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PREFACE 


T he f6)lovviug pages contain short liv^es of the 

Admirals fnrni the df*ath of slUake to the bicth of 
Nelson, [n writhig them I have had^before me R llaflet 
on Naval liistory, issued for the information cff Mid»W|»mc% 
Study is to he directed it saa^s, to a clear un(k*»sbi!|?ding, 
of the events learling It/ . , . war; the influence of foreign 
policy oh the o})erations of the several campaigns ; thgaiticlei^. 
of f^cace ; iht general plan <m which the war was conduct-c;:!'*; 
the opcrati<')ns of the Naval and Militar}/ forces in so far as/ 
they arc related; the defence and attack of cornmerctyj ' 
and its iTifluencc on the main "^oixirations ; and any progj^ss ^ 
in orga^hzatioiT, tactics.* or '‘ship design which are 
the period under review.'’ 7 present work makes hp1 
claim to be considered an exhtmstive tre disc. It ^is 
forw^ard as a simple intr^iductlon to l^ie Hi|J„)ry of the^'av^yf 
which ma}- pavT the way.:.^)^a ck^er iiwestigation along 
the lines of the sekeme, prescribed. 

No volume' dealing ^-ith the present subject would 
eoinplete without a profession of homage to Sir J. Knox* 
Lat^ghton. IV) Mr. Julian Corbett also f acknowledge 
. myself deeply irMebic^ : without the guidance dcifiy%!^l 
.from bis works, this vohuru^ could har.diyt|^avc tc&n 
taken. . To Mr. C, Goclfrey, Mr. L. A Corbett. Mt 


Bunting and other friends T desire ^to re^fn hearty thanks 
for tiwe benefit of their kind advice wfti!4f nsv sheet-s .averb 
^S8>ng through the j^eas. 

g/a. 
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When wc road^of the deeds that <3ur fathers \v,i 
Let us pray for their spirit, disdaining!; 1 64 

I , W' ’A !> 

That when^callcd to fi^ht as of old they 

We n^y know how to fight ^ , > 

- Fur tht Kag,* 

How to fight and die for the Flag. 



SEA KtNGS' OF BRITAIN 

ALBEMARLE^ 

BORN 1608 — DIED 1670 

An honest Maw's the noblest work of God. — P ope. 

The Duke of Albernark demeaned hiraselfin such a manner to the 
he had obliged, as never to seem to overvalue the services of Gwge Moiroc.^ 
Charles II, ' ^ . 

W HENT George Monk took his stanc* on the beach at Dover 
on 26th May, 1600, he did so not as a Dictator about to ^ 
abdicate his powers, not as a rival envious of fortune’s favourite, 
no|; as a' privileged subordinate willing to allow to another 
shadow of authority while retaining for himself the substance 5 te 
stood there to vcnce the desires “ of his country, to personate^ TCr 
loyalty. England re posed. implicit trust in him, and did sojpot W 
vain, for even by the confession of his enemies the restorer of ’ 
monarchy never betrayed a t^ust, or broke his word. 

In the desperate days pf exile Charies had sent a warm,a|ypeai 
to the Governor of Scotland. His punishment,^ if merited, he 
could have borne in silence, but its injustice cried aloud to 
land that loved the Stuarts, and to the man who had fought and 
suffered for their c^use. ^Promptly and without comment Monk 
sent the letter on to the Protector, whose estimate of His loyalty ^ 
needed no confirmation. I^ter, when the clouds lowered 
PromweU*himself liked not the atmosphere, men persuaded him*’ 
that |be general waseplaying khe, Th« burner of t|ie sugg^On 
appeakd'iffesistibly to the Protector, ^nd t)elore the jest lost it$ 
savour he wrote as follows to$his deputy : "JCWe that tell me 
there is% cerfkin cunning fellow in Sccftland <^ed Georgt^Monk,^ 



KINGS-' OF miTklW 

is said to he in wait liere to introduce Charl;^ §tuart"; I 
{May use yoi>r diligence JtO appreliend him, %nd send bim^up.to 

. The _death of Crdmweir^laid the wajf'open for^Monk/; The 
baton of the Lord Protector dtoppe®,;^ at his feet, and was ^ 
fof the picking tip. But behind the form of governnieht was the 
England that he s^ed. Martial laW:; was now distasteful tb het^ 
and the faithful soldier prorrlaimed its dissol||^ion . Monk set self 
aside, if he ever thought of self, and on this happy May- Day waited 
at Dover for the King. 

Attended AdiAal Montagu, who had brought him over in 
the Charles, the Kingcanu; ashon*. **The general received 

him becoming duty, but His Majesty embraced him with an 
affection so absolutely entire and vehement, as higher could not be 
expressed by a4’finc^ to a subject; he embraced and ki|»ed him/' 
Monk took the ki^ sedately, and introduced Mr. who 

a Bible for I ns Majest) \ acceptance. His Majesty, winning 
alfhearts by agr;n:i()us reference to th«‘ Fathei who had called 
home, accepted thc’pr^'ffcnjd gift whicli he described as th^ 
of all things on earth the most. And so amid thronjp^ 

and adoring crowds the Kuig came to his own again, and passed 

Lohdon, “the belk^'^^jp^ng and the people with tffc Iou|iest 
acclamations wticoming him and praying for him; the youftg 
viVgins strowing the way with herbs and flowers and all the gaieties 
«that,art, natun: or cost could provide." 

As he reste<l at Canterbury upon his way the King conferred 
upon hi.s greatest subjcft the Drder of the Garter, Afterwards he 
allovted Sir George tlie &»tate of Newhall in i*iSsex with a yearly 
revenue of seven thousand pmmds, called him to be a member gl^ 
his Privy Council, apprunted himu Gentleman of the Bedrhau^,^T 
anri fvfaster of ihf‘ Horse, created him ("aptain-C^neral of loe 
Forces, and I .ord'Lieutenant df the ^:ountt\s of Middlesex tlfld 
Devonshire, mad^ him Lord of the Treasury, and Viceroy oilvt* 
land, and raised the pe^erageas Baron Monk of Pothefidg^t*,: 

* Beauchamp and Tee%M^arl of Torringtoa, and Duli^» df Albe- 
marle^ ’’ 

* Mbiiik had a horror of political letters. .When lie open^communtcatidtta 

wiffi the exii«i4 prince, he bade his, couiUr^i^n their mjeaeagee t>y heart* 
^It is tri^ that he coaid not trtllt himseif^ but tfaiA ftot hi$ texsemy 



, ^ If ihf Aming of ^ king 

mm 'Ibe^^ asppfOfSiUe, Tl^e |wp;%if»IiW^d^^ wfere^ 

gortf.* TM roigtt O0c6)|^turitan wa$ oyci;, «:.^w feces wereflJbpat 
lh^ tiirone, ^ looser feabioflS replaced the old. Tlye I>«ke Jiioj- 
pjyP^6a4 served in many^csaiJidt^' He ha 4 ^cqdi'ed fmt alite 
ics AdmM, General and Araibfettiiiofr Hfe|>0Htic great deeJl iWSt 
nieit debating of his statefinani^bip* as if all i>lse were merel/ ac^^ 
cidentaL He had j^one all things well and needed rest But his 
self-negation endeared him td people and to King ; arid his 
proclaimed him giiardiolipf the**throne. Rest wa« impossible lit 
such a one. ^ 


'i'he Restoration was accompanied by a pjiftical change'* ii|k>n 
the continent, less striking perhaps but eqtally significant 1’be 
mtcivenfion of England in the struggle, which the two leading 
IKiwers had maintained untiringly ever since tife clo.se of the Thilly 
Years’ War,^had ip 1659 brought a tardy cessation of hostilitjll^ at 
the Foace of the Pyrenees.* This treaty^ marked a definite step" 
in the decadence of vSpain. Th^ defeat of the Armada had for 
ever destroyed l^er claim to a world-wide empire ; the Peace of the ^ 
Pyrenees destro) ed her claim to be regarded as the most iviport|p|| 
power in the narrower limits of Europe. But if the treaty ruin^4^ 
the fabric of the Spanish Haj^sburgs, it established the ediJ!te;rt 
which Richelieu and Ma.^rm had raised in PYance. KicheHeOt* 
the archfteci, had planned the building whiph was to overtop 4 
all others in Western Europe: Mazarin, the master-builder, bad 
reached the coping-stone. lAt home jhe rnfmarchy had trampled ^ 
)^own the envious noblesse; abroad the armies «of France had 
triumphed gloriousl>. There w’^as no power in continental Europe 
that would dare to lead its armies against France ; there Vos 
j|K)wer in France th^ wo#d dare^to lift a finger against th^ ICipg*, 
thife House was erected, vf ry solid, very impre|sive, at ^nily ^ 
itself. One thing more was needful. The falls were up, the rq^ 
was on* aijd ... the funds were exhausted. ^ ^ 

The %urbons n^ded a Ijusiness managef|i»ho corubbed 
large tjj^iiMmd unS)n8dous rectitude an ttfefll 

economjit. $uch a man was at hand. * 



BRITAIN' ■ ' 

' ^ l^n Baptiste ColBert wert^ ti^the base and bedroc^ o^fiimncc- 
tie did everything in to foster trade 0.t hdtn<ij tp ^teate 

nt witidu^trics. and ihvi||w^ the old. He bettered the tneans of 
transport by digging caiiats mendbg the roadsi and improving the 
breed of horses,"'^' He*; ®eitt , fgrth jf^isn^nTien to Canada, to the 
Mississippi valley, to the Indies, to Africa, to India ; and by 
so doing he exterici^d French* marketffmnd evoked new needs, for 
home consumers. Each day measured the growth of a mercan- 
tile marine which plied betw^n the homeUind and her colonies ; 
and the protection df 4 he mci'chiint semce called a war fleet into 
being. 

When Colbert came into office, ^i^^J^rench Navy did not e)d^ 
So ej.cclV‘nt were hii^ niii^odiir At no twelve years had 
France had a fij^hling ffect of 196 vessels, and had actjuff^d' ia 
faculty for shipbuiklmg which combined llie sturdy woritmahship 
of the Engli.sh with the prolific output of the Dutch. To ac- 
commodate his splendid force (roIb(,*rt reconstituted Brest, created 
Toulon and Rocl^eforg and set to work upon Cherbourg. 

Had Colbert been k*ng, the French might to-day be the proud 
possessors of an oceanic Empire. He was but a servant. The 
direction ol the dt^stiny of France lay in the «kands of Louis 
«V. '' , , 

In one sense Louis was certainly the greatest King that France 
or^ any other European cuunir)' ever produced. He had not the 
•military genius of (ijesar, or tht' wit <)<■ ('harles 11. He had not 
the constructive ability of PeU i I, or the destructive ability of 
Napoleon. But inbihi Kingsjiip ar^d Majesty found for all time 
theif ideal .Cj^xponeJlir. he strutted through the Salle des 
Glaces at Vcr^illcs gorgt ously habited in cloth of gold, fair 
long periwig, and satfh shoes, he redly believed himself the visible 
presence of God upon earth, the anointed of hcaveri with%iifesly 
un;^,ssa liable by all the water in life rougj^rude iie2| : and to the vety 
end lie retained, even under the crud lash of rtlthless eTtperiefice, 
least some portion' of a simple Mth in^^hm,^,thmiretical 
•potence. As a good .actor will draw tears of pity fdr the im- 
aginary sorrows of Eiiig Lear, so -Lbraiil' gmrrfcur hi»' 

contemporaries, ThSse wjbo lived at Tersailles bad 
good <ause to believe in the might of his sceptre, but the 
Europ^tan powers were sitltilarly deceived, f?<}m ^^^4? ip ly i j 



the the sek^<» 3 iited centre of ibe^ 

systefe, ktc)5l|i^^hic!h the lesser ^rts daspribed ^des. 

Ij«>uis wiiilJ^eceJved by tbifcfteniblance of pb^ty but nfe was 
certainly n§^5v^ik. t’'He founofltouielf ihe^ happy pqs^ssor o£ii^,th|^ . 
edifice tfa^ ftichdicu Iwtd planij|dy and he determined from the 
first to be nw^er of it When Jfazarin died * he^i^m^ his dWn 
Prime Minister, and for fifty yws he plodded at affaiifs\»f ^te 
for eight hot^,^ry day.* Every matter of.p^^Ucfr)p!|K3Tl^^ 
referred him, and even Colbert himilflf became m ^ 

new seft$e the literal servant of the King. With France - 

in Europe, .with the m^archy supreme in^f'mncife, and witfi^lP " 
the dfcDaitm<Sgi |g |fflKiernalia» tLtt ^ heitititures monarchy em- 
bodied in Lbl^^nlroself, littje woAief t}ikt the. %ancl Hoi^rque 
occupied the centre of the stage: Thfere may mve been^ make- 
believe his greatness, but his acting carried conviction., 

, .Had; Louis been one of the world's great he inight ha^vc 
made Colbert's ambitions his own. But he laci^' for^ight lind 
intagihation * For him, the Peace of the Pyreiij^ was no l^ial 
chapter to* a thr eadbare? theme, but a tiresome i^emiption in an 
• interesting tale. The? boundary between Franr^^ind Spain w»as * 
naturaly but tht^oundary betweeii France and the Spanish Nether- 
lands w^?" entirely artificial. In the days oi Clovis :^n{PthttVk>y 
milgne, France had extended northwards to the Rhine. 
she was shut off from her natural frontier by a po>(!?er she, fed; 
recently chastised,* The ^latural riches of^pe nether*' lai^, iti’ 
commercial prosperity, the excellences of S?«sea-board and the 
advantages, of its situation gave ample reason;|br Sp^in^is anxiety to , ^ 
Jceep it ; ,bnt Spain had b|en conquefed, aiid #hat had been U . 
tresj>fi| 5 s in the past now becanrie an exasperat|i| adaclironism* V 

In 1665, fquf years after Mazarin's death|^ilip IV, the other ^ 
signatory of t*he Pyrenean^treaty, the wily Cardinal to the"*"*! 

grave. He twije .m^ed. Mark^Theresa, the* only 

surviving chiUim& first sealed th^ftianco-Siiknisb 

by her union with Louis Cbarlus, of a second 

inherited the vsist Spanish >afnipcft^ •Any ^aim accruing to the* : 
Piincess^was at he^marriagi ««>luntarily al|fcndone4; but Loufe/; 
discotei^T quaint custom, among , the "“Inusty law-bodkaj^^^^ 

fLdttift was born in 1638, succ^yod to the throne^ his fifth year, 

'not quit^, twenty-three at the time of 'the CardShat’a dpth (tfifii.) ’ " 




S$A 

whefeby Urn 'dai^bter first wife mast 

Mo^riy befoie the son qf^a se9<m4 A|a#aTOtit 
k Bnil)ant bad nothing to ijo wfth tba kingly stiw)ssk«» 
IJetberknds But those who censure liwihi would tnia* canse 
for bUnie m his failure to dis(%ti that the^prdtoei' diWSby of Franoif 
lav on the sea» * 

LouVfcp^f? that hi® clilm to th 4 ^' 4 ^WP CouddiftR wou 3 k|^H like 
ii bolt from ffeo |md set htoself to pnsgjai;^ the'gi?(;>tiA For 
Hfiam he cared litlfc. England ari^|l^|ip^ itt^blic Were the 
powers likely to d}i%nteihis^%||lilfn^^ the 

_ ish possession HeWerr'^''* 

tarles to negotiate, won tbat^mpecunious i 
an extrav||^iu price and removed the probabilify <ff Britisli m- 
terfererue. Holland of course hf‘ could not dispUiit But he 
(ouUed her, endea toured to pro\ e that htr interests ^ointtded with 
his own, treated her as an etjuab < harmed her b) his gucious con- 
descension, and caiefuily withdrew hi r sting b> the clauses of a 
fornJal alliance. 

Fortune ofteil comes the asMstance of him who know® hfe own 
^muid, i\en when hrs molues are not abovt Mispiciodl^ iSl* the 
midst 01 preparations iht two power whom^^^ 

r4^on fo betuve would cliallenge the probil) of 
^hich he was burl, crossed swords and btgan ^ 
an^hing ha^j^e suited him bettei ^ When the 
^kid trounced each other, tuid sat down to rest, tbeJ^ 

* his opportimit). In the Fust Dutch War the Englr 
the stronger His avoival of friendship with the 
necessitate active partic ipalson in the ^stwiggle. Hii 
could very well leep oi^t of datigci. Yet by^misking thc|P 
he could create a diversion on behalf of thei weaki 


prolong the contest until both combatants, and 
was; exhausted, * "" ^ 



TflE Si':( 6 nI> dutch war. 1665-67^ 

Charles. II had 110 love for the Hutch, ^jfe might feith tome 
reason asc nbe to thei^ the .wanderings which he was i^j^tlSfesmifted 
not to repeat. The government of tfie United Nethferknds |t «4 
been founded upon the rui«s of the JHouk) of Stuart 'Haston J 


^ ^.- A^BlaiARLE 7 

|<>S4 W Republic 

fmiw^whStt »h0titll4 have provedl^ond home to tb«^£C&ailes 
himsell' had^al 4tst found refuge in France, but ^<9*^ 

: irith Maxarin had diajturbed his repose, at 4 after jcteiieys 
be had accepted the hosplality of England's enemy F|l|bp 
settled in the Spanish NftheilaiwJMk Alben^arieV l^^estion 
he had m 1660 crossed the hq^er^nto a. land fnirf^y to^ho 
Butish Republic, ai>d found &xlgtri|||t«8reda^‘|p|>ere 
mother of William Mm, was pill •^minted UB^etain 4 redde»ie% 
The burghers received him kindly tut theit%)^ture» were natur* 
all) dbUsieful ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

On hib return to England ' Charles found that h|s antipathy fot 
the Dutch -v^as most heartily shared by his subjects 

From ^he commcnial point of view the^^^First Dutch War bad 
proved eminendy disappointing The English had challenged the 
( laim of the Dutch to niono])oli/e the world's tri^c, and had beaten 
them in Half% clo/en batiks I hey had won right to tradd^on 
t qutl but they had faiM to make gpod ^what they had won. 

At fhe conclusion of hostilities thc) had been involved almost at 
once m a war ^)jrith Spam, and were unable to reap the fruits of 
victory, ^ But the ^utch recovered ijtie ground they had \o 0 tf madjf 
the most of their ingi ained biisim ss instinc ts, and snapped up the 
whole of thc Spanish trade. The English rather pardonably ^re- 
garded th^ Dutc h ingenuity, as an unscrujiulous tiansgression^ aid^ 
the Dutch recovery as a deliberate lufnngement gf treaty obligation^ 
The Duke of Albemarle put the^ matter bluntly “The Dutoh 
have too much trade, and tht‘ Englishare resolved to take it from 
them/’ This issue was sofeiewhat broad foi a fightinj^ theme ; but 
a pretext for war was soon found 

Sir John Hawkins had floated a trading concern, whi<3h in h^fl 
own countr) foun(^*no iftiitatorsn The early slave-trade diod|M^ 
San Juan de Ulloa. The Portuguese, however, wer^ swift^ 

’the Englishman’s footsteps. They introduced 0 be sugar-cane 
Brazil, and finding it flourish they brought blacl labour from WtH| 
Africa Intend the itj^ustry, ^They built ElminaAn the Gold 
fordfit# 4 f ftTwithstand foes from land and sA, a«i there mtchal^^irf 
for ne|ro slaves the goods t^cy had brought l£m Eiropte# 
't^^^WiKjusnng the *Portuguese, •^t< 94 yesC''Arri» 



I'C: SEA KINds’^'BWTA^f . 

; tboroughly than (^eir predectg^s^ ^i^dition ta I^ftnina, they 
founded Caf)^^ poast ai^’^BiailTObraldd fort on tlie Inland 

vof G(^e situated under Ihe shll|gppf Cajve Verde. 

Tlie English visited West Africa froin^m^o time for nattH!irf 
products of thq pountry, but the Dutqb tAde m nigger^ might Ijave 
pasbtd uncballeiiged but developments. Bar- 
bados, annexed by pgv^e the leigiri of James I, ^ 

reamined forlorn. f^4^)0O?y|^HM|fc settk^ learning from the 
Brazilian colonist^ MwoST^^^pEWBgar-cane. The sugar-cane 
prospered and niuih|)li^ l|IH||||w>^ and a few years after itS in- 
troduction the i^^hdU)f iRBBtfell before the expedition of 
^:Admiral PeTin. English ^pHjjP’egan at once to feel the need of 

^ imported lahoiiT, and cargoes of slaves were sent in ever-increasing 
’‘ numbers from the Gulf of Guinea. But this new demand, tliough 
it originated tlife c^)nciusion of the First Dutch \Va|, passed 
wholly into lie hands of those whom Kngkad had conquered. 
No more striking illustration' cpuld .btp^id of the business capa- 
^ty«bf the Dutch, and the nature o|(lhd grudge that he English 
bote them. Jf ^ 

One of Charles's first acts after htf RcHtqfatJon was to inauguiato 
*a new We.st African Company (1662). Koftified pp^ts of the usiui 
p^.ttern uere established on ahe Gold 0 oast an&Gainbia 1 K.iver to 
supply the British Wfist Indian island with tl|ei|^'orkers that they 
requijed. The Dutch on their sidefw^ere det^inined to oust the 
intruders, and control a monopoly. Th/^ ta.sk tos nxft^uj^sy one, 
but froui the numhisr of complaints laid at the fpli p|^.^'harles's 
throne, there can be little doujit that without inleifoAge from 
hom<^ the Dutch merchants^ w^Id have swept aw^;|MPiln^$h 
by methods vigorous as thos^M^ used when. lered the. 

x|pves in Amboyna. 

Charles with his own reasons for disliking th©*D|p^ was gkd 
of an 4 ixcuse for lecturing themu Protests e%gen%lf^ counufr- 
arguments^ and th^ King growing impatiunt determih^ to smite 
iJlie phlegmatic burghers upon the cheek. The blow was a littfe ’ 
ipss dignified than that of ,,the Council of State, but quite as wdl 
calciitated to hurl. , . ’ ci. 

In the autumitof #166,3 Captain Robert Plolmes %f to 
Mthe Dutch Wostf African posts. ^ Elmil^^ held its Own j bUt 
'^ptured "^Cape Coast ^fr)j^stle apd tHe strdhg twtnTar^.^^^ 



In^ihc summer of crossed the Atlau^ic awd 4*^ 

scended fike'a sW^Sf i^n the Du^h settlements in America, ffe 
seized Manhattan' fSSnd and New Amsterdam, and le-ibri^fcjaaed 
: hem in honour of His Majesty s brother,' James Ditk^ of Ycjkrk. 
rhc Dutch of course wcm up^in^anm at once, and despatched 
their great Admiral to nncfo “ I hear/^ wrote Pe;|!^s 

at the end of December, t# 4, ncfs of <^r being beaten to 
dirt at Ouinny; by Dc Ruyter ano^^i 4 | H||W Cape Coast Castle 
alone held out. Ue Ruyter not brifly HKcfrered the Dutch posts 
but swept away the English. He thep crossed the Atlmuic and 
attacked Barbados. 

At the beginning of 1665 Charles II declared war on the Dutch 
in the interests of British trade. 

THE BAITLE OF LOVVEsYohl' 

3, ltj65 

Had Albetiiarle commanded in the first battle of the war, fire 
rt suit might well have betm different. were good reasons 

vlty he should not do so. The many marks of confidence be^owed 
l^ori him by ih^^King made his presence in the capital more than 
V r nectAsary : the strain of tli^ Restoration had preyed ufion hi^ 
leaving him subject t<^ severe attacks of •asthma : and he 
•Uicf hardly act in any capacity but the highest, a course whi^h 
u uutst^i'^pes rendered impressible. I'he King’s brother, the I 3 uk^ 
i>i ¥ark, ijtftor wards famous as James II, had received from the 
ihrone ajii^intment as Lord High^ Admiral. Entering upon his 
duties with the keenest «est, Re de^niMied to command in chief 
against the Dutch, He iptiled:^ his assistance thS great sea* 
brethren of the previous war, now Sir William Penn and Sir John 
Lawson. Penn sefv^ on board the flagship, the /^oyai eAmrifs^ 
as Captain of the Fl^t, arft Laws€>n acted as second in comfhhpd 
of the ducal ^Squadron. Prince Rupert, whost^soa serfi<m,|iiiLii> 
hi&erto kept him apart from British navalioffice]^,nowbro^t.- 
his sterlings qualities to their assistance, .and hotstsjri his flag as. 
commander of the W^j^ite Squ|dron, while Admiral pMjntagu, who 
hW recMiwpedtrom the King the Earldom of Shndyriib in return for 
hh? sissistance at the bome-coiping, commanded th^lue. 

Sfiatore leaving, the Lord High Admiral surrend^^^ his^ shoi^ 
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ditcks to the I>uk« ;^f Albtmiarle, confideS^hat wjftild be well 
.with the adn|iaisti|i||||^^ the safe hands sailor. 

Wken war was ddSired, I>e Ruyter wasl||n 
to t;xa€i restitiitio^i for Holmes s raid. 1’‘he^|Rglisli^q| ignorant 
of his value mjlllilized with precipitate haste to at a 

di^dvantage |ii5 returned, or scatter his countrjmien tSPjH|i«^fo|ir 
winds prior A his aifival. The Dutch iseplaced De Ruyter 
Lord of bixlliti, a gallant cavalryman, who commanded to<|||dcjd^ 
ships, and the services of Eveitzen, who had fought with distinction 
in the Fftst Dutch Opdam was instructed to gdfard the 

return of De Ruyterl and prey upon the Baltic fleet whi<||| w^s 
bringing home England the lumber and cordagti nccessa^ fof 
the refittij!ig t>f her ships. 

T^e English outnumbered the Dutch by one or two sail The 
greatest enthusiasm pievaiied. Never since the days of 
had iie chief command bet*n vested in so exalted a personage. 
On the eve of battle tfie fieei wa.s joined by numberle.ss yOung 
caVhlieii; anxious to j)rove their devoted loyalty to the by 

putting thtir precious lives in jeojiardy. One of them, afwrwards 
Charles’s companion, the Earl of l ljisct, composed on board 
the hdlowiug vi^rses, which in lovelorn mofxl he j^edicated to the 
ladies Ml behind : — 

. yl'V/yA? Then if we write not by each post, 

‘ ' Think not we are imkind; 

, Nor yet conclude our ships are lost 
By^ Dutchmen or by wind , 

Our teais we'll send a speedier way . . 

The nde shall bring them iwicc a day. 

t. 

* Tile EVertzer family - 


% ’ Jan, 

served, in Fust, \\'ar ; retired 
troTii^%rviilfc Lowestoft; 

returf^ ojiltiy death 

the fciattle of St. 
Jameses Day. 

, Coii,irA.iUsV/nr lounger ^ 
served under De Kuyter in 
the Thame| 'awd throughout 
^ the T:hli!l D^tch War^ , 


tCoRNfxliJS the Oldy i,; 
fo.«#ght Lowestoft, Aiid 
died on the first day 

Four Days’ BatUe/ •/; 


^ CorneSus th 
led the allied van at llWhy 
Head. , 




of| board the fliagshi^was pt the 
imjpttance» Si^William inherited the traditions of the Amphi^ 
bian^whose military organisation had don^ so much to 
defeiit of the Dutch in the previous^ war. It is that 

at 4m he felt some dislike for an inn( 5 Nl 4 ||ioa procei^mg from a 
landrail like the old general who now pr^ided at the Admiralty ; 
but his love of method and ofder, born of the sea/triuifiphed over 
bis exolusiveness, and in 1665 there was no more entbusfasti^ ad^ 
miret* of the Lme than the Duke of York'^* Naval Adviser. It 
is th# which gives the battle of Lo^\estoft its chiefest interest, for 
then* is little doubt that it was Sn William who inspiied the 
iN'.rRucriON^ issiud by the Duke belore the battle. Th®se 
momentous by-laws weie based upon the teaching of Blake and 
Monk, and instructed the commanders of l-fis Majesty V 4 hjps “ to 
keep the fleet m one Lt}te'\ Thus while the order p^ijirray iti the 
batth sofHhe Inist Dutch War must remain a matteip||ron|!;^ctur’e ; 
at Dovs'cstoft, the close-hauled line ahead, approved by c:xt>erien6^, 
met with the recognition it deserved, and heni eforwj||j|| beOamf 
the order par excellence foi the fighting fleet in etetion. 

The vShips were drawn up one behind anothij^r thereby to "give 
free play to every broadside: their distance one from another,' 
wide enough to prevent accidents,' W/^.s limited to half a 
[too yards] to strengthen dyence^ and the line was 

jC|apped upoiia wind. I'he consequent movement was insufficient 
|0 interfere with the anvil strokes of war, and sufficient t# nrake 
[hmneeuvres possible, «tind %tilitat^ co-operation hetiivecn ship and 
Isbip. " * ‘ 

battles at sea came to be fought 

close to the wind on, siinii 
liacks,' was (as a rule) preceded by t \ 

!t^ position. Th& had undoubiNi 

^'■j^vblown away from the 

** Leewards Underys^ a, ca?W3]^| 




parallel to 
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Windwards could unleash their fireshijis and sendLtli^m down 
upon the brt^ze. The^ “ Windwards ” coiiltf wh^i the 

batt\ 6 ' should begin, holding their wirtd ^ beezving 

do\^n at will u|.)on their adversaries* ‘ was 

yet another advantage for the “ Windwj^rds/’ more than 

all They could mass their strength jn ‘one pan of the'tii:^*, and 
overpower the con^esponding portion i f the enemy, whose posi- 
tion did not allow the same freedom of movement. Happily 
for the “ Leewards ” the Line Ahead was the best siifeguard in 
such an emergency ; and unless the ** Windwards ” had a marked 
preponderance of force, a massed attack was dangerous in that it 
weakened another part of the line befoo-e ifte ordered array of the 
foe. Unpdhne.sses of the ground render such niameuvres possible 
on shore ; but the task of winning a decisive battle wath a fleet in 
line ahead was fai from easy even w'ith the assistappe of the wand ; 
and there were certain definite advantages in the leeward position 
which the battle that follows will reveal. 

1'he hostile fleets met off Lowestoft on 3 rd June." There was 
a fine display of searuanshij) at the outset, as the wary wtestlers 
skirmished for the ivind. The English w^ere successful in this pre- 
paratory bout, and joined issue all along the line.<» , Furious duels 
resulted'. The' Onifije engaged the Monta^^u, and pressed home 
her attack so vigorously that the English ship would have suc- 
cufnbed had n not been for the Eoya/ Janies, commanded by the 
Farl, of Marlborough and his friend the Earl of Portland. The 
Montagu was rescued : but both the Earls were slain. The 
Charles engaged Ojidam’s flagship the Eendracht \J'he 
Unk}t\^ and found a sturd) foe. James showed a royal courage 
and repelleS his assailants with spirit. While the contest pro- 
ceeded his life w’^as in momentary jK*ril, At one time he was 
standing with Lord Falmouth, Lord Muskerry and Mr. Foyle, 

* The or^er for the Line must not be interpreted 'ai» excluding the Lim 
Al^reast, which remained an integral part of the fighting scheme, both cjflVn-, 
Kive and defensive. In the overtuie preliminary to a battle the Leetvatd lleet 
would put themselves upon a wind and wait : the Windward wtfultl change 
Irom Line Ahead to Line Abreast and back to Line Ahead again the/' 
found themselves broadside to broadside with their fenemies. A^&hout th^> 
movement the two parallel lines would never have met. 

In the Gall^ epoch the Line Abreast wai* adjstindtive battle formation : in 
the age sails it was a subordii^itc and transient condition of the “ Line 
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a $011 L^^<i At that moment a tbain-shot from 

tlid ehemy bought Iwift death to the thfee noblesw^ The Duke 
was^^tenebm* with their blood, and received a wound ih. the 
hsiud frdii S0^>|ragm^t of one poor victim’s skull $ays^ 

he was thrown to the deck by the severed head of Mf. Boyle* 
After this no one could dilute that His Grace knew the meaninl^of 
battle at sea* In th^t^id&i of the duel the Mendracht was blowm 
into a thousand pijp. How it happened cannot be determined^ 
but the destruction was so terribly complete that only five survivors 
were rescued from a ship that carried five hundred. 

The loss of the Dutch flagship w^as not ^naturally ruinous to 
the Dutch cause. Tl^ unheroic put before the wind, and those 
of sterner mould were l!un to follow. It is worthy of Veruark that 
Cornelius Tromp, worthy son of a gdi^lt father, marked himself out 
for promotion by the skill with which he covered the retreat 

His ability contributed nobly to avert an overwhelming catas- 
trophe, but not so much perhaps as events on board the English 
flagship. Here at the conclusion of the day a council of wm was 
held at which it was unanimously agreed that the fight must be re- 
newed upon the morrow. A decision being reached, and dispc»si- 
tions made so that the fleet should with all sail follow the light of 
the Charles^ the Duke sought the re.st he had Tvell d^jserved. 
During his interval of repose his Groom of the Bedchamber came 
on deck with an order to slackers sail. Had the message been de- 
livered ta Penn, be would no doubt have raised his gentle jfoiee 
in protest; but .Sir William was suffering from twinges of gout, 
and had turned in the first moment his services could be i»j|i|^ed. 
The message was accordingly carried ko John Harman, ; 

commanded the WeLeme Portland, and beeif^with Blake 
Santa Cruz. With grudging loyalty James’s Flag Ciptain ob^ed, 
and it was only when His Highness himself came on (feck 
freshed that his auwemegt revekled the truth. The ordel bad 
come from an irresponsible person who had ^f course received 
instructions from the Duobess ^ bring her 4 ord again. 

Regretmble as the incident w^ there is goacf;reiibh to believe 
that thes^Dutch wer^' in anji, case .ajble to escaji^„ JThe leeward 
positioii-?^s not only faVdhr^ble to th«r (j^ftulre, but if 
properly utilized would 'eniWe them .to d<^3® aJbne* ' ' 

Windwards” had the/powet^ of atockhig^ ftey *lmd 

' ' -M 'if ^ •' * 
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, mament of attack as they ran down upon tm foe endure tfie 
full offensive of the ‘epeitty without the power of .re^y.* iTbe 
whqb area of their motive power was exjwed . to "a rakingo fire 
" wlpch might render^ them incapable^ of rapid movemo^tt when 
^the moixient for pursuit presented itself. The *VWmdwardl§ bad 
*^tlieir remedy in so batterihg the enemy^ 4 s to render them equally 
powerless to depart : but this was not vasy;|f the enemy stood not 
upon the order of their going. H 

But if Lqw’estoft was not an epoch-making battle, if it failed to 
bring the war to an immediate close, it was at least a great and 
decisive victory. Eighteen ships were taken, ' fourteen more per- 
haps destroyed, 2,000 prisoners captured, and 4,000 Hollanders 
killed or wbunded ; this, at a cost to the victors of 23^^ killed and 
less tharr '500 wounded. The Dutch let their indignation run riot. 
Four d|>taihs shot. Four had their swords hrpken over 

their heada^. and were cashiered. Even the gallant Evertzen was 
mobbed when he went Flung into the water he esc4il)ed 

with difficulty, and for thlrtime at least left his country's service 
till those for whom he had fought 'learned to discriminate between 
the cravens and the brave. 

Meanwhile brave Admiral Lawson was carried home to Green- 
wich suffering from a musket wound in the knee, whicii brought 
his fighting days to an end ere the mondi was out. 

If the English failed to followup their advantage on the field 
,of battle they had little opportunity iduring the remaigder of the 
year. In the early days, of autumn the horrors of the Plague 
desolated the city of Londoq. All wbo were lucky enough to 
escape before* the rigorous prohibitions which confined men 
to the tow'h, iled to the country, jTleath danexjd through the 
streets smiting whom he would, and the wretched fied la'fore him 
shriekifig. 'fhe markets were as void of human faces the desert 
sands , and ihc rheery prentice cries unii the ^rumble of the chariot 
were replaced by. the dirgedilte chant* Bring forth your i ” 
of thostj who brought the dead-cart to the red*croj^5 ■ ^ 
..The King md the .siycen cavaliers were of course'' 'among 
the earlie.st to move, e,stab]ishing a^^new^C^rt in the t^rJjubrioiis 
air of Oxford. The/' were brave men indeed who had^#ie,pp^. 
to get away, and of their free will stayed behind. Such, howli^, 
there were:* Gilbert Sheldon, the Archbi^Op of Canterburyj and 
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„i* V*' ft ' ''i, ’ V X; v ' 

oj^ his sMe ^the Du|e 6f Albetnaric. The old watiSbt' confessed 

that rtotJiing in his tecollection could cojnpare «ridi^,«%hts he 
sawf* The Dutch Wars, he said, were nothing to the Flagqe^^Bot ■ 
with the old unflinching courage he looked death boldly' In j:he 
face. With means utterly inadequate he did his best to keep order 
and allay the distemper, wil^ ministering of his own substance*tb 
the needs of sick and dyin^ 


THB FOUR DAYS’ BATTLE 

’ , June 1, 2, 3 and 4, 1666 gi 

With th() return of spring, and the departure of the Plague, the 
mind of the Government reverted to the war. 'J^he first matter to 
be settled was the command. The peril which the DukI of "York 
had enc^unter^ at Lowestoft made the Kii^*£yijciQUS for his 
safety, and the people profoundly disappoints^ High- 

ness’,s achievement approved the motjj||ph’s show of tcfi^nes.s.'* 
I.ord Sandwich was the natural .suc^sor of the Di®f^Of York, 
but after short employment he was relieved of liis command, attfl 
appointed ambassador to Spain. Rumour set herself to suggest 
more thap one,. motive for this unexpected turn, and the Earl's 
enemies found it difficult to decide whether he had been “ asnt into 
exile ” for gross peculation or vulgar cowardice. The last insinp- 
tion was pmicularly unkind, as none fought better aL Lowe- 
stoft. Mjf Pepys, whose panegyrics, even if inspired by gratitude, 
were not unworthily bestowed, found in Montagu’s retirement a 
lasting grudge against fate. Unfortunately his partisanAip 

i/ -,M ' - ' ' 

‘Sir William Penn, volunmrily sharing'* undeaerved Wanat, retired 

e’ »8ain served his country on'the sea. Henc^ 

forward his sphere of activity lay at the .\dmiralty where- he did excellent 
woik. His labours Wught him into close conUcl with Mr. Pepys, T»h« often 
dined with him, and heafd hirf tell a gc^ story or sine a good sonir WNm 
howcv«, the Admiral t§ok a h%h haTws ucom^rou^vS ^ 

“7 rolT^ ^ a ™ ^ ’ “"f. bfe^rtod<5 

rt^e, a counterfeit rt^e, “a cunning rogue;” "a verv concardlb 
a «aean rogue,” “ a hypocritical rogue,” “ a coward,” ** ^coxcomk.” 
«%y,ry x^llain,” abuse whi<^ throw, Lher on mT W 
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dates his judgment of all sea-fights in which |he Earl^fiad no iMti^ 
, and of all commanders >yho ventured to usin^p his place. * . 

^ Wth a certain sense of trepidation, Charles nerved liimsrM to 
approach the Duke of Albemarle. His name wius on every. man *s 
lips, and yet it was hardly fair to expect, more from one who had 
already done so much. It would 6e pleasant to think that the 
old Duke welcomed the opportunity cK returning to the sea ; but 
he had a condition to impose. He begged that his appointment 
might be kept a secret from his wife, for if she should come to 
know it, before he had by degrees prepared her for it, llie would 
break out into such '^‘passions as would be very iiuiaasy for him.” 
Whether Mr. Pepys inadvertently let out the news cannot be said, 
but the Dlichess found a weak in his armour when next 

V hedit^ed with them, and ‘^said these cursed words : ‘ If my I.ord 
had bee coward he had gone to sea no moic : it m^y l)e then 
he, mjgjflfiwe been excused, and made an rinhassador/ ** This 
hit^l^prd Sandwich made the diarist mad,*’ and hence- 
;>fertlv.hc^Sle the Duke down a“ blockhead,” and” the Duchess 
in^Rirse. 

j -^Wirh the Duke was associated the gallant Princ'e RujXirt, and 
surely no grander couple could have been found /or the work that 
lay be'-f^re them. When it was known that Albtirnarle Went forth 
with the ship.s, sailors came forward in crowds, because they were 
sure His Grace would see d\em p^-operiy fed and justly paid. With 
jHe lesson of Lowestoft before his eyes the old Admiral j^iad hardly 
taken command w'hen he issued an order of the highest importance. 
“If any flagship shall by any,accident slay l)ehind, ail ships be- 
longing to such flag are tc make all The way prjssible to keep up 
and endeavhur the utmost that may be f/u' destruetkm of the enemy, 
which is ahtuiys to be made the chief est care. And if any flagship 
shall be disabled the flag officer .sfuili remove himself into another 
shipitnd shall there command and wear his flag.” Albemarle must 
for all linie personify the application of militarism to mval .science. 
In the previous war be had done his best to secure the adoption 
« of the Line. His object bad been to give a law of order to those 
who would appreciate it. The Line once adopted beca*^^ a for- 
midable weapon in the hand of an expert, but rvas never tii^arded 
by those who fashioned it as other ^ban an engine of destruction. 
A man girt 'with a sword is^ in a better p3&$i|ioii, for fighting than a 
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noari witfa^u^t but m Orte tgttorant of its use a sword avails little, 
and iftay even serve %t times to make its .wearer look ridkulous, 
Mmsk had fotged the weapon ; Albemarle came forth to his 
fellow-seameu how to wield it. , ' , 

Not less fenthusiastic tliM his enemies, John ^ Witt, Pi^'dent 
of the United Nethoriand^nd the ablest minister the Dutch evir 
had, determined to do his Ittnost to reverse thr verdict of Ixiwa- 
stoft. The safe home return of DeRuyler augured well, but the 
Urand |c«onary resolved to go aboard himself. It was not that 
le thodglt to augment, De Ruyter's chance of victory, though he 
nea- all pa^ of a ship, an<f is credited witl/fbe invmition of the 
chain-shot, but he imputed the late miscarriage to errors in con- 
duct, and intended that the fighting line should have^he^yc 
of the Government upon it. I.'urthermore he endeavourufl 
alliamT***'’* the respdnsibiliifs of/ 

Louis of course was quite prepared for thijjjj^., 
pm on the busiest air of eager co-operation. With. 4 ' bfl 
wlucj deceived everybody he let it be known that he was hmi 

Ihipt ^ fleet of thin 

Agitati^ seis^ the Court of St. James’s. Engladf^as 

SeT^r? and fvom.,A6 North 

bca. Chailes s advisers were insistent. There was -of course' but 

one thing possible. Rupert, must be detached to deal with-tte 

hiench, while Albemarle Iqoked after the Dutch. - Had the English 

possessed two fleets,, each able to hold its own against the J^iinh 

*v,sio„ 01 w „igK, (.W ten i 

s<]uadron Albemarle could only muster about eighth shins to iDe 

Ruyter s hmidred, and the departure of the Prince 

iiurnbered bv twD tn l out-^ 

from.fe scene of aiuion. ^ »«e^fely bmmsd 


far from,4J)e sfcenc ofi'y^tion 

■n Red he Chose Sir a:».ophe, MySg, I.irs|i^^C:, 
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Anglian of humble birth * who snatd^p reput^&on m thcf' : 
Jamaica c;im|Miign, and §Lr Robert Holmei|»;0rWe« Africa^hiS^i|; 
who, like Myngs, h^d won a knighthood by the haidling of hfe ship' « 
luOWLVstoft. The Blue Squadron was commanded by a veteran 
of tfic l^rst' 'Dutch^ War, Sir George who had ' 

the iV/^, Seizing under him wne Sir William 

and Sir John HarWi^ l Prince Rupert iniro:^ AVn a/ James prei^^ajlkm 
with the 'Duke to part with Sir Christopher Myngs, whom m 
carried off his second in command^%gainst the French, 

' THE FIRST DAY. June t 



In 

sonte 


Rbyter in the Seih-n Provinces stood towards 
to a ianclion with his allies, the S.W. bree/e 

fancnored not far from Dunkirk. Albemarle 
kit had checked his ad\crsary fbund fhe centre 
Hell U) leeward of the rear, or left wing, Hi« 
fcT<'n*8Sy iniglii have justified a refusal of bailie. .Indeed 
me<i jifni for engaging. But apart from his own spirit, 

' cuuld- hardly be expected to brook retreat, the wind was 
him on the top of his foes. 

^moment iie realized an advantage offered him^ and with 
Sng ol delight he flung the whole of his force on the Dutch 
left wing. M \r. 1 *i»ask i.] These, under the younger Troinp, 
C7tt their cabled and the upf>osing fleets made shorewards on the 
starboard tack. 

Albemarlu doubtless hoped to annihilate one division of his 
enemy before the others could get 'into battle. f This excellent, 
conccfition War. frustrated by the chopjjy, lumpy state of the sea, 
lyhich prevented the shi])s in the windward station from using 
their lower tier o/^guns, Allxsmarle had not done nearly all he 
di;sifed when dir sight of the c^esasl renbnded hini that it was time 
to pill about, 'The English thereford turned towards their own 
coast. This movement gave De Ruyter his opening, and ha^ng 
* yfprked his way to windward he threw himself with hk^fresh 
.ripAhe latter ludf of the returning Engli.sh line. [Map. JlhjASE $Jl 

* Pepys. says hife father wsxa a cohbJer. 

Monk's attack '«R a piice of grand tactics i» evident, and 
shears %|^ong resemblance to ^lat of Ncljvon at the 
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The hotW ©f, ftd^day's fight iay h^,- was , 

sutrcwn^'d'ai^ jb^rdetjt converted to a sl|an«blesi,V‘^i^,,h*r<fiy 
a squl alive birt hitnself Mt W|fliam Berkeley roared dtS *eTusab 
to cmstant dffiiands for smtender, until a bullet in the throaj^, 



rHU'l-OUR DAys' BATTLE 
First i)ay, June i, ifi66 

■ [The figures represent groups of ships, not siingle vessels *] 

choked him, and rushing to his cabin hesflung hin^aelf on the 
and d¥*^ in agonic^, The ^i‘nry, with |he fag ©f Sir 

* Nufapotogy IS thought neoajisary for the reeiilincal aplkarance of tiriB aiul ' 
subsequent battle-plans. Tii5y are put foiward as aids S^thwimai^Btiwu , , 

not as epitomes of t^ographical exactitude. « W TTf 
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who had "been the I^uke of York^ Tkg (Tafjtaiii at 
Lowestoft, waugrie^usly by fitiilfeips. 1’^ fim apfjroached. 
the, with ife hooks, and burst into flame. Lioftst. 

■ aboard the flaming'^* vessel, liberated his^ own ship 

from claws of her «id^ish‘ apit^gonisi, and reamed her 

deck as a .secor^'brandcr /J^pewed on the o|)pOsite 

quaiier. two much for the sfirely tried cairi})anyr and 

ili^y mide for th^ bulwarks to leup overboard, Harman drew bis 
sword, rushed among themi and threatened’ to kill the first man 
who dared to desert hi^ ship. ‘I'hen by personal exam|)le he freed 
the I/enrjf fnom her second enemy only to find himself engaged 
by a third. Again he rallied his crew, again delivered his ship ; 
but %flaE»if^,’«^opsail*yard broke his leg as he actively assisted 
in the worll^ By this time ,tbc peYstjruted was in the clutches 
of Cornelius Evertzen,\rid fh^ilMtch AdrnfUl raising his^trum{X;t 
t^oi;,ed quarter to so gallant' a foe. But Harman struggled wil|i 
an eiilp: attiti^rtnd balancing himself *on his one le^, 
lis^'turn^ answer that he had only just begun to fight, arid #ith 
ithene^bruq^side killed Eveitzen himself the copfusion il^t 
lolloped, he slipped into safety ; and reaching Harwich little 
better than a wreck, refitted in baste in order to,, return to the 
fight. ' . 

On a land battlefield a broken leg is, of course, an obvious dis- 
advantage; on a quarter-deck things are different! 

SECOND DAY. June 2 

" Before the second day dawned the Dutch received a reinforce- 
men! of sixteen .ships. Albemarle wa^ now in a position of slill 
more marked inVeriority, but without the slightest hesitation he re- 
^tunicd to the fight, and by skilful handling retained the W'eatherh; 
gauge. If i )e Ruyler had felt distressed at his inability to sefee 
the fruits of victory promi'^ed by ovemhelmnig numbers on tfee 
first day, tnc secxjrd mus| have proved even more mortifying, ,^As 
the iwT) fleets passed on opposite tacks cannonading one another" 
tMAK Bhase ij, tile Veil?, and rear instead qf. acting in perfact^ 
Accord with, the centje, played each its oijpi game, van, 
ll!#Sng lost the services of Evertzen, were huddled together 
l|ke^ and shpeplike, were the more confused when Alberrnarte in 
ekcelleiu order }x>ured hi% broadsides into them. Being hard* 




THE FOUR DAYS BATTLE ® 

Second Da)\ June 2, 1666 

' \ Pad A>beinarle mgairi accepted battle, with good fortune he 
|^%ht have accomplished Tromp^s destruction; but instead** of " 
:««gaging the Dutchman from to leeward, h| fenced with him for ;; 

♦ Albcmklc wm quick to see tlie merit ofn'romp’s i^ck, and on his 

was af|prwards j^nacted that, when a fleet [iiidth lW V* 

weath^in hand} met a hostile force on the opposite* tacl|^t shoaM ' 

gaging pass on until the van was alongside the enem^Srear, that i« 

Pntil the opposing fleets were.in lingth equal, and in powoa «ippoBite« j ' 

accomplished the British ships could go about and hghl to 




■r%; SEA KmGS' OF BRITAIN ' 

* the wind arid won it Those who blame his tpidlong impetuosity 
on the first cky, can hardly blame his caution on this pcciision. 
He Bianaged to do considerable damage to Tromp, and \he 
\ * of his judgm^t w‘as attested by the skill of De Ruyter 

\/ mn to leeward, the fiigitives, and returning with 

stit^W-pf cknvaii^,.. rescitid the ffe-eating 'fromp from an 
^Unpleasai>f|fredican^^ 

Outnumbered by ^0 one the Duke had held his own for 
two whok days ; but his ihast> and spars were wounded, and he 
lacked the stimulus o( any great success. His fleet could do no 
more. He recognized the hopelessness of the struggle and stood 
reluctantly towards his own coast 


THIRD DAY. Junl 3 


On l)ie third day Alliemarlc continued his retreat^ Dividing bis 
fled into two forc'es, he sent the more severely wounded vessels on 
ahead, and drew up the remainder litie abreast to prolecl them 
from the enemy. At the extremities of his line he set powerful 
ships to debiif the enf'my Irom attempting a turning movement. 
So eitcellent was this dispr^sition, so masterly this grim bull-dog 
retreat that He Ruyter was unable to harass the departing ships 
as thp/lwiiide tbeir way north-westwaids to the Gunfleet, and the 
Deep entrance to the Thames [see map, p. 32J. 

. To theOuke all seemed to be going w^ell ; when, as day wore 
disaster happened Sir George Ayscue’s flagship,, the AYnrr/ 
the finest ship in the fleet, and for the moment acting as 
tinel at the nortliern end of tiie line, rati aground on the GallopjCr 
(hi. ITomp swooped ujjon her ; and before a rescue could be 
|%flfected, the ffkg came dowm. Overwhelmed by his enemies a 
l^ritish Admiral surrendered. Albemarle was furious. He ex- 
peeled the spirit of Harman to swell the breasts of all. 

now the cup of De Ruyter’s joy seemecd filled to overflow- 
%r tJirt of Ibu south arose the sails of a new sejuadroh of hardly 
less 'ftran twenty-five, Was it at last the dilatory fleet of France ? 

* Against any foe in th<i^ world but Albemarle he wt)uld bavp 
adueved a .^iumph Jong before. Sprely f%td would rAst, and 
enable him with reinforcements to put ih# finishing touchy tn his 
world He^strained his eyes to surv^^y when sud- 

denly |rom the English lihe arose .cheer cheer, wild hu;&zas 
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froni throa.% dry-pafcfeed with the heat of protracted battfe The 
approacliing fleet wis Rupert's I Albemarle hauled^ m the wihd, 
aiid De Ruyter realizing the change in the ^ituatibit ordered ^e 
Royal Prime to be burnt. 

' |HE LAST DAY 

* ''' . ^ •’ 

The English had now every reasonable -hope of arriving home 
in safety. They had fought a good fight again.^ terrible odds. ^ 
It was not to he expected that more could be done^ So fa^r, 
however, from dreaming of retirement the* Commander-in-Chief 
rated Rupert soundly for his unwillingness to join in on the night 
of his arrival, and ordered a renewal of the fight at *dawn. The 
Dutch had still mariy -seventy ships: Rupert had twenty-five* he 
himself had twenty-five wuerks. To his thind the balance was 
redressed. 

In his Memoirs tht gay Duke of Buckingham, boon companion 
of the Mer/y Monarch, tells a story which lifts the curtain and re- 
veals the stern old warrior on this the last day of thtfUattle. He 
and another in the flafzship discovered Albemarle loading a small 
pistol, Won%ring what u.se such a firearm could possibly serve 
in such%n affray, they enquired its purpose and found thi^-J»)uke 
steadfast not on any account to be taken, ** and therefore S^vile 
and I in a laughing way, most jnutinously resolved to throw him 
overbear^ in case we should ever find him going down tgt'.tfhe 
j)owder-room ”, * 

It was as well to be prepared for the worst, but there is no reasonSj 
to suppose that Albemarle %as doing»morc than guarding against 
a misadventure similar uf that which had visited Ayscue on the ; 
previous day. True, he no longer had the wind, but that to him 
was no insuperable difficulty. He had fought the great ' 

Tromp from to leejvard knd brmight the previous war to afcltflfel 
On that occasion some of his ships had weathered the 
line and some had not. As a result the, ^ Dutch liad been put 
between itwo fires with consequences ^ disastrous to theniselvel 
On t^^present occasion he doubtless* hoped; to repat the per- 
formance. With ac^iimfcle skill and fortitifde the English foipht 
their way through the|litc|i line as one may ibtgrlace the 
of one hand with those df the other. aRupert'j^.division, ic^ by Sir 
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' i Christopher Myngs in the Vtctory^ were ihi first in action, and 
the rest oi' fhe fleet followed as they could. Untortunatt^Sy the 
man/’euvre was not attended with the success that had previo’^sly 
.^ distinguished it The Dutch were nol^ single line ahead, but 
ranged imrallel to their foes in a red«pl|cated order. The slrips 
n&y have been symmetrically 'stafiouSd by De Ruyter as a 
gardener arranges iiis fruit-trees— 

* •* $ * * * 


or they Oiay have been huddled together in disorder as the van 
had been on the«. setond day. fn any case, the evcn|^ was the 
same. De Ruyter with the secondary line Ix^ai ifp into the wind 
as the English broke through the first ; aiH.! Rupe rt and Albenuirle 
foK^nd themselves in the very position in which they had hopechtu' 
put their adversiiries, Dutch to larboarr and Dutch to starboard.* 
It is little short of miraculous that an) rhips .survived to tell the 
tale, Albemarle, however, Jnstead rr.pining seems to haye 
wel^'OHgt^d a uniejue opportunity of using both broadsi%s oCjjfe 
entire fleet at the selfsame momr- u — this on the fourth day of 
a raging battle. ^ 

One roinmander whom Englanci could ill afford to spare swelled 
the list of lost Flag Officers. Hotly engaged Sir Christopher 
Myngs 0 reived a musket bullet in lus throat. Refusing to leave 
iht* deck, he compressed^ the woupd with his fingers, and for 
more than l.alf an hour ordered the fight until a second bullet 
put an end to his agony.* 


Mr. Pepy.s^attendtjd his funeral, was C'uriou..^ to tind that no one of 
nnttt graced the obsequieH of so brave a manv ** And an I drove away, about 
a dozen able, lusty, proper men come to the coach side with tears in their eyes, 
and one of them bfioke f«^T the rest, < M^c are here a dozen of us^ythat have 
dong known and loved, and served our dead commander Sir Christopher Myng^, 
and have now done the last pfince of laying him in the ground. All we ha'v’f »« 
our lives; it you will he ideased to get H.HtH. to gife us a fireship ’iimoiig u» 
all, here ;ue a dozen ot us, out of all which choose you One to he comtwandefv 
and the rest \y5U serve him ; and if possible, do that ^bich «hi»W our 
memoty ol our dead eommandesr and our reven^fe.’ ” 



Iv';, ' ALBEMARtE;:^ ^,2f, 

'fhe Ejigllsh were^|iot annihilated* On the contrary, they began 
iQ nmkfeaqme impression upon the ships to kx)wa|d of them- 
ppition enabl< 5 < 4 *them to bring these latter to dose a^ion. 
k ■*? l>e Ruyter was master of the situation, and when he realized ^ 
ffe; tknger tkit threatened a part of his force he put before the 
*4 ind, 'through the wolncjed English line, linked up his win®^ 
ward with his leeward snips, and si:)ed aw%y homewards well 
satisfied with the damage he had done, , 

Thus ended what must always be reckoned among the most 
himous sea-fights of all time, famous for the number of ships em- 
ployed, famous for the reputation of the two commanders, famous 
above all tor its fhiration and endurance. 

'ITicre 's no need at «d] to contend that the battle 
order to ‘save the credit ol Albemarle, It should not be necesstiry 
to-day ait^ more llian it was in the times of Vhifrles 11. During 
the four days Albemarle .vcounted for seven ships of the enemy, 

^ and killed or wounded mor*’ than 2,500 of his foes, l^ut his own 
casualty list ^ 9 as twice as long. More than 2,000 were prisoners*in 
the States, and twenty goo<l shijjs had passec|^to the enemy. Albe- 
marle* was defeated. But wall England readily forget this fight, 
this splendid iijusiration of the gallantry of her sons ! Utterly 
out-matched from first to last, England’s great Soldier Sailor 
achieved nothing greater than the glory of this defeat. Even if All 
else of him were forgotten, this battle alone would offer incense to 
his name. ^ Each day bore testimony to bis bravery and resouj^e, 
to his ready insight, his invulnerable gameness, and his power of 
inspiring men to die. When at the close of the fight the English 
sailors saw the great De Ru^^ter take^his leave, halting perhaps 
upon his thigh, but erect of Ixead and conscious of pOwer ; did they 
love their own commander less because he cursed the luck which 
prevented some of his ships from floating and all from making sail 
now that at last the |nemf ^ere on the run and himself wa^ le^ft ' 
the master ^yaramomit ! Tliere is such an adwture ob^umour 
and patho$ in this attitude that it may bej^v^ell to consult the 
Dutch interpretation of the scene. Did {bey eJtult ? commiserate ? ♦ 
pt;«imil<c^g)r»temptuousJy ? 1 he Grand Pensionary, who witnessed 
the battle with his own eyes, did not attexppt to Conceal his 
moukhnimt ** If the English were beaten|” he ^id, “ their 
defeat did them more honour than all thel| former viqj;ories. 
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kille^^iwa^ ship* '''burned, b|[i English 

' The gii^t battle is*MI of valuable lessons, but the felirth 
has an all it» own. The lesson taught did ndt escape 

attention. " was probably at the c*lc|^ of the campaign that 
Albeihade kid* before the Admiralty Jho sum of his experience, 
and it Wai |>erbaps in conjunction with Penn that he formulated 
a definite rule for the conduct of a fleet desiring to attack from 
the leeward position. The new manoeuvre, christened for short 
Dividing tibt Enemy ^ was intended to carry a portion of the fleet to 
windward of the foe with all the advantages oi the Line Ahead, 
and without the confusion that had ruined ’he attack of 4 th June. 
Thp v%n were exhorted to find u weak spot in their opponents* 
array, and finding it to tack through and bear down upon the 
ships cut off : the centre and rear, keeping theii; whadi to sexond 
the attack U{x>n the part cut off or engagi the ships that still held 
their position to windward. Faultless theoretically the stratagem 
was in practice exceedingly difficult, 'fhe possibility of confusion 
was not wholly remw^ed from the aggiessors ; and the defenders, 
if their order was good, could always frustrate the artifice l>y 
beating to whndward with an eciual number of ships. “ Dividing 
th^^ Lnomy '' was, however, a notable contribution to naVal science. 
At the least it revealed a perfect grasp of a difficult problem, and 
an attempt to solve it in a workmanlike way. 

Ht ** 

THE BA ITLE 01' ST. JAMES’S DAY 

< July 25, i666 

l)e Ruyter rode the sea in triumph after the Four Days* Battle 
and blockaded the 7'hames, where the shattered remnants of 

^ *The Four Days’ Battle is commemorateef’ by l|ryclcn in his poem Annus 
Mirabili^ (The Wonderful Year id66), and by tl>e picturcas of the younger Van 
de Velde, 1633-170). The artist was the son of a sailor with a wonderful taH‘nt 
for drawing ships. After learning all his father could teach him, he obtained 
permission from the Grand ^Pensionary to a'ccompmljr fleet; and in many 
of his battle* pieces the legend Mijn (iallimU proves hi« jpresenct;^,^ the fight, 
and attests the value ol the impression. ^The Vafde Veldes were the first to 
render shipping with abaolu^ fidelity. Full reliance must not b« jsliiiced on 
pictures before their time. |Both pgimcnrwere eventually induced by Charles 
II to ,wept the position o^ Warip Taiot^ W the Coati of Bt. 




ALBEJ^RLK 

Albemarl^j’s leet had^fak 


aken refu^'^Mounting guard 
Ife hoped that Louis XIV woiidd cdihe and faivi 

of JUngland possible ; but such action formed* no part of Lnjbis’ 
plan. He did not desire rb‘ see the English wferwh^nied any more 
than the r)utch. W}§mut assistance De Riiyter could ^ little 
more than.. blockade ; for i4bemarlc had still the of a flecl^ 

and it was impossible to say now soon he would 4e ready: 
no one was more surprised than De Ruyter when the old*J 
to sea again within fifty days of his defeat. Hut to say 
one from the King downwards made unparalleled exertions in" 
great emergency. Vague fears of Louis XIV added to the general ’ 
anxiety, and even at midnight jthe dockyards were as busj as a hive 
of bees. ^ 


Albemarle had now a fleet of ninety ships ; but ht; could not 
replace tht; bravp hearts that were gone, ^fen Vith tire skill of 
Lawson, and the courage of Harman and Myngs were not so easily 
found in Charles Il’s reign as in the strenuous days of the New" 
Model, 'inhere w"ere many new names among those who accom- 
panied Prince Rupert and the Duke, this |iine together in the 
J^oya/ Charles. But there was still Sir Robert Holmes ; and Sir 
Edward Spraggeanust also be remembered. Knighted by the Duke 
of York Sfter Lowestoft, he had in May gone shadow-clWSteg 
with Rupert. Returriing he was raised to flagrank in the room 
of Sir William Berkeley, and by his fearless handlurg of the 
Drcadncm^t the last di^iy of the four had won for himself Ae 
favourable regard of Albemarle. * 

I’he Battle of St, James’s Day bears the same relation to the 


Second Dutch War as the Iftttle of Stheveningen to the Fiist 
It w^as decisive and might have been final Both sWes were bent 
on battle. Among the Dutch Cornelias Tronip thirsted to prove 
to all the world that the father’s genius had descended on the son; 
He found himself iri comi^and di a splendid rear-di vision/ ai>«3 
aspired to put even De Ruyter in the shade. Bit h|s yalbur, like 
that of Ruf>ert’s at Edgehill, outran his disci»tJon. The English 
Blue Squadron which opposed him was the wejikest of the three ; 
and whik* stubbornly jesisting^ inch by inch ||ive Trrp|iip 

pursued, and in so doing lo.st touch with iV .^Ruyter aM ^ 

whb had forgc^jiten h^s HUreataent a% Lowestoft' in hm. 
desire to avenge his broiiW* .Tfe hdroes %ght as 
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5atd ftghti lm|; the English haxi equality v>f numbers, 

%«ti in the^ fleet knew that the eyes of the country were upon him. 

]k is not lo be supposed that all ships could boast the fuuous 
onslaught of the jRay<^/ Charks. In a short time she was too 
mauled to continue the action, and the Commanders had to shift 
their flag on board the Royal In the iiiterval Holmes in 

the Henry tbrew'himself into the gap ; and the |oree of example 
and the thought of what was expected of them made the English 
irresistible. De Ruyter and Evertzen exposed themselves in vain. 
Evertzeri died gloriously. But De Ruyter bore a xharmed life. 
As the English redoubled their efforts, and he saw that some of 
* his ships were flinching, he cried aloud in anguish, “Among so 
u^ay thousands of bullets, is there not one for me ! ’’ Recognizing 
the hand of providence, he fought on until the English attack had 
between those that would fight \o thq, death and 
that wwild not ; and then making sail he drew up his heroes 
as to protect the runaways and firougbt the survivors off in good 
^ order of retreat, lie had lost upon a fair estimkte twenty ships, 
and 7^0o men : but he had lost them to Albemarle, and surely 
that were no shame."^ 

The English might have achieved a more perfect of 

stiecCss had they been opposed by a coihgtandcr of Striking 

fortitude and less real skill. By his gallarKe^^lico to the main 
attack De Ruyter left his foes in no position iSHPt off Tromp on 
hk return. Thus he returned good, for ^evil, tds wild 

impeti||||ity had® not only given a grand tactical advaU^ge to his 
enemies, but had imperilled his very existence a- Heot Hu paid 
dfearJy, for the States dismissed film from their service ^ without 
compunction.^ 

Albemarle was now in complete command of ibe aud he 
patrolled the Dutch coast seeking for an opfKirtulity of further 
hicHning the mind of the enebiy toujards peace. In August the 
opportunity presented itself He beard of a big fleet of jEMtod 
merchantmen, i 6 o»strong, Atumded for thebr protection b/#ibe 
battleships they had OJi their n^turn home tuhen rftfuge in tbe 




* The EtigHfth lost bnc ship and some^oo i««n.^ 
t Dctailj* oi this battl-q are tax to i>eek, but there U gUnfl reason to aowose 
that Albemarle again raasaed hi« atrengtl on, the hoetlle van. If he 4ia^|0» 
Trom^'a temerity i^outd of cottrae conuifnite materially to tii^ 8ucce«}s»# 
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Vlie^ the wate^ay connects the North Sea and Ae ZnydeV' 
Zee between the Isles of Terschalling and Vlicland. * ^Albetnarle 
^vas quickly off the Vlie ; and stationing the main body outside 4he 
anchorage to prevent possible interruption, he chose a select 
band under ‘the leadership of Sir Robert FI olmes,' Whom he • 
stmcted to over|')Ower the battleships at his extreme leisure andf ; 
then let hx)se his ftreships bn the rest Whei?^ the turn of the 
merchantmen came, they were to be burned^ not captured. 
Holmes acted up to the very letter of his instructions, and inflicted 
on the enemies of England a loss of goods and specie i,;which a 
million pounds and more could not replace. 

When the news of this exploit reached i.ondon, the citizens 
still celebrating with fireworks the victory of St. James’s 
One hilarious versifier wrote: — . 

*!■ ' 

Our streets were thick with bonefires large and taU, 

But Holmes’ one bonefire made was W'orth them 






The demon- of fire was certainly abroad in i665. Brsm 
Burnet avers that the sparks travelled from the Vlie to Pudding 
Ijtlie, that the destruction of I.ondon was directly trac^|te m , 
Dutcdimen eager to avenge the outrages committed oia^ their 
coasts; , V’Qrtain it is t^at early in Septenibtf London 

ada -men pestilence in the terrors of the Tire. " 

when he received from the King 
3.1 once, for that none else could 
pacify tne turbulence of the people. ^ 

^ it ' 

ra;lbt’d)Oth natioi^ now inclined to peace. ^ Apart 
^i:ttf5^fron) JPlague and F'ire, Charles found tbe 
of warfare .strangely different from expectation, 
fe'for a speedy triumph and a rapid increase of 
ijhd the«realhy long grolracted and expermVe. |ie 
had hut one ambition in life,^no enjoy his own now that he had* 
W04 vit Unfortunate ly the»ministers of enjoymeifl drew ?^harie$ 
intd^i?''thousand extravagances, and sucked hk 1t>load like leccitesi 
For his comfort it was necessary that the vv^r Ihould cease because 
there ^vere so many bill3 reciumng payment ; if he fiostponed 
settling-day too long he might have to go on,.: his travels again. ‘ 


insistent » 
tingakh,,^^ 

Thei 
from 

He had 
wealth. 


*See map, p. 47, 
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The Dutch hesutily reciprocated his desire fill peace ; negotlatiows' 
were opened, and a conference went into Session at Breda* (May, 
1667). Charles made exorbitant demands which were in*. part 
warranted by his recent victories, but until terms could be arranged, 
warlike operations continued. 

^ Charles had drawn his own dedultton from recent events, and 
though his reasomng was false, the nebd of economy blinded him* 
He attributed the destruction of the Dutchmen in the Vlie to the 
wrong person. His mistake was natural, for every one up-cried 
the name of Holmes. But the honour of the occasion belonged 
in chief to Albemarle. “ Holmes’s Bonfire was a pendant to the 
Battle of St. James’s Day. Such exploits are only practicable 
when thefe is a fleet in being to deal with would-be deliverers, 
xffe King missed this aspect of the question. He resolved to 
harass the enemy Viith unsupported raids: and laid up bis shi]:)s, 
seventeen of them, including all the larger, at Chatham. Allxi- 
marie protested, Rupert expostulated ; but to no purpost?. The 
King was obstinate and overruled his coiuisellors.' At least he 
learned a lesson that no English ruler is likely to forget As if 
England could ever afford to do without her fleet 1 

Thous£inds of seamen, thrown out of mploy|ncnt. applied in 
wir ier thi pay they had earned, and, vowing revenge, <Wuered the 
services of the national enemy. From their intelligence tile I>utch 
President soon learned of Charles's wrongheadedness, and through 
tj^ir instrumentality lie obtained valuable information, ^-egarding 
the /navigation of English w’aters, ^iilently he laid his plans, and 
when all w^as ready he invited the co-operation of Louts XIV’s 
st^ldiers. •« c 


ENCxLAND’S HUMILIA'IION 

June io>.n, 12, 1$; 1667^* 

^In the first week of June, 1667, De Ruyter arrived ofi’ the 
45 uhfleet with mort^^ than sixty .sail oi the line and thirty fireships. 
Droppiijg anchor in the King’s Deep, he detached a smaller 
squadron ^th a few battleships, and nearly all the r\|g-vefit^Is. 
This arriv^ at Gr^i^end on Monday, lolh June, but found the 
the too intricate to make it possible to take 

London ^ De Rujter therefore determined to content"^ 



himself with Chath^ Dropping down stream, , the swnaller force 
rejoined file main fleet at the Nore, and an irnmffdiato attack was 
madfli upon Sheetness. Meapwhile the news had reached 
and thrown the capital into a fianic. The t>eacons wdSf'e fired 48 
in Armada days. Every one was in dismay. Reason took flight ; 
and though no one knew j^h^t to do, every one knew that thew 
were 100 Dutch ships in the! river, and thousand,*^ of French troO|wi 
waiting till some landing-place had been secured. He 1 |> 1 help! 
for God, and the King, and kingdom's sake I . . . There is hardly 
anybody in the court but do look as if he cried." The courtiers fled, 
like children at the approach of a peril which has been foretold 
to incredulous ears. 

The King, who had refused to listen to the views of Albem^rk 
while there was time, now cast himself upon the old Duke’s rnerby.. 
It was almost too late for anything to be done, but the CaptJki*^ 
General looked not at things in that light, and flung himself into the 
saddle without even feeling the temptation to reproach. It was well 
for England in that hour of need that she had at least one man. ^ 

Issuing orders for the concentration of artillery at Chatham, 
Albemarle collected all he could raise at the moment, und with the 
practised instinct pf the bom soldier rushed to Gravesend in order 
to stop tite i)rogress of De Ruyter up the Tham<js. 
capacity as Captain- General he had already arranped for the 
mobilisation of the land forces, and had ordered a bridge of bo^its 
between "I’ilbtu")’ and Gravesend to facilitate concentration at#e 
point of danger. lie arrived at Gravesend oa the everri^iof 
Monday, xoth June, shortly after the enemy’s departuro?, and.lilw^ / 
the sound of firing in the efetance guessed that th«^ 
forcing an entry into the Mellway. The noise was &he 
meat of Sheerness, and .Albemarle knew that the fort 
hold out, as its bastions were unfinished and its ordnaijce ufifc 
mounted. It held a lyave^gart, h<bwevcr. 
turned soldier for the once, had found a warm 
loved, and like Horatius of old held his own «against trement^^ ' 
odds in tlie^rm trust that those behind hipi wtre strei^th^niE^gjthe 
means ot^defence. Sheerness^was bound to fell, bm^th "^fifteen 
gtins Spragge resisted tor three hours iagai^^thirty pf the 
line. Three hours delay was yrvaluable. 

"with everything to be done." 


bombilR 
could nor 
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On- moTtilixug intaSCSfeiaKl^ He 

found^he dckjky^ wholly p»orga^s5^ jwid pra^cally dNgyted. 
Coi®l'^ evto at a did all that could' be dotl^. »T!i®ls; 

pride* of lying in the river, ex- 

tended ftOip Ro^ester to below Ufmor Castle. Be}(xw Gillingham 
Albemarle' mounted a gre^ boom ioMbss the river^ and below tlih 
boom he sank five vessels m the phannel to bjock the waterway! 
In this work he was assisted by Sir Edward Sprs^e who Iwui 
pressed onwards from vSheerness. The Lord General next turned 
liis attention to Upnor Castle; and with feverish hait^ t1 
batteries at either ^^^f the boorp to enfilade those who atte'^f 
to pass through. the Dptch approached he learned to his 
sorrow that the diSnel was incompletely blocked. . Without; a 
moment’s hesitation he resolved ip person to stand in the path 
of^ the invader. Between the boom and the Chark$ he 

M^drawn up three of the ^smaller battleships broadside on. In 
these he embarked his fon'cto defy once more De Rpyter on the 
fibad, and die 'in defence of the ship he loved. The youthM ahd 
chivalrous gallantry of the grand oldipuk|i moved deeply ; the 
hearts of all beholders, and inspired ariSw the spirit of patriotism 
which had of la^ so sadly waii^. 

Happilj^ England was spared the sacrifice. The 
below the boom delayed De Ruyter, and the Dukb 
ashore to complete his preparations. He had done whaC 
could dOiivjth means inadeqi^ate, when on the following day De 
Ruyter found a waterway, and moved to the assault He de* 
strbyed the batteries that flanked the boom, and sent a ^ip to 
break the barrier. The ship%truck ojf the boom, and a secofid 
joined her. The weight of* the two bJoke it dowif Ifhe 
shriek^ applause, and moved against the devoted battleships^ 
Each- in turn wa.s taken mid fired. Wilder and fiercer howls of 
triumph swelled ; but>hen ^le roaf of battle lulled, and the bCKHg 
of guns subsided, the voices of Englishmen were h^rd from foreign 

dticks chanting in derisive unmom “ We have pome to get our pav I *’ 

Tor -^" ■ ■ . t ,r . . 

Bluke i 



m\ act vjmpamment tlwe Dutchmen moved again^ .Ithfe. 

This^ splendid ship, in wj|Sc^ flew J;b^ flkjg of 
ft with Spain, m which Mo^gu had Sp^ed hi$ ; 

'in 


whe^f brought the Ki^jg home agai 
. Highni^9«raiad yifbn his laurels, at Low^ 
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imA dona sudi wonders on those four days, th% 

^ of all that England honoured , and all that she revered, subrOiited 
helplifessly while alien hands hoisted aloft the %g that she had 
^ humbled, and carried her away to adorn a victor's triumph. 

If a ‘few tears forced themselves into the kern eyes of that 
hard old chieftain, and glistened therf before he bJinIced them 
away, will men hocour him the less ! 

On the last day of the agony De Ruytfir picked his way higher 
up stream, and forced his way past Upnor Castle. Three first-rkes 
were near at hand, J^oya/ Oak, Loyal I^ndon, Moydl James. 
De Ruyter meant to have them. ^Thoiigh the shallow waters could 
not hide their shame, Albemarle sif’mk them at their moorings, 
kncdthje Dutchmen were forced to burn what they cou]<l not move. 

Now at last the artillery reinforcements began to arrive, and. 
Albemarle to liv^ agajn. Cane in hand he suj)erintend^‘d the di$^ 
position of his pieces amid a perfect storm of shot. The immin* 
ence of his p^ril brought remonstrances from those about him. 
** If I had been afraid of bullets, I sirould have quifted this trade 
fr long ago," was all the, notice he took, k'rom (iillingbam opposite 
Sir Edward Spragge returiied an answering fire, and De Ruyter 
found that he could do little more in a confim:d space where 
ribiliiag but the shallow draught of his ships made Sperations 
pciisible. He had done a world damage, and his fireships 
were exhausted. As soon as the tide allowed, he dropped down 
stream : but for weeks he blockadeti the river, prohibitL^ ingress 
to all British ships, 

Chatham was saved and half the fleet. But where was England's 
honour, where was her pra^tige ! I 

We ail have ainn^, and Thou hait laid iitt lUw 
Ag hatnble earth from whence at first weyfme ; 

Like flying shades befote the cloudi we 
And shrink like parohmetrt irt $onmhung flame. 

O pass not, Lord* an absolatc^dfettee ; 

Or bind Thy sentence unconditioita}. 

But in Thy .sentence our Temorae fore««e ^ 

And in that fi^esight this Thy doc»» recall.^' 

j|,Thy thre^nings, Lord, as J'bine T^pa.mayfiai rsVokaM 
But if immutable and fixed they stand. 

Continue stilt Thyself to give the starve, . . 
is And let not foieign foes (%prei»s Thy jisuidL 
^ JpHW'VPlWlttBf 




.,ALBERl'fe.E - t 

Nothii^ is^ morc Strange in the Second Dutch WaJ 
startling sudde|tness of its close, I« June De Rnytej was in the 
Midway, in July the delegates at Breda affixed their signatufts to 
a treaty of peace. The Navigation Act was amended in faivonr af 
th- Dutch, knd their preponderating influence in the East Indi^ 
u/’knowlcdged ; but the V^est Indies were set down as a Brittsti 
of influence,, and the British occuf)ation o'? Cape Coast Castle 
Mid New York was verbally confirmed.* The achievement of 
terms so satisfactory by a power degraded in the dust requires some 
explanation. , ' 

While the sea -powers fought, they had neglected the self-ap* 
pointed umpire. So engrossekd were they in the struggle that they 
stopped not to consider seriously the puzzling behaviour of 
sea -power that missed no movement in the game they played 
When' De<, Witt ^had planned his i)aralvsing coup,^ he invitedi^ouis, 
XIV to take part in a sc^heme which promised the overthrow of 
thoi i' common enemy. 'Fhe Grand. Monartjue yawned and expressed 
himself delighted with tlK.‘ prospect. There is no reason! to dis- 
believe his profession. 'Ihe Dutch had craved terms of j>eace, 

, and from sheer exhaustion' the English had laid up their fleet. Tftis 
was tin ‘ hour for.y. which he had watched and waited. The time was 
ripe, and liouis w'ent a-harvestiag. For long he had feigned 
lack of interest. He bad been A>ored as he had wished, at 
forgotten. Nqw he threw his hanoRjpon the table, certain of his cards. 


Poor detracted De Witt 1 .-As he received news that the Royal 
Charles wks being ignominioiisly trailed across the North Sea, he 
was already face to face with a new and more deacHj^ peril. The 
army of i^'rance which he had nopid to plant on England's 
was reducing the stftngholds of the Spanish IJetherlands. What 
opposition could the Sjianiards offer to the soldiers of Martinet, thfe. 
i^e-w'orks of Van nan, and the leadership of Turenne! If Louis 
d&ed his boumlary th the Phine, ff France extended in unbrdk^e®- 
.liige’^from the Pyrenees to Antwerp, what hope ©was left*for dsej 


Dutch Republic^ which had hardly endured ®ynth English hel^ 
against the divided power of Spain ! » . 

* The ^British East India Cn. lutdiy survived on- 

tt» foundation. The Dutch morio^iy drove the 
Peninsula, and the Indian Empue efi need 

'Dutch are stiU in poasesakm of the islands .lndie«^4*r,. "* 'V' O 
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If were glad of i)eace in 1667, so alsojvcre the 

.Dutc&v 

/ ' fl} ' ’■ _ ■» 

Aibe|;iM^^ did not long survive tht' disgrace that his country 
had sun^l|d. His health had been already undermined by the 
strenuous exertions of a life which Yew are called upon to Jive, 
and the sad close cf the campaign had a most detrimental effect 
upon his spirit. In retirement at New5i;ril his country seat near 
Chelmsford, the change and rest did wonders. For a while 
returned to the burden of his duties. Ihit ere long he \\as onefe 
more prostnited by a return of !u‘s m;d u,y, and small hopes were 
entertained of his ultimate recovery, 

Hf t;yndur<'d his sufferings with extan]dary patience, and never 
failed to smile cheerily on all who vi.sited him. 'Fhe Ar<'hbishop, 
who had learned to love him in the days of pestijpncc% was 
frequently at his side, and the King tore himself away from his 
pleasures to visit his greatest subject. 1’hc poor old* warrior was 
^prevented l>y the nature of his sicknes.s from lying down in bed, 
.and to the last sal propped up with cushions in his chair. I’he 
winter of his illness was very severe, and llu^ cold augmented his 
stiferings. If it would hut yield, men siiid he still might rally. 
Tlllrend c«une very peacefully. Death stole on tiptoe' into tin; 
room, and Albemarle welcomed him “ like a Roman general and 
soldier, standing almost up in his chair, his chamber like a tent 
open and all his offh’crs about him.” The tears his old 
retainers testified' that with all his niartiil renown he combined 
other lovable ijualitie^. 

The gr<ia.£ man was burred with pomp in the Abbey of West- 
minster, and all were anxioUs to erect fo his m<?mory a monument 
of the loyal lion heart who had served so manfully his 
country and his King. Charles, howevt‘r, claimed a son's right 
ip the matter. He would at Ifls owi]^ Ixpegse erect a memorial 
to tin best lilt hm;. that ever man re.spected. Perhaps it hardly 
necessary to add tYiiyi he forgot to do so. 

1'here is a story told pi the old Duke in his latter days ivhich 
brings 'his ^figure forcibly to view. ^His str^iigeift temptirance was 
a source of endless amusement to the , cavaliers, who cared not 
whether it was white wine or red, sojohg as the niglH was merry. 
At titles the Duke would lament the decay of manners, and then 
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his at^)st.irtence proved annoying.^ I’be lighter his 

(iieiy affcf'.ted, and lured him at last to an orgy. 
hearitJly, nor did the old Duke flinchi^ He nw wiiifcljke a 
man. They plied his cup %nd he drank again.' ‘ 
on, and every chair was empty save one. Noting w|K tellef 
general subsidence ,the old man rose, shook hjmself,^ and with || 
snort of disgust, stalked olf to a Privy Counal meeting as sobei^ ' 
as Rhadamantljus, ^ 

Never so happy as when working, Albemarle allowed him*^lf> 
conference with a trustie friend in a spacious room ** by way of 
r(‘]iixatioa. He was of a very cornly personage ; his countenance 
very manly and majesrick ; die whole fabrick of his jbody veiy 
strong ; his constitution very healthfull and fitted for e 

ncivcr was known to desire meat or drink till called to it, which 
was but otice a day, and seldom drank but at' his meal. He WUf ; 
of a great natural force : his eyes were a little deficient at 
distance, but ^ near hand were excellently usefull, being abl6 to 
the last to read the worst hand-writing without spectacles. Hi#; 
ears were so quick that it was dangerous to Vhisper in the rooi%,’ 
without you would have him privy to your discourse. His |udg-^ 
ment wa^slow Hut sure. He was very cogitative, and of 
natural- prudence, and cunning in his own affairs. He %as a 
person of great veitucs, so w^holly resolved to worthy actions, 
he did not lye open’ to the ordinary temptations of mankuid/^ 

Thus biographer and friend. Even Fepys, who had godd 
reason to dislike the |)uke, confesses to his JJiary : ‘‘The Block- 
head Albemarle. liath strange |uck to loved, though he be the 
Ireaviest man in the world, but stout arjd honest to his «:ountty.^ 



ROOKE 

BORN 1650 — PIED 1709 

I ask nae, Be ye Whig or Tory ? 

For Cominonwcalth^or Right Divine ? 

Say, Dear to you h England's glory’ ? 

Then gie’a a haird o‘ thine, 

— Olo So?«g 

f ' fi» 

EOR(jh^ ROOKE was born at Ointorbury in the year after 
J Charles Vs executioif, and was therefore §tiU an infant 
when Cromwell brought Uie Tirst Dutch War to a dose in 1654, 
When he reached the age of fifteen the Second War broke oub 
and he resolved, like so many others, to serve as a volunteer. 
IVue be was still a boy ; hut to his serious sober nature the school 
oTAlbemarle must have made an extraordinar)' app^l There is 
''"'vo 0 b that is common to both characters, the same honesty of 
f |j^x)se, the same faculty to do great deeds, the same forgetfulness 
claim the smallest credit for themj> But there is otBs?'^cr>n.spi<'U- 
‘{ons quality in Aibemark which remains latent in the soul of his 
«Sulfcessor. With all the makings of a hero Rooke eschewed the 
rote. Had ibtjen in Grenville'/ place at Flores he would un- 
doubtedly have joined Lord Thomas lloward, not from any desire 
to avoid jytion but as a first step in the definite organization of 
success. %ere were occasions in his career when fate, too strong, 
forced him to play the more attoctiv^ part p but his deligbt lay in 
‘ thasteriiig a situation, and watching its development alony the lines 
6f h^#own ofdainiftg. Does anyone sup]>ose that JMward HI 
‘ prefefed ^ station by the Cr^cy windmill because h# feared to 
As brave a.'^the Pl|ntagenet Rooke would 
; all essentis^ dispositions down to the minutest detatf; and 
^ single out an ^Ijltant to glory confident that the youth would 
his sjjgirs, " ' ' ‘ 





Hfe for fostered 

iilte hK $4^0mX0 There is no'iS 

t|fet it $m^ % li^d^ iAtd^ofirical opponents ocdte^'t«i':| 
hi« ^nd minimis^is worth. If all 

his disprau^e were tme, it woul^be a little difficult:* l^ ar^ 
howf he drew attention to himself "at Solebay and l%prexet ;> bd^ " 
hr distinguished hiirnself at Bantry Bay and Seachy Head; 'bow 
he brought relief to Ixiudondbiry ; how he taught 
the Battle of Barfleur, La Hdgne ; how he sihged King ai| 
Spam's beard at Vigo , hovT he captured Gibraltar for the 
of the Sea ; and stood at hay like a wounded deer in ^^0 cff 
Malaga. ^ 




THE THIRD DUTCH WAR. i 67 a -74 
In" the hour of EngUnd^s humiliation the (irand PetisioniM^ 
had abandoned hostilities in order to give his whole ntiontJon to 
the new menace which threatened the very existence of hfe 
country. By his winning persuasiveness of speech he gained 
good offices of Sweden, and at the beginning of i6dif set Ibe 
crown on his career by inducing his late enemy to foifget 
bitterness of ^tnfe and join him in repelling the unsertj 
aggressions gf France. The three powers compelled Lo 
abandon his project and evacuate the territory of Sptitin. 
was intensely mortified, but he secognized the futility of exp^. 
lation. ^I-Ie therefore slrufi^^a medal to celebrate his magnaniu 
m giving back what he ought never to have taken* ^ 

As a diplomatic achievement the Triple Alliance WaS 
and brilliant. But its benefls were fofe-ordained tO be tmnsa^ry^ 
not from any error in the passionless 'calculations of ^ 

from the waywardness and frailty of human nature* ' 

I'he Triple Alliance did nothing to convince Ww 
conduct had been ^?^ntonlj 5 aggr4sive* It served utiercl^ to 
fer his misehievOUvS activities into a hew 
s«m«^ desire im revenge in his heart, he rthrtured'hen^l,^ 
hO mahgtlant a hatred of the Dutch that plins for tSdr'idlei 
tion mohopoiized his^thougl^s. This woukjj^ve matteredi 
^ Witt had felt secure in the sanctuary M- n^y 


|COrO{MatK»||, 




'Utere «|8 ■eacellent rkson for Enghnd'l 
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conquest df the Nctheclands would put France, in 
. df wider sea-board and priceless havens, Jt would enabib |ier 
^ to bestride the English Channel, carry her fleets by proprietary 
right through the Straits of Calais and kitock insistently at Lon^ 
don's Water-gate, Here were motives tlmt would have influenced 
($harlks had he. been guided solely by his country'^? interests : here 
were motives that ^.should have ratified a lasting association with 
De Witt But Charles was much wrought upon by humours aiid 
opiniona^' He was too shrewd to allow Louis to make a cat's }m.w 
of him, but he had not forgotten or forgiven the Medway incident 

Thus it came to pass that before the IViple Alliance was two 
years old, Charles consented to perpepate in conjunction with Louis 
what he hkd refused to allow Louis to perpetrate alone. By the 
Secret Treaty of .Dover (1670) he agreed to takt* the side of l/Ouis 
against the Dutcli on condition that a British naval officer should 
command the allied fleets, and that on thi^ conclusion of the war 
.England should receive fortresses and islands that would give her 
the command of the Scheldt. 

Englishmen may well be ashamed of this infamous contract. 
Tt is taie that bi|il the signatories had ground for annoyance : but 
without further provoc ation from the Provinces no s(df-respecting 
{)dwer could ventilate its grievance openly. FurthiTmorc^, neither 
contracting party w'as able to seek a quarrel and retaliate alone. 
Charles was in ill -odour wuth h\\ Parliament. Fhey were already 
enquiring with some heat into the misai>propriatiofi of funds during 
the late war, and were unlikely to make a more generous allowance 
in the event of renew'al. The French King was kept in sober 
mo;)d by the very existence of the ^confraternity. Charles was 
hami>ered tV ^ant of mon6y,, ancl Louis by England's plighted 
^ word. In the Scenjt 'i'reaty of Dover Charles sold England’s 
pbghted word, and hired out the British Navj as a bravado sells 
hif bkde. To this day Englislfmen gtiiy shfiire Charles's desire 
Cor a final fling gi tlie Dutch, but they cannot foigfve the sale 
of Thigland's honour* for some paltry pieces of gold. 

. THE BATPLE OESOLEMV / ’ 

M'ay 28, fdy*' ' . 

The year?! 1572 and 1672 .set side by sid« affewd rather.ifi^triking 
'fcontras*. _ <^h both occasions the Dutch were roatc^ed^th a 
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forniidablt^ power : but in the da;jil‘ of Philip II they reli^ to tbe , 
{jassivf? co-operation of Eng)and, in the days of I^uis they were 
facM by her active hostility* The prospect was gloomy, bA at 
least the Beggars of the Sea” were nobly represented ’Louis 
might bribe the princelingsof the Rhine for, temporary land-access 
to the enemy, but permanent possession of the I^rdvinces tumea 
on the control of the natural approach throu^ the waters ’ 
Ruyter comthaftded. , ' 

It was the task of the great Dutch admiral to frustrate; ^11 j 
attempts of his enemies to use the sea as a waterway to Holland 
At the outset he hoped to prevent the union of their fleets^ but 
the unprcpatedness of his owk Government rendered ^this im- 
possible, and he reached the Straits only to find that the 
had already taken place. He therefore simu^ted^ flight ; and the 
allies ajnchared at, their extreme leisure in Solebay ^ roadstead, and 
proceeded to mature their plans. 

The recent ^eath of Albemarle had removed the one man in 
England who w^as really a match for l)e Ruyter. In his place thx!; 
Duke of York rcassumed tlie command which lie l||| abandoned 
after Lowestoft. He was as.sisted in the command of the Red 
Squadron by Sin>John Harman, who had fought so well in the^ 
hour Day.s*^ Battle, and by Sir Edward Spragge, who never missed 
a light through fault of his own. At the conclusion of the Medway 
business he had conducted a smart^can)|mign against the Barbury 
pirates, wliich for the completAjness of its success challenges toip- 
parison with the work of Blake and Exmouih. ‘On the prtssent 
occasion he hoisted his flag in the London,-^ and numbered atiiongg 
his sUiff no more admiring disciple than lieutenant Ggorge Rook^ 
The Blue Squadron was commanded by Monta^, Earl of 
Sandwich, who like "his chief had not met the Dutch since Lowe- 
stoft. He was now toj^royf that r^ot in vain had he served an 
apprenticeship to Blak©. « ; ^ ^ 

the White Squadron (X)mprised the French sMjp, about thirty 

♦Now kitoWMi Soutbwold Bay. , %, 

t As the Loyul London this ship had been sunk in the Me^ay and parttaBy 
destroyed by pe Ruyter. Sift had bedh a gift trom the mi Charles 

hoped the, citizens would subscribe to salvage and reconanctson. Di^n. 
pointed in paid the bill hjmwlf and knocked off 

vesselV pride, 
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iD tmmber, iWd more than one 4 hird of the entire for^e. Their 
commaiidts was lean d'Estr^es {1624-1707]. Brought as a 
soldier, he had distinguished - himself in battle, and risen to the 
rank of General in Mamrins viratwith $pdtu\ Serving tot 

was the celebrated Abraham Duquesne [1610-88], ait in^tuou^:; * 
‘hot-headwl Huguenot, who had been bred to the sea from e«rhe« 
youth, had learned the art of war in combat with Spanards and 
Algerines, and according to his more entbusiastiqf biographers 
should bo credited with the inspration which made Colwrt what 
be ms. That Duquesne Was. the greatest French sailor of the 
age is Indisputable: that he was dissatisfied with his p^tiOn m 
the fleet fells very far short of tli^; truth. He was boiling wifi 

""^curefn the conviction, that De Ruyter had ruh^away from 
him Tame'S made no immediate effort to follow. Perhaps he 
plural himself as he thought that the great seaman bardly dared 
to face the combined naval jKiwer of England fnf France, / 

2 7th May Lord Sandwich approached him and pointed outth.i 
the wind was blowing from the wrong side, of north, and that 
though there was no danger of their running aground, 1 

sidlmg presumption that De Ruyter would approach before th- 
‘wiild and catch them ol/ their guard witli none too fhuch room 
toljly to sea, James replied very tactlessly, but evidently, m 
oI opinion, very wittily, thatihe Earl’s susceptiblUoa were prob 
ally occasioned not by the d<mia|>ds ol seamanship, .but by ihi 
urbmptings of nervousness. 'Fhe Earl returned to his shipcoii 
ceuling with difficulty a rankling annoyance and a strgngc di. 

^"or£e nc?xt daV De Rfiytet, flyirti?' his flag in his gloved 
P,minces, bore down before an easterly wind while the all., . 

slumbered and slept. - 

. The three divisions of th% Angip-T‘’reig:h array ’ 

sbWet and looking s<;‘.i\wards the Duke in the cen^u * !, 

iiladronon his 4eft, and the Freqchmen on his r^Hfc. vviic 
title was ordered at sea, the White had the honmr ol leadii ;.. 
'%he vani the Comnumder-in-Chief with the Red toccupie ' 
best |K)st fpr observation in the centre, and the Onnii^ j 

up the rear. This custom did n^*t prohibit the Bluu frpffl 

Whit.-- It a sudden euTergency, pr^*‘b ' 
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maniicd it, I^rd Sandwich saw the menace fim, ^d in 

tote to Ret to s» was earliest away. With h» m „• 

■round Wnmeir inmediaMly engaged >rth fte ngltt " g ; , r 

Tliiyter's force. , The Red Squadron followed him. ^ 



^HE BApLE OI^ SOLEBAY ^ 

May 28, 167a ^ * 

Unfortunately the White division did qot act Isn concert twA;|ts 
partners. Perhaps D’Estrees ^ intent on l^lechnit^ 
lead the line ; perhaps *he acted from sheer ij^rance aribkh ^e. 
regretted afterwards ; perhaps^as Duqaesne 
ally runniPK away. Whatever his reason he ’*^1^4/10:^%;^.} 
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port tack ; and every ilich:e'f water he ?$eparatedl him ever 

more widely from t^e divisions of Jamej> and Montagu. / • 

lie Rityter, vrh6 by reason of his vigilance alone deserved to win 
the gave a display of skill in itself sufficient to secure 

this fame. His fleet was inferior to that of the allies by ten ships 
at the least. But instead of allowing his left: wing to engage tlm 
French, he detaclied a mere fragment to hold them ; and reserved 
the remainder at his side. Then he delivered a furious onskugb| 
upon the English centre whom he now ecjualled arrd perhaps out- 
niimbered. Young Rooke in the London was witness to a ^ht 
of unparalleled importance, celebrated, and desK^rvedly so, 
skill of th^^; enemy and the dogged unflinching courage wnth WIfeb; 
n^et. 

i'he Blue squ^idron under Montagu was doing Vonders, 

F^arl himself was bound for honour’s sake to prove to aH the Vii|pp 
Bait the Duke of York’s reckless gibe was as undeserved 
4^'rtainly was ermd. He liad a S[)leiulid ship, and from earliest 
morning to midday he fought like u lion. His first antagonist, 
lire Groot ffollandhi^ ran right under the Jameis how^sprit, and 
from her coign of vantagtf inflicted frightful carnage with a raking hie. 
Do what he could Sandwich could not get cle^r. N^^^thing but 
the turn of tide or the }<^ss of his bowsprit could deliver him* 
In this {)osition he* was attacked by Van (Iheul, the leader of the 
Dutchmen’s right, who brought another great ship to second his 
endeavours. From behind u veil smoke they launched two 
fire ships at him. Sandwich slt‘w Van (ihent, fended off one fireship, 
sank tlie other with his broadsides, and carried the Groot IL&Ilandia 
boarding. ^ lie ^ul! had two antagpnists. Grieved for the loss 
of Akn Ghent they fought well, and sent another fireship down 
upon him. Sandwic h disposed of her too, but the Jamei 
was exliausted. Her deck wa^ blood-slaked, and the debris hung 
%baut her shrou<ls. Up aloft the tiiatered *flag” still flew. If no 
' salvation came the Royal James how to die. fdtflossly her 
sent down anofher fireship, and then the end caiie quickly, 
^^^efore anything could be done the ves.sel was in flames^ Those* 
ijtbout iheiilari besought him to mve himself, but he refused to 
'Abandon his ship while a shadow of hope remained. He stood 
there to |he end, and when the ibip blamed red from stem to 
sterrw be ^Jfopped overboard and perished in the waters. 
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but w«!?re 


Tho^, did tbmobest to lielp him : 

diemivavel' r^scu^ 

ifhk vanward bad come his relief. 1‘heyJ ' 

rfrise engaged* The smallness of De Ruyter s bis 

grand attack on the English centre left his right wing we^er than 
the opposing Blues. The foremost f^iips of Montagues division* 
under Sir Jos^Jh Jordan, seeking antagonists smd finding none.,, 
tacked, and gaining the wind doubled at first upon their adyl^"" 
skries’ right. Continuing upon the new course they were in 
enabled to bring assistance to the Red division, although by doir 
^Jthey sacrificed unwittingly the Commander of their own. , . ' 
The centre needed them. Mere De Ruyter was suri>assing 
;b|iilknce of his dispositions by'the vigour of his personafprop^. 
^togling out the Duke -of York^s ship, ihh Prince, he subjected her , 
cannonade which no vessel afloat could sEand* James, ' 
ip meet a right royal welcome whenever he fought at sea, 

With exem[)lary fortitude, but the Prince was put out of action 
he abandoned fier for the St, Michael and the stalwart arm of S'ffr 
Robert Holmes.'^' 

'Fhe fight grew fast and furious all along the line. I'he English . 
played a losing g;|me as they alone can play it. Eight captain.s fell 
it their po^t ; and the soldiers on board, here for the first time re- 
fcrred to as “Marines,’’ received a tribute of universal commenda- 
tion. Ere long the Duke had agaiq to shift his flag, and this time 
came aboard the London wher^^it is certain young Rookc eye*d him , 
with eager interest. 

At last the terrible grif) relaxed and the English resized thp-t, J 
the trial of .strength was over. The honour of the Navy w«iS'' 
vindicated. The union flag®still fluttered in the breeze. 

De Ruyter had not done all that he desired. But though no 
captive ships were carried in triumph to Holland, the battle Had been 
a costly one for the Ei{glish*! ^ If thiSr ships had not li|;een as 
as their hearts, the defection of their ally must h^ve ruined thcmjg 
* * 

• Sir Robert had been selected to inaugurate the Third Dutch 
he had the Second. In flagrant violation' of internatJonak morality 1 
tacked the hotue-returning smerchanimen of Holland Ip a if pre 
peace. The insult was sufficient ; but Charles was l^ifcrly S 

Holmes’s failure to capture those had attacked* ^ ' * 

quently under: a cloud, and did not hold flag-rank in = 





bNds ■ 


' Aithniiirh the aHies w^eafc not annihilated at Sotebayi tlS|y ^ 
IS crif^S -d their attempt to command the water-bad to 

f ofiand was for a time baffled and ufwet 

'' ' ' ' ' ’ o’’- 

. A few4ys after Solebay Louis XlVs army achieved an ftsrtitniA- 
iJmccS Between Paris and Amsterdam there are unp..d.medb 

enough for tS war 

4oS end! 4e ibtad well begun. Fortunately for the 
r4ompanied his arms in person; and h.s hesrUUK.n ui>on then 
threshold gave his enemies a momtmtary breathing-space m w tieh 

'’^Thl4arth?cri£ in theflife of De Witt. For twenty yeawhe h^ 
ruled tlte States through good report and ill. J 
forced Him to deVelop naval [tower ; ^d althoug \ 

stalled the military .strength, it is difficult to 
i, the English wars had not absorbed his revenues, 

^ army would only have served to remind the dissatisfied oHlut old 
IgiL and the Stadtholders. But now with Turenne J 
[lolland rcuired the soldiers of Maurice as 

Ruvler Do Witt was almost at the end of hxs r^Ufces- »'c 
looLd' around for allies, fenced with Louis regarding 
prepared to cut the dykes, hot himself it was . 

bate of the unthinking mob hounded him to Ins doom. _ 

^ was barbarously murdered in the st^ds of The 
• with h-is brother Cornelius. '!>« thtrf Wilham 

of Nassau was .set in hfe room- at the head of ®" 

brought to hfs ta.sk a genias etiual t« De Witt s 
alitv that bred a jdwotion never offered to the 
pjsionary. Among his first actions he recalled CornelnJ/Tromp, 
jcomposwl th- differen-e which- had l^e^t hj^ from 
the fatal action t*f St. James’s Day, and ualully A ' 

headstrong leader a promise to act in strict accord ^ ' 

trtion of De Ruyter. Meanwhile the inund^K^ A .i,,. 

' :'witt left .the town^ standing Uke^islands b tbe . 

success of this defensive tnea-sure was attributed . to William a 
incseajsed his jxipukrily. Only wbqi he found himsetf com!^^_ 
Admiral for sufficient powder to cxmtinue tlie sts«»fi 



R#KE' 


ashore did ih^Stadtholder realise tfcc extremaity 
was reduced, ’ , " , ' 

While Holland was in the throes of dissolution, JEngtea 
asunder b}* religious strife, was so little ready to continue the? 



that De Ru)'ter might h£ye pai^a second visit i 
aiding in :€Oacert with the 
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William to preveut th^ English from landing reinforoemcnts for 
/ Louis, and otherwise td maintain a defensive Utfcitnde^ he <?h6se as 
hif base the Schoonveldt, a sand-protected roadstead at the mdnth 
of die Scheldt ' 

Airiong other enormities in the Secret Treaty, Charles had 
^^rlgl^;ed to avow himself a Romanist The actual declaration 
w^s postponed I «aBut «h 5 s religious tendencies had already set the 
Commons in a ferment, and now gave rise to a Test Act which 
debarred from service under the Crown all who were unwilling to 
dissociate themselves from the rites of the Church of Rome*^ This 
deprived the fleet of Sir Robert Holmes, and the Duke of York 
who had already forsworn the reli|Jion of his father. The com- 
pmod of the fleet was accordingly transferred to PTince Rupert,, 
whose exalted ranl^ enabled the French gracefully to accept their 
subordinate position. 

Harman the dauntless followed the Prince, and Sir Edward . 
Spragge found his deserts in the command of the Blue division. 

So long as the allies attempted to draw him from *Hiis hole/ De 
Ruyter was for the most |*art content to dis^tppoint them. Bui 
the w^ind put a clmnce in his way he was? ready to le^ip at 
tf/mld provide his visitors with just suflicient reason for R^ekir>g 
friendlier waters. Then making judicious use of the shallows lie 
would end the encounter. Twice in the early summer of 1673 + 
he sallied forth and mice declined to push things to extremity. 
Methods so dil^Kory pUic/Jed and irritated RufK^safi. He thirsted to 
inflict a crushing and final defeat upon the Hollanders. Lest the 
French should fiefool tht:ir friendi&as they had done in the grt at 
encounter of Solebay, he' insisted tWkt D’Estrees^ division should 
be sandwiched between the English Red and Blue, This arnuigt.*' 
meet proved entirely acceptable to the Dutch, wlip nrade a dead 
foSer at the imprisoned objecis'^of thqr specpl hale. It is only fail 
to the French |o add that they fought well in a positiop where 
escajxj was impossible. d 

For another reason these skirmishes are memofatjle* Sptagge 
and Con^Hius Trogip found in ea^h othe^the adversary'. that each 

. March, 1673. 

+ battle of the SchoonveHt, M^y of 

^ Second battle of the Schoonvi^dt, Jliht/4^, - , * ' - ' !' 

^ ti • ■ ■ , ! y ^ 'X • . 
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had been^eeking all his Jife. iSth May Tromp 
in the Odiden Lhn. After fighting Sir Edvfut^^ 
^?%) 5 rs he shifted his flag to the Priftce on 

Prince on Ilorsebcuk for. die AmsterdaM^ W 
day in the Comet Star. ■>/ 

After a ni^t*s rest he wrote the following ^ ^ 


Veaterday we went into the ^ance and God be jxraised, we are aotindi v 
and have enjoyed ourselves like kings. I am in my fourth ship, the Comei 
Star, and mean to have a fine dance to-day. We make the French tun, ao, 
that they have to set sky-scrapers and every thing, else; and if things go caa , 
lo-day as before, I trust that our friend will be 

ht*nrfl and that we shall be freed from tyranny. Adieu. Courage. Thir^a 
“^are bound to go well. * 

c CORKELII/S. 


'I'htrre was of necessity nothing decisive in these bouts; and 
after the second, the allies [as De Ruyter had anticipated] were 
obliged to ()ut back lo England for repairs. King Charles came 
down to visit the fleet and listened with inter:«st to ail the news. 
He congratulated Spragge whose name was in everybody's ma y|ljy| 
and that doughty hero gave him a promise that in the 
counter he would take 'Fromp or perish in the attempt. Mucifw^ 
cx)urse was said about the difficulty of inducing De Ruyter to issue 
out of his hole, and the King himself suggested a lure! There 
were 15,000 men in the eastern counties awaitinjg De Ruyter’s 
defeat. The Dutch intelligence department was g6o<J. Let trtas- 
[)orts be collected ; and let it be noised abroad tl^, as the Dutch . 
were too nervous to put to sea, the army of invasion would SLt 
once be carried over to Holland. 


THE BATTLE OF THE TEXEL 

'j* ji*, 

Auoustr It, 1673 . 'P' ‘ 

In accordance with this plot Rupert and his Jfleet set out 
and disdamfuily ignoririg the Schponveldt, .malje a 4 orig:,JlheV 
as if to find a 'landing w|»lace. 'oWiUiam tfreki^' 
along' the shore,' The royal ni^as w6rk&^welt' 

During the second w<?ek in Au^t 
weat^ier, was as kr north as, Teii^heljiDg^- ahdMe 
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flag in the Seven jPnmjnces, and a fleet infected with* new en- 
tiius|asm by a recent visit from the Stadtholder, panted up behind, 
and’slif^jed into the Texe| for repairs. ^ 

Off the anchorage on nth August, 1673* the battle the 
long Dutch wars was fought. With the wind 
sailing southward on the port tack, accepted 
He himself commanded the Red Squadron and ^praH^,fle Bltie, 
while in recognition of tlieir recent services the French 'tejisunflajd 
their place in the van. De Ru)aer repeated in a mowg'^Uberaie 
way the ruse which he had employed in the previous ymr. He 
had but sixty ships to thirty of the French and fifty of the English, 
but he detached a mere fragment to hold the I'rench in clieck, and 
nfisSM his strength on the allied centre and rear. D’Estrees 
did apixtrenlly make some clTort to deal with the puny force 
opposed to fiira. He had the leeward position, but he endeavoured 
to j)ush ahead his leading ships under pressure of sail and double 
to windward as Jordan had done at Solebay. Hfe endeavoured 
ali^o to divide the enemies’ fleet after tile hmglish tkshion by lack 
ing through the gip between the i3utch van and Dc RuytiT’s 
division frehind. But the h’rench elTorts were; similar to tho.s<‘ of 
two clumsy greyhounds pursuing a swift link haiC, Bankart, the 
Dutch commander, eluded his pur.suers as long as it was possible 
to do so, and at the last \vcnt about and ^>ined his force to De 
Ruyter’s thereby swelling thii opposition that Rupert bad to face. 
'Fhe two grcyhqunds, much distress^ad at this occurrence, lay gasp- 
ing with tongues extended. If their instinct suggested a return to 
the fight, their instinct w<*pl unheeded. 

In the rean Spragge, mindful of big promise to the King, hove 
to in order to await atta<k instead of standing to the south with 
the rest of the line. Roth he and Tromp surpassed themselves 
and “enjoyed tijerusehes like^^idngs *';e,but,^thcy drifted rapidly to 
leeward and lost touch witli the Rattle firopcr*. Spragge 
nobly backed bj; Captain Arthur Herbert in the and 

Captain Edward Russell in the Ph^mx^ but Tromp was also 
|)artnered with paladins and neither side would yield. ^ As before, 
ihej.prin^i|kls ustd«^their ships a8«lhe fetcer treats his foils, dis- 
carding the worn’**our weapon for a bett^. ' As Tromp tramferred 
his dag from the GMen Urn to ihe, .^/ar, S aban* 
•'"doK'd^^the Rcfyai Prim for 'Fhe Royai Prints 
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wa^ dangAow^y wounded, and Tromp made haste to take her m 
S^ar*^. To save his deserted ship Spragge daslied ^rwrd 
with Geor^^j^ Merry England. But the gunnery of the/jS- 
not, and he ordered his barge to be manned 
and bis^B^£^nveyed to the J^oval Ckarks. T^he barge had* 





Cornelius 
Tromp ‘ 
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dc Royter 


. Wind 


Bankarr 




THE BATTLE OF THE TEXEL 

/ ' . ' 

August II, 1673 

hardly started when a cagnon-sl^t swamped it,#|ind all crew 
weire thrown into the water. Sir Edward could swim ; but his 
bos'n and another kept him afli>at. Unfortunately his Iqpg filht 
hud exhausted him, and before a kindly boat cc^d reach^iu|n4te 




NGS OF BltlTAlN 

* 

W5as still at liberty, bit %mgge 


^ drowned; 
had^td 

Tromp vm ^be jprim. 

more than biit lelper M hurled himself at her. But though the 
iinglish ship was dntnanageaWe she was still ready to f||hfc< Ho 
longer able lo pick Itnd choose her foes she naiW "coloW to 
the mast aod do&We^shoned her guns. Tromp im persjstetit. 
If he could noi bring her flag down, he would bum her» md she 
^should die the death of Montagu\ Jams, He procua*d 
two fireships. But the Royal Fnna^ helpless though she was, 
^ fended them off and waited for more. 

Spragge's name was very dear to Englishmen. It proved that 
the motherland .nil bore brave hearts like Riclurd GrenvillOV. At 
the same time it is possible to understand the annoyance that 
Rupert was ft\ hng In hisliand camjmigns he must have fearntd 
how fatal it is for one in high command to allow his joy of battle 
to master his generalship. Outnumbered himself Rupert fotunj 
himself isolated Once again he fought as he Imd done undt i 
the approving eye of Albemarle, but it was only to extricaU 
himself from the meshes ot De Ruyttr. This done, he took tla 
one course open to him : he ran to leeward to liUk hi«^Redship 
with the Blue De Ru)ter followed and joined in the struggle 
which still raged round Sir BdwardS flagship. 

The Royal Pnmc had not yet finished. She* was only a 
wreck now, but, she saw that othti^ were intent to save her ; and 
so in death she lived, and living was rescued and carried uut/ 
safety. , ^ 

Little wonder if all men asked wh^t man !md i^fendt'd the di^ 
abted sdiip mib an aim so stout and a courage so temdous 
little wonder if from ihk moment the name of Lieutenant Kooki 
^ became a household word. « 

The r^cue of the Royal Prim iil*oved. the tarning**|»^ht in tlu 
fray. By this time evening was &!lipg, aod ib0 FrenOl^ began h 
grow inqmsiuve, Accordingly they ran dbwfi befote^ibe wmd a*, 
they might have done at any moment betor^li and Oboe ^inore pin 

J ** It was the rain of Spmgge , , ^ taklagM flag In which fja'f 

thAnemy m cfpojftimity to discover to when fit to mm 

^7?*^ ^ icg|to*tod <!^ d»r# "Wbich Tromp 








the mucl^yeaiSs^ prince in a positinrt 
Rwyter accoi^ngly withdr^v^ arn} the :, 
ba^had done, The English figbtuig 
might Veil have been avoided, |K>ured out the 
and lost not a single .ship. But the glory of 
Ruyter's. His watchhilness had once more saved Ms . 
from invasion! and his skill in battle, brilliant^ and- 
had enabled him to incapacitate the joint fleet of 
.powers Mtb a, force of tharked inferiority. i V 

;rbe behaviour of the French in this last battle exasperated 
people of England to a degree that rendered a continimnce of the J 
partnership impossible.. It is reported that a certain Dutrfi sailor 
on being questioned as to the conduct of the French at Soleh^y 
and the Texel replied: ^‘Oh, you sec, the lirench have paid the 
English to do ttys part of their work, and they are merely here to 
see that they earn their wages.'’ This was the view of patriots 
in England. J'he British Navy was the hir?‘d menial of the tyrant 
at Versailles I English sailors cerUiinly would infinitely have pre- 
ferred to fight against the French in comjiany with tliat tremendous 
fellow Cornelius, and De Ruyter the perfetrt seaman. " 

Even without this revulsion of feeling it is doubtful whether 
Charles c6\ild have continued longer in the war. If jLouis’ invasion 
of Netherlandish Spain had in 1667 exnted the indignatioii of De 
Witt, his; unprovoked aggression •against long-suffering Holland : 
roused the fury of Europe to poking-point. 'Fhe greedy ra^iacity 
of such an unprincipled land-grabber brought ibto the field a 
powerful alliance which by 1674 included ^<the Emperor, thto. 
“Great Elector” of Hrandenbb’rg, the Kmg of Sj.iaii\, the Duke of .. 
Lorniine and the Count of tire Palatinate. The politiciil horizc^ 
became quite overcast, and the King of England in his graoeful 
way bowed before the stor^. ^ 

» -i . . ./'■» 

Louis.^ XLV felt in no position to c6pe singi^e-haaded with . ‘ 

naval power of Holland. Plis ships had passed very easily 
a strenuotts*campaign, but their shyness had obvious 
vantage. They had aoQiaired np jarst-lrand exp&nce, 

. been initiated into the mysteries of naval war6tr®W ’ 
to make a nanie. Louis ■re,sbW|£tO'gi^ ■ the j 
required 'in a'fibld'wheit'(^aett,'H 




54 - SKA ICINGS OF'BRITAIN 

suas. ^ He Mazjsitin's scheme Sp^jn in her 

Neaix)litan possessions, 

^I^'c French fleet was perfeeS^'^found and excellently equipped. 
The were burning with ieal, and anxious to reverse the 

verdict w^hich the world had passed on their futile exhibitions |n 
the ?|dYth Sea^ They quickly convinced the Spaniards that the 
warfare was goings to be one-sided, and the Spaniards invited the 
Dutch to come and rescue them. The Stadtholder had already 
reversed the policy of De Witt, and was spending on land defence 
what had formerly been dowered on the fleet. He consentedi 
however, to operate against Ty<miK in the Mediterranean, and sent 
De Ruyter with a baby fltx!t of twenty ships. 

January, 1676, Abraham Duque.sne * was bringing from 
Toulon an i xpeditionary force to the relief of a French army in 
occuimtiori of Messina. De Ruyter, ignorant of Duem^sne/s 
numbers, flung himstdf betwtvn Messina and relief, and th<‘ 
Battle of Strom boll enhanced his reputation by the sldSP with 
which he prevented a superior force with the adi'antage the 
wind from getting pi\st him. At the same time it was arknd^dge'v! 
that Duquesne handled his fleet admirably. To b^ive .stood up t(» 
the great 1 >L‘ Ruyter without suffering annihilation almost entitles 
him to victor s laurels. . • 

A second battle at Agostji followed. kuyter, who had 
fought through one deadly qicounter after anbther witliout 
.scratch now received a mortal wound. He Was carried ashore 
and died at Sykicuse in the seventieth year of his age. llie 
world has been acijusiomed to regard William III as the saviom 
of' Holland. Me would have beem helpless without the victorio 
of De Ruyter, who should be honoufed as one of th«? founders oi 
'Dutch liberty as well as one of the greatest ex{>onents of thi 
science of battle by sea. His death gave the efforts of tlu 
^J<'r<?nch a keener incitement.'* Wit|j fimrtj^l impulsiveness thc\ 
attacked the Di^tch and Sjmniards off Palermo, and infl[idted upon 
them a crushing irremediable defeat [May, 1676]. 

Vphe advent of a British fleet upon the ' scene in tbo following 
ydiir robl^l the Frgnch caropa^n of its material reward But tin 

^ After Solebay the cantankerous had gccuiwsd his superior oi 

cowaidice. D'Ei9tr<5es wa« honourably acqtdtted and Duqueene temporaiiS^ 
reltwd ofhiM command. 

^ 4.. at... ■ ' ' 






imp6rfc^nce of these battles lay iii their 

fleeted tHe same lustre on the Nayy a$ Lepaxito bad ^^e K 

upon the Spanish. HenceforwaVd" England could daiB^SO ^ 
those who, had departed from Solebay. They had thrfr 
principles into practice. They had beaten the allied , pi^m of 
Spain and Holland. They had fought with distincjtiori hgatil^ 
greatest seaman of the age. Duquesne did n(^ .survive to match 
himself with Rooke» but his task was done. He had founded A-, 
school, Votre exemple,*’ said the Grand Monarque, as he < 3 bn^; 
ferred on him a marquisate, “continuera de guider vos successeurs, 
"ct aiiisi vous nc eessere/ point de commander mes flottes,” 

Meanwhile the war upon the continent dragged its slow length 
along. The coalition of the European jx)w<frs made the ultin^te 
failure of houis inevitable, but he did not abandon hope till 
'i'urenne met his death and Conde grew weary of battles. The 
new Stadtholder constituted himself the soul of resistance to ^ 
France, He left no stone unturned to win deliverance for his 
country, and i growing party in England laid at his fe^t a tribute of 
admiration. As long as he dared, Charle.s ^turned a deaf ear t# 
the anti-(;allicans, and an open hand to Louis' dividends. But in 
the year after De Ruyler s deatff, the marriage of Princess Mary of 
Englaftdwith her cousin William of Orangj^ apprised the 
Monarque that “his Pensioner" could no longer hold hfe sitbjects ' 
in leash. This gentle hint turned the saile and in 1 6 yS'a general 
treaty of peace was signed in the Suites at Nymwegen. 
obtained certain concessions chiefly at the ex{)eLnse of SpaiiV^j^ 
they were rpiite inadequate to compensate hi^s country for all that 
' she had suffered in fighting tjae world compJlionless. - ‘Of Dutqh ■ 
f territory T.ouis obtained not an inch.’ The future? depended 
: the adolescent navy of France, for the two great powers of the sea 
had neither slain each other nor yielded to his armies or his gold 

Following the Peace of l^ymwegen came ten ^ears of 
peace during which England was occupied wfeth an attemjpt 
part of thfi Whigs to exclude the Romani* pvkt of York froia'i 
succession to the throne. Charles cham^oA)^. broth^*i 
cause, and demolished the'oppoatiOn jHj^ 1^4 

Russell and Algernon Sidn^- to thp blopE : 

_ raised up agaiwt the^Houdl^of 'Stiart^r^adibipr^'^*--*^- 






dfti^||fon at theTaxd. 
kque^oQied biavary he added an un- 
repels sympathy and a self-seeking greed 
Tin him. He pkys an important part in the 
^thc INavf and of Rooke, 

bese years ef peace Rooke fortunately found himself in a 
pTd^Of comparative activity. The Navy was still kept upon a 
in the Mediterranean. 'I'he Barbary Corsairs, forget- 
fof their chastisement by Blake, continued to fdl their ooffers 
the pillage of Levantine merchantmen : and if Charles over- 
^ked the interest of others, he had a prize of bis o^n to guard, 
f^arriage with Catherine of Portugal had brought Tangier to 
>own. Ex^>editions defensive of Tangier, and punitive against 
Algerines were incessant throughout the reigny and 
pn affairs more strictly European.* The Second l.>utch War had 
ailed Lawson home to receive his death^wquud at^Lowe 
ipr Cfaathafh Spragge had replaced him. When Ihe Treat; 
Westminster closed tjbe Third Dutch War a fresh exjK?ditioft was 
out under Sir John Narbrough, who had acquired some 
i|mc in a voyage of exploration to the Southern and as 
"'aptain to the Duke of York at the Battle of Sdlebay' l#d 
k 3 il%htliood for bis services. When Narbrough was recalled 
place was taken by one who unc^r bappi^ stars might have gainMl 
Jpr himself the meed of fame that the fates reserved for Rookel 
Arthur Herbert 11647-1716] came of a celebrated farhily. 
illustrious author qf^TAsr Tifer/r/Zr was his cousin. The Admrml 
himself was brave a Jion. He«vas, like disciple of' 

Spragge. Hc^had bought Ut St. Janifess Day, He h|i 4 <5«trried 
the I>n0dmug/!i into the thick of the fight on thc ;d^ 
Sandwich fell He bad lost an eye against the Algerines. liC; 
fas a skilful seaman and a cle^r conytiand^. But he 
son of a decaderjj age. He saw nothing in Charles II to dismay 
a mtitii of honoun He made if his business to emulate the prince 
" of luimry, and dibased bis more sterling virtues by a thercenary 

> ♦'theie expedki<m» were repeated throughout the 4e%hm^ iSdfUtaty. 
Exmouth’s bombardment of :f8t6 was bat a^chapter Je a iieriftl * 

.«;lo8etiU thc*French Otuiijpation of Algiers in ikS6» ", , ;/ ' , 


[not 




: w* ' 


. bii . 

*l^y 14% ^■*- ■ .- , 

the 'Med^riMean und^j^WWo^H i 
gained e*pericnc®,!'^.he,,won a HfiTOt^fir^d 
cutttonied hinise^f io the sight of Gibraltar SocS^ 

Apart from ibe Mediterranean contingent, .tfad , 
lamentable state Of decay. The King made nosse^Jlrfij 
that he was spending the national revenues on 
'fhc ships that had opce defied l)e Ruyter rotted at tnfeir i 
The limbs erf the service became paralysed, its members at 
In 1683 Tangier was abandoned, and in the last year of ^ 

II’s r«gn the British Navy had^practically ceased to esefat , 

With the accession of James II everythmg was dtang«i% 

>ailo» tjie last Stuart King has undoubted claims to Ws dlWl! 
gratitude No English monarch, not Edward III himself, 
a iioblci; part upon the sea. In the carnage which deluged 
quarter 'de< k at Lowestoft, in the confusion consequewt 00 
fi^th defection at Sole bay, James showed Iqmself a man and 
hOio, and fought in a way that Englishmen have always lowed.' 
Nor docs the de^t end here I lom die RestoratidSh to thp passi|i|^ • 
od the T^t Act he fitted with credit the office of "Lord High ; 
A#J*ral He codified the laws of the fleet. He reorganised J 
g^rnment , He re-edited her Figjiting Instrwiions. Above aSJl 
gave her a regular staff of officers. 

peculiar circumstances of Elimbethan times^crvakdSift 
venturers willing enough to put their swords at t'le seatlF^ 
fleV Majesty whenever she reujmred them. In tlm age of ",2 
the f'ouncil of State and Cromwell draffed weli^seasoned watj(Witis<*> 
from the New Model when occasion arose The age Of gpM 
past, and the ironside ranks were thin when Chades 
ownagain The King|cc€f»t^ the ^mces’of&indwiiife, 

Lajuson, remarking wth a laugh that those who ^ | 

weiie immune from infection. He was thinkinil 
Thgt, bowener, was n<rt the difficulty. It was Jai9« wJiq. ■ 


Ihn need of ptoperly trained officers. He 
with the problem, fpund’its solutifon, mid ev^dved,- 
The term, «a3 no hew one. Tfb# midshipman 
sabordinati^^fa^ years James tattodm 
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' 1^ rjiptdn of a ship requesting him to takf a certain 

mich^ip* 

meiyFor long g^tlenian was' known as a Kk/s 

lAiiir hot mbngth usurped the title of the t)etty offia?r 
whose plr'-oe he IHleti The young gentleman was obliged to prove 
«hJms^lV«atnje ‘^man IwDfore he won a lieutenancy, Or he might be 
curfeul by the TarpauHm who rose from the ranks ; but seven 
years'" apprenticeship did wonders, and birth, breeding and in- 
fluence turned the scale when the tinn- for selection arrived* 
James’s work was interruptai by the Test Act, but on his brother's 
diath (1^85) ht^ returned to a labour of love. In the first portrait 
p painted after his accession, the King stands proudly on the sea-shon* 
with somt‘ of his finest vessels floating in the middle distance;* ^ The 
crown is thrust aside with unhecorning ciirelessness upon a Mv 
table.. Sii Godfrey Kneller did not intend an allegory, Ijht th< 
allegory is tlu' c. . ^ 

James caht i to his side the invaluahh Mr. Pepys,* ana“^iWidi hi 
help n^torid tlu' service to the same efficiency which h||ii chai- 
acteri/ed the i ikk h of the First l>utrh War. lie could foreser 
that the ficet revivified would enable England to deliver herse!^ 
from the ruotiarch, whose fostering care had recreated it. 

As a ki¥4g, Jamts was a sorry failure. He was wholly wantin. 
in met, tlv^ kingliest of qualities. His endeavours to obtain ho' 
play for Roman Gatholics were so abominably clumsy that no oik 
^ could be hltmed for intoipreting them as an ill-timad rndeavour 
. 10 revive six ^ciah-ceniury fanaticism. He had an amazing fitcuh 

f fur rubbing people up the wrong w'ay and making implaaih- 

micmies. lie offended classes, Ifec offended individuak th 

tactless reprcairh, utterly tinmented,'hc sent poor .Sandwich tf) 

" doom. AVhen Arthur Herbert returned from the Mediterran^iAU' 

James tried u> enlist Ids sympathy in .schemes for dispensing wii'i 

L ^ thi laws of the country. Hetbert replied Jhat Ws scrupte|^^*><‘ 

the way. “ ^ ^ruples? ’’ sneered the King, ** Didn't know you h i >’ 

any/’ “In that case," co(K:luded the Admiral, **I miy 

* live up to my reputation;" and hr promptly offerecllm servitc 

to William of Ora«-^e, Herbert held the hightfft position in bu 

Navv under the Oown, James c^iose auccessot'Dord Ikiu 
* 

* 11 if 5 jluriijt when hi» master 4rtwa from ihe ttirpna» 
at in xyu j. 
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/notith, ng% bec&Uiie be had fought well at Solel)ay 11^ 

not because * he was a worthy pupil of Spragge, but%e<S|Bse he ^ 
a Roman Catbolte. He went further. He sent Efimanist 
priests to every ship in the fleet to celebrate the Mass* The 
sailors crowdM across the sea in Herbert’s wake to lookj^ a Pro^ 
testant master. ‘ • , 

The trial of the Seven Bishops alienated tlte last of James’s 
active supporters; and on the birth of his son, afterwards th^ Old 
Pretender, the certainty of a Papist dynasty made a Revolution in* 
evitable. Foremost among the movers was Edward Russell, whdii»0 i 
passion for revenge was unabated. The Prince of Orange was in- 
vited to depose his father-in-i§iw, and after due consideration he 
consented. He foresaw the certain renewal of war with hranfio, 
and dreaded lest religious affinity should indyce James to engage 
his Navy iq, the^sci^vice of France, now that the Navy of Holland 
(starved by the land war) was bui a shadow of, its former self. 
Hailed across the water as the savic^lr of English liberties he dis- 
creetly accepted the r61e, and nominated Herbert for the com- 
mand of his forces, thus giving his whole ajtpedition the air of a 
British crusade rather than that of a Dutch Armada. ' 


There were srill many captains well enough pleased with what 
James ha% done for the service, and when Russell join^ the anti^' ^i 
Jacobites fresh measures were concerted to secure their adher- 
ence. The revolutionaries selected Lieutenant Byng ( 1 663-1 733), i 
a Kentishman like Rooke, to proselytize the well- contents. Byng,J 
did his work sagaciously. He did not stir his' listeners to arffl 
active part in the cause, but lulled them into quietude by pleadin|g 
for passive resistance. • t * ^ 

.In consccjiience no EngliSli fleet blockaded the Prince of Orange? 
in the Maas; and when in November, 1688, a ProteSUnt wi^^ 
smang up in the east and Admiral Herbert dropjyed down chaiui^] 
WOT 15,000 men ,an^ fil!y tships ^one of them cf^moiianded 
Captain Rooke], no English fleet contested with*htm the 
of the Straits. Why did Lord Dartmouth hug fte G'ttrifleet?. DjB . 
he suppose the enemies of James would force 
Thames? Why did ije follojv so leisurely I Why 

did he put so .safe an interval between himseli^ind tbem.f • 1 
did he allow William to land unopposed wlA 
, friendly waters of Torbay?* ■ . 
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,g^s fl* mHedW 

he heard of Jts Stadtholder of those y^ Ih-o- 

his1»own and fled. ’, . through three lohg wars; 

pete trith England for the Admiralty of the Seas. 

the WAR OF THE ENGLISH SUCCESSION- *689-97 

* m the not too good old 

Many a time no endeavour to annex to his 

s^pipulous lord of the arttagCT for no 

.Ire^dy .ride '‘^“’' 1 ,^ i/rS. S oLd hi. o.re He ^foold 

better reason thar\ that its w . ] restrained by the 

employ force ; and wou He wotild mtrse his 

united efforts of his less 1 ,, o#r this 

grievance silently at first. I widened this wmmon land re- 
hedge to be removed, that ies raise against 

claiU «md by the Xe of hX 

himself in the ncighlwurhood a m u ^L in the 

By the Peace ^ trusts, and i» the 

same man^r as die , methods of reprisal. By 

years that follow^hc 1 English throne, the powers 

the time that }amts II » ^ -«iLnt his c onduct, and in 

of Europe bad o^^tlrange;. they 

at the instigation of the Pnnee ot ra B • * ^..,es.rions of th. 

".fiK'Trj-s*”’ wfS rsA w"«^ “ ■"' 

n.ln.SLl\ic. ho, led that 

to their scheme. B'" f’' 

iiorf of his peoiile to the one true Mi aWed 
, Jama Eouis al.s© cherished great expectation.. J . 

' busy and regardt'd him riot tu* .riris i« 

• The European situation waited upo . psadyte 

Both sidesfwanted tl»e British Navy^ m g ‘ ^ ■ ^^hoiu 

' mtervenein British politics sooner 

■% The success of WiUiam does not o^tbat^L^^W,,^ 

W offhEeuard By nuwing uoops upon the Ni^ie^OT 








he co^iM ikfi^v^'preveiif ed 

fleet, fiew'tritinSPi^^ fe( ^l|e "MediterlWfefai^ he'^ 

haVe held WiiiawA up im pass^ the pkiufts* 
hus servkes W the price uf Eugliuid's tVieutfeWp^ 

He required |o help. No power could turu him off hk-stfei 
throne. Eoute was dfeappoimed, but be had IWaya cards 
He would alldw Wilham to ikt out, for either ht would fe J 6 vi 
ishue il^ould hang in doubt JfAie failed France d4 of 
chiftei»t enemy. If the nsue hung in doubt, Jamet^woull p^sAf)^ 
learn to recognwe his friends At the worst, English* and Piit^ 
would hammer each other as of old and leave bitn free to 
\um hK amhmon Complete *suci ess on Wilbam^s iwt wouW of 
course prove exceedingly awkward , but complete j?ucv ess was igi-- 
pos^rible, for the Dutch fleet was defunct aiyi the English newly 
vitali2>ed. ^ ^ 

Thus m his bloodless enterprise 'William not only ended a 
of tyranny as James’s son-in-law, but as president oi the Leagmsst>f 
Augsburg won his first success When James arrived 
at Vei sallies, he found louis ready to give him every a^j^ist^moe ; 
not I'l It ntcessary to believe Louis disinterested. The fuith^reri^jet 
of the Stuart cause was his obvious countef^cher k to the League. 
If he could hel]) James sufficiently to occupy William*s attendmii 
William himself would he unable to take upon the contmmt that 
part which in the last war had proved so detrimental to tbeipteJjfe^ 
of France. 


* 
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THE RELIEF OF LONDONDERRY? 

July, 1689 » 

The foi tunes of the cx-King centred at first in Ireland 
the enpre Roman Catholic population supppit^^ his 
Ferried across by Fren|:h, James received g bofeh99l!«W 
come in the spring of 16%, and prOteeded | 

Londdhderry which had declared for his enemfes^fr } i k 
Bidioitdd by their naval advisers, WilUaih 
attack line ql Fran|fd*jfaot^^ commum 
and Iretod Admiral fie 

but wife It adeqi 

Ifetjc that 'he 


Rons 


Rrt tis-^ 

|in 
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iiag mm borneP^ th^ JEiislailkA. The was cc^mand^sd 

by Capni|ii Robke and thw Edgar by Captain Shovel ^ 

Iflheil^lant nfflcer, whose name is mdissotubly connected wi% 
i>f Mpoke^ was Imn in the ^me year at a Huk Norfolk village 
a luitl ? ot two only from Burnham ^horpe. Shovel found two 
mfluential friends in hfe own native town. Sir (Zhristophet 
Myngs took yourtg Clowdisley to sea, and the hoy of fourteen 
proved a' worthy disciple, /or he swam from one ship to another 
under hre math desjutches in his mouth. This mas in the Second 
Dutch Wau At its conclusion Sliovel served in a voyage of 
exploration under Captain Narhrough and perft eted his seaman- 
ship on the coaNt of ("bile. Under Narbrough he fought at 
S^lebay, and attended Sir John to the Mediterranean where he 
^ made the ac([uau)tanrcc of Rookc. Both Myngs and Narbrough, 
Cockthoqie men, were ready enough to helj) young Shovel; 
and as both of them were men of humble birth, who gloried in 
their parentage and were never tired of relating iheir good fortune, 
it is not altogethc'r ■^uq)rising that Shovid himself ha.s for long 
been described as i tarpaulin/* His family, hom*ever, mere gcnt|t , 
and had been wealthy until devotion to the caujje of Charles i 
ruined them. Shovel’s luher married a MIks (>lowdLsJe/, and the 
Admiral shares with Shakespeare and Wyclif the peculiar distinc- 
tion of a name w hich cannot offend against orthography,* 

On the last day uf April, Herbert discovered a French flwt i»t 
Bantry Bay, whither it had brought 5,000 additional troops together 


with supplies of food and ammunition. On the day following thi 
wind was against Iiim, but he did hm best to force an entmacc 10 
thi- ha) as tHe crisis demanded a Sftecial effort His nineleeii 
ships were op|>osed by an excellently disciplined force of twent) 
six s^iil under the Comte de Chateaurenault 11637-17163, an 
of sterling worth edufcated j^the^^hool of Dwquesm 
Herbert stood oi|t to sea in order to amend his^ line, an 4 
‘eaurenault follow^ him, A more or less general actioil ensued 
lYhe French remmander felt it his duty to drive the En^sh away i 

r ^ * There a/e at least twenty-five versions^of the ' We 

. aigaature a<» oat settle the matter, a» he ih^Satiahly aahicrihefi himseH 
** Ciewd There k hinher eontem w m4r the mttmm* Tht icerract 
m ** Shovell hut the watia hm cauapiredl to spell U Otherwise 



Se Engliih pomtidered it incumbcm' t>n him to proye ^ 

numbers and'wind gainst him he r'ould still hokl his bwi;j.i‘.Wil;h^J 

f ut any definite result, the objects ainaed at by both wcie^ttaii^ljJ 
terbert waj* not defeated but found it as well to withdmw. TJib., ^ 
Jacobites celebrated the affair as a victory ; and as their allies hSd ^ 
established sea-communications in defiance of the power that ruled ^ 
the waterways, they were quite entitled to do so. JItmes asserted that 
Chateaurenault's victory was due to the dislike of the English to 
fight against their lawful sovereign. Whatever truth there may 
have been in the argument, it wa^ not calculated to hind the ' 
Frenchmen closer to his service* William was far more tactful. 
He visited Herbert on his return, went aboard his flagship, took ' 
dinner with him, thanked him for his timely intervention and 
, unhesitating attack, created him Baron Herbert of Torbay ^nd^^ 
Earl of Torringtimi and asked him to distribute ten shillings apiecd^ 
to all the seamen who had fought so bravely in his cause.* ? ■ ’ 
Both Shovel ;>and Rooke distinguished themselves in this battle^ 
and won immediate recompense. Shovel received a knighthood* 
and Rooke was singled out by the Admiral to «ave the situation in 
the north of Ireland. As James’s fortunes turned upon the siege ^ 
of Derry, it was clear that Chdteaurenault and his twenty-sijc 
sliips would sail immediately northward, throw themselves in frolit , 
of Dough Foyle, and complete the investment of the ilbfated 
town. The fall of Londonderry would give James the niakteiy 
Ireland ; it would, while detracting from the Protestant prestige, 
materially add to his own ; and enable him, while the French fleet 
swept unchallenged up St. George’s Channel, to concentrate all his 
; strength on the instant invasion of England. ^ * 

So little was this peril understood that Rooke was allotted but ‘ 
one ship in addition to his own. With all haste he sped on his 
errand, and reaching the north-east corner of Ireland 
guard to await the French while a messenger set ashore 
JlngHsh soil rode for his life to summon the expeditionary force 
" which was waiting to sail from the mouth of the Dee. , A successful 
j^i^ion wa^ accomplished, and four more battleships put .them^ 

; sei^ under his comn^aud, iqpluding the j[^ptafe'| 

. * This generosity was certainly well-timed, seeizig the Navy on 

. Jie relied was the creation of the enenw ^hom he Ifced to 
/its agency, ■ r, . ; 
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Hopsonnl aH^flhe Dartmouth [Captain Uake]. Witb his 
, Rwke escorted' into Lough Foyle the convoy of stow^ 

military under General Kirke; and 

his^task of awaiting Chateaurenault. General Rirke conwdtred, 
the situation. The banks of the river were lined with troops, and 
'the river itself was blocked by a stalwart boom mor^ than a quarter 
:4f a ml in length, firmly fastencti to both shores by cables a .foot 
’ thick. He concluded that nothing could be done, and informing 
the Commodore to that effect sent at once for reinforcements. 

^ - Meanwhile in Londonderry “a very small quantity of gr^ 

^ "remained, and was doled out in mouthfuls. The stock of salted 

hides was considerable and by 

of hunger. Dogs fattened on the blood of the “am.who 

lay 'juried roundthe town, were luxuries which few v 

toDurchase The price of a- whelp's paw was b,ve shi lings md 

for the survivors to perform the riles of sepulture, 

LLcely a cellar in which some corpse was not decaying. Such 

• ;S thi extremity of distress that the lats who came to ic ist in 
. these hideous dens were eagerly hunted and greedily devoured 

Kirke of course did not know the ap^lling egent ol 
the famine, but after a long wail he 

to make the attempt with the troops at his disposal. Vo^tcers 
we^e called for from the convoy, ur^ the Mountjoj and the 
S Xd their servic-es. Commodore Robke was a^ed for 
a wSship and selected Oie Dartmouth. Her comman^r, Captain 
I'eake bore ji name that Rooke Ibved well enough, for Richard 
Leake father of Captain Jdhn, had helped him to save the 
Prince at the Texel. This perhaps was the rea^n for ^ 

The responsibility of. his ’ position debi^pd^ the t.ommodort ft 

-indliking a desire for personal glory... 

Under the wiag of tlie Dartmouth the two merchantm^ d- 
vaS a^nst the boom. The MountJoj. broke it but by the- 

• elasticity of the obstruction was' hurkxl back, upon the sarrfs ^ 

from a Ltapuk. Finding .herself vmpWsenp near “ ^ 

she fired all her guns togetter, and m .so domg 

She then mkde haste to follow, her conrort who had already p^ 
through'ifio breach, and while, the little Dartmouth engaged the 
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besi^g^rs on ^orjvemtion fehe storeships unloaded their wares upcja 
rhe quay. First were rolled on shore barrels containing sii 
thSusapd bu^ibelf dl meal Then came great cheeses^ casks of 
bOef, flitches of bacon, kegs of butter, sacks of pease and biscuit, 
ankers of brandy/' Legs that could btrely support their owoer$ ,^ 
raced to light bonfires on the ramparts, and tired arrfts felt the good 
blood pulsate again as they grasped the hellroj)cs to ring a glorious 
peal Londonderry was saved, and saved from the sea. 

The part played by Rookc in the relief was undemonstrative, 
but if he was not to hold the mouth of Lough Foyle with a force -‘I 
almost as small as that of Horatius'^of old against the serriec^nks 
of Tuscany, the fault was not his hut Monsieur ChateaiireM|b^s* 
The Knglish Navy as represented by Rooke's diminutiv^B^ 
enjoyed in 1689 all the advantages of the command of t- M jpa/ 
which theoretiailly had passed to the victorious French. 

This providential deliverance was an earnest of fbrther wyk 
on the |)iirt oLthose who could recognize the value of sea-j^lffKs. 
The Irish Protestants were jubilant, and William accepted their 
cause as his own. Rooke's services were again lequisltioned. With 
the same perfected dispositions, and unremitting watchfulness he 
conveyed to Ireland the English army, unimpeded and without 
mishap. Having done all things well and noiselessly, he brought 
Ijis sea-worn vessels home at the end of the year when hm talent 
for the highest command was appropriately recognized, and the 
saviour of Derry became Rear- .Admiral of tin; Red., 

THE BATTLE OF BEACH Y HEAD^ 

JVNE30, i6go. 

It is perhajjs fair to suppose that l.ouis' eagerness to lur^ 
William away from the continental struggle blinded him to the 
^/possibilities of naval wa^tfare ip the Irish campaign, WTien he Ifad 
Satisfied himself William had really fallen ii^^to his trap, he 
"tefned his thoughts to the conquest of the sea, JBantry Bay had , 
proved what his sdlbrs could do, and the Ei^lish Channel was 
essential to him. Comgiand of its waters co^ild alonesgive him 
the power to land forces at wnll in Ireland, lEngland, Holland/ 

* The French, with a proprietafy right to stand christen^this battle 

BkVEZlER^ ik 


J • 
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Ind the Netherlands, He determined to make It great ©ndeavour, 
and as a pre1mlmar)^ decided to unite his Me^terranean with 
the^fieet operating from Brest. 

This force, amounting to- seventy ships, he committed to Anne 
Hilarion de Cotentin, Comte de Tourville [1642*1701], one of the 
ablest seamenThat.his country has produced. The recent deitth of 
Duquesjieleft him foremost m his profession. He had ser\x"d tinder 
He had commanded the Sceptre in the battle m which 
was kilUid. Even in those days he had drawn attention 
by the ingenuity of his dispositions. There was not a 
service from carpetfter to admiral whose place he was 
:ent to fill. Under an almost feminine appearance, well 
|the gentle couriesy of his manners, die concealed a rebk* 
which would have marked him out among a host of 
Tourville hoisted his flag in the Royetl. As* 

Smiral he appointed Ch<^teaurenau]t, the victor of Bantry 
as bis Rear-Admiral Victor Marie d’Estrees |T 660- 1737], 
the inactive commander of Solebay famCt The younger 
s had beeri brought up in the school . of Duqucsnc. He 
i^V^good ofllcer : he was also a man of literary tastes, and when 
on shore was never so happy as when rearranging his., books, bis 
pictures and his medals, or like Rupert dabbling in chemistry 
and kindred sciences. The largest fleet that France had ever sent 
to s(^a was not unworthy of the land of Colbert, and the officers 
were not unworthy of the fleet, 4- 

Under normal circumstances William should have been able to 



meet the French Armada with forces adequate for its diHCOlUfiture. 
He could dr/:w upon the Navy not bqjy of England but of Holland. 
Events, howt^ver, conspired to put the allies in a tninority. A 
squadron had been sent to intercept the Toulon contf^gent as it 
.sailed to join the Brest, \Mhich faiiipg ip jts pur^fe lost time 
in unavailing searcli and fniletl to^returif. Thejt^gain William 
was so re.sf>kite to bring Iribh affairs to a definite’” condusipn and 
free the right of a battle-front which stretched from the Shannon 
to the Rhine, tl^at in June, 1690, be crossedi in person to Carrick- 
fergus arid called bn Shovel to p!*uvide«an e-SdOit. . By. Uiese de- 
tachments the 86et was put at a serious disadvagghfge* ' ' 

Admiral the £arl of Torrington.with His in .the 
Simemign had at his dismal fifty-five ships all tO:T<n»rvifle*s 
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seventy. Admiral Rooke in the served immediately tinder 

him. The White Squadron included the majority of ,the J>^eh 
ships and was commanded by Cornelias Evet^sen “the youngest’''. 
The Blue squadron was nominally u^der Admiral Russell i but 
the leading’ part be had played in the Revolution, his .ultimate ; 
acquaintance #ith politics, hk taste for diplonjacy and fines^ 
made him almost as valuable on shore as on the sea. Before Ws 
dcpiirture for Ireland William had appointed a small c 
To them he assigned the task of offering sage counsel to 
Mary who was to wield the sceptre in his absence. Ru* 
had just returned from a diploijiatic mission, was nominal 
|)re.%nt the fleet on this commiftee, and his place at sea 
porariiy filled by Sir Ralph Delavall, a brave sailor who h 
ids worth at Bantry Bay. . '' 

In the last wetdc of June, 1690, the French were off 
Wight, and Torrington interposed himself between the 
the Straits of Dover, He had now 10 consider what line 
adopt. 'Fourville had come. Father he had an army 
which he ho|>ed to smuggle into Faigland, or he intended 
the Fmgli.sh fleet and sink it as a prelimitxary measure. Tht 
satisfactoryjj,meth 5 d of dealing with him w^ould be to administ 
chastisement severe enough to cure him of a taste for swaggering 
up the Channel But here was the difficulty. Torrington was in 
i\ manifest inferiority, and the chances of administering chastise- 
ment were, to say the least 0/ k, remote. Wbai then was to he 
done! Torrington was convinced that a prudent defence alone wa.$ 
justifiable. The I'rcnch would never dare to land -troops so long 
as there was a “ fleet in being to hover pn their flank! EvidepfJy 
they meant to destroy him, and what better method of preventing 
them than a refusal to l>e destroyed? He would play, a waiting 
game, withdrawing as Frunch advanced, advancing as the French 
withdrew. It has been Irgucdf and will again be argued, that this 
was not the hero’s choice, that Albemarle would havt 
ingly attacked regardless of odds. It is highly probable that 
Albemarle would have done so, and it is certain that hk efiforts 
would have left the enesaiy powerless to lyhatevel victory 

they gained. But to prove Albemarle right i#3not to ptov 4 ^pr- 
rington wrong. If the occasion had demanc® immoUtioiv, hie 
would have awaited it Is fearlessly Its Rooke mited £br 
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renault in Lough however, wfiTs not %t. her last 

gasp. Judicio^ del^ ^ve Sir Clowdisley adrf the mt^asn 

opport unity to retur^nd'i^dress the balance. Torringion had ^oigi 
his for bravrry ; Jie had therefore established a righLlo b^^: 
cautious when he considered caution essential The vipor “ef 
Wattrioo with"dr|w at Torres Vedras ; and the system of Ton# 
Vedras worked out in the Channel in 1690 would have Sieved thl 
Navy from a serious defeat 

while in London excitement was running high, Tho| 
nt of U'illiam and Mary vras daily becoming more un** • 
If it is an exaggeration to say that the country was full 
cs, it is at irast true to say that it w'as full of ant}-Dutch» 
()1 ricrvc^.is anxiety Mary summoned her ( xmndl and re- 
el r advice. It was generally recognized that a crisis had 
^ 1 | 3 «ovenmK‘nt crisis. Any moment might sec the Revolu* 
Yemeni rooted up and flung aside with contempt The 
jolation of English soil would certainly spell William's 
the presence of Tourville in the Channel wa.sJ% jnore 
iiuMiaceV) the last scion of the House of Orah^Jlmn 
legions of Louis on the Rhine frontier. EnglishmeiS were 
^ their monarchs imj)ious parent- hunters. sl||meless 
Dutch folk who farmed the land of their adoption. What would 
they say if the iTencfi landed ? Not a moment must, be lost 
The fleet must throw itself ufK)n the foe ; it must dcf^Af him ; it 
must drive him away altogether.* Oh 1 that William were back! 
Thus Mary. Tie i|uestlon then arose, Did Lord Torrmgtol*f 
realise thr gravity of tiu: situation V Would he bc &rtain to Wng 
the enemy to battle? , * ^ 

For the resolution of the.se doubts the Councif turned to the 
of all others wlu « should know, if any man knew — Russell 
W 4 S, however, ont* particular ivhich un&tteck Russell for the ddiver)* 
of an unbiassed opinion. He wa.^brave'^ and skilful, but,, he saw 
in Tornngion one who had usurped bis place at the 
If vvas he that had brought William to the throne ; it was he who 
5.b eM command in chief upon the sea. As the Council awaited 
Ru .v jrH answet;,*1ie must iiave wemem 4 >ered that Herbert had 
alo aev met the F rench in battle, and found himself outnumbertid ; 
ihat, Inmgh his coufllry was not imperilled, yet he had done his 
be^>L4vvi^i the means at his disposal He must have knowu tbfsit a 
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tliten of Herbert's bravery blood 

sooner t^an <^Ilow the French to thoughts re- 

tufred to hiih, he set them aside and |||fOTi^^^he /^ouncU that 
W did not Consider Torrington a man be trusted to act 

I the occasion demanded. He feared that hii|']iid* not mean to 
hght. Poor Queen Mary grew agitated. BiItiiG^tham ! Would^ 
not Count Tourville sail up the 'Fhames as D^^^yter had done* 
f Did Admiral Russelhthink it would be dangeYou?^^to fight 
such odds? Admiral Russell hastened to infona^l^He^:J 
that so far from thinking so, he would have no hesitat^ 
he there, in fighting against a thousand. Did Admir 
think there would be any hartn in sending a message h 
telling him to fight? A womanly que.stion. Mary wa| 
anxious to avoid another Chatham catastrophe. 

VVilliain say whgn he came home! Russell must 
inward struggle before he returned answer that he sa 
Did the state-a,ftificer really suppose that the Karl wou^ 
country with greater zeal, with^more conspicuous usefu 
received an injunction pushing him into battle«with the ir 
that nothing but necessity would make a patriot of him ? 
the schemer resolved to rule the Navy or to ruin it? ^ 

^ Acting on the advice of Toirington s rival Mary wote to 
Admiral as follows : — 



We apprehend ye Consequences of your retiring to ye Gunfie^t to be «0 
y t We choose rather y tyou should upon any advantage of yc Wind give 
battle to ye enemy. ... By no means ever lose sight of ye Frehcb ieet, 
whereby they may have opportunities of making attempts in ye Rivers of irfed* 
way or Thames* ^ ^ t ^ 

Whatever Torrington rnay^ave thought of this letter, he nevej 
dreamed of disoh<‘ying it. The missive in itself was a reflection 
on his honour and left him no choice. Having the cxivantage ql 
the wind he matched hii ftfty-ftvc ships with his adversary’s 
The Battle of Beachy Head derives much of ,its intei^t from 
the fact that both admirals were comn^andcrs o' g^™s. Both 
ap}}redated*to the full the enormous importance their 

strength upon a portion^^of ihe^ enemy's Hne*^f contitbutora to 
the art qf manipulating a force at sea, f^ompaiiison . 

with«|he greatest masters— with Albeiviile, 
an<|’ ^^^Ison* Tourville's irfeas embodied at of ' 
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^‘Doubling'* mantfuvre cond^cCid wift 
tik i'hird Dutch War, Its ji ^ . 

011 ^ the dockyard, for success could only oe^iji 
the e^vent of numerical superiority. The longer Hno endeavoured 
to put u jxjrtion of the enemy Ijetween two fires by colling its 
ht^ad or tail K)und its i^versary*,s van or rear. The process pre- 
sented no difficillty of course if the aggressor had the wind, and 
from to leeward could also be practised at any rate in the im : 
in the rear it was not impossible, for the engaged part of 
i|ig squadron could gradually lose $ea-room to leeward, 
ll^antagonists aft^ it ; while the overlapping jmrt hugged 
und gained to windwani of both. 

Ion's hopes were based upon an amplified system of 
f ! The ol|l Instructions had perfected the line but left 
ll^orrington's improvements were intended to make it more 
only were the Red, White and Blue divisions to be 
&f independent movement, but van, cei^e of 

to be capable of detachment and reunion. The Dine 
ius become *as pliant and pliable as a whip in the hiincl of a 
Its wielder would he able to refuse his right whil| press* 
home his left, transfer one*third of his centra, to bis rear, and 
With sinuous flexions play his lash on the writhing liihlB of hi^ 



victim. 

In the present instance Tor ririgton decided to attack the enemy's 
rear with as brave a show as his inferiority wT>uld allow. This of 
courst^ left an insufficiency of ships for the enemy's ojntre, and van* 
if the whole line were to engage. He had no inUmtion, however, 
of allowing centre and van to engage uiiltt the J’reiich were dis*^ 
organized by his onslaught on their^rear. His own division and 
the Dutch, w^erc, in football terminology, to ‘‘mark'* the remainder 
of the enemy, who would b<i^jxjrmitte^l to continue on thek w^y 
wifn 4 ^ 1 ty for mischief seriously impaire^^ by the absence an- 
tagoi'^is to 'injwe. 

The a! fot battle was given, and at first all se<.^ined to go wdl. 
®hy atta^sje on Tourville's rear was ojiened and developed, and 
r rearmost4>art of^hrs own division to ?up- 
it' At \h- he refused the vanward 

|ision to dvsa^^tut the enemy. But in the White Squadfo|iA:^f 
itigs v^rn |>ossessed the Dutch it is, difficult 
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Fc-rh a|j!S ^itme or two'-' captains forced 

the rejiiainder to supjxjrt them. Wftate^ Iw reason, the entire 
van wt^re soon engaged, hammering the enemy in grand style with 
all tfio dogged hghting qualities of Jan l^l^ertzen and Cornelius 
Tromp. Nothing could hive been more mignjficeht, but it was 
^lot war. Inferior to the enemy in numbers they gave the wily 
Fourville the op^rtunity to double, and the ships of the French 
centre, hitherto incapable of mischief, now pushed forward under 
press of sail to reinforce Chateaurenault I'he Dutch were liter-'* 
all) encompassed ; and if they were not annihilated, they certainly 
receiv(;d punishment as severe as any administered by Blake or 
^ijbpmarle.* 

Sfc^e completeness of the tragedy was prevented by the turn of 
ie. Observif\g it the Dutch cast anchor with all sails set. 
Snglish followed their example and the French were carried 
E)f range before they realized what was happening. Under 
jj^Jer of(,tnght the allies weighed anchor and crept aw'ay east*- 
wards. I'ourville pursued, and Torrington, deeming it inexj>edi<mt 
to indulge in fresh hostilities on l)ehalf of disiibled vtjssels, burnt 
more than u^n of them to avoid ca])turo. Arriving at the Thames 
he palled up the buoys, withdrew his ships into a position of 
conijmrative safety, and on his arrival in London was cast with 



ail ignominy into the lower. A court-martial was summoned. 
Rookt:'s evidence was all important, and proved invaluable to the 
accused. fhe judges considered their verdict and found the 
Admiral not-guilty. There was no reason to sus{3ect him of dis* 
loyalt}' to the new regime ; still less was there reason tO susjxict 
iliai cowardicp in any form had influenced his proceedings before 
or during the battle. William perhaj^ formed a judgment: differ* 
ent from that of the court. He certainly never employed the 
Admiral again. Stories were set on fooj that the wicked Earl had 

* U IK much to be regretted that the “ Dbublih^^ movement triumphed SU 
Beachy Head. En^eavourK to provide a counter-ti^ove had a deadeumgf^^eflect 
on tactics. Henceforth the weight of expert opttwon advocated line 
terminous with that of the foe. 'fhe much abueed ArtUU added to the 
Instructions alter this encounter, reads as follows: **If the a^iral and ht« 
fleet have the wind of the enemy, and they havt stretched themselves in a 
line oj battle, the van of the admirafs fleet is to steer with the van of die 
enemy’s and there to engage them.’* This doctrine,, re^sodable emough for 
defensive purposes, strangled the growth of 'effective measures to enittre an 
oveiwlidlwcng victory. “ 


purpoHel)^hitttjie^^S^ l|nowiiig ^ 

lanty of tlic |ie bad ^jacnficcd them tp gratify 

re 4 ntme*it ! It is mdisptitable that the Dutch were actiVdy 
gaged md Turrington yastiot Mischief-makers glorying in a iyron|f 
Miterpretaiioil found fJere incontestable proof of a ridiculous mtf, 
How far William was deceived, bow far vmdirtm , it* is not possible'® 
to sa> * 

‘ There have been few sadder days in British history than that on 
which the news of Beachy Head arrived The fleet, in which men 
trusted, had failed in the hour of need. Those who had da^ed 
the gre at A.rrnada in pieces, Who had conquered thO countrymen 
of De Ruyter and the Tromps, were subjected to humiliation 
nt w power that had hardU reached its manhood on the sea WmsiC ^ 
use would the french make of their victory? Would they 0(0#^ 
tent themselves like De Ru>ter with a raid? or was the flag lisetf 
to be bumbledom the dust ^ At the thought a new spmt breathed 
through the land Government was not overthrown as wjjy , 

bad feared The patriots rallied round the throne , the disasttr 
braced the constitution like a tonic, and a martial valour nOlted 
mta for stirring®times The pcnl, momentarily at least, was sufl 5 i* 
cient to (^sturb the boldest Hadjatnes in 1690 teen as ready 
as Parma in 1588, Englishmen might have fought in southerly 
shire with Tourvilie’s countrymen 

But James was not ready On the day following the defeat of 
his forces in the Channel, William hurled destruction on his rival 
at the Battle of the Boyne The unfortunate James fled from a 
stricken held, flung himself into a boat at Kuisal^, and betook 
himself to his magnifuent ]^rotec*tor af Versailles. He besought 
Louis to invade England now that the opportunity offered, nOW 
that her first line of tefence had suffered inglorious repulse* 
Louis shook his head ♦ lie was faced by the League of AugsbUrg. ^ 
He knew that any fresh attempt must be confide to the luckl^ 
hand of James, who was hardly likely to succeed in the greater 
enterprise lifter his ignominious failure m the less. He blamed ^ 
himself not at all, though was as muchi^at faults He, had 
himi^elf ruined the Irish campaign by allowiM Rooke to relieve 
Londonderry, and Shovel to convey the Orie flag aaosa St> 
George's Channel . * ft ^ J 
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While Jamt*s pleaded in vain, England, aJl-militant, njade good 
use of her respite, and with her wondfeH^ful property of marine 
cu^>tiration succeeded in equipping a fleet of over sevisniy sail hy 
beginning of 1691. These were joined -by a Dutch contingdht; 
and the command was given to the iTifluential and not over- 
scrupalous Russell, who sought his adversary but found him not, 
With admirable '%tt TaurVille kept his fleet at the rnouth of the 
(Channel, and took toll of the home-returning trade, but resolutely 
refused to be drawn by the irate Englishmen into a risky gtmeral 
engagement His slippery tactics have won high commendation 
from modern critics, but they failed to satisfy the Grand Monarque* 
l^)uis bad been bitterly disappoint^ with Beachy Head. The 
English had turned Uiil and fled. Why was not their fligte jCod^ 
verted to a rout ? . Because there was a poltroon at the head of 
his fleet. Why did not Tourville turn even now u|>on this Russell, 
scatter his vessels to the four winds of heaven, and prove htesdf 
the Tureiifie of the seas? When Louis had cej^nmand of the 
^annel, he might have kept William out of Ireland altogether 
Even now Toui-ville's skill kept the embers glowing in the sputl^- 
west But Louis had no feeling for the interaction of land and sea 
operations. He hoped that Tourville by sledgc-hamjcner blowii^ 
^'^ould redioss the balance against him on the laud. 

THE BAITLE OF HARFLEUR 

May tg, 

The months went by, and England forgot her padic. . Excite- 
ment gradually subsided, and once more gave place tp di^&* 
faction with the (rovernmttnt. WilliAn had of course gbod cause 
for tlta confidence he reposed in his countrymen. Gihkoll wis 
beating out the last sparks of Irish rebellion. Evertzen alone hiad 
proved wortliy of his steel at ]Seachy*Head/ Russell, oh the btiber 
band, was proving himself, if anytliing, more incomikJteih' than 
Torrihgton; for TorringtoO at least was willing to wa^fa the 
Dutchmen fighj: ! This attitude of W^illiam’s is suffldenfiy 
ligible, but it was <sexceedingly irrjtating maddened RusjieH,' 
Marlborough, and many who under normal circumstances would 
have been types of loyal ICnglishmen. They fotmd WOliato*® 

|)Osal of State offices to Dutchmen perfectly Jmoieraibte*\ 
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'^s but ante remedy* They wrote to lind assuc^i hi^ that 

ijthcy were devoted to his'fcaase, and that if wouMonly ^ooie ^ 
^%at& deliver the country' from the putdi invadebsi, hiUf tff tte^^ 

. . w'ould join hfe standards and two-thirds of the^ to 

flag. Thirl news was exceedingly gratifying to h«^ ^ 

especially as it aime from Russell, whose commanding ' 

removed the element of doubt. Russell did nc^t omit toisiertdon ' 
that James's gallant leading at Lowestoft and Solebay was still 
affectionately remembi^red by himself and others, notably .by 
Richard Carter, and John Ashby who had won a knighthood % ^ 
his work at Bantry Bay. But with all his professions Russell was, 
not a Jacobite ; he was merely an anti-Williamite. He cared 
nothing for James’s cause, his beliefs, or his theory of kingshig. 
He conceived of himself as playing the part^of Monk, gracefully 
calling back his sovereign from exile, setting him upon the 
throne, and as gracefully receiving more rew^ards than he would 
care to enumejate. ;/ . 

James may be pardoned if he failed to understand 
significance of Russell’s position. The thu>ne was na 
vacant as in i66q, and in order to remove the hero of Boyne 
Water, an army' of some dimensions would be needed. ‘ 

hastened to Louis XIV and set before him the documentary evident 
of the English reaction. Lbujs professed genuine satisfAfclion, aid^i 
concerted with his cousin a bold camp^aign for 1692. The 
sivc should be resumed against the Netherlands in order to entice 
William to defend them. A second army meantime should be 
assembled in Normandy and at the crucial moment re-enact with 
happier circumstance the Water Procession of i68g. One Other ' 
thing was clearly requisite!*’ Tourvill^ must be made to under- ! 
stand that there could be^no more fooling about at the mouth erf 
Chatmel. He must not^avoid battle as he had done throughout' \ 
the previous year, rfe must*makelt his special object to pretehtl' 
the Dutch from joining the English, and fight liaUier .^han 
the junction to take place. A fleet of transports was ! 

La Hogue* and behind it a great camp was crowded with 
French and Irish, readj for tli^ second Normsw§ Conquest,; 
wais diere in person. Tourville would kee# the 
joining the EngU^t* Russell and ^o-third&f 
^ |o.te-theif'''n|btfitl kiog", the remainder wo^ 
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i «way/as Dartmouth had done in and a few 

'Jan^s would disembark at Southampton amid the roars'" 
thiaiastic Englishmen. ' ' ' - J 

will be seen at once that much depended on but 

Russeirs attitude was quite illogical. Willing enough to play 
"Plonk's part, f&r which a lack of honesty unfitted him, he was in 
no mood to see England overrun with Frenchmen. James sur- 
rounded by French courtiers would be a degree worse than 
William and his Dutchmen. ‘‘Do not think/' he remarked to a 
Jacobite envoy* “that I will let the French triuinpk over us in 
our own seas. Understand this, that if I meet them, I fight 
' them; ay, though His Majesty should be on board/’ Tbtirville 
teo had his word to siiy. He was hotly indignant at the unmerited 
cen.sures on his conduct. His honour and his k*adership must be 
justified. I’he fieet at his dis|)osal was utterly inadequate, 
adverse weather kept the Toulon Squadron within the Straits and 
left him only forty-four sail. But he was not a poltroon, arid he 
meant to vindicate his honour even at the jxiril of his ships, 

I'he opening of the carnpiiign agreed with anticipation. 
William rushed across the North Sea to grip the danger there, and 
poor Queen Mary was left alone to face the pos.sifele arrival of an 
angry father and thousands of Frenchmen. She proved herself a.s 
worthy of the occasion as Philippa in the days of Neville’s Cross 
or Katharine in the days of Flodden Field The Stories of 
Jacobitism had reached her ears: she knew’^ that the Navy W’^as 
honeycombed with disaffection to William and herself : she had 
lieard of the villainous disposition of Admiral Carter: she had 
listened with pain to detractors of Russell himself. What was she 
to do? She acted on the 'impulse; frusuxl to her womanly tact, 
and wrote to Russell a letter. She told him that distressing news 
had reached her that the fleet was disloyal, and she therefore felt it 
^Jier duty to setid him word that sht^ knew such re|X)rtS must he 
false. She put implicit trust in the fieet, knowing that,*'whefF all 
else failed, the mother of ships could rely upon her sons. 

Russell called together his captains, read to them Hel* Majesty’s - 
letter, andHvith the consent of all s^t back an appropriate answ^jr J 
of effusive loyalty. He then visited every ship in the fieet aM 
^ enjoined upon their comparjias the ne^ of patriotism. “If yem ^ 
j^pfBcers play you he said, o^rboard vfith them ; yes, a«d ;* 
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af all 1 ” And at this very moment from 

wl^orh Queen 'Maty certainly did not inherit her ^ 

contemplating a recovery of the English Grown with French and 
Irish so}di|r^ ; resting on the comfortable assurance nsceived fro^ 
Russell himsfelf that the greater part of the British fleet was with^ 
him heart and soul. » 

Russell’s flag flew in the Britannia, first of hef name, built from " 
llie designs of Sir Phineas Pett, and the latest word in naval con- 
struction. Delavall and Shov<*l commanded the Red Squadron 


under him ; Sir Clowdisley in the Royal IV tlltam, and Sir Ralph 
in that heart of oak, the Royal Sovereign, as eager for battle as 
, when she scorned the sands With Blake at the fight off the Kentish 
Knock. The Dutch had the post of honour in the van ; th| Bl^e 
Squadron was committed to Sir John Ashby, Mfith Rooke seconding 
him in the Ncj^tme. ('arter, the firebrand, with his flag in the 
Duke, brought up^the rear of a splendid fleet which numbered all '' 
but a hundred sail 

Tourville came up Channel from the direction of Brest with* a 
vS.W. bree/e hearing him along. Some sear leagues from : 

Barfieur he discovered the allies stretching on the starboard lach , 
toward the place where James had made his camp. The delay 
caused by D’Estries’ non-appearance had given ample time for their 
junction, and to all intents and purposes Tourville’s task w«ts 
ended ere it had well begun. His position in the wtfid enabled 
him to decline battle. Even now had he but known, courier^; ; 
were .seeking him. Ivouis’ order was cancelled. There no 
longer nty d to fight. But the couriers came not, Tourville knew 
that he had been called a coWard,. and proudly he fi|!w the flag for 
battle in the Solctl Royal, rflost glorioiJs vessel afloat. 

At Beachy Head he had shown how to fight against a. flieet of 
inferior proportions.^ Tj^e iK)sition was now reversed, but with, 
the same skill he approached it. f.ike Torrington he refused* hi^ 
van or right wing, but to ayoid being doubled, ^.he increased th«s .. 
interval between the ships so that the leading squadron was con*! 
terminousVith the Dutch line opposite, attack 

.veloped in centre and^j rear. ,The French slijbs worked iii 
ible combination, but their very skill was a|source of 
for their intimate co-operation and deficient itimbers left . 

unmarked ships ahead of their central squadiw, 
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rearm^t vessel*^ the division of Carter, the suspect, fo&nd ‘ 
unopfibsed. 

vSympathy is ever extended to a plucky minority, but it would 
be vain to deny the skill of the British sailors. Sir Clowdisley at 
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^\\ Ashby 
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To Cape 'p'® 
Barn ear V 


PHASE 2 


IHE BATILE OP BAKPLEUR 


May T9, 1692 . ' k • • 

the head of the allied centre was quick to see his o{^>c{|rtuhuy, and 
going about on the opposite tack divided the enemy’s | 1 leet in |be 
manner recommended by Albemarle for a€eet operatlrtj^ to leeiwaid.; 
while Admiral Carttr, taking 11 leaf iSooi Tourville’s bofeky douWed 
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«pb6 theneai of the French 

intricacy of ihm raenoeuvr^.mvolveri en'i^qpendiw^of 
th4r raenacing aspect €X)nvmt^’d the gre^ Rench tead^^t 
prolongat^otV pf the struggle un(lei such conditions couW 7 

in the anny^Iation of liis ileet. Up to this pou^ ^ 
had surrendered; but human endurilncc could* go no 
honour was sat;isfied» The wind was still behind him; ai^ 
the tide b^an to set up Channel. His thoughts recuitfed t%., 
Beachy Head, and as he dropped anchor with ail sails set* he hiiri; 
the satisfaction of seeing the allies carried out of range as he 
been himself two years before. - ^ 

Adniiial Carter, on whose fair name foul infamy had l>reatheo> 
was still to windward of Tourville s fleet, and now found 
cut off from all his friends. Without hesit^atioii he decid^ tO.‘ 
carve a way to^glory through his enemies, A fierce encouti^ 
ensued at closest (luarters, and the Admiral was one of the.fifSl^^d; 
fall. The woupd was grave, but he refused to go below* Wfailp . 
he lived, his place was the quarter-declc. They tried tp Stnakc him, ^ 
easy, and his sword was now merely an enoumbrance, but h'p ,: 
clung to it feverishly. “ Surrender to the foreigner. . , . Yield hiii , 
sword. . . . Never 1 Had those now seen him who had alllPd\ii 
him traitor, their suspicions would have died unutteredL Caiterift 
Flag Captain bent (iver him to receive his last request. 
her, lad,” he gasped, in dying accents, fight her as lorsg / ^ 

long . . . as she can . , . swim.” , 

With this impetuous onslaught on the one side, and the uhips^’^*' 
Rooke on the other, nine of the French rear saw their hc^^^j 
destroyed, and with the wind behind them fled to |he north and':’ 
east. The remainder under cover of night and a friendly fogmad^ ' - 
the best of their way fowaids the west on the streh^ pf ; 
ebbing tide. ^ ' 

. » 

epilogue. Ca hog^e 

i ' May *3 AK0 idga 

Such was the Battle Bafflfui.. Toon^t 
and iluseeU had worsted hicn with a force 
a bpe affair, not by imy meuts' the 






80 SEA KINGS OF Blj^ITAIN 

immediately the battle every effort was liaafe by the 

English to follow up their advantage and one man at Ipast drew 
upon himself t^e eyes of all, ^»nd converted an incktcisiVe encounter 
into a triumphant and exultant yicto)ry\ 

Of the thirty-five French ships that had drifted down Channel 
on the ebb, twenty, under D*Amfreville, with a temerity bom of . 
dt'Hpair, committal themselves to the Race of Alderney between ^ 
that island and the mainland, and running between Scylla and 
Charyhdis arrived in safety at St. IVIalo [see page J u)]. *Tbe 
Soieii Rpyai, whose wounds severe had forced l\^t»rvi]Ie at last to 
shift his flag, maimed and comi^anioned by two consorts onl|t|^ 
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Staggered into Cherbourg! Here Sh Ralph Delavall found her 
and burnt her to the water-line with her sisters by her side. 

Twenty in St, Malo ! T'hree devoured by flames! What of the 
rest 1 Guided by a happier star twelve SouBled Cape Barfleur and 
reached the apppinted haven of I^a Hogue. As an anchorage the 
harbour left f^rnethingto be desired; but in mititary’prdpare^ness, 
nothing. forts, St, Vaast and Lisset, guarded th% approach, 

and between them ihe great 'Francp-Irish^rmy awaited transit on 
the sfilf-sarne spot where Norman William had mustered his army 
six centuries before. Janies was there in person. I.ouis' marshals 
stood round him, and gave him the best of their advice. The 
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French wSre .of opinion tW there wm nothing to fear* Jame», 
tactless as ever [but forgiveness cornea easily}^ ' reminded his, 
counsellors thtU English s^ilorv^ were different from all others. He 
suggested tbsat the troops should be taken aboard. This roused 
the wradi of Tourville, who refused to hear of such a thing. 

4,, Accordingly the .ships were warped as near as possible to the 
. ’ shore, and carefully bestowed, six under the gu^is of Fort 
six under the gum of Vaast. * 

Op the 23rd the English arrived^ and a resolution was at once 
adopted. I'he tiAclvc battleships must be destrojred. The 
’ opemtiou uot admit of a general action, for the water was too 
shallow rtw perilous bloddy task confided to Admiral 
aIv , o shifted his hag to the £ag/e and commenced!^ 

, operaiiom avidity. Collecting’ all the boats of the fleet,, 
some iK>o m number, he manned them and coveredtheir approach 
by dw fire of certain smaller ships, whose draught q^Uflcd them .,j 
as an escort. '^Che presence as spectators of the army of invasion 
appealed to the sailors, augmenting thpir zeal and tickling their 
sen^e of humour. They bent to the oar with*'' a will, and raced 
to i>ee who would reach the warships first. The ponderous army 
took up its,j)ositi<)n on the beach prepared to do their worst; but , 
th^ boats' crews were hardly in danger until they reached the 
shipA, xAnd the ships being stranded found themselves, like Gulliver, 
l illiput, helpless and shackled, and tormented by swarms .of 
dtruinutive antagonists. . ‘ , 

The dusk of evening descended as the English completed theii*' 
preparations, and as the situation of the French fleet decided what 
form the attack should take, so its unexpected nature and its^ 
suddenness robbed them of the leisure in which to |ind it® 
effective counierclteck. Cheer after cheer arose from the boats 
as they neared their dejStination, and. though Fort Lisset and the " 
batteries on land did their best, and though the shallowness of tSe 
water allowed the cavalry on shore to act a$ boise'^tnarines^ tho ; 
boats'' crews suffered little on their way. Swarming and scramb&^gr 
they clambered up on boarck and while so&e turned ^ 
against fort and batteries, others, acting 
tionst, lushed 'the wretdhed vessels stem to Mmj 
lost ; no undue haste < 3 i^lay^ When alb, ^ 
ships of JFrance' weire given to the fiames, : . 
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^ioldiers cuirse<^ and the incendiaries rowed back, Inahe ipiitd 
of James regret and admiration struggled for th^ hiastery. ** Nape 
but my English tars,” he said» could have done scv gallaht'^li ^ 

^ deed” * ^ . v;^' 

' How night was spent in the French camp it is impossible to 
If a tireless v 4 tch was kept, nothing less was needed, for in til 
early morning back came Admiral Rooke and his boatmen, lusiH^j 
than ever, to judge by the way they shouted. There were sbjlk 
six ships, and they lay under the formidable guns of St. Vaastrl 
But now panic seized the French, and the second part of Rookl^ 
task was speedily accomplished It remained to dispose of th«, ' 
numberless transports, and this was also done with comfortable 


All was now ovei* ; and with a cruel but delicious ap| reciiWn 
of irony the Englishmen returned from the second cor; %igratiOn 
making the welkin re-echo with the strains of ‘‘ (k>d save? the\ 
King ! ” As he listened, James's feelings were those of a 
quished gladiator who, choking under his rival’s foot, hears 
amphitheatre ring With peals of joy for that rival’s victory. 'v 

Few exploits in the annals of the Navy have been more com- 
ple|e than' this. Xdttle wonder if men forgot their debt to Russell 
as they lavished their praise on Rooke. Little wonder if they re- 
ferred to 1692 as the year of La Hogue in preference to Barfleur. 
There is poetic justice in their waywardness.* Russell, who 
juggled with the destinies of two kings, had done little to eiTihau4i| 
his reputation as a seaman by his advantage over Tourville's litt™ 
force. That advantage had been clianged into a triumph by 
Rooke’s destruction of twelve splendid battle.ships. 

No one realized this better than William. On his return from 
the Low Countries he visited Portsmouth, dined with the Admiral, 
and conferred upon him the w^ell-earned honour of knighlhoocf^ 
He had good reason to be pleased^ I'he flag had come baefcf 
the command of the sea was once rnore in Er\glish keeping. 1 He 
was now free to pursue his plans unhindered. He could cross the 
North Sea at his own convenience, and land English troops in the 
Netherlands without fear of interruptiom In his medal to com- 


^ To this day the good ship Bat flew commemdrauj^ the 
less popular name.; ^ . ' 


more correct bui 
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iwAftorat^^ Barfleur, men-of-war are seen gallantly pounding on#| 
but in that to commemorate La Hogue the lion ’ 
^icom dash forward to remove the impudent Gallic cock wha? 

been crowing from his perch upon the trident of the seas^ 

'^^jperium, pUagi mbis / # 

a , Queen Mary was no less pleased ; and to give outward expression ^ 
her gratitude to the brave sailors who had fought and died for her> 
p|ie determined to convert the Palace of Greenwich into a hospital 
seamen incapacitated in the service of their countiy. Tfed 
ySthplace of Elizabeth had given place to a roomier dwelling 
'designed by Sir Christopher Wren for- (Charles 11 . Incomplete 
at that monarch’s death the hew structure lacked a motive and 
an occupant. Mary’s scheme was deservedly popular, and the 
Queen’s list included a donation of ffom the new knight 

"'of La Hogue. 

* ' If the events of 1692 were a source of constant satisfaction |o 
William and Mary, for James they spelled the ruin of his hopes* 
His cause was dead, and though others might lift hereafter the 
banner of jacobitism, the victor of J^owestoft had fought his latest 
fight. Of all the tactless things he ever did, his attempt to recover 
the Crown of Eiigiund with the help of alien troops certainly lacked 
I most of politic perception. It dispersed for ever the piirty tl^at 
was learning to forget his tyranny in his true-born English ex- 
traction and sailor-like qualities. His career ended not when he 
r^^^threw the great seal of England into the Lhames, but when he 
heard Kooke’s sailors .sing their lullaby. 

For Louis the case was different. Barfleur and La Hogue can 
never stand beside Gravelines and Trafalgar. Every one knew what , 
to expect if Parma cros.sed the sea in 1 588 : every one knew what to 
expect if Napoleon cros.sed in 1805. Hut Louis had not risked 
|;Jbis all in the adventiire^ William, not England, was the objecLof 
;his hate. With Europe in amis against him, the blow in the 
Channel drove in his extreme left : not without reason he affected 


to regard it only in this light But if he had not risked his all, ; 
he had at leW risked his fleet. The sea-power which had sprung 
readywmed from the head of Colbert, whi# had b%otteri. ^ 
Tourville and Duquesne, which liad overtlirowti the navy of Hoi- 
,land under the shadow of Mount Etna, which had humbled the 
qountrymen of Blake at Beuchy Head, was van^ished, scagier^ to 
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Mm winds dr cliarred rotting on the coast of I®£>rmandy. 
was iippe of Tourvillc's, and to Louis' credit wajs nof 
* soothed the aggriev^ leader » 

/.fci^^bSnsion, and presented him with the baton of » Marfonal^f^ 
l^fiiinqe. ; ''M‘ 

4 /,The victor «of Barfleur had reason to envy the van<juisheC' 

' had been boastful and self-assertive^ domineering and 


He had done little enough in the battle with the 
■|\«hips At his (xmimand. But the harshest critic will scarcely ap^ 
pkud fiis dismissal for failure to complete the destruction of his 
.'.ehemitU. Such treatment was wholly undeserveS. It w^as aba )■;: 
‘ ih'ttje ;in(l impolitic Whether RuSSell indulged in further corr<^ 

A j'^^hdence w'iih James cannot be decided ; 4)01 at least it is certain 
'M in the very nexi year the sea plans of ICngiand were discovered 
:-.\t 64 ikr enemies. „ * 


I'HE SMYRNA CONVOY 


The trade of Engdand with the Levant had for years been grow- 
ing steadily, but the outbreak of war with France had paralysed 
the commercial activities of William's subjects alike in London 
and Amsterdam, The rntuchant fleet awaiting convoy to Statnboul 
and Aleppo numbered 400, and when Barfleur gave the allies con- 
trol of the sea, it was resolved to Send Sir George Rooke with - 
a squadron to safeguard its passage. With the Mediterranean 
to traverse, it was tiecessary to give Roolce a force capable of 
overcoming any resistance tiiat might be offered by D'Kstr&cs and 
the Toulon ships who were anxiou$ to make amends for their 
failure to join Tourviile in '92, To this end a small partly 
English, partly Dutch, was put at his disposal Tfie presence iof 
Tcurville and his veterans at "direst invited further caution, add tfe 
entire Channel fleet escorted Sir George through the danger |s<ipe. ' 
Sir George thought it would be well to look into Brest, to' make ' 
sure that the Marechal was really there. He was c^enutod by 
his temporary superiors but ventured in their despite to ' record^ ^ 
protest. Fussiness some will call it ; strategy others. “ Rookii was 
never seen to better advantage than when imking those arrange-, 
meqts that pave the way to success^ •When the steps that he epn^ 



Bidered ^tmty w&re neglecti 46 by be. cai^ti^hl 

blamed for .Aufesequem inishaps. , ; 

I?x^i vras pass^ the Channel fleet turned fepck; ^ 
Rboti^roce^d alone; Ab went well as far as Cape St Vinf|“^ 
were seen certain Firench ships which fled at the 
^^a^oach. Rooke proposed to heave to until a ceconnai^y 
was made of the force in front ; but the Dutch assured hifliif 
the vessels ih ^ue|tion had been caught napping and were 
for safety, Rooke thought otherwise. To satisfy hitnsfelf hd| 
and snapped up a victim. Closely questioned the 
exactly corrf3bofai!5d the Dutch contention. Rooke shruggw 
shoulders. Time thus spent was never lost § 

• The fleet advanced and plunged headforemost into the 

arms of an ambuscade. - ' ***: * 

Tourville was jiot in Brest at all. He had united his fleet wi^j 
the Mediterranean, and had not only laid a trap on the coast 
Portugal, but bailed it with flying and lying couriers. 

^ Had Rooke been a perfectly free agent, this misadventure 
could never have happened* Thrust into it, he did what he cwl<i 
lo get out. The odds were four to one. His first thought ttt 
sacrifice tlyj entire war-fleet on behalf of the merchantmen. 
ordered the line of battle, and his resolute demeanour and calm 




assurance persuaded Tourville that it would be necessary to J/Ct 
with discretion. He therefore drew up his forces, and while he 
did so Rooke dispersed the convoy in every direction! Then 
having caused the maximum of delay, he also turned before the 
wind and carried off his force from the clutches of his disappointed , 
enemy. Not a dissentient voice questioned his exffimplafy skill, 
fie saved three-quarters of tlie merchant-fleet and rightly defeided 
that there was no crisis to justify sacrifice. As well blame Hotatius 
for leaping into the Tiber when the., bridge was dowOi as blamejj 
Sir George for canning his fleet into safety after be had ^ 
everything po>..sible to save the helpless. * 


The war 5 f the English Succession to all int^Sits was ended ktthei 
Battle of Barfleur ; but,Louis had still to upon^ the .< 30 i 3 iir| 

tinent the Augsburg League ^with the Kin^of Engbrnd 
President For five weary years [1692-97] thAardre^^d 
he would not again challenge the English flw* 
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the trident ^.uiTjsWomiiig to HSs 

wife fee glamd# of shield and sword. But if he r^sed to fight 
* again at sea Oh equal terms; the Smyrna convoy had shown him 
a weakness of his adversary/ Henceforward he harried the trade 
of England in the hope of crippling her wealth.? 

^ When Charles II exploited privateering, England suiferied 
deep disgrace ai^De Ruyter’s hands. Louis was more fortunate. 
He avoided the mistake of Charles. He kept his fleets “ in being ** 
instead of laying them up. The capital ships of the English were 
in consequence busily employed in doing nothing'’; and the 
difKcidtv of doing nothing '* really receives ample testimony 
from the journal of Sir George/ During the latter years of the 
war lie was obliged to watch Toulon with feline perseverance 
resting on riymouth as his nearest base 1 
The subjects of William obtained little satisfac|ion by counter* 
raids on the shipping of France. They helped themselves freely^ 
but there was so little to take. Colbert's system child never had 
lime to fructify, and Louis had not the mines of Chile and Peru^ 
or tiu |]frodu(is of Aniboyna and the Indies. He was living, 
Ixad he but known it, on his aipitai ; and the very impotence 
oC^ the English to revive the days of Drake their 

ultimate victory. The trident is the sceptre of all seas. When 
the Mol Sokii flung it away as a lighting instrument, he lost the 
strength that it lent to his arm, and found himself each year less 
competent to wield the sword. In 1697 he was exhausted. The 
splendid resources of France had enabled her to hold out against 
the whole of Kurojxe for an incredible time, l)Ut now she needed 
time to recup, r;<tc. In Septemlxer a treaty was signed at Ryswiek, 
Louis abandoned all that* he had gras^xed since Nymwegen, and 
acknowledged William as England's lawful king.f 
In the year that followed tl]^ Peace, Roojjte was elected M.P* for 
Portsmouth, a seat he re tained till lit retired from active life. His 
parligmentary emreer is to be regretted: for party strife w4% un- 
usually bitter in days when the crown itself was. SO uncertain a 
possession. " It would have mattered little if Rooke haS| sjitpported 

y id f’ infra, p. t2o> * 

f One wrong was righted at the Peace. Admiral Edward Kasjsrell, wlio 
with all his faults had done many a good turn to the House of Orange, was 
” ‘ peerage as Earl of Orfc»rd and Viscount Bari^etir, 
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the Whigimajo^y : but his steaiiy devotioo fTo^ ptindples 
brought hira tniiny ili-natured arid inflluenfl|il enemies. 

/'• ' 

THE WAR pF THE SPANBH SUCXESSION. 

Although the Peace of Ryswick seemed a genuine pacification,^ 
its clauses promised no durability. The tw(|^ Antagonists, the 
Rings of England and France, consented to a handshake, but 
they scowled the while, as men must do who have fought rouhd ^ 
after round without decisive result Each felt that, save for A 
single weak spot in his armour, he could not have failed to wilt' 

A truce at least gave time to remedy defects. 

William had gained a grbat advantage in his struggle for 
the land of his birth by his succession to the English Cfowfi", 
The victory of La flogiu; had enabled him to confine his atteii^ 
tion to the ccmtinent without feeling anxiety for the land of 
hi«^ adoption. But England s great Mediterranean trade route 
pass(=!d througlf waters where the French sea-board dominated it 
Her Navy could not blockade Toulon for ever, and during a 
temporary absence the Toulon fleet might slip away, link itself 
with the fleet of Brest, and reproduce the panic of the year of 
Beachy Mead. 

On the other hand, Louis’ juggling with the Brest and Toulon 
fleets savoured of stale-mate. It might balk the English of the . 
wclLearned fruits of victory, but it did not materially >bid tht 
French, wiio were laced on shore by the old insoluble^flficulty, 
to wit, the w’^hole of the European armies acting at the volition of 
a single conning-iower, the mind of William of Orange. With 
England in front, Spain* in the rear, and the Empire on his fl^k, 
what could Louis do! He still hoped to extend his kingdom to 
the Rhine, but he was too evidently unable to do so without ^ . 
ally. \ ^ ^ 

In the quiet nights that follow^ed Ryswick Louis 
have dreamed that hi^ affability had detached Austria or Spain 
from William*s zone of frtend?*iip; and WiUki|i that Tangier was ^ 
won again with a battle-fleet harboured beneaft its gUQs. 

: Ruthlessly intruding 'itself on the consideration of princes came 
flhe (}uestion of the succession to the throne ofv^pain. 

When Charles fl succeeded his father Ehilm IV in the ye^r of 
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^ Lowestoft, he #as a poor sickly dxil^ too 

strong in mind Men propheskd that he wSa^tild nevetr iwth nm- 
- hood ; but. when William n ^Jo^ ameii II be had conmsieia him- 
sdff for the loss of his first|j|^y taking to himself a second. 


In 1697 he had fallen into 
death was locked for at an5ft^Wl 


stages of invalidism, and his 
. His heritage still included 


Spain, the Netherlands [Belgium], the New World, the Balearic 
Isles, Sicily and Sardinia, the duchy of Milan, and Italy south of 
the Papal States ; but he had no child 
The failure of heirs male was a matter of vital importanct ^ 
England, If France, %hose position at Toulon had already m^^^e 
things so uncomforliible, were to wi» tfie Spanish inheritancci.ste 
^ouid enclose the western sea from Palermo to Genoa, from Gdnoa 
to Toulon, from Toulon to Malaga. She would also gain all pat 
she had fought for in the Channel She would obtain a sea^bfatd 
to the north of the Straits of Dover ; her boundary would be 
carried to the Rhine ; and Antwerp would take the place of London 
as the emporium of the world. This theme was not imaginary. *. 
The wretched Charles had only two near relatives of consequeruri, 


the Emperor and Louis himself. ^ 

With all his ambition l.ouis did not in wildest moments 
dream of annexing the whole Spanish Empire. He "'had been* 
thwarted in all his attempts to take that smaller part which he con** 
sidered rightfully his own ; any further attempts could but lead to 
a renewal of universal opposition. He was determined to get as 
much as he could, but he would act with circ|imsj>ection, knd 
accept with gracious discretion w'hatever was allotted as his share. 

So came al^)ut the famous Partition Treaties whereby in effect 
Wiliianij with consent expressed or iirfplied, carved up the Spanish 
Empire among the several daimants. He safegu^urded the idter6$l« 
of bis Dutch and English subjects, by stipulating that untder no 
circumstances should the Netfierlancjs fall tb France; and by in- 
sisting also that t]ie same sceptre should not hold sway eitfe^ over 
Spain and France, or over Spain and her Italian possessions south 
of the Papal States. In this way he hoped to maintam the eai^mg 
state of thBng$\ in the Channel and establish an equipoise in the 
Western Mediterranean. , . 


The Partition Treaties were very subtle; butthey bad the effect 
of goading the Spaniards to madness/. Their one anxiety^ a 





Jldmable,^ 


nfisp' -7^1,, I-— 

than fcharles H^wio tesolved 
intect to whoms^er.he woul 
sistek's son, and a suitable kinj 
Eiipi] e to the jDauphin wou' 
of Fiance. This suited him m 


bufc.to leave thke STi*^^ 
merge it In .the tide-dee*** ’ 
all. But Ae I>ajq?hiri ha 


two sons and the younger would serve hts turn. - ^ 

. A blairn no less cogent and insinuating could be preferrM by me- 
fimp^or who was himrelf the grandson of Philip III. 
exalted position made him unsuitable as a candidate ! P*^"® 

The Duke of Anjou or the Archduke Charles. . 


had tuio sona 


Philip II, ^ 
1556-1598, . 

sent the Armada against 
England. 

Philip 11 L 


1 Philip. IV, t 
/ CfomweU's \ 


I enemy ; \ 

dit^d 1665. \ 

First Second 

wife. wife. 


Maria 

Theresa, 

in. 

Louis XIV, 


Charles U 
began to reign 1665, 
the year of the Battle 
of Lowestoft; twice 
married, but had no 
children. 


5 * Daughter, 
married Emperor Ferdi- 
nand III, great-prand- 
son of Ferdinand I* 


Leopold if • 
Emperor, ' 

died the year after the / 
capture of Gibraltar; ff 


The Dauphin. 


P 

Duke of 
BuaouKDY. 


Duxa.op Anjou, 
the French 

CLAIMANT. 

; When Maria Theresa married, the Spaniards 
should renounce her daim to the Crown of her father, 
but arranged that the TCA»|^oh dipuld only hold 
he ^anded was paid. TSlndemnity large luid^ 

Mm .. ij -- 


J osEFH. CstAiLLica the 

Aichduk®, 
THE AVArm^' 
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The dying King. r^ctive merm ; md? 

lat^^-i^naath b^yilhed^Jjj^^ nephew the 

By all the ui:»nen^|9||H^H bound hifhWif 

to abide by th|Kn(^t ; but the prospect 

,was too alluring. He^^|H||||Bprcpt the will. Can he be 
blamed ? He hafi sworn in^i||HP|Plncc of his friends not to pick 
the tempting fruit, to wait unm the time was ripe and share the 
harvest with his friends ; when, lo, the fruit itself had fallen to 
f>is grandson. He had kept his vow ; had he not? Suppose his 
grandson were resolute to keep what providence bestowed, was it 
any part of bis duty to chastise his dlesh and blood because they 
.were dear to Fortune ? Was this in the bond ? ** Messieurs, 

voici le roi d’Espagpe ! ” 

The maritime nations were bitterly disapi>ointed, but they were 
obliged to accept the situation with a good grace. It was otheir^ ‘ ; 
wise with Austria. How could she acxept so heavy a blow with 
equanimity! Louis did not even frame the ([uestion, still less 
concern himself wkh an answer. He was a match for Austria.j;^ 
alone ; and now', now at last, he had the ally of his dreams. franc<st;;| 
had been girt about with foes north, south and cast; no-w shef 
would eiiterlain friends on either side. France had beerf exhaust^id 
by her load of war; now the Peruvian mines would pour intp ; 
her lap innumerable rubies. Louis was sixty-ftve years of age, but 
he felt his youth come back. He was invulnerable now, aircf*^ 
capable of all. Of course it would have been more satisfactory if 
all had bren gathered undi^r a single crown : hut that would come. 
He would aq^nounce that bis grandson’s acceptance of the Spanish 
Crown would not debar* him front succession to the French. 
Would his tMicmies swallow that I '* Messieurs, il n’y a plus de 
Pyrenees.’" Yes ; his enemies swaliowx^d even that. But they/ 
wei*e becoming infuriated. Tired ^fhough"* they were of fighting ^ 

I against him, Fmglish now’ itched to be at him again. 
they had no cause of r|uarrel. The spirits of Louis leapt highe^ 
His presumption exceeded the bounds of license. Hfe was , 
to fling ckscrerion to the winds. At such a monient James II 
{Sept f7oi:],tud Louis from warmth of heart and wanton 
osiiy declared his son to be James III, the rightful King of E,nj?“ 
land.^ This was a direct contravention of the terms of Ryswiidk ; 
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was fbr Englan<J^ 
jSWord, and amid|lii 
Had England be 
meats, the War of th 
only one of the most 
of wars. The Sfjanish 
vista of con(j[uest sufficiently 



9* 

W^liatn Ilf the 
rew l^y the 
i cdi^ental afttamgle^ 


m have IStei not 
the most Temtttiem^e ^ 
and Panama, providi^ a 
etive. But Efigland could t&t 


tear herself from her old friends to play a selfish imrt. The Low 
Countries called for her protecting arm, and to secure the active 
friendship of Austria she accepted the clairjs of the Austrian 
candidate^ for the throne of Spain. The land campaigns produced 
a Marlborough, but their exp(^se starved the fleet, and the task of 
propping up the throne of the sai’^disant Charles III fettered iW 
action and limited its field. • , . ’ 

VIGO BAY 
October fa, 1702 

On the outbreak of war Eooke, now the acknowledged head of 
the British Navy, found himself in command of a splendid Anglo- 
Dutch fleet nimihering no less than fifty battleships. He knew 
who were the enemies of his country ; he knew how to meet th^m 
if they offered him the chance ; but the position of affairs for all 
. that was distracting. If the fleet was to support the Austrian 
' candidate, it was necessary to establish friendly relations wifeli 
Spain. But the fleet could not operate off the coast of Spaib 
without a base ; and if it helped itself rudely to a base in Spain, 
it could hardly establish friendly relations. Something had to be 
done, a beginning made sonfbwhere. The thoughts of all slipped 
into an Elixabethan groove, and it was resolved that the victor 

La Hogue should repeat the achievement of Howard, and 
/}^^xact as a foreexi loan*the sea-girt walls of Cadiz. 

Rooke hoisted his flag in the Royal SomrHgn^Xi<A the historic 
^rst three-decker, but a daughter. The moth|;r-ship bad burnt 
jSpcidentall^ destroyed by fire, but certain preeijous planks ^IvdJ 
tbe conflagration had been woven inlp^tbe 
fecently launched by HSs Grace of Marlborough;i Rooke chose as 

. • Although he had made all the preparations, WilUsu|[ did ndi live to eon- 
'dttitthewar, ' ' , ; , ¥ . " 
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Ills a©cx>ndiin-comf|Mwd 


bad hitx||^ 


gl Londi^ddrryK 

JBarfieur, ‘‘and Tll^ 

^edition in<l|d£ui'af^j|H||g^HH and supemnma'|uty 
vessels which ^ under the Duk^ 0f 

‘ Ornidnde, who^e soldierl^ W ll^ydbeen tested at Sjec|g«hio0t^ 

Cadiz was reached in August, 1702, but hardly had Cape Rota 
been sighted before things began to go wrong. It was early made 
evident that the Austrian claimant had no adherents in the 
neighbourhood. Therefore if the town were taken at all, it would 
have to be taken by force ; ind foite would not conciliate thobe 
in whose mlerests the English were supposed to be acting. ' '^'luiere 
was no chance of re-winnmg the fame of Drake who had st|jit:ered 
the shipping in the outer harbour and destroyed an Ittnmda in 
the inner, because the amount of shipping in both was in^gnifi- 
cant Again, the town itself was so strongly fortified, so stoUlly 
held, amd so wtJI prepared that the tactics of Essex did not com* 
mend themselves to the Duke of Ormonde. Accordingly a third 
alternative was adopted, which in practice recalled some of the 
least desirable features of the barren campaign of ^6*5. 

The army w^as landed on the side of the harbour opposite to 
Cadiz, and began working its way soi^thward. Kai^ita Catalina ar^ 
Santa Maria fc‘Il, but an endeavour to dominate the Pun^l 
Passage from the eastern side was temporarily repulsed. The 
Duke demanded Rooke% assistance, but tt was not easy for the 
Admiral to do anything but bombard the town from the sea ; and 
what good coutd coihe of it with the Duke on the other side of 
the ba} ^ Such vibtent wobmg ac'corSed ill with the gentle nature 
of his secret instructions ; and as the Austrian agent on board the 


/^ova/ pointed out, harm don^ to his master's cahse 

* by Ihe indignation of the citizens wsiiuld outweigh any value the 
place might affoid a$ a base foi the British fleet The ril^iaiion 
was intolerable, and much to the Duke’s chagrin, the Adtnhal m* 

, sisted that the enterpnse dhould be immediately % 

Rather Inoro^thafl a month was spent at Cadk, and th^ 
tion, a little out of conceit with itself^ turned In || 

third week of hentemWr. Mi^tly they sailed abi|K 
and %e uHbrity had gkeWy weal^ed 






wnver»^, .A'' 


['in*. ■ 


certam of te |rj 
charge of 0]{i4i*i 
there went ash^r^ 
could speak Fi^n^ 

This led to quite a Met 
delighted to have some iSi 

•' amount of banter and good-nww*7H||^* TT^Oki WK ' 
Consul probably said ; “Well, you h^> dcfeateda Fren^^, , 
this time;” and the Chaplain. “That’s bec^ 5;°“^?!?^^: / 
a fleet for us to defeat." “Aha! haven’t we 1' rephed the^n^,.- 
“you little know; one that you would have loved to wcb, 

safe nOw, safe in Vigo Bay.” . . .. ' . 

When the war broke out it had been Louis first anxiety 
secure at all hazards tlie Spani.sh Plate-fleet then collet^ in,% , . 
New World. Npt only was the fleet in question the lai^w a»m , 
riohat that had ever left the Main, Imt the war itself depend^, 
its safe arrival. It was essential that Louis should stock h» 
for Colbert’s foundation of gold had crumbled away, 

Revocation of the Edict of Nantes had exiled the indu^^g|. 
I'Yance. It was essential to stock them at once, for the Bng»^^, 
command of the sea made the future uncertain. Louis ha4 .»| 
cordingly despatched Chateaurenault of Bantry across die AtUmm| 
with a fleet of twenty-four ships. The Admiral was not a brilli^‘| 
;»an but he knew his business, and there was every chance 
*ie would convey his riches to the feet of .Louis because he 
put into any Atlantic port from Brest to Cadiz. In Elnij^nd a^' 
opinion prevailed that one of these two was certain to be 
and as Rooke was at Cadiz, Shovel was sent to blockade 

Early in September t:hatekurenault, who had probably ret*^^ , 
word in the Azores as to the disposition of the En|Ush 

into Vigo Bay skilfully eluding both,. 1 

Vigo Bay is an inlet on tte north-west coast of 
deeply cleft, and its eastern extremity is twenty miles renaOyi^^|||^^ 
the Atlantic. At its entrance the ^les of Bayot» 
the vioteftbe of the ocean gales.’’ The toap: 
soodieth shore of the bay facing Ae 


yond the channel narrows to 1^' than. .,*;, 
. again yec^pass .Into Redondtela harboi^ - ^ 

' recesses iof tfae gulf, and imdM, thie prt^ 
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soldiers to any* extent, but he did not ntst content with , a fort and 
battery on the south side of the nanows and a battery on the 
north. Had Forts Lisset and St. Vaast #vcd the situatton at l-a 






H(;gue? He constructed a 
yards, cables, top-chains, pla 
the waterway and anchored 
a 70-gun ship, and 
annamenl position 
barrier the galleons began to.| 
Meanwhile Master Beauvoir^ 


'mom’ m 

thirty feet in girjh maats, 
This W *m^*ored in 


atijd casks. 

,^t either.|0g&d fee st^toned 
up five othm pf s^ilar 
Bdhind this fbrmiAfcbk 
^ith a feeling akin to secul^ty, 
fad confided hi^^^ews to Ca^t^n 
jilardy who weighed immediately and sped after the 
^^toriti and fog alike retarded progress, and far too many 
of eight had been taken ashore ere Captain Hardy couM giyj 
George liis splendid j)icce of news. The Admiral was 
1i9ith a bout of sickness, btfl* a harbour full of ships after tbet 
b^ieitnes?, of Cadiz was enough to restore him to health; Th# 
seiison of the year was impropitious, but the fog at .least beftipnded 
his approach, and he reached the harbour unobserved. Here his;, 
dispositions were perfected. It was arranged that the "of 

Ormonde should he landc.d on the south shore and woVk 
against the formidable fort which frowned on RedpndeS 
All the boats of the fleet were assembled, a landing effected, and,/ 
5,000 troops advanced. As a matter of fact there wert; doubk 
the niimhvjr of soldiers in Vigo: but they were unprepared, 
the English had to efface the merhory of (’adiz, and w^er.e not’ to*" 
be denied. So it came about that when the garrison interpcj^i^^ 
itself between the invaders and Redonclek, the Duke of Omo^r^v 
brushc'd them from his path and sw'ept ahead like a WhiriwfcfiS. 
Meanwhile Kooke, realizing that the narrow limits of thef; 
precluded the employment of his total 'Strength, chose frocn '4 
force twenty "five ships of lighter draught. He hiinSclf shifted his 
flag from the AVnv;/ Sifverngn to the Somerset ^ and Sir llioakK 
Hopsonn from the Prince George to the Torbay!^ To the Barjleur 
and the Association ho assigned d^e work of dealing with the 
batteries on the north and « 50 uth. I he remainder of the s&ips 
were to be draw'n up in line abreast, five in a lime, with Admiral 
Hopsonn as their leader. On the night of the iith Rookepfidd 
a personal visit to each of the twenty- five, aijid to each company 
he spoke words of explanation, encouragemetii and exfibnatiem* 

On the 12th when the Briti^ fiag on ii^rt Re^oftdela con* 


^ This shipecHftmemorated of coarse the successful | 






Sp^Duke had been as g<«>d word# and 
efore, the fieet was merely item and no 

SP George g^vfe|he the twenty-te,. 

ekCv in. T&e^ hook .dS aoqtiaintance. proved^4' 

ho^ible erei^tion. ^ Hopsonn ^^i^^i^nvinced that it would 
‘ ir/pftssabk, .b«t Rooke assuredrliim that though impervious td 
else, it would®^yield to Thomas Hopsonn, The bar was cleft 
Af the impact Of the ihrbay^ and Admiral Hopsonn found him^lf 
f^xX about with enemies; but the severed fragments of the 
:;^p|3TO^^.resolved themselves into lock-gates and proved a greater 
• eoiltfhibrance than ever. For long the brave Torbay dreW; :Upon 
herself the fire of all Stormed starboard and larboSW 
she lock-keepers, the Bourbon and the Blspirance^ raked by. the 
batteries on shore, her casualties were horrifying, and the daaiag^ 
above board threatened to reduce the dauntles.^ ship to » 

To complete her discomfiture Chateaurenaiilt launched a firesKip.'*^ 
Not having the genuine article with him he had improvised onn’’ 
oul^ibf a cargo- The Torbay was hardly in a position 
. d0al with any further eircraies. Her masts were shattered. Sat^l 
a^d rigging lay by the board tem[)ting the fiame;^. The Tbfbdy:\ 
caught fire and her dread antcigonJst burnt downwards to tiiO' 
Upowden A muffled explosion rent the air, and the fireship bt^$t 
Hffiuniikt like a colossal puff-ball Her cargo was a cargo of snuff. 
rScattered in every direction, it reduced many to such an agony 
that they cast themselves overboard ; Init it proved itself also the 
best of fire-extinguishers/and saved from destruction the very ship 
whose doom had threatened. 

While the Torbay was selling l!er life dearly, stout hearts 
behind were hacking a way through the boom with hateket, axe 
and crowbar. Rescue was coming slowly ^but surely ; the 
assigned for that purpose were ent draining the shore as 

fully as they could; and ever the flag on RedondSa Fort urged 
strong mm to redouble their efforts. At last the gap appeated, 
and as fresh ships pressed forward through the chink*the nofele 
protagoni^it wilhdre^'v her shattered timbers from the feayi while 
. commander with appetite un!$ated shifted his Ijag’ to ? 

the ;md return^ ^ ' 

of his defences, denuded of his bcK^ iPilhmutepault 





decided that t^re^was nothing feither I , „ ^ 
breeze that hoi^ enemy ufK>n him ^ 

" ' ■ t : his dire reAit was changed into a death^-«»^. ^ 

''*celes^ cargo still rem^s^ed in abd^thiisl liiOt 

to M into alien hinds, nor rtilirijhe warsWjK grace ap ^ 
lisji triumph. His mind was he wssmld bum hfe 

aips. The notification was made with a'hat V^pitfity curoihrstattces 
would allow* But Rooke was too quick, "liSfith nitoS^ skill hd 
took for England thirteen battleships, and m§tiy a gs^J^on felr 
into his Iiand At break of day C'hlteaurenault had ^ flebt of ^ 
forty -one * by eventide they were gone ; prisoner df perished ^ 
every ship of them. The victory was decisive ; the eiiettiy were 'j 
annihilated as completely as the Spaniards by the thunderstroto#'^ 
of Blake at Santa Cru/. ® » *; y' 

When all was pver Rooke called for Captain Hardy, the couriet 
of glad tidings, and v^ilh a grim humour that he loved, addressed 
him. “ You have done/' he said, “a very important.piece of seT-s “ 
vice. You liave added to the honour and riches of you? ^untiy 
4 by your diligence But don’t \ou know that y 5 u are habfe 

shot for leaving your station?” With modest heat the*gattimf# 
Captain “He ss unworthy to bear a commission undc? 

Majesty who holds Ins life as anything when the glory and 
of his countiy require him to hazard it,” The Admiral’s 
relaxed into that smile which so well became him. He handed 
\"aptain Hardy a missive for Her Majesty, In due cOUrae 
letter was delivered. The good Queen read the news an 4 
kindly recommendation of the servant at her feet. ** 

Thomas Hardy,” she said, and gave him the flag thatlte deserved. 

Had Rooke’s onslaught followed more swiftly upon Chlltesm^ 
rcnault’s appearance in the bay, wealth beyond the dreams of 
a\aricc might have swejled the triur^ph. As it was, Considerably 
more than 000,000 was taken, and all the gold coins minfed 
m 1703 wert‘ struck with the word Vigo to show the mipe wbCnc© 
thi7 were dug The Government ran counter to the good old 
proverb that deprecates too close an examination of a gift^hoi^ 
When the Vigo galleons presented a peaC6-ofwing ^ 
enough to satisfy the most exacting, they ins|^cd on ap 
V into the failure at Cadiz. Rpoke emerged frii the.enqttimydi 
reputation unspotted, and was by the cr&ted aHEvv 



Counnllrt.* Orrataade was ipade V,iji^jjr|rf Irdand. Hopsonn 
reoeive^iiL knighthood, The office^ i^d feti'’'were rewarded ir^ 
a pleasi^nrind tangible fashion. OiW o^pSp' streets in ,l,cffld<p '' 
Town was christenl^ Vigo Street »o ill ended haf^ilfeiili 

. the taking of GIBRALTAR 

JWl,Y 23-24, 1704 


was still fared by the old difHculty. The Vigo 0im- 
paign had contributed little to solve the outstanding problem of 
the leading maritime power. True, the King of Portugal had;. 
re<"eived an -lesson : and the "haste he showed to abandop, 

5..oms and join the a\ugsburg ring put Lisbon at the dispo^Lojf 
the allies. As a temporary rrsting-plaf*e, a havi'n in width tp 
whaler and careen, it was not to be de.spised ; hut the war was pot 
against a power w^hose^ shii>s plied from Mexico to Spain, or Spain 
to the Azores, Unlike Cadi^, Fisboti was of little use as a base 
for the >ledtti*rranean. 

Tangier would have exactly answered England's rtquircmehl^ : 

^ apd whatever may be thought of its abandonment, failure tO/ap* 
/preciate its value must not lie assigned as the cau.se! Its advan^Eiigjsasr 
had instantly been recognized/ Although it afforded little protec-^ 
tion against the we-atber, although it was very much at the mercy, 
of the Arabs behind it, although a mint of money was required 
its improvement, Charle.s II, acting under the trusty advite of Albc* 
made, resolved at liis accession to abandon Dunkirk, then a reed™ 
atxiufsition, in order to lavish his all uj:x)n Tangier, ^ 2 ,ooo>q^ 
■were spent u|Km the mole„alone : wradarc with the Arabs caased anj^ 
,;5na*ssant drain : but Charles stuck to the |)Osition with commend- 
^Ible constancy, and for twenty-three years his possession proved an 
e.ycxllent check to Louis and -a splendid nuEscr)^ for British seatneh. 
When in his impecunious latter dafs he found hirnself ohiigi^ to 
part with it, did so with unfeigned regret ; and the evacu^ion 
committee headed by Mr. Pepys met with vigorous Oppdsition 
not only from the ICarl of "I’orjington, but from two Other seamen, 
httlc enough kr»own in those days, Clow'disley Shovel and Roi^e. 

reader may ask himself m what grade tn thepeerage Rooke 
ised had the policies of a Tory pimed 




. .'KdoKE'':®. 

Their prescienk had be^",»d«ply -I 

..English Succ^ion. A' «q»«^ ^iJ?S 



certainly, 

wdy.. But Target was irreclaimable. TH.fr- 
' ^^Ldcast at the bottom of the harbour 
ing kuthward,,all were down. '; :.......;. J 

And now the need of the place was mpre ; 

1,04 was to be the critical year of the Strug#.. 

'(tetCTminedto hurl his force upon the Emperor a^ m a sip^ 
canipaign overwhelm him once for all. Marlborough 

should not do so, was planning the brilliant move, whero^ 
Sftk Country army massed upon the Upper Danube was, 

atcrushing blow to flmg back the armies ht 

; against Vienna. . With genius unsurpassed for strategy he tougni 
the doubtful battle where to rage.” Pans, ^ 

were for him but landmarks on a single battlefield. But the 
J;Ldeur of his conception did not blind him to its AfflcuHy. 

' He needed help. He required the attention of the foe to be jfr- 
■ -ikk^, or drawn entirely apart by a feint in another direction. ThlS 
cduld best be d&ne by the opportune appearance of an wnia^m 
^at Toulon. 'I’he port was for the moment the very centre of tb^ 
theatre of war : it commanded the routes to all the Sp^ish 
sessions in the Mediterranean. An occupation of Toulon wox^ 
“cut off the French in Italy from the French in Spam. A pdb 
Aanent occupation would rob France of her portcullis, her wa^ 
HL tA_ her chiefesl entrance way. A fleet acting from louto^l 
»|rould menace Barcelona, Cienoa and Naples. Its influenc% 
would be dominant. Send but the victor of Vigo to the port P»« 
Toulon, and .the success of the Danube scheme was assumed ! ^ r; 

Rooke may bt; pardoned if he. w«s a little disaf^inted., 
himself preferred the crushing! blow, and cared little for the 
leading feint. He was ready to admit that a sifong ffeut 
Mediterranean would have a marked effect .but could 
strong which operated from a base *,ooo awajil.,:^^ 

played the Toulon part before and kpew its v&akneSses.!.; ii I'tlM 
■ Rooke left England on his memorable c” 
of February, 1704. He was a little un^sy, 
of Bfest unguarded and within its lecesswj 


loo *' '^?SEA i^^NGS OP BRITAIN 

advaqpejl'jl^ equipment of a squadron under, jj|ie 
Totilo^^;|l^. 78 "i 737 ], a son of the Grand Moharque. Sir Clow- 
sli^^ been there, but was ^ill at home when 
^oke hpfe.4elf had started. , ^ 

,, The anxiety was only too well founded. Tow^irds the 

end of 'May he'^heard that Toulouse had escaped and was making 
ter th|| ^traits. ]§ot dtsiiing to be caught between the upper and 
iieth€?t ^tttlfstones, RoOk§ stood away from Toulon to seek his new 
adversaty. The t^o fleets met, but Toulouse declined battle^ 
showed Roo^e a clean pair of heels and sHpjXJd into {X)rt. lih 
combination with the fleet already blockaded made it inadvisable 
for Rooke to^isk an engagement inliis enfeebled condition. JBtti 
therefore s^od down towards the Straits, feeling sure he couJd 
rely Upon Sir Clowdisley to make all possible screed. Tfijs 
brother Admirals met and their united fleets numhcred some sixty 
sail. R<X)kti had as his second in command Admiral John Leake, , 
whom he had selected to break the boom at Derry, into whose * 
ship he had shifted his flag in order to compass the destruction 
of the French at La Hogue. Sir Clowaiisley brought with him a ; 
Dutch contingent, and as his second in command Kentish George f. 
Byjig, who had wooed the sailors of j antes from their alkgianc:e, 
and had worked his w\ay to flag~rank by his handling of the , 

at Beachy Head and the Royal Oak at Harfleur. 

The Admirals met near Lagos; and as they worked their^ 

- :Way back towards the Straits, the subject of their conference can 
easily be guessed, 'rtu: theme w'as threadbare, but of matchless 
interest. Were they never on these long-distance runs to find 
rest for the soles of their Were the French always to lire 

them out by dodging in and out oj* Brest and 'Foulon ? Were 


they always to act at a disadvantage ? At any moment the fleets 
•m I'oulon n^ht return newJy provisioned^ freshly scraped. And 
" themselves? They must stay '^addling about in*the Straits daily 
growing fouler ;^r)r retiring t6,‘ Lisbon for necessities, allow Tou- 
louse to slip past, and force themJ^me by a retaliatory feint upon 


the Channel As they passed Ttfngidf' they experienced a feeling 
ritahon vV^ry natjuraL.iyider^he circumstances. 

‘beside them wks^the »Rock; of Gibraltar ; to the 
Pillars of Herculet; twjn gatepdst wth Ceuta 


yond with its Fortunate ls^ :To fee 



GIBRALTAR A?*t> VfC 15 ?l,TV 


v'sEA-^KlNCS 0| 
^f'post 10 the OrieJit j 



Levant. 

* " ■ “ fe a rock, 
;ittaes in 

t, ,^o{Wg to ftea4evel m the 
>r liorth, witlr difficai^. t^ the . 


No d^ jjbls with Wbour ■, , , 

" a i&o’^ldi'feofli the se^ But', 

' l««th,'>thiife-l^r^ of 
'|jrec!i{ijce on tHte 

*tWyt ^ hot to be scale^tip the . j _ 

’ south * meet emblem of Britain, a lion couching ^he wav 
- ■‘’Fortified at the be^nhing of the eighth century liy re 
Tarik, who led from Afiica the Moslem conquerors ot 
Gibraltar had remained for seven hundred years ^ 
hold with a breakwater for shyrs. Passing to the ^ 

V ‘ibe downfall of Granada its qualities were quickly 
?Xe fortifications of Charles V were supixisctl to render ihc pta^ 

‘ itoregnahk. Britain had already cast wistful eyes • „ 

Cromwell had h-ipcd that Blake would capture 0, and 
into an island by a canal dug through 

the Rtxk to Siwiin. Cromwell’s enemy, Philip IV. was resolute 
to keep it. He had done much for the place, and had <-onstrurte 
,lNew^^^ole to theliouthward of the town to augment the limited 

in the Sruth, and westward Ihfc channel narrows to mnt before 
■ »rve. »a, .0 •IV.falg,^. In « n p..h 

a thousand might well be stopped by three, and the rock-shadow«i ^ 
bay though exposed to the south-west allowed an anchorage ry . 

"Tr:."' »ho „vl.e<. .he idea ol 'i! 

• present occasion. Claimants for the honour are 

and the Prince of Hesse Darmstadt, who was with the i|et as 
J^htary adviser, and repre.sentative of the Austrian can^dat^^ 
The suggestion was warmly welcomed by. 

' ceived by others, whose sentiments Ivere voiced by Admiral 
•Pheir hesiutioix confirmed RcKike in 
twinkle in his eye he assigned the command of 
to the leader of the opposition. The hazard of the a«enq>t jas 
lindouMdSiy imunertse. Even if s^'-’^essfuE there ^w^ ijo 

long the attack might last, and the cqmbineo It^ef 
light apiKiar upon the s^ecne, brimful of aorjiumtioft 
]ie English .supply was rurinttig out, Rooke took 



dbtftched a ^tnty-twb '4hips to pe v 

. %iiBfe^t8ace'ife|pe tp«iy|^ 'tb^''Oid to 
t^d#i^*<teckj!Siit|i(iiih8"«lfe ^tefwn pefttilMi' ^ 

Uft&i^diS)iral lyug form^ th^jsatitre, whUe smaller 

and reat himself to(A, lioroWantl. of 

Ihe mouth of a dimitiutist! riyer, whiSh dilwalter Sayv 
i its northern fold, he then daiK>rted a 
ndcr the Prince of Hesse Darmstadt * Thfe’do^fe^ 
herdle of general direction and paternal pgilanoe wi^iF 
uncitet*‘»tood so well. He had good reason to suppose that 
gartj^ti was not invincible, tmt he might at any in<W^t 
called upon not only to shield the inshore squadroh fTOtn^lh^i 
,, onslaught of 'Foulouse, but also to rescue from the clutch of 
forccnirints (even now hastening to the garrison's relief), the 
army which was marching over the neck of land to attach, ,WKv 
norlh'Wcst tjuaricr of the town. ^ 

^ iiyng opened his attack at daylight on 23rd July, ai^ 
Wterwards a stream of fugitives was seen scurrying southwaidb ; 
^onien, as it proved, making for sanctuary at the shrink dlf Otll 
^'Lady of Kuio}Kt. The bombardment continued unceasiiJgly 
midday when Rooke called for relaxation dn. order to tak^ 
ance of damage done. He sent a small ship all along 
to gather reports of progress, and his rnessenger amvin|[^^ 
ships to southward learned that they had silenced the bl(itlNsw 
\^qpposed to them Their captains-’.^uggested landing in boats, 
without awaiting permission at ol»ce set out. ^ 

On reaching the South Molo i^oad some of the party rushed 
the battery with matches burning, and fired unwittingly the powdtor^ 
\ itagarine. A hideous explostbn followed, killing forty outrigl^l , 
<aad wounding sixty m^re, Evarytl:iing suggested that a toA 
Ib^n Sprung, and at the thought something like panic ensifa|* 
Rooke’b leave by this time had been ohtaiired, and lall the 
fleet rushed forward, with the same impetuosity m ir-t 


f h h<% of Marines had been raised daring the )Mer INt 

th^e were merely regiments raised for Service Iti 
*somier#*a^ aadors too’ were raised in tyoa, andfltsyshifd 
gratefal of thw countrymen by th*ftr «iAptajjy| 

present campaign. ^ .f J * 





'OF BRIT 

Hogue. The South llole was taken^ an^ i— 

it ; so likewise a' battery which commanded k toad; teadi^.^m 
wards from the Mole to the town.- The deVdopment of ■ 

had isolated the women <o ^the souttt. and the ’ 

feing Ih. ».ba. on y tho 

regulars a$ his<foramand, could*se s^rcely 500 jaa. 

the plac^ Attafiked by the Marines from the north mu 
seamen from the south, and separated from the more fn 
of the community, he agreed to a capitulation. He was ; 
surrender the Rock “ to its lawful sovereign King (.harU.-sl 
if at the end of the war the English had established their nol^ee 
' upon the throne of Sjiain, they would have been obliged to re^hJ, 
4ilbraltar to the Austrian, whose claims they had suppofted. 
Meanwhile the plucky little garrison marched out with the horiours 
of war, and the Rock was lost and won. y 

^ ^ Attetnpts have been made time and again to belittle this giea 
-acMevement It has been urged that tlic task was so childishly^ 
simiilfe, Any one could have done it. I'he same plea wa 
forWa^ by the supercilious and hyiiercritieal when Coluinbi^.r ^ 
tu^ia from America. But if it was so easy a task, then tlie^sam^t 
OppdrtiUhity offers again to-day. 'I'his may rcadily'be granted witb^. 
doe proviso. The intending Captor should like Rooke take One 
drcoaution. He should be careful to burn, sink or destroy ,,all the 

■ 'fiitipS on whom the Rock must rely for its ultimate safety. It is 

■ riot strictly true to say that Rooke had done this, for there was std 
a fleet in being to the eastward. But even so, the Credit is still 

‘ more assuredly his, for he acted in tlie scorn of consequence, lo 
[’ urge the smallness of the garrison is an unnecessary reflection on 
the enemy. Did not the Chevalier °Bayard hurl back hundreds 
standing astride upon a bridge! The rock was worthy of her^ 
and has bred them since.. If .the numbers had been fifty times aSy 
grekt Rooke would not for that hayo hesitated. • , ^ i ^ 

Happily no one attempts to belittle the magnitude of Englar^ s 
gain. Gibraltar gave England that fopthold in the Meditenwieto 
* which was so vital to her interests. Henceforward England .be* 
I 'strode thd greatest trade route in the world, and held the key of the 
\ only gate to the Sea of History. Since 1704 she hast been called 
taponlltofend her claim, and stoutly she has fought. ’’If need 

■ ^os^^ would do so again; Gibraltar is an integral part of the. 


Ea*! 

gOSti 


ROOKE 

ajjS^or^^TSe desired th^n much 'Pk. iet it ulH be fnr- 
lastJy thii^is slip of Spain was taken in.^rar with France, 
for the sigiiificanw 6f this can scarcely he exaggel^ted. A fleet 
based on Gib^tar interposes a sluice-gate bet^eea ’French naval 
ports in tBje Atlahtic and Mediterranean. • ■ * , 

If all elsjt th4t Rooke did were forgotten, if all that his fiercest 
Bttid'Were true, yet would the capture cJ Gibraltar entitle 
►a^lara among the stars. 


THK BATTLE OF MALAGA 


Augv^t 13, 1704 

The chivalrous feelings of all true Frenchmen were stirred 
their depths by the news. S{)ain had suffered' in the French cause 
and France ini^^t restore her prestige. Louis also, whatever it 
might cost, was determined to get Gibraltar back :igain. For him 
Spanish prestige was as nothing compared with tht' new (Embarrass- 
hi.s arms. 'The in Toulon must engage Rooke 's ' 
at-tiSifebn, while an. army advancing (na-r tht' neck of land accounted 
for/tne miserable garrison which the Englishman had thrown upon ,, 
the Rock. Miserable garri.son ! Louis had still to make the 
acquaintance of the i British Marines. 

('heei;;fiiliy emerging from Toulon the Comte de 'Toulouse 
.s^?ood down to the Straits as fully determined as his father Ip 
<‘apture tlu* Rock or learn the reason why. I'he composition df 
his llcrt was peculiar and calls for remark. In addition tf> fifty- 
one ships of the line, he had no less than twenty great galleys. 
These could of course* act only as auxiliaries, but long as the 
dj^batants were equally ihatched their services might prove 
itiv^uable, for they could supply motive-power to the lamed, 
i^ilpitiunition to the ilagging, and reinforcements to the decimated, 
tf one ship or two were forced from the line, half a dozen of tftem 
could thjrow themselves quickly in^o the gap frora whatever direc- 
tion, the wind might blow. In the event of a debacle such as 
Scheveningen, St James's Day or La Hogue, they would proba|>|y 
prove as useful as the Genoese crossbowmen iW: Giecy. ^ 

Leaving his fleet of galleys at Malaga, Toulous^iheld on for the 
Straits to reconnoitre the ^enemy's position. sighting the 

Englishmen he instantly fell back to pick up the i|smainder 



^rm ' ; - •• sea wgs or mi^m „ ^ 

force. ' : Fot; ike wore ai^|^|^psie4y comic 

riir. Could, -it ■ be anited %'; ^ 

order that tjfey. ' It cerUio|y; 'Seemed ,&o,”fo^' ’ 
here was the them, and then scmtffing awaji 

Rooke jsent to the Marines, distribute^ jihcm 

among the.fle^, Gibraltar, brigfet^t 

in his crowm,' tooirS©i h^t as the French appeared to dei^ri^. ^ 
'li'oui^tisc hid begun well Without the least intentidS tb 
deceive,, he had misled kk opijonents in the same way th«t the 
Conqueror lured Harold to his doom at Senlac, The En^lsh 
had to defend Gibraltar to the death, and were actually being 
enticed away from their post! R(X)ke did his best to find his 
lusive fQe. Sweeping northwards and southwards he sought him, 
but no g«hi pse of a sail rewarded his search. One thing was 
certain^ 01k could not go far in ('luis4:t and U.^ive Gibraltar to 
fefKi for berst’lf. I'he fleet went about and returning with the 
eai^ wind discovered to thdr horror that 1'oulouse had .slipped in 
belwe«*^ Them iuid the coast, and now occupied the very 
Which was by dutj’^theirs. He lay between them and tb^jj^^k 
that^ they had won. He meant to fight ; anti to allow hini ;lb 
* re^nain where he was would be a tacit admission of defeat. 

Rookti iiad been obliged to |/art with .some of his ships after 
capture of Gibraltar, but in the matter of battleships he still 
numbered his adversary by a narrow margin of two. He had 
Course no galleys; and if it be argued that those were only |a'' 
supply train, it was exactly in respect of supplies that Rooke 
reason to mistrust his .strength. The bombardment of the root 
had not exhacusted his firing capacity, but had seriously imfmired 
it. More than six months*^had passed since the fleet left England, 
and before undertaking any further action of importance, RK%|e 
needed a visit to a friendly dockyard. The gloomy outlook . Was 
nof ^improved by the presence in the Frencii fleet of ten ifefee- 
deckers mor<#lhvi the English could mus4^f. p “ ■ 

Kooke ill the J^/rya/ Ca/Aerf/^ commanded the centrecof hiji 
line, and was stx'onded by Byng in the Ranela^K Sir Ijlcwd^y 
led the vtn k\&x\vt^Bai'fl€ur with Leake as his se^nd , 

Prince Qeorge. The liutch brought bp the rear. IK' ‘ 

The battle was to be a battle not establish the repUtat^pof 
Rao%-^lh;d wa« not. id doubt ; not a great trial of strenra^T- 
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.there w^s no nijdd of such, with a.n4 feh in the 

" .rememl?i^anc<i- > The batWo w 3 is a fggf fl^ibraltar, and both 
«^s la^eli. I'he English had to «ijnm|il:bei^ way through 

to thtsiir&i dr so beliibour their adycrsaties Jhal they could no 
loyiger/'iaiaihtain their position/ .* on their 

J.|«>wc^ W aniitci, and they were 

/. The fortune of war had set the defendl|t^|f ajibsture of offence. 

' The position was false and unnatural, but the Comte de Toulouse 
was. not more comfortable. He had seChis lanee in test. 
had dared his foes to hght It was he who had issued 
challenge* To gain Gibraltar he must throw a winning ha;Eard^ 
He must evolve some tactica 4 , advantage which would leave, no 
doiibl as to who was the winner. Ke must in fact win a Beacby,^ 
Head: crush, nay pulverize, the allied van; and t|ien as the 
English slunk a\^ay to lasbon-, harass their rear; sihd retUTniug, 
recapture the Rock and garrison it strongly. The Count recog- ' 
niz(ed this, and discovered with dismay that the English had 
stolen the wind from him. d’his was quite as unintentional on 
thtirt part as his inieiposition between the Rock and its defenders. 
The antagonist.s had accidentally usurped each other’s pkebi 
, k I >’Eslrees fdsfthe lover of books, wits naval adviser on bo^^dyiii®’ . 
||French flagship. He had coinmaiided the rear at J 5 cachy . ifeadi, 
%ras an experienced seaman, and well versed in the traditioiisr of ‘ ; 
^tthe Tourville school, gave hi.s commander-in-chief his 
Advice, and recommended him to double on the English vao 
Chateaurenault had done on that glorious day in 1690. Had 
galleys been battleships, had Toulouse possessed seventy-one 
the line to. the English fifty-three, the glory of Beveziers 
have been renewed. 

As the allied fleet bore down in line abreast, the French at* 
teprpted to double on their van. Sir Clowdisley with his practised 
eyt imip^^diately saw the danger, and spread out his line m a, 

, lateral counteract this show of skill* ^ In doing so he 

touch ^th Sir George, and there appealed a gap in the 
|g|ig%h line ' tetween the centre and its wing^ With such , 

S ortunity Albemarle and his disciples would attempted to 
de the enemy'i fleet by tacking through thefeline* 
i all the science at his finger-tips was quicMo point 0ut the . 
and Tpulouse no slower to act it* RooKe waa „ 
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not yet in position, but there was rwt a moment to fee lo$t /lie 
f;]ap{)ed his squadron upon niSpd, raw out his guns, ^nd engaged 
tho advantage^seekersat the ext^emest limit of his range, ftappily 
his broadsides reached their, and the French abintoned c 
thrir attempt The |u'S!t/owd was over, and fe^ncihg ^tb 
The Bn||ish skill $ecorea*an equal grip. Van to van, centre 
to centre# teat tcP*rear the two sides clutched each other for a fall 
The Dutch in the rear had a good stock of ammunition and 
fought well as the)' always did. Sir Clowdisley and Leake per- 
formed prodigies of valour in the van. I'he centre told a Afferent 
tale. Here were the very pick of the French, here was tbel^unt 
himself panting for glory, and here the English ships were for The 
.most pitrt those that had spent their powder on the Rock. As 
the /lay w'ore on more ships than one were; obliged to leave the 
line. Their departure left perilous Intervals, and. threw additional 
labour on those remaining whose ammunition could not b| ex^ 
pected to stand the strain. Rooke fought as he bad never . 
before, but the match was too uneven to last. And noBttftal fine 
seaman Sir Clowdfeley gave a new exposition of his i^ady skill ' 
Just as Cromwell at Marston Moor drove froil^ lAie field the 
wing op}x)st.:d to him, and then turned uj)on his enemies' victorious 
centre, so. Shovel breaking thd* back of the opposition to bimseflf 
backed asiern to curb the hasty zeal of ToukruSt* and sup|x>rt Sir 
George in the moment of distress, 'Fhe Dutch were loud iii^ 
jpraise of l:>oth the great twin brethren. VeiT pleasant and lovely 
.S$tt they in their perfect copibination. 

The French fought with a splendid vigour, and ere night the 
casualties nifmbered more than 6,000, something over 3,000 on 
either side. 'Foulouse vowed he would ijin. He was wounded in 
the arm; what cared he! A little longer. They must yield 
1 'hey didn’t. The twolfine ol^ Admirals djd not budge. Nor did 
ihe'Dutch ; tht'V could not have foi%bt better had 'a Tromp b#€n 
there. At lastisithe French rear gave way before them, 
Touloui^e, isolated by the defection of both his wings, wa^ obHg^ to 
fall to leeward to reform. Cursing the winds he went If 
had the w%atheK’ gahge not a ship should b«ive escaped.";/';/' , ' ' 

Endeth tfie second round. Both sides had nobly foi%ht ^ but, 
alas! the English had failed to reach Gibraltar with the irind 
behiqd them. What would they do if it failed I Hastily, they dis- 
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tributed the indignificaiit remains of their ammunition tod did a 
little patchvrhjtk, while their adversaries fell back exhaiisjfcedlnto 
the comfoitin^ arms of their attendaht galleys. 

On the morrow the wind changed. Veering ro 
gave Toulouse the advantage? Now what 
The enemy; it was true, did not show that comii 
which might have been ex{)ected ; but in what..t^ 

English ! Lot:kers empty, not a spare topma 
Why did the enemy withhold battle ? Did they : 
their foes and keep on to (Tihrallar? Something 
Drake in default of powd(*r had fought the Armada”’* 

(kenville had stood through* a thousand in contempt 
Rooke was equal to the occasion. He would beat up \<> thiia, 
enemy, pretend he was fully armed, and sell dearly the lives of all 
his ships. England demanded it. One or two might win thrqugh 
the French, reach Gibraltar, and reinforce the garrison. “To the 
death ! and w'hen hope is gone, b^|p to the water-line ! ** All day 
the English struggled on gamely but grimly, sick at heart, angry 
at their impotence. But the God of Battles had accepted; Rooke*$ 
spirit of sacrifice. As night closed in, the enemy put beftjie the 
wind, and at daylight not a sail of them w^as seen. Gibraltar, was 
saved — saved! « ' 



It is strange to find Malaga spoken of as a drawn battle. The*;^ 
‘^lake was as indivisible as it was manifest. Louis struck a medW' 
to commemorate his success, but he struck so many for reaiH|' 
so trivial that the evidence is misleading. The following"^? 
structive document suggests a reason for his numismatic zeal ; — 

“ . . . the battle commenced the ^.th August [n.s.] and lasted all 
our fleet burning and sinking sixteen of the enemy’s vessels, and talei^g thir^- 
six— among them the four flagships of England and Holland— and mtOting 
prisoner the Admiral Rooch. We, test four ships. . . . The end of the ip' 
mainder is momentarily expected, the Corate de Toulouse having sent a squadron 
to the Straits that none of the enemy may escape.” * 

If Louis XIV believed this, it is not strange^ that he ordeted T« 
Deumsto be sung in all the churches, and ||oli<iUys t6 be kec^ 
throughout the land. If, on the other han<i|’he prffeantted ito a 
prevalent ignorant of what actually happens sea, and brSienly 
practised to deceive, he at least had ample r^on ; for^fSnl| the 




' :'.-r4Q. KINGS -m' BRITAI^f 

' 5 |W=)at ;j^€thren were covering themselves Vvith Honour off the 
C^a}>e'rif Malaga, another Castor and Pollux had carried all before 
of Blenheim, The victory of Marlborough and 
an end to the terrors of LoHis* age as Water** 
oleoa 'I'he invincible legions were overthrown 
at image of brass h^ad feet of day* 
much during his life from the malice of em* 

' but well might he have sought deliverance from 
enheim was a faminis victory, it was resplendent, 
|{telligible even to little Peterkin ; but there %s no 
‘ cuptive vessels after Malaga, no marshals of France 
'The merits of the fight did not force themselves upon 
.the ^ndar perception. Unhappily the Admiral’s political friends 
tirvdeavoured to exploit the battle for their selfish purposes. IntTy 
' caihpared it favourably with the Whig success in Bavaria. 

. crifei it \ipasth(^ finest thing that Rooke had ever done, 
sense ^hey were right ; but ti||| Whig.s in self-defence 
that tw^o opposing fieets hud met, fired at each other 
;md withdrawn by * mutual consent. paltry uflai 

but the Admiral was a Tory* Perhaps in future be bt^tier 

to employ an officer of less pronounced views/’ tkift' enough the 
Admiral of pronounced views, ur rather the Admiral with injudid-^ 
ous admirers of pronounced views, w^as never again employed. It 
^Js notdilhcull to understand why he was shelved ; but it is a cmel 
shame that the M'hig caricatun' c?f Malaga has for so long fouHd 
acceptance. 


- in chi^s. 


jn a 
^ted 
time 


yr Rooke might be shelved, hut his task was almost complete. 

War of the Spanish Succession might continue for nine years 
longer, but never ;igain would Louis allow lu’^ ships to meet 
Rooke’s c'ountrynien upon iht,* sea. The English were masters of 
the ocean- way .s an<i might sail whti^re they Would ; might undef'*^ 
take a Pcninsi^lar War with the same security in w^hicb they 
moved when Trafalgar was won. / 

In 1705 Shovel co-operatod with Peterborough in tke capture 
of Barcelbna, arid in 1707 appeared olT Toulon to act in harness 
with Eugene, 1 Icaringthat he was outside, the French incontinently 
sunk their fleet to frustrate any promptings he might feel to come 
withpi. This was excellent good if (iibraliar had been a littlts 




alor(^ hospitable; but the Rock was fiinty-hean ^ 
scanty protection from the winter It was thiS 

sary to take the fleet into winter-quarters, an^ny ;! 
it in the Mediterranean till the autumn expos^i^. 

Ure journey home. To complete Rooke*s, 
comfort, Ehgknd needed a first-class harbot^inf m| 

Unfortunately she re(4uired also a first-class cafii^ 
her this, /J 

On 22nd October, 1 707, at midday Sir Clowditf 
Assodaiion of ninety guns was returning from th 
with a squadron of twelve ships of the line. The wi| 
briskly from the S. W. ; and as the weather was thick 
revealed that they had passed the 100 fathom line and * 
mouth of the ("hannel, Shovel gave the word to lie to| 
fug desired. At pix o'clock in the evening he ventured to 
hiding certain that daylight would show their whereaboiits ;lj^ ^ 
before morning they were unlikely to run into danger. 
miral was, however, fated never again to see home. In the’dark* 
ness of night the Assodation struck upon ‘‘ The Bishop atid Oierk$ 
off St. Mary, one of the Scilly Isles. The ship went down almost 
at once, and wi^h her went 900 good men and true. 

If is exceedingly difficult to account for the disaster, \ 

possible that the wreckers who at that time infested the islands 
lured the squadron to its doom by a lantern which the 
idstook for the lighthouse of St, Agnes, the most southerly of ; 
group. Some there are who say that the proximity of home be* 
trayed the seafarers into a drinking bout which proved their 
Perhaps the most kind and at the samii time the mostr probably ^ 
planation is that the '‘ Renirell Current, *' whose wayw^trdtte$s wa 
not thoroughly understood till much later, carried the seamen onf 
its fatal w^ves. ^ 

The St, George came next tp the Assodatwn, Her commandi^:: 
was Lord Dursley [afterwards Earl of Berkeley].^ He was a ifes^- 
bosom friend of the Admiral, to whom he had given, as a 
affectionate regard, a gorgeous emerald ring^ which Shovel 
ing at the time of the accident. The SL struck ois’ the ;$pcie 
reef as the Assodation^ but the wave that da^^ 
pieces ptov^ J^e salvation of the second; lA like kippy 4^ 
attended the, and^ the^ 



The Pireband^ als^ w^nt ^)Wn» but her captaiti 
of her in the boats. Ad- 

command |f the squadron, had a miraculous 
prisddce of mind saved the situation even w^^n the 
lii ship’s main chains. The disaster Was an 
9ne for the country. Four ships, a,ooo sailors, aqd 
commanders ^ all sunk beneath the wave.’ 
certain what happened to Sir ClQwdisley oh 
BroHI BHS bPut the most dramatic version of his end is also 
According to this, Shovel finding hiitl^elf in 
out with the j>ame bold stroke that enabled him 
^^9E|p^^patcbes in the Dutch. .War days. With help ot 
found on the surface, he struggled on^ and despite 
ice-cold sea at last rc'ached Porthellick ^fipve ^in Stl 
isle. More dead than alive he dragged Ifims&lf Ashore, 
*aifoi!fe^me wonderful way reached a fisherman's hut/iind dropj>ed 
exhatj^|j|r on the threshold. The fisherman and his ^jfe may 
havtJ?>.Si)ji^|^e throb of pity, but they caught sight of the vs^dnderful 
fortune made brines of them. They made 
.njj^Pl^o restore the Admiral to animation. They stripped him 
oTnis nne clothes [if he had any remaining] and buried him in 
the sand. When three days later a search was made for the body, 


they may well have aided the searchers in tlieir work. It was 
: ar^pther matter to change the gem into current coin of the realm. 

' Years afterwards the pastor of Forthellick learned from the lips 
of a dying woman the story of her crime, and as confirmation 
fe&^Jved from her hands the priceless emerald. The jew^el was 
K||ptrded tq l^dy Shovel, who converted it into a pendant set 
diamonds and wore k as an “ In Memoriam.” By her will 
IHII^bequeathed the jewel to Lord Berkeley, in whose family it is 
fel a treasured possession. 

Whatever the truth of the sfbry, tfcere is at least no doubt 
Sir Clowdisley‘s body was recovered three days after the sbipwreti, 
iand carried to l^lymouth where it was embalmed. The rbtuiitil 
were then conveyed with much pomp to London, and Buried with 
great magnificence tp Westminster Abbey. To show her gratitude, 
Anne caused a handsome monument to be erected. Bird, the de- 
i signer, unfortunately displayed a lamentable want of taste: and 
'the unhappy erection has passed into a byword ^ Upon a wide 
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? jifitd loomy b^tse. or 1s^ 

pbrt a claa^ comice, "The^^rtimCi^rtiaffly anv^athed r- ' - 
two winged Cupi<jjr^lding shksjldv;^^ 
l>^ijieD the pillars is a sarcophagu s on which th'^ 
effigy] reclines; His attitude is that of a Romn at J 
the illu^an is heightened by the fact that .Sir ! 
in the garments of Coriolanus f Caius MarciuS 
Louis-Quatorze wig!* 

Appropriately enough it fell to Rooke^s ravoul|| 
complete the master's work. After Malaga the sn 
of ships left iK^hind to safeguard tht' Rock was < 
miral Leake. Though obliged to make Lisbon 
ubiquitous vigilance. The armies which poured s< 
achievq^on land w]iat 'roulouse had failed to do by sea, soK 
the little band ofmiarines. The strain was growing 
when into the bay sailed Leake, enhladed the troops^ 
neck of land and fed the garrison. He was again con 
withdraw and during his absence some of thc?.t:>esiegei 
their lives after clas.sic example and scaled the precipe 
struction hung 4ibove the brave defenders by a single hair, ^ 
into the bay sailed Leake and saved the situation for the aedHtid' 
time. 

When the Association went down Queen Anne advana^ tis 
ss^'viour of Gibraltar to fill the vacancy created by Shovel's j 
Well might she say that .she knew of no one belter fitted to re 
the ablest seaman in her service. In the year that followed^ 
shipwreck Sir John added Minorca to the rich chaplet that;i| 
lidorned the Mistress of the St;a. Port Mahon is one of the ' 
harbours in the world, and has behind it fruitful acres which ^ 
it self-.siifficiency. With its deep waters and its roomy, 
sheltered haven the island supplemented Gibraltar the way 
Malta supplements it^^now. Lying halfway 
i'oulon it provided an outpost for a navy militabt;?|^^ put 
land, as a Mediterranean power, easily the first, f ^ ^ 

The possession of Gibraltar and Mmorca'^ 

Englapd by the Peace of U trecht y 1 5I; 

_ of the Spanish Successrpn tp a cl0jsle;\ ~ 




' she tpo^o^^js<!!4 Amerl^ 

^iitinui^d lirMjrffae SpanMi* Crown ; anii^mroBcad htrself 
of Nov^fjcotia, Newfottnifland; and the 






ad w<^kcd their own sweet will i 
H^nf of Dunkirk, the hoqjie of privateers, 
i though the French candidate was crowned 
^ V, England exacted a promise that Frajfce 
^ver he politically lyjifed. Of the rems^inder m 
Austria received The Netherlands, Milan, J 
, while. Sicily was ^iven to' the family of the 
I'he Peace trjtnsformed the face of jKujppe 
esea, •*/ 


survived his great twin brother by two years, , 

an eventful life, and seen the rise and decline of a 
^e. Tutored by $praggf% he had Rupert and Monk ai 
l^ers nind on all occasions proved hini'?elf worthy of their 
He n'ay not have liad the genius of Nelson, or the fire 
md Hawlst ; but he was a great scaoian and a true man. 
juntry was in danger he gave her a‘ Hogue; when 
ed by a pfohlem wcll-nigh insolub^,’he won for her 
altar and showed her how-to keep it. Wlien she had giace- 
t^l^en all that sht d and dispiksed him unrewarded, 

etirt*d froip pubbt hf< ^th a humility greater than his deeds 
when patriotism nad lo.'^t its true ring it was natural tlTIf 
fame should he decried : it was inevitable in the case of 
: man who could do anything but sing his own piaises. 'Ph# 
of hi^ <memies is an unwitting testimonial Thef 
»\lurni not with .venality oi *want of principle; not with 
or want of 1’hey level their accusafion m a single 

''wmd, and wnteliim i|iconi[>etent Rr>oke lived through 
corrupt tantfc^vhen inen^sold their teputation for money, betray 
tlu jjyjome, and truckled witbuhdr honc?ur : he tomes out i 
s|H>titess hands unboiled by greed, dishonesty ‘or sbagie* 

I (, ailed foi his solicitr r and drafted his will, Wdrthy 

I^Taw^*^‘;cpr?bsed<^am^erncnt lhat be had so little to bequeath* “ I 
Jofi't leave much,” leplied Uie Admiral,/ **bu|t what I teavt was 
gotten ; it never cost a s^dlqr a imtion # 





Sif Gtorge was> laid -to ^ 
dtbing tou('hii: 
m the kifi 

lordliest edifice of tlie taSd fitly ; 
bury is net the resting-place of 
lionoured, Blake?, Monk, Sandwicb-^j 
at Westminster; but Knglarfd can sdmetS 
and honour does not always fall where it is dii 


I/Oyaltv IS stiUj:he same 
VVlu'ther it win or lose the g^me" 
1 rue as the diJll to the sun,^ ^ 
Although it be not jihone upOh. 



PEN.BOW 

■I' ' 

ilORN 1 ^ 53 — 1702 

f^^hat of the bovi% what oT the bow ? 

The bow waii made in Ens^land — in England 

the land w^herc the yew-tree grows. „ ^ 

Sra A.tox’^N Dover 

B ivariabie note of sadness seems to haunt the^emory p( 
l 1 the great British admirals who opposed the schemes of 
IV, Torrington ended an honourab^' career by the 
i defeat at Beachy Head; Ruasell was dismissed for his 
; Bardciir ; Rooke, after a long career fof ferilliant service, 
sunerea a eclifBe ; and *Shovel peris|)fed miscirably in a 
^hipwTeck. This enumeration does not exhaust the Vein of 
tragedy, for saddest of all is the story of whose name 

t palls one of the most painful and dishonourabk occurrewe.V’frf 
e history of the Navy, though, like a single star in an inky sky, 
the AdiniraTs own glory receives an added lustre from the nturky 
darkness that encircles it. 

John Benbow was the s6ri of a tanfter, who lived at Shrewaibury. 
According to a local tradition be was in his youth appi:enttced to 
a butcher, and liking his task^so little, cast away thd, bltk apron 
anef ran away to sea. Little is«known of hk earlier ciareen 
bm it 'may be ^fely assumed that he dkplayed a remarkable 
aptitude for seamanship, and worked his way up in his ^hosen 
profession by sheer hard u'oik, and an ability that compelled the 
attentionl>f hi» commanders. Al the age of twenty-five he was 
fii^rving in the Mediterranean as masters matey when hta fikii! its 
a navigator w(^n for him the recognition of AdfuM Hirffcllft and 

the fuibblown dignity of master. .* 

c M'r 



episode htq 
little esrpecte 

In a terrific 
gallantry af 'Captail 
to secure the surrender of a dd 
had lost a hundred killed and nior^ 
though all hfer masts had gone by 
foot the water rose in her hold, the pirate barque cox[ 
struggle with unabated zeal. At the close ofday.a thiH 
peared, — flyiog the Moorish flag ! The darkness that 
her before she could, join the fray can hardly bav^ 

Captain booth to seek rejKJse ; and his frame of mind 
night-watches must have been that of a prisoner oni|L„. 
(;xc('ution. But in the morning the stranger declared neiri 
Algerine corsair : contrariwise, an English ship, the 
insolent tuilmnes.s the new arrival ran out her gyns, an 5 ^>€ 
the surrender of the water-logged Golden Horsel 

On board the ^Ntmsuch, where .Ben bow wall serving as ji 
dU , {^reed in treating the affair as the butt for a hundretf 
Some,* 13enho\v®’ perhaps among them, allowed their wit to 6t3 
their discretion, and described, to'kn accompaniment of hilariouif^ 
laughter, the misery of those w’ho had failed to capture a 
Algerine, who had mistaken frier^s for enemies, who with 
biing limbs and blenched faces had awaited throughout % feter^l 
night the inevitable doom of the morrow ! * Captain Booth hopfii 
of this frivolous levity with fury and indignation. Hisv 
wounded. He demanded apologies, and for some reason ^ 
tire burden of guilt was fastened on \be shouldels of "" 
Evidence' is lacking. But there may have been something 
an unbridled tongue, that singled , ^ut the master, as 

Benbovv's character forms dri interesting subject /or 
He is often spoken of as a plain, blunt sai{o|, Jjmt iii^gre 

♦One cxumpit; of Benbow*s wit, ready if roughs estaut. ;A., 
fighting beaide him was gravely wounded, and ask 
carry him below. Benbow shouldered the Wmtded t 
cockpit, he reached in complete ignotince thrfbij 

hi« burden outright, V What's the use'^^ Win 
We ? ” asked the siirgecm. “ Why, got ' 

exdaimed Benbow, be tol^ me it vmtW W 






^janng, uncon- 
coiira®'. com> 


epithets might 
if, certain events 
even if the admiral for- 
which has been ungrudgingly 


Godfrey Kneller certainly does 



“l^j^d against or sinning, it was in consequence of the teacup 
which marred the capture of the Golden Horse, that 
ibow somehow or other drifted out of the service. For 
letlJ Y^itrs nothing was heard of him, but fame had adopted 
as a favourite godson, and ere long his name was blazoned 
abroad, although as skipper of a merchantman he had 
^adopted a rdJe somewhat lacking in the spirit of r«>mance. -While 
^es II was dissipating by his Romanist tendt ncies the popti- 
|y he had gained at I^westoft and Solebay, Henbow in his 
fchant ship was attacked by a Moroccan corsair who hailed 
)m the port of f^llee. In a hotly contested engagement be 
Jsplayed all the qualities of a fighting seaman, and by his skill 
id prowess achieved a smart little victory. Time and again the 
impetuous Mohammedans attempted to board, but Benbow revel- 
ling in his work drove them liack with fearful carnage. At the 
conclusion of the struggle he issued orders for the decapitation 
of the infidels who had fallen in battle, and steeped the MoorlKh 
heads in a strong solution of salt. On arriving at a port of Spain 
he stowed his grue.some cargo in sacks, and went ashore in con- 
fident expectation of head-money. The examining magistrates 
forwarded the executioner to their Ring, who expresses! bis de- 
lighted approval of the exploit, and sent word to James, his 
brother Catholic King, to appri,se him of Ben how’s evident ability 
to deal with tlvi unconverted, wheth^ Moslent or otherwise. 


To whatever ^tent the details of the storf have been recolonreid 
in the light of Benbow’s subsequent career, it is at ieasjt tru^ that 
he rejoined the Navy toward.s the rJose of James H's reign, and 
was fortunate ifi ^\n commg under Admiral Herbert who had 
already shown him favour. the Revolution of 1688 Herbert’s 
ihimensc influence secured him the. command of a ship, and 
duri5?g the ^Var of the English Succession Captain Benbow was 
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THE BOMBARDMENT OF ST. MALO 

Novemjber r6-rg, 1693 ' 

It will ht‘ remembered that after the Battle of Barflepr twenty 
of Tourville's shij)s, escaped through the dangers of the Race of 
Alderney, arid reached the inhospitable harbour of St* Malo, In ' 
his poem of Herve Riel, Browning describes in spirited verse 
scene enacted there. "J'he French were desperate. Their jS|n| 
were hot in pursuit, like sharks after a shoal of frightened ^4^9 
{Kjises, and the rock-bound coast opened nd welcome door 
mighty ships of the line. To disapjwint at least an English^ 
triumph, D’Anffreville advocated the destruction of the fleet ; bttt 
as be instructed his captains to rtin ashore, Herv^ Riel^ a pilot 
of Croisic, demanded, and gained, an audience, Give, me/* f|e 
s^, "‘your largest ship, I will undertake to guide her info 
port, and the rest can follow in my wake.** The task seeded im* 
|K)ssible, but the offer was accepted, and the last of the twenty 
found salvation as the English panted up just too late. 

The French wijre certainly handicapped in a contest with the 
i^mglish by their want of a good naval base upon the Channel St. 
Malo of the rocks could not be named on the same day as 
l^ymoutb, Portsmouth or Portland, any more than Dunkirk, .her 
sister of the sandhills; but she had proved her value -in dh emer- 
gency, and deserved to be utilized as a secondary base for smaller 
ships andflininor operations. ^ ; 

This was the more important as the stru^fe with England hiid, 
entered on a new phase.^ The cajacity of th^ princh fer projects 
of an ambitious nature was exhausted by tbelBattle of Barfleur, 

* tide sufm, p, 
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•■' ''ish '•tactics vrfiich 
to 4. successful 
ted to irritate and 
p™mL imposing'* kn undue strain upon 
letters of marque to privateersmen 
„ St Malo bases from whi^h they sallied 
forth to OestW rhJ’tom^mer'ce of the enemy. The most famous 
S thr^vaTeers were Jean Bart [l>. *650] and the mrmtoble 
t i TVontn fh Bart was a commander of exceptional 

tod ,e.n.. .to pnto!rt»or 

Ir&h village under the nose of a.garnsoO before he was 
l&d to fipre a. . heto of Btol. .to., .urn .« 

SCpfured to .to E"gl«h. “h eSeC.sd ito.r 

his stren gth and an iron file: Trouin found a Medea to c 

.bto.' While toimied hi. d..ia h, .h.^ 


men were earning the haired of the English and the 

'^Thoul’tht I^ndon merchants had perhaps “ 

tell the Government were in reality ,«ager enough th succour that 

merwtile marine. if >'Srily* they could discover an effiacious 

remedy. Napoleon found the .guerrilleros t(>o much 

L Peninsula and the Admiralty of 1693 may ^ 

looked in vain for a trap to catch or a whip to flagellate the ^- 

ing malefactors of the Channel. To satisfy public opimon it '««is 

at length resolved to punish the mother of privateers, the town of 

St Malo herself, and for this purpose to Utihre two recent inven- 

tions which had earned the approval of naval ex^ts. 

rhe French were late in putting forward a r^im to the lorth 
ship of the sea, but they early displayed ^ inventivene^ and 
faculty for construction which, the Etighsh honoured wlh the 
sincere,,! form of flattery. Ab^ut %■ time of the English JevoUc 
tion onerf'l.W.s,XIV’s constructors produced the ^ 

Bomb-Ketch, which was designed esiiecially to accommodate tha 
> time-honoured engine of destruction, the mortar. 
fire of the mopar^ade it before all others the roost, effective 
weapon for singe work, and enabled the aggreswr to s^Ch out 
-places of apparent security behind the ■sf^ls, * instead o W-a^mg 
his battery upon impenetrable hulwarks. ' The mprtai.had, how- 



' nlfi^tlf 9 $ i jierfkeabk; inst^fllTO. ftt 
Ibeltefdb was given unusuift liteadth . 

iam^th only* i miin and a mizcn, and iQbfl^ S^ SHMW^Sp-;v 
bera^ Wws the deadly armament Fuftilt^fllHI 
^ th^i pLtt^f tb^ Vessel which lay below the 
k Wgted mass of waste rope cut into lengths, 'fte aj^Uirig' 
nature of a Galliot may be estimated from the fact i\M ffe# 
or bomb w^s capable of hurling shells and^ oarcasseS^ limits 
Stone, bags ol grape, and other missiles with ^ possible Isfijifeht oC 
two hundred |}Ounds, at a time when the most formjt^blo sboln 
from the mouth of a ships gob weighed no more than forty^ww 
The terrors of a bombardment were rf <»>urst by no 
diminished when siu h horrible projectiles, ugly enough alrea#*^^ 
cdrifC burthng cjown wards through the air like a showmf xd 
digioub meteorites 

'rhe Bornh-vessel, Galliot or Mortar-boat had come -to Sfcayi^ 
but there was adopted atn^ut the same time a more 
more appalling craft, christened with engaging simi^city tm 
Machine, and by h< i familiars alluded to as the Infernal# §h<e 
was a variant af the fire-ship, and an ancestress Of the lorpedo#^ 
She bore a close resemblance to that famous siitp whii;^ 
buighers of Antwerp had constructed to demolish the 
Parma’s bridge in the investment of 1585. The principP" was* 
e4<ul'tly similar , but the sixteenth-century design had undergone? 
considerable modification at the hands of a Dutch etlgin^lk 4 lld 
the Admiralty thought so highly of the new pattern that m#e 
thirty vessels of the type were added to the Navy in a 
month. The possibilities ^of the Machine Were 
monstrous shell. The hideous barque, eraiunted with evei^'tbibg 
calculated to pierce and paiitrat^ to batter ^nd destroy, Could, 
at desire be blown to fragmeits, and carry in 
dtcath and destruction s^f a volbano* . ' . 

Benbow appeared off St. Malo about the middle of November,, 
ft <5^3. In'or^ir to approach as near as possible he 
Dahi#! atilj on the evoking of Ms arrival#^ A on two 
^ve evenings, be pumped bobb# ovor the' battt&ents/rom 
pc^'kctobpai acting undoit hk ditOGtkm. ttavii# thasy\' 
ground, on tjhe'Wrth ii%ht he, i&sgK 
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citwisns the first Infemai ever use^ JHy the 
^^igiish vessel containeti no^ess 


vessel containeti no less than a Ifuncired 
in^ roofed in by a ceiling of planks. These rafters 

f>erfoptied witlf holes for the admission of and 

supported aiJ inflammable thatch of lalShs and faggots, shavm|«> 
straw and; tow, liberally anointed with pitchy resin and tar. ^ jQn 
the top of all came the missiles— cannon-balls of iron and storfeji ’ 
grenades and bombs, shells and carcasses, and iron chains, *in a 
mantle of tarimil in. * > ^ 

What followed is told in diverting fashion by/ the historian f 
Smollett. The Machine was to have been moored under the verf 
walls, “ but she struck upon a rock Jicfore she arrived at the pk| 
^nd the engineer was obliged to set her on fire and retreat, 
continued burning for some time, and at last blew up with such 
an explosion as shook the whole town like an caitjujiiake, uproofed , 
throe hundred houses, and broke all the glass and earthenw'are foi 
thrr^ leagues around. A capstan that weighed two hundred pounds 
was transported into the place, and falling upon a house, ievelled 
it to the ground; 'the greatest part of the wall toward the 
tumbled down, and the inhabitants were overwhelmed with c<^ 
s^rnation.'’ • 

It has been found in recent -^years that besieged and besiegers 
have^ formed rather different impressions of the same bombard*- 
ment; that while the bombardiers have with some compunction 
wondered whether a single soul remained alive within the 
the objects of their pity have in their cellars discussed with 
languid interest how' long the enemy were likely to rest content 
with a mere display of fireworks. This may, or may not have 
been the case at St. Main. Certain *i't is that no Duguay 'frouin 
was surrendered to his foes ; no prominent burghers arrayed 
themselves in the hair-shirts penitence, and put off in boats 
w ^Qund their necks. launder cover of the bombard- 

ment, if amid t^e consternation caused bf the explosion of the 
Macliine, an army of occupation had been landed, the ruthless 
work of desolation might have been completed. At least mture 
accuratti l^stimiKe of danrage done Would have been formect; As 
it is the narrative halts to a lame conclusion. 

A similar attempt was subsequently made under the ^perin- 
tencj^ncc of Ben bow at Dunkirk: but a» the Infernal proved 



BENBOW.' ‘ ' 

Wble to fulfil av.ha!f*of the expectations raisi^ the ' 

pppiilarity which acclaimed her invention rapidly to < 
and before the dose of the war the dockyards had ceased altogeifiBi?' 
’fc construct the vessel ' 

^ When the Peace of Ryswick (1697) brought to^a termination . 
the war between William III and Louis XI the English monarch 
doiermined to send an ex|>edition to the West Indies to hunt 
down pirates, and to vindicate the honour of Great Britain Jn 
those seas. A similar venture in the previous year bad been 
attended by most untoward circumstances, and had served only 
tp aggravate the disease which it had been designed to (jutep 
■^ William had engaged (he services of a New. York shipmaster^ 
called William Kidd, who had w^on reputable distinction by wide 
expcricyicc in e\;ery sea. The Government had put a ship of 
' thirty guns at his disposal ; the King and Lord Chancellor m^de 
liberal contributions to the cost of her outfit ; and Captain iCidd 
set sail blessed by all to whom the buccaneer was odious* But 
iht:* goodwill and sympathy of honest men oniy served to darken 
a taint of villainy in the captain’s heart. No sooner had he 
manned his .ship and found a breeze than he tossed his obligations 
contemptuously overboard, and ran the “Jolly Roger” to tb^ 
maintop. 

It was not quite evident where this monster would be found, 
hut'^he obvious man to deal with him was the pioneer who^e 
unprecedented exploits in the Channel had riveted iqx>n him the 
admiring gaze of all men. A duel between Benbow ind Ktdd 
would have been w'orthy of the |>en of Homer, but the Wizard 
of the Seas ” had neglected western i^raters for newer hunting 
grounds, and Benbow’s ardent search was forc-ordained to failure. 
Pirates, however, of meaner mojfld were as thick as iu , < 

Hamclin, and provided ample scope for a "man 

Incidentally Benbefw performed upon this ^rai.se a sen^ipe, 
which ministered better to his own sense of patriotism than to 
, bis royal master’s scheme of politics. His arrival in the 'West 
Indies had been anticipated by^a party of &ot<!Jhmenf who had 
resolved to establish in the heart of Darie|i a vast commercial 
exchange. The Darien scheme threatened to undermine- the 
. Sea Company, and throw the East Company the 
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shade*. It promised to die seventeenth centui’y all the .^jenefits 
whk'h the Panama Canal scheme failed to achieve in the nineteenth oj . 
but it failed to hike into account the unhealtbiness of the climate 
and the proprietary rights of the Spaniard. The fury aroused in 
the Bscurial admitted of no bargaining, and an expedition was 
equip|>^ at C^rtb^^gena to dispossess the intruders and push them 
into the sea* Benbow arriving ofi‘ Carthagena discovered the 
dei^tination of the little Armada, and deemed himself obliged to 
handle it rather roughly. He little dreamed that the miserable 
Scotdmien whom he thus hetfriended were to be thwarted and 
ruined less by the armies of Sj>ain and the ravages of malaria than 
by the jealousy of the English, and*the refusal of Jamaica to supply 
jin ounce of bread.* On his return to England the King was 
pleased to overlook Benbuw’s political indiscretion. He avowed 
himself well satisfied with the results of the voyage, «and in 
recognititwi of the Admiral’s zeal granted him an honourable 
augmentation of his arms. His shield was already embhiXtmed 
with three bows bent. Henceforth they wa^re quartered on a , 
ground diapered w*ith arrows. 


SAN l A MARTA 

Auoust 19-24, lyqi, ’ 

Soon after the Admiral’s return, Europe was thrown into » |tatc 
of no ordinary f:‘xciternent by the death [November <^f 

that S^ianish king w^honi Benlxiw' had so dwighled by his summary 
treatment of the inlidel. The evident intention of Louis XIV to 
grasp on Ixduilf of his grandson as large a {mrtion of the Spanish 
inheritance as the indulgence of l^mrope would permit; demanded 
the immediate despatch of a se<^on3 West Indian expedition to 
watch the intere^ds of England, and to frusirati^^^y premature 
attempt on Louis’ part tooccuji^ Carthagena, and other vital points 
pfSjMh'js. A. »‘rica! Benbow’s exjifcrience singled him oitt fpr the 
'task, but William considered that he had already borne his share 
service on a station which for more reasons tha« one waii 
reckoned highly undesirable. He therefore appro^d^W ; dth 
captains, but stlfan^e to say they felt themselves unequal to so 
high an honour. I'hey smoothed their ruffles, shook their 

* mutually anugonisiic ParltAinenffi; of and Edintsaitgb * 

‘ Wef€‘;not.t*ntled for nearly ten ycart* aft(» this viait to tfce 
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temous wigs* and begged leave td be.excused. “ If we calnnot 
suade our beaux, we must turn again l6i honest Benbow/*jsaid die 
" King, ami approaching the Admiral w*th some diffidence, he a^ed \ 

. i|bether he also had objections to a station which had .grown no 
heakhitir jince the days of Drake. With characteristic stoutnfessi v 
Bei^bow replied that he knew no differences of cliipate^ diat,"ftKr;,/ 
his part, he thought no officer had a right to choose his station 
and that himself should be at all times ready to g& to any part 
of the world His Majeisty thought proper to^send him, 

^ Ben bow arrived at Barbados before the end of 1701, and was 
therefore in good time to make all necessary arrangements before 
the official outbreak of the War ©f the Spanish wSuccession. His op- 
|)Ortune appearance forestalled the French, who, under the leaderships, - 
of Du Casse, did not reach the Indies till the summer of 1702, 
Learning from a trustworthy source that the French cOmfimnder 
contemplated an instant occupation of Carthagena, Beni w>w set 
out to seek his foe; and on 19th August to his great delight\dis- : 
covered the enemy off Santa Marta,* a {Kirt on the Spanish main 
a hundred miles north-east of Du Cause's destin^aion. Benbow had 
good cause to congratulate himself. Operating in hostile waters 
where both France and Spain could draw upon wider resources 
than the country which he represented, and where the united forces 
of the two could make of his responsibilities a heavy burden, he 
yet Ibund himSelf in momentary possession of a force distinctly 
superior to that of his antagonist. Du Casse, in the Heureux, 
certainly ted ships at his disposal, but half of them were quite 
unfit to take their place in the line. 


With regard to the English side, the pathetic tragedy that fallows; ; 
demands an intimate acquaintance with the princijml acto||^3 
They are herewith introduced. 

Tiefiancn . . , , . -a . . Captain 

Pmdtnnh . . . . . . .. Captafc}ja<dS*«i»»e 

. . ... . . SB'S mi 


Tiejianfe , , , . , . Captain jNSi] 

Pmdeunh . . . . . . . Capta^JB* 

mttUinr . , * . , . . . CaptamCo 

(Flagship) . . , , . . .j. CajfcainFfe 

... ... . ^ Captaln.W 

PfOmmtth , .... •, 

*^*Ij»p,p, 1584.;’,,' V ■ 

CbaA^ ll ceceived 

.pw^e wm.rea^ito f MtArn- giim to ^ 
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' : Benbow discovbfed' that the ^ enemy ware deliver^; ’into 

hfe band, he decided to engage immediately; but some oi bis 
shijB were four miles astern, and this obligeij him to lie to under 
^ easy sail until his brothers-in-arms came up. Two of the laggards, 

. the Dtfiame and the Windmr, came along in so leisurely a fashion 
that he sent thyera an order to make all possible S|>ecd. Towards 
evening a line of battle was formed, with Captain Kirkby leading, 
but the Defiamt and the Windsor so little liked the warmth of their 
entertainment, that after receiving a couple of broadsides they turned 
their , noses into the wind and so departed. Ben bow, as may well 
be imagined, suffered extreme annoyance, and lo prevent a 
repetition of the mischance, resolved to put his own dagship at 
•the head of the line when morning light* enabled him to resume 
the offensive. To ensure the success of his plan he clung to the 
enemy all through the hours of darkness, and all through the 
second day he continued the pursuit. So far, however, from 
shamii%^ the delinquents, his change of position served only tqf' 
make matters worse, and the whole force, with a single exception, 
fell astern. The ‘exception w’'as the Rufy, who proved herself,, 
precious indeed, and backed up the Admiral in a manner Benbow 
had a right to expect, though the behaviour of th<^ others made it 
remarkable. 

The criminality of the five recalcitrant captainf evinced itself 
unmistakably on the third day, when Du Casse, finding he had 
outpaced some part of the pursuit turned about, and hurlea his 
force viciously upon the Breda and her plucky little comrade. 
The Breda felt herself a match for any two of her foes, and might 
be trusted tp return any' argument with interest; but the Bufy, 
less masculine than her sister, was ®sadly outmatched. Benbow, 
forgetting his isolation in the joy of battle, was hotly engaged 
throughout the day, but seeing the injury done lo his companion 
he around h^h*, lowered his boats, and towed 

her out of actiotg. Dejlafi^re and the Windsor vtm nov( near 
enough to discern ^gbt w^a.s going ; but instead of bring- 

ing help to a friemf ^ p ^ istress. they stood by in the stillen silence 

*The dael with J)u H^iJhough it begaU ' m the 
culnwnatc in au agsU|»jf^^|Ppha 24th inst, the sixth day of , the fighu 
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of stupidity. T&e other ships firad in a cfesultory ^ay more »s a 
pretence tp cover their Own pusillanimity tliari with any intention 
of influencing the result 

On, the fourth day the wind shifted, and brought relief to I>u 
Casse, who had been harried incessantly. On board the English - 
flagship it was computed that the dilatory Gt^nwkk^ sleepy 
sluggard, had fallen at the least nine miles* astern, while the re- 
mainder, with masterly inactivity and a fussy semblance of zeal, 
were attempting little and achieving less. Benbow may have felt 
less inclined to reproach his subordinates on this particular ^y 
because the lightness of the wind made their task a difficult on^ ; 
but he again did his best t(r*show them the way, and beat up 
into range, cheered on by the Ruby^ who wm once more 
for the fray, though hardly equal to the exertions which the 
weather demanded. On the fifth day the wind .restored the ad- 
vantage to Benbow. Though his ship was beginning to suffer 
from the prolonged strain to which .she had been exposed, he 
worked like a Titan, and won encouragement from the capture 
of a tender that followed Du Casse. This trifling gain vras, how- 
ever, counterbalanced by a serious loss. Further misadventures 
made it impossible for the Rt4by to hold her own any longer, and 
at the Admiral’s order she retired unwillingly to Jamaica. Even 
now it was not too late for a victory. Benbow had fought five 
enemies for five days, and had still in reserve five ships that had 
sufiered no M^ounds at all 

It is hardly credible that English meji should have been found will- 
ing to act spectators to the scene. The cowardice of cravens might 
well have betm dispelled by the magnificent leadership of such a 
chief. The peril of fellow-coufltrymen should have aroused a militant 
consciousness, and a desire to retaliate in the sorriest soul alive, 
I'he ignominious shame of his behaviour acted at length on Captain 
Vincent, and the penitent Fakiiouth moved forwar(|g|^Jlsp^^^^^ 
the Ruhy*$ place. ^ 

On the Jast day Benbow excelled himself. His running 
had not been without effect. The Hturttkfi was sorely • 

Benbow was determ in (id to take her, or Time 

he the order to board. He receiwsim grievous , 

the arm.; What cared he Again lada^^teady ! _ 
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ghastly woimd in the face ; but the energy 
\mt hcr;i(mmyaid and her fore topsail, and 4^cr mteen had .. 
^gonc by the board. If only thosie rascally captains would support h 
■ him! „ The, flag for battle still summoncxi them to their duty, 

, Wottlcl they not come even now ? Now, when the enemy's flag'* 

' sl^ .was all but won ? Ere they could come, he received another 
w^nd. A hideous chain-shot shattered his leg ; and more dead 
than alive he suffered himself to be borne below. The moment 
the terrible wound had been dressed, indomitable still, he had 
himself carried up on deck, and there propjx?d up in a cot he 
conquered the racb'ng pain, and continued to direct the battle 
with a sublime invincible courage that has woti him immortality, 
jOne of his lieutenants hurried up to Him, and expressed his d^p 
sorrow at the accident to the Admirars limb. “ I am sorry tod/’ 
replied BenUow; '*but I would rather have lost , them both than 
reen this dishonour brought upon the British nation . , . but if 
they try to hoard, and another shot should bear me off, behay^ 
like brave men, and fight it out.” cf 

The four degenerates now' in a position to redeem tjheif 
fafUiei but one and all, Lkfiance^ Wtn^sor^ Greenwk/^^ 
:^ndemis^ poured but a broadside into the disabled ship, and fled 
d^efqre the wind. In striking contrast to such abject shamelessness 
French vessels, nobly seconding one another, managed at last 
;to w^ork their way between the haplttss m^VIieureux and her 
dogged antagonist. This admirable maiiceuvre enabled them riot 
only to carry their own ship into safety, but also for a tinte at 
to put the unwearied Breda out of action by a telling com^ 
bination of their broadsides. Benbow gave instant orders to 
refit, and nailai his flag Tor battle 'io the masi. This done, he 
sent to remind his faithless underlings that they w’ere by birthright 
English, and bjr assumption— men. On receiving' the 

himself oonveyed to the flagship, and 
approachi^ a^‘camdjj|der, in whose presence he was uujSt to 
mairvtain any attituiSebut that of prostration, shook at hitri.the 
of adrnpnitioh, and took him to task. J&e toldtife 

/superfot '' he had better desist ; that the ;wt«re 

feStroirg, and that from what was past he might gdw tfcat be 
" make nothing of it.” Benbow Jn^ispqs^ to jargti^tbV 
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He sought relief fit 4 « 


case with sudx a creature. 

and surrMlioned all captJaias to his side. thia^ 

set his viSews before them, it may well be wi& some V 
threats and remonstrances were levelled in vain, ir'ejjjroacK!^ 
stingless and arguments empty. There was coi^l^e ^ 
among the councillors, and even Captain Fogg, hi? Own ^ 
friend, followed the lead of Kirkby the poltroon, . Realiz 
serious nature of the conspiracy, Benbow was reluctantly 
to abandon the enterprise. Sorrowfully he turned a^’ay '^ 
the scene of the encounter, terribly hurt in arm and fece and 
leg ; but in spirit more grievously affected, and in sou! d^wn. 
Poor honest Benbow 1 Even at this distaru e all true Brshins tan , 
feel something of the sympathy that welled up so generoiStely in- 
the heart of a homeland that knew him, ' \ 

The .terrible wound in his leg necessitated amputation, \but . 
Benbow in all his pain was not unconscious of his duty. ' He 
resolved to bring to justice the men who had betrayed.theit 
country at her need. Captain Hudson died very shortly after his' 
arrival at Jamaica, and so avoided^a more ignorfiinious fate, Cap^ 
tain Kirkby, together w'ith Optains Wade and Constable, wer^^ 
charged before court-martial with cowardice, disobedience 
neglect of duly. Captain Constable was acquitted on H-ie 
of cowardice, but was dismissed the service, and ordered to'i^ 
imprisoned during Her Majesty's pleasure. It sec^s prob&b|0;, 
that he died in prison. Captains Kirkby and Wade were 
on all counts, and straightway condemned to death. They 
.sent home on board the Bristol and w^ere .shot at Splthead'^^ 
squad of Marines without being allowed to set their cohtjiibimS^^ 
feet on English soil. The captains of the Bttda and t|«fe 
were also charged with conspiracy to frustrate the ends of 
but they argued with some show pf reaston tha|^ their 
favour of discontinuing the actfen wereocc^ione 
tiiat nothing but disaster could possibly eniS 
maintained, under circumstai^C^ similar wihdse dmt : 
that moment provajJSed Thli^ were 
were treated leniently, and afterwards 
who/oame out of the affair with credit 
Walton 'of 'ihe " 
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bi^ht aji&t Smidthe sordid details of a great catastrophe; ^ He 
TTpit fhdeed have felt repaid for his devotion when he hearffdie 
jjiSi|ence paSlfed on his unhappy friends. He lived to render 
to his country, and died full of honours* at a ripe 


story that when I>u Casse arrived in safety at 
S^H^^na,,the first thing he did was to sit down, and write the 
following l<?tor to his adversary : — 


Si», 

I had little hdpea on Monday last but to have supped in your cabin ; 
but it pleased God to onler it otherwise. ,4 am thar^kful for it. As for lUose 
cowardly captains who deserted you, hang them up ; for, by God, they deserve 
itl 

% Do Casse. 


Benbow ; ‘ver saw home again. The am[)utation of his limb 
induced a 1^ ii feve^, and the fever was aggravated by a keen 
sense of sorrt; at the disgrace that had tarnished his shield, of 
disapix)intment that victory had hovered round his helm only* to 
fly away. Early in November he breathed his last, and his j>oor 
body, hacked in the service of his country, found in Jan^aira 
a resting-place unmarked, saVe by a dull plain ^ slab of grey 
’Severity. 

The story of the fight off Santa Marta will scHlPfetirn<,iS Jiint 
at a motive for the conduct of the captains other fhan that of 
sh^^r vulgar want of fortitude. It rriay be, as alreadji suggested, 
that Benbow was a man of trying temperament who In his deal- 
ings with his staff discar4ed tlie geptler diplomacy of courteous 
tact for the rigours of coercion and brutality. Even sup|K)sing 
that this were so, it is difficult to believe that many Englishmen 
woujd willingly endorse a method of protest, .so certain to recoil 
upon th?'’|!fMmtants, so likely to hespatter with infamy the flag 
Un^r which they served. Even if Benbow were the bulljS tliat 
willing to believe him, it is hard to resist the eloquent 
pftha|^ closing scene, which has blotted out the blemishes 
^Htomaybave stained his character, and inscribed his name, a 



Then tfttey look’d at hiisfi they hated^ 
Had wha^r they desired : 

Mate with folded arras they waited— 
Not a gun was fired. 

Thase, in whom he had reliance 
For his noble name, 

With one snule of still defiance 
' Sold him unto shame. 


Loro TI- NNyioN* 




VERNON 


BORN, 1684 — niKO 1757 

When Britain first at Heaven’s command 
Arose from out the azure main, 

This was the charter of her Jand» 

* And guardian angels sang this strain : 

Rule, Britannia, rule the waves : 

Britons never will be slaves, 

Jamfs Thomson (1700-48) ^ 

Written in the heat of national anger at the outrngbs infiictud on British 
seamen by the Gnartla Costas Of Spain. 

doatli of Queen Anne in 1714, followed a yoar later by 
.JL that of the (Trand Monan}ue, brought to a clost^ a 
defined period of history. In England the thoughts of aS wem ■ 
for the moment centred in the “ Succession/* The prosjject dlt, 
a (lerman dynasty was far from popular, but a foreign king -, 
was more acceptable to the majority than a descendant of that, 
sailor prince who had revived the spectre of Catholic peraect^tib^jp 
The ‘♦Fifteen” fiasco offered poor prospect of an eventual: 
storation of the Stuarts, but there were many Jacobites kf 
then the Hanoverians were to be firmly established on the.;^ 
it lyas essential that the country should enjoy in teir^ V 
disti^ed repose, Years of* unruffled cafih 
woii^ endear the nevT dynasty ^Englisbiheh, «aa4 
mod?e^|,(cvr. interference on the-lli^, ‘ 

wlt^’iSiight.feel inclined to a 

che^-board of diplomacy, i ;■ : ■ 
ofih realized', this ' fettei 

who, k' the*'disfi0;#^thi" 




j&>'SV 'o'i' 'lifiW ■ ,< 
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''^jpable shoufSears the whole burden of government, and into his 
. own greedy hands the sole exercise of pow* The long {period of 
piUce between the Jacobite Rising in the more formid- 

able Rebellion in 1745, constitutes the prindpal clajm of Sir 
' Rob^tt to the gratitude of bis. country, difficulties ‘ involving 
other nations iU‘Osc to worry him fro||^time to time ; but when- 
ever they admitted a fx^aceful solution, Walpole shrank from any 
demonstration of the might of England's arm. 

One question, however, carried the ineradicable seeds of war, 
and threatened to overihrow a minister unversed in any but the 
aits of peace. 


THE WAR OF JENKINS' EAR. 1739---?^ 

The Peace of Utrecht allowtal tht‘ haiglish (0 send a* single 
ship once a year to a port in .Spanish America. The English 
kept strictly within the limits of this ungenerous grant, but were 
quick to dfscovei ^between ihv lines possibilities of which the 
Spaniards had not dreamed. 'I’he ship in (juestion sailed witl> a 
bevy of* consorts ; and, arriving v^ithin hail of port, left her con- 
sorts safely out of sight, and pursued her way alone. When day- 
light faded, and the process of unlading was ('omplete, the skipper 
declared his task unfinished, and proposed the resumption of work 
on the following day. During the hours of darkness his cargo 
was replenished from one of the attendant shii>s, and the Spaniards 
found to their amazement that the magic argosy like the 
widow's cruse, never empty. In this ‘way the English secured an 
obvious advantage, and the .single s|jip assumed the pra|)erties of 
an i^niire merchant fleet. There is no reason at all to suppose 
that this device exhausted the genius of the English for the dis- 
covery^ of means to dispose C 0 thek goods in markets where the 
door was sfilllNind ordinary methoc^unavaihible. ;; ‘ 

To cope with®Hritish smuggl^ers the Hpatiiards had a poJfee> force 
ready to their hand. . . • ; 

Robbi'iy on |hejugh seas is as ancient as brigandage bn land, 

and most always ^abound on unguarded waterways. Bpt the 

^ 

*The war ntjvet reached au in< 3 ^ende|it conclitslw, but w*3ft n»«firg«d in 
isjftwes of the Austrian SucceBftion, 1740-1748. 
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period between the capture of Jamaica and the Peace of Ut <ech£ 
was the golden age of the Pirate King,* ' 

Even after the work of Drake and Blake the Spaniivrds st® 
claimed hold the New World beyond the line/' and M. 
regarded ill visits as unwarrantable intTusions,f .Many recMessi 
men, who found the ordinary vocations of mankind unworthy of 
their regardi set out from England and France to explode tjtn's 
fallacy. Because they preyed not on the World but on Spain] 
alone, they repudiated the name of Pirates and called themselves/ 
Buccaneers, from houcan, a method of curing meat which they^ 
learned from the Caribs, and found exceedingly useful. It was, 
chief!)’ owing to the exertioils of these gentry that the English?; 
retained Jamaica and the French acquired Hayti. The noise of' 
their fame filled the world. While Robinson Crusoe underwent his 
dreary* exile in Juan Fernandez, Sir Henry Morgan was engaged 
in exploits, which for brazen audacity claim comparison with the 
wonder-deeds of Drake ; and men of meaner stature ’made their 
names the terror of Spain from Dominica to the Bay of Cam- 
peachy. ‘ iV 

So long as the Spaniards were unwilling to admit even Jamaica 
lawfully acquifed, the English were not likely to listen to their 
grievances. 'I'he West Indies ha®d to looj after themselves, an<} 
for the work of extermination . tlicy constructed special ships, 
called Guarda (>ostas, or Coast Guard vessels. By the Peace of 
Utrecht the English acquired a right of way into the forbidden 
land. '1 o show their gratitude they joined in the suppression of 
the buccaneer ; but the Guarda Costas had justified their exist- 


ence, and found new scope for iheir activity among the smugglers. jf 
As guardians of the Pcice of Utrecht, and overseers of 
smallest letter, they were confronted with work requiring 
delicacy, and if a certain amount, of clumsy cruelty besmirejS' 
their name, it miist be remembered that they 
rough school, and fodnd themselves matched against kn 


lawbreaker, whose slippery devices w^ere highly provocative. 

Few chapters in the history of the Britisj^ Navy are cagabfebM- 
interpretations so different as that which for Tewv.^' :^t 

* No self-respecting Pirate ia novel or play is Amptete without y . 

Quatorse wig of the blackest hue. ‘ M ' '-M 


t Gp. Hawkins to Blaki, pp. 3, igx. 
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of jtoine 

finess *^^' *[ M|BjP Eua tiorv W^pok hl^ ra 
|:,liosts^, o|' erteig^il8l|®Karliaineut» and outsWe. / 'His; op- 
' thaj4ed him Mntli 81 the abominations of eorruptioh and 
v but above ah with the degrading spirit of the coward who 

' prefers to swallow any insuh rather than stand up in arms and be 
bold All those who honestly thought that England's fair name 
being dr^led in the dust of dishonour, .were necessarily 
ppppsed to his ^compromises and conventions ; but by the violence 
{hf ;iheir invective they laid themselves o]:)en to the reproach that 
/their hostility was directed not so much at iht.' foreign aggressor as 
’ it the premier who had so long deprived them of the fruits pf 

I’hu^s it tame about that the adherents of Walpole were letnpted 
^ to minimize the extent of Spanish insults and ^ British , wrongs, 
while the opponents of VV^alpole were tempted to exaggerate them. 
Thus the ^^elebrated Captain Jenkins figures altematelyy ai^ a 
suffering martyr and a, melodramatic charlatan ; as a God-fearinj 
galliuit seaman and\ wretched puppet^ wire^pulled by self-s{>;W 
patriots who had rescued him from the pillory. Admiral Vertfen 
stands on a higher plane than Captain Jenkins, but he . too has 
been subjected to treatment (ft a not dissimilar kind He has 
been lauded and decried, abused and glorified; treated in fact' as, 
a topi in the hands of partisans rather than as the brave ad*uiral 
and capable commander that he proved himself, Since his death 
adverse* criticism has \irevailed, and the ma|ority of chrpnfckt^f 
accepting the repulse at Carthagena as a ceitain indif&tiOri of his 
’ incompetence, have done their best to pipkin away h!s undeniable 
'" success at Porto Bello, further r&$bns for this will declare 
themselves in the emuihg narrative. For the moment it" /.will 
8U0ce to say that succeeding Ages have acclaimed &e political 
Judgment crW\^Ipole, and Admiral Vernon actively opposed him. 
in view of Sir jLobert's taste for bribery this m^ht in itdfelf be 
put forward as a claim to honourable distinction. Tcii» whatever 
^Mvni [Xilitics may obscure the issue, it should be remembered 
iiut Verndn is a^'naAe whidi the Navy still delights to Konout;^ 
While discussion was proceeding m PatHament oh the subject 
of cdtnmcrcial relations with Spain 4nii the oflSciotWRness of / 

^ ^ * H.M.S. Vimm i» ,the toqv«^ iicliopl hi Pcirtwotith / 
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rcUscreef Gitarda 'Costas, .leave 
of one whose experience of 

a new and lurid light on the su^^^%5der debate. 'Rld^in^'f 
Jenkins was the captain of the hirqm^ J^e^ec^a hailiitg, ; 
Glasgow. On a return voyage to England he was 
Jamaica, which, it will be remembered, had be^n an . JSjiglishji^ 
possession since the days of Cromwell, when his ship w’'as. 
by Spanish officers, who proceeded to exercise their prete5:rf^ . 
right of search for contraband goods destined for ports oi Spaitt^ - '' 
Nothing illicit Wi^s found, but the Spaniards were, if anything/ ; 
rendered the more furious. 'J1iey strung poor Jenkins up to the^ 
yard-^rra, and cut him downhgain before the breath of life de-s 
parted. As he recovered <-(>nsciousness one of them slashed at 
his face with a cutlass, and all but severed one of his ears ftpip his 
head. >Anothejv more brutal still, tore off the mutilated iPetniber, ^ 
and presenting it with mock solemnity to, the agonized victim, 
begged him to take it home and assure king (.»corge that he too , 
would be treated in similar favshion if ever he fell into the hands- 
of Spain. Eagerly questioned as to his feelingsVt such a moment * 
Jenkins immortalized the occasion by replying :** I commended" 
my soul to (i6d, and my <;ause to my cduntry.” The poor , 
captain was not examined on oath, but tlfere was no doubt that ■ 
he had lost an ear, and the missing member he produced as evi- 
dence. It may be added that he subsequently .took part in an . 
engagenw^qt at sea, and acquitted himself like a man. 

Whatever may be the truth of the pitiful tragedie,” it serv^"*'' 


to focus alienlion on the West Indian question. The story, or 
i’able, was passed from mouth to mouffi through the length and-- 
breadth of the land, and rouJ^’ed to fever-pitch the righteous ang]^. 


of true-born .Britons. Was it for this that England had ^fred;’. 
with Spain, and driven her fleets from the sea ! Had Drake 
Howard, (irenville and Blake little accomplished jl^t'^England'a^' 
premier must allow the /enormities of Spain to p^ss 
lEven if smuggling w^as indulged in by the English, on th6 
Slay the burden of proof, on the Spaniards ,<ii|volved the 
f preventing it, or of agreeing to arrangemen# thit 
^ it unnecessary. If in the ejterdse of inviSlatipn 


an offender red-handed, they .might oonfiscat^is 
his ship;; 'but, to 'overhaul innocenr 
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offSensive : to exercise the right of search on dte high 
iawiess ; ^^aud to invadt^ an innocent ship miles from port, anif tn 
the childish wrath of tiisappointtnent to reduce the deck to^'a 
shambles, was repugiuifi’ to civilization, and not for a momeOt|i| 
he tolerated by any nation that valued its self-respect. * 

Amid the fervid eloquence [\Valpole and his sympathizers wewdi)^; 
of course call it frothy vapouring'’] with which the ** |>atriolS^|^ 
S|ssail<jd io fjarii|;inent the policy of peace, the j)opular sentimeiit^ 
fbnndi no moiie enthusiastic^ exponent than Edward Vernon. 
Born towards the dose of Charles ITs reign, he came of it good 
old fiimily, which numbered among its more celebrated members 
the far-famed Dorothy of HaddohHall. His father was a w^dl- 
known member of Parliament whos<t abilities won for him, the 
dignity of what to-day is callerl cabinet rajik. Edward edu- 
cated at Westminster under the famous Dr. Busby, who kept 
bis hat on his head in the presence of his moruitch lest his pupils 
should vainly imagine that there lived a man greater than himself. 
Entering the navy at the moment when Anne ascehdejd tht^ 
throne Vernon tdbk a part in ail the grcxit sea battles the 
Sfjanish Succession w’ar. He was pre-^cjU at Vigo Bay, at the 
capture of Gibraltar and at the action off Malaga, gaining for 
himself a reputation not only for skill and gallantry, but foi 
devotion to his work and consideration for those who served in 
hb command. He won employment also in the West Indies 
where he doubtless ac^piainted himself w'ith the vulncTj|Wrr^K>ints 
in the Spanish positio!i. He w'as serving under Sir Clowdiscl} 
Shovel w^hen that gallant officer was lost off the Srilly Isles 
Vernon was in the 'Fhe F/urfiix ran aground, but In 

a miracle was carried off again. Tlndta* George I the gallant 
Captain entered Parliament as member for Penryn, a Cornish 
borough. His past experi€fices enabled him to sp^li Vith 
authority 0*1^ West Indian subjects, and his eager , fjatriotisin, 
[“noisy partisanship*’ say bis detractors]* lent fire to hfe words. ' 
He deelartid that the national honour demanded ol 

force; he informed the House that the capture of TO Bello 
would “ distress t\fe enemy in their verj^ vitals ; ” and he ofiV o- <l 
with half a dozen ships to take the place himself. 

Ik) Walpole it was becoming mote and more evident that for 
OE the powers pf persuasion were inadequate to obtain for his 
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JMntry the satisfaction to whit h she was entitled. Loath as he 
^piiS .to draw, the sword he was forced to do so less by the clamour 
his countrymen than by the obstinacy of Spain. The 
^’i^tance'of Captain Vernon’s offer would muflte the national 
jtetcry, and very possibly prove a menace sufficient to awake in 
Spaniards a more generous disposition. Rver^ if the expedii- 
Plon failed, the discredit would rest on his opponents who were 
Vernon’s supporters, and the departure of the honourable and 
gallant member from tht‘ House would rid him of a merciless 
tormentor. Inducements such as these wxtc potent, but they 
failed to bring him perfect contentment. In the days of Sheriff*^, 
muir, France and Spain had bben estranged by family rivalry, but 
on the outbreak of the Polish Succession war (t 733*17JS) 
had made up their differences, buried^the hatchet, and concluded 
a treaty of alliance. They had many a grudge against Epglahd,: 
and the Stuarts only awaited a favourable moment for the renewal 
of their schemes. Supposing that France and Spain united to 
assist the Pretender. . . . His cogitations were interrupted by the 
merry sound of bells. The country was wildfy delighted at his 
tardy declaration ()f war. Every church rang out ^ joyful peat 
“They may ring their bells now,” he muttered glootUii|i ; 
fore long they’ll be wringing thdlrliands.” ^ 




PHE TAKING OF PORTO BELLO 
November 21, 1739 * 


To our good King, now loudly sing, may Pro>n‘dencc attend him ! 

To Admiral Vurnon, toss a glass, may Heaven aye defend him I ; 

To Commodore Brown toss ifhother downt and to each gallant felloW 
Who did so bravely play his part at the taking of Porto Bello. ^ 

Ol.D SONp-_../'V', 

It will be remembered that when Drake set forth in *572 
execute vengeance up<Vn the Spaniards for the wrcJngs he had 
^ered in l^ejuco, he planned an attack upon;.Nonibre de Di^ the 
point at which the wealth of Peru w’as game|pd to await / * ' 

ment for Spain. Since then the Spaniardl^ad^ ab 

* Walpole’s melancholy forecast met fulfilment 
in 1745, when Bonnie Prince ChaxUe reached the 
■ King 0!^eri4,hljgsyaC^-;tpawa^ him fit .the 
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site in fevj^ur of Porto Bello, a hatbotir itt *the Mme 

hood, equally unbealtby, but with superior qualities as an anohor^ 

The town itself lay at the south-east comer of the harbour. It 
was approached from tlie west through a narrow charinel rath^ 
mbre than half a mile broad, guarded by the Iron Castle, a forti* 
fication mounting 100 guns. The citizens derived additional pro- 
tection from the Gloria C>aslle which mounted t 20 guns, and from 
the San Jeronimo bastion which enabled them to enfilade a force 
that ventured to move inshore. As a depot for the produce of 



’/ November 21, 1739 

Peruvian '^lines Porto Bello ^ held out the prospect of Umitiesis 
plunder, hut the chance depended on the moment of attack ; OTd 
as the town wag but a resting-place for treasure, the mpmerff of 
attack very well find it empty. The capture of a,great trade 
route terminus w'ould of course interrupt for a time the^ whole 
industry Of the If the place were occupied and it gs^son 

j^establishad,^ permanent dislocation ^f the traffic might ' 
iut as each of fortresses demanded 300 defenders, no seWej: 

without the services of ao army. /In hccts 



J/! . VERNON ■ ■ y. 'MJE' 

hi§ opponas^t’s knightly chaUenge Walpc^fplBd taken him strictly 
at his wor<$l^d when Vernon, now Vice-Admiral of the Blue, 
arrived off ?otto Bello, aoth Noirendw, 1739, he bad with him 
no more, than the six ships which he hud demanded in the heat of 
debate," His urgent request for Marir\c-’ hau gone unheeded, and 
on arrival at Jamaica he was compelled beg the services of 
any force the Governor could spare. This (iovernr>r, enthusiastic 
in the cause, placed at his dis[)osal half the garrison of , the de- 
pendency. This amounted, however, to no more than 200 men. 

On the way out Vernon had drilh'd his crews in gunner)* with 
steady persistence. , He was rewarded by a degree of excellent 
that prbthised the happiest results. In his last orders be issued 
sfasingent injunctions to his ofbeors to discountenance random 
shooting, add to satisfy th(‘mselves that the aim was good before 
giving the word to fire. He also enjoined silence on all eng^ed. 

His force if small was business-like and efficient. 

On the morning of 21st November the wind was blowing frbiii 
the east in the teeth of the invaders, 'fhey had therefor^ to beat 
up into the harbour, and found some difficulty tn taking the posi- 
tions assigned to them.' The first two ships had already engaged 
the Iron Castle and shown the quality of their marksmanship, 
when Vernon himself in the Burfrrd came into the zone of fire. 
He instantly ordered the boats to be lowered, and appointed 
storming parties to effect a landing. The fortress was perched 
high lip, ^pd he judged that his men would diminish their danger 
the nearer ^ they approached to the shore. iJk surmise proved, 
correct. Two men alone were wounded in the boats. Next 
took his own ship into the position best calculated to assist^ 
in working his will on the castle, a position which of 
sented the acme of hazard to himself. The Burford 
. some' injury, and his own life was momently impernie|F, but 
gained his way. The muskeveers in his tops directri|J-fbei^ 
exclusively on the lower battery, and made such goo^l 
that its gpns were all out of action by the time that the 
pftrty waa ready, for the assault. Clambering on one anoJ»&*a 
shoulders Ijhey scrambled through the embrasurtes, ovettatftd ^ 
•'si$t 3 aritee> and 'carried fort. 

/Ofihe defendm^-Jtome to ^he 

IftQpped not till tly 
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« dtid mutiitous behi^viour 
Ve the pqpuTiaqp?' The more 
to a prolonged resistance, 
j mdViijg tjjll^tTe attack. They had suffered many 
tfw '»?raHSr appeared to offer no obstacle to their 
limpet-like a&ilants; their hearts failed them and they sur- 
rendered.' VeWn had now good hopes »of a ?wiccessful issue. 
The wind continued to blow froin the east, and made further in- 
gress quite impossible ; but the Spaniards had already learned the 
nature of tl^ir antagonists and were ready to treat. They offered 
to abandon ;San Jeronimo and Gloria if their ships were spared. 
Vernon rei^ted their overtures, 'Phe crews might leave the ships, 
the popiiliice retire, the garrison march out with the honour$;pf 
war ; Imt ships, and town, and forts must be surrendered, and un^ 
less an immediate decision were arrived at, hostilities would be 
instantly resumed. The (Governor acquiesced. Porto Pello was 
won. 

Having no force with which to occupy the town Vernon ordered ' 
the work of demolKion to begin at once. Unluckily the moment 
proved a close lime for treasure. 'Fhe spoils of Peru had already 
departed for Spain. Ten thousand dollars were taken, and Vernon 
arranged for their distribution among his company. Of the hostile 
armament he selected son)e fifty guns as vrorlhy of removal and 
destroyed 200. One hundred and twenty barrels of captured powder 
he utiliml in destroying the fortifications. The (/astle, 


Jeronimo and Gloria were ra/.ed to the ground, but dicir sturdy 
masonry withstood the battering of three laborious weeks."^ 

The news was received with rapture in England. The name of 
Vernon was in every body's*' mouth. He was a galladt scion of the 
good old days: a seaman worthy to rank beside Drake hithself: 
a man in a thousand who tai^ht the legislature to listen to his 
counsel, and then translated it into%ction. The City of LoOdoit 
granted him th^r freedom in a gold box, « The innkeepers took 
down their sighs, painted out St. George or the Aochor^ ^and 
* substituted the AdmiraPs head with his piercing eyes and trim 
little wig. ‘ The fipposition, in seconding an address of 5:on!gratuia- 


* Porto Bello is to-iW an obscure little vUlage^Tnhabited by a handful of 
uiggeiU. It ia by passing vessel^, and th* undergrovi<^tli springs, 

<mce the batlitm '/f 




March to Ar^RiL, 1741 ;1 

Walpole’s earliest venture in the lists had not been nnsuccessfijlt 
for a minister of peace, though^ his continuance in office as the " 
executor of a policy which he had always (||nounced, has been 
condemned by his most eulogistic biographers. It served to in- 
furiate his opponents wlio had won a title to the helm of state by 
thtiir advocacy of a policy which had proved inevitable. Walpole .^ 
had taunted them with the shallowness of their sentiments, with 
the affectation of their patriotism ; hut in the game of jeers he had 
played into their hands. I hey found his devotion to the cause of 
peace an empty subterfuge. I’hcy declared his^ acts admitted of 
but one interpVetation — love of plac'e, love of power, love of 
pocket. Small blame to them if ihey persecuted him remorse- 
lessly. His position henceforth depended on his ability to 
prove himself as capable in the management of warfare as in the 
control e^marties or the conduct of finance.f 

There was plenty to be done iti the Indies ; but before any 
great project could be compassed reinforcements were necessary.. 
A flotilla equal to the occasion ^uld not of course be equippe4 
at a moment’s notice, and valuable time was lost before S% 
Chaloner OgleJ was ready to start. When he did set out he con< 

f*. 

Though its origin is still involved in some controversy, there is 
reason to believe that the National Anthem in its present fo^rn wjfs first heai'-d 
at a concert held to celebfete the “happy and glorious!,* capt^ure of Porilo 
Bella ^ 

f Walpole’s warlike schemes met with disaster in i74t, and the greilt 
minister fell at the beginning of X742. , '19 - 

tin 1722 Bartholomew Roberts, the original of Cleveland In Thi' 

Pirate, was the terror of the seas. Captain Ogle i 4 the Swallow u# 
with him on the v est coast of Africa, Roberts had ||h‘ee ships; 
one away, and returned wth the^Jolly Roger Vnim 




ra^e wist 

Is casyiag un af&y of,; 
Jful flier of twtjaty-.seyjifl^ 
nder the command'of Lord 
ved worth, who had gained a 
s of Queen Anne's reign, 
however, in the entire fleet filled 
post of Surgeon's Mate in one of the 
. warships. This was none other Jhan 'J'o!>y Smollett, at that time 
. a penniless nobody with an unprt^fitable knowledge of- medicine, 
destined to become one of the leading Jights in the literary 
Plstory of his country. In his .entertaining story Of f^miery^ 

^ Randmn, which is largely autobiographical, and contains a vivki 
picture of life aboard a man-o'-war in the early days of th^ 
eighteenth century, Smollett gives a detailed account of % affair 
at (..arthagena, and tb<" substance of this he afterward incorpo*' 
rated in his J/hforv of Eof^iafuL As his evidence is first-hand 
evidence, it is of course ver>^ valuable, hut should not be accepie% 
as unprejudiced wthout oareful enquiry into the character ^and 
antecedents of the witness. . , . 


In his History Smollett writes; Had this armament, been 
ready to act in the jiroper sea^m of the year, under the Conduct 
of wise experienced officers, united in coimdls. and steadily "at- 
|| tached to the interest and honour of their country, the ffaVannah 
and the whole island of (hiba might have been easily jErflced ; 
the whole treasure of the Spanish West Indies been 

intercepted ; and Spain must have been humbled into the most 
abject submission.’' 


This sounds a most terrible indictwnent of poor V^mop, who is 
by allusion an incompetent Jacobite; but it is Ortly ftir Ipire* 
member that friend Toby had^in addition to a remarkable *fecttlty 
for makings the very most of a stony , a tendency to exaggeration, 
which must detrl^tre itself to all his readers, and a reputation for 
malignancy which mode him very' odious to some of hi^^ . con- 
temporaries who charge him further with a consuming thirst for 
'"ScaTidal of the l#we|t order. . ' ' . 


two felons, umnsfiicbus^. sailed out to meet httn, aiid in the that loUdwed 
*'«^tunjjng to Enjlaiid three recived a , 





taster for iSircasm fo^ 

Hlg of what he considered tl™ 

. “ But this step our heroes dl 
the enem/s distress, and gavP^ 

, desire, in’ Order to recoUect 
reproves those who would like to h^!l«HiiV|B|ini^ 
behalf of the sick by the reminder that • tftoauthorities 
fluenced by the comfortable knowledge that “ thyi who died went " . 
to a better place, and those who survived were tt- more 
maintained. ' His airy genertilization.s on (xiints of trategy, 
his imputation of improbable nnitives foster the infererts that hiSi' 
knowledge was derived from idR; tittle-tattle, and that his'Otit>^ 
was that of a man who loathed the task on which he was ^ 
ployed. Of Porto liello Smollett say.-,; " ft w'as an exploit whion 
was magnified much above merit.” When he adds that 
afterwards " performed nothing worthy of the reputation he Sen 
acquired, and the people began to perceive that they had mistakh* 
his character,” it i.s difficult to escape the conclusion that 
mahee of 1 oby has resulted in the permanent defamation of tft 
subject of his gibes. 

It was not until the beginning of 1741 that Sir Chaloner 
jonied forces with Vernon at Jamaida. He brought the Admind ' 

c Cathcart had fallen sick at Dominiau* 

and died of dysentery. The loss was irreparable. Not only dW 
he expeuition lose the invaluable services of a trusty soldier, 
bu the command of the army fell to General Wentworth whose 
dl atorine^ and indecision roused in the Admiral's breast a wrath- 
u impatience that was justifiable, but hardly calculated to 
improve matters. -The Adm'iral and General," writes 
‘contracted a hearty contempt for each other, and took ^jS > 
pprtunhies of expressing their mutual dislike; and ea4 

E;LT.L'Lr..tr“ 

.aploit ijSs, a,«l ,ke fac, and laixw cittln AnttrietP^ft 

Catthagehl, as a port, was the complement of ■ 


west, 

able by reason of a 
jfo the ^outh of the citi, 
^evi a spiendkl harbour more fhari 
entrance is at th^i south-we^ oomer, 
s'kra'Hi^s, whh allows but a single ship to esiito at a 
time, has earned, Jr it the name of the Boca Chica, Ot JJttle 
Mouth. Wher Vernon arrived in the early days of March, 


1741, the B:;a Chica was splendidly guarded. On the northern 
aide was Splendid fort of eighty guns** which might have been 
I thaintaj^ by resolute men till the day of judgment.*’ This 
pf Strength had ministering redoubts, christened after Saint 
0p\ilip and Saint James, \riih twenty-$ix guns. more. On the 
l^^posite side of the channel a fortress of twenty guns and anoter 
important were danked by the batteries of Fort Sa^int Joseph, 
^ lich lay on an islet commanding the •* mouth.’* From the isl^ 
f0;boom had been constructed to connect it with the northerit 
'Stress, and behind the boom four warships mounted guAtd 
yhese formidable bulwarks barred the approach to an ou||j^ 
iaarbour whose magnificent proportions found contrast witkii^i 


4 inner haven inaccessible to larger ships on account of its shoals* 
" The passage-way to the inner harbour was protected on the sea 
t side by the Castillo Grande mounting sixty guns, by a comi^nion 


battery on the opposite shore, and by two warships. The town 

itself was heavily fortified, and at a little distance 

east the fort of San Lazar enabled the Spaniards %o enfilade a 


force attacking the town from the sea. 

As the affair at (^arthagena w^as unworthy of Vernon*s reputa- 
tion/* and led |x;ople “ to perceive that they had ndstaken his 
character,” it will not be necessary to describe in* detail what he 
did. Suffice it to say that pounded to pieces the redoubts of 
Saint j'failip jpd Saiut James ; in^ conjunction vrith the at^y as- 
saulted th*e grt^at Boca (^hica Castle, onlf to find himself jjafxposed 
to a fire from the opposite shore ; turned his 
op{X)site shore, and demolished its batteries; captured wjfejtjt 
fort of Saint JosCph ; received the surrender of 
broke the boom ; captured or wiik the warships ; » 

captured the CastUlo Grande ; the ' 

■f^ittendant obstacles; 





sutiAiter y^sek ; 
vrtiich en|bl€d..it to 
■Sarj 1^4irl These uhcpnsiderS^ 
truthful wigjrds which grace his monloieistiF 





A/ jf. . j 



Carthaokma 


he conqueie^ as iar as n 
■/It is .«;;-,aeiessafy ^^/'iikparagenii^ 




SE^1CIN< 

man ipt ih emergency. ^ 
indiscriminate shafts ali^jK 
our renowned General 
approach it in form, or 
arms, 1 shall not determlK 


; OF BRITAIN V 

Ifa^nkerous Toby w^ho leV|ls his 
RS^id unjust, remarks: ^*Wh<sther 
K' in bis army who knef how to. 


approach it in form, or ^MBHpfsted entirely to the fatjie Of hiv 
f arms, I shall not determHl^but, certain it is, a resolution was 
taken in a coui^cil of war to attack the place with musketry only. 
This was put in execution and succeeded accordingly ; the enemy 
giving them such a hearty reception that the greatest part of the 
ttemcbment took up their everlasting residence on the spot/* If 
illbe was one point on which General Wentworth was vainly 
oWinate, it ^vas the employment of artillery against Laxan 
Perhaps it would have been wiser if Vernon had humomWii him ; 
but in truth the stars iri their courses fought against Wentworth. 
Before the capture of (Castillo Grande the climate and bad pro- 
visions bad caused a ** bilious fever which raged with such violence 
that three-fourths of those it invaded died in a deplorable manner.’* 
Operations on land added terrifying numbers to the sick list, and 
the appalling mortality depressed the spirits of all. 

At the request of the General the investment of San I^a/ar wasr 
abandoned, and the troops returned to the ships. Doctor Toby 
was “ much less surprised that {Kiople should die^'On board/than 
that any should recover’’ . . : “especially as our provision con- 
sisted of putrid salt beef, to which the sailors gave the name of 
Irish horse ; sail pork of New England, whic h, though neither fish 
nor flesh, savoured of both ; bread from the same^Toiintry, 
every l?iscuit whereof, like a piece of clockwork, movecf by its own 
internal impulse occasioned by the myriads of insects that divelt 
within it ; and butter served out by the gill, that tasted like train-oil 
thickened with salt.” ’J‘he approach* of the rainy season filled the 
cup of misery to overflowing: the men died like flies, and “such 
was the econom} in some shi|ii«, that, rather than be at the trouble 
of interring tlu^^dead, the comraandfers ordered their men to throw 
their bodies overboard, many wdtbout either ballast or wiildflig- 
sheet ; so that numbers of human carcasses floated in the harbour 


until they were devoured by sharks and carrion crows.” 

Vernon was not the man to abandon an enterprise even under 
such distressing conditions. He thought it might still be pos$uble 
to take the city with the ships alone, .M>‘n/ekperimeht 
<cSihed to send onc of the, vessels enemy 'into 



VERNON • 

the inner harbour, He called for volunteers. The Gaikm'^^sifk 


manned* and warpt^d through th:^^|ws. All, however, to 
purpos0 The ship was soon her crew applied the .j 

match, and retired in the Toby laughed 

immcKlerately over this "'absurd expjpj^a^nd seeking an explam* • 
tion suggested as a possible cause ‘‘that which induced Don 
Quixote to attack the windmili.’' It is not jjerhaps suq)rising to 
find him jxjssessc^d of tht;t very information which the Admiral 
required, " for a little further to the left he might have stationed 
four or five of the largest ships abreast within pistol-shot of 
walk” ^ 

Notliing further was attempted, and when the captured WfOtlcs 
had been destroyed, the fleet with drooping hearts turned north 
again to seek the wholesome comforts of Jamaica. 


One further episode during Vernon’s West Indian command 
deserves notice, because it provides an interesting commentary on 
the operations at C'arthagena. Soon after the abandonment of 
the great attempt a descent was made on Santiago in the south east 
of Caiba. 1"he arniy still under the command of Wentworth was 
once moie safely landed ; and the fleet still under Vernon guarded 
the landing-place, blockaded Santiago, and while awaiting tbt 
arrival of the arnny amused itself by capturing prices, Aftet ^a , 
while General Wentworth returned to the ships* He had dopo 
nothing ; but he was thoroughly fatigued, unequal to further 
hardships, ahd asked to he taken away. 

In i743» fdbr years’ service, Vernon returned home. He 
received the assurance of the' Government that he retained thoh 
f undiminished regard, and in token thereof he was chosen two years 
later to command in the Cliannel during the earlier days of the 
Forty-five. He had, howevei, contracted a rather^ suiddal habit 
of pamphleteering; anef though there was much sound counsel in ' 
Some Seasonable Advice from an Honest Sailor,” and “ A Speci- 
men of Nalcad Truth from a British Sailor,” it was proffered, in 
a .shape which could not fail to offend the adn^nisWicn. Thc^ 
was u|uch in the Navy that needed reform, esliecially the petition 
of the seamcm. With his })lain-spoken candor, his cohshJfaing 
haste and sterling honesty, Vernon could nj^tStand by"^ 





;«#|': ,MS- sea. kings .of ]|RITAf?^ •' , . ■", • 

silent jnl^nity, .ft is' Jt® 'l>e ho^ that hiS criticisni avro&tf the 
official coi^sd&Tce, arid iccelefratad arnenditjem, for it eiided hiv 
« service career* ' ' ' '^'-' 

Baffied by his coadJntd^Bl^ed by those he had served* Edward 
* Vernon retired ** without ^ce or title ** into an oblivion which 
has shrouded the latter days of many another great wan. . But if 
human appreciation failed and the Admiral himself was forgotten 
the nickname which symboli;ted the aficction of his men bad 
af^i^!ady become part of the English language. The familiar word 
has been unconsciously treasured 6ver since, and loses no |x>Ttjori 
of itS' popularity. ‘ | 

It must be understood that the '’Admiral lived in day« prior to 
the adoption of a naval uniform. It was open to all oificek to 
give rein to their fancy in matters of garb, and Toby 
gives an amusing account of the second captain under whom he 
served. Captain Oahim, his first commander, w^s ;i;tdrri!>1e 
martinet. Captain Whiffle ** appeared in everything the reverse.” 
He “a tall thin, young man, dressed in this manner^? a whitd 
hat, garnished with a red feather, adorned his head, frpfc whenou 
his hair flowed upon his shoulders in ringlets, tied hjbbind wijth' a 
ribbon. His coat, consisting of pink-coloured silk lined with 
white, by the elegance of the cut retired backward, as it were, to 
discover a white satin waistcoat embroidered with gold, unbuttoned 
in the ut)|Xir part to dis{>Iay a brooch set with garnets, that glittered 
in the breast of his shirt, which was of the finest canibnc, edged 
with rich Mechlin. I'he knees of his crimson vem*t breeches 
scarcc'ly descended so low as to meet his silk stockings* which rose 
without spot or w’rinkle (in bis me^re legs, from shoes of blue 
Merofjuin, studded with diamond buckles*. . . An amber headed 
cane hung (Singling from his wrist But the most remarkable" 
part of his furniture were, a ntlsk on his face, and white glov( 3 » on 
^ his bands.*’ * ^ , 

\ ' ’ . ' ' ' ' - . ' 

* That Smollett’s highly coloured fashion'pUte is not altogether iiiii^nary 
is home out by an authoritative writer who deebtes that the beau in ^UcstiOti, 
qp anbing athis #ia%n in the VV. Indies, reported himaidf to the Coimaander- 
in-Chief in an ariay which would have done credit to themodt eisquisite atjd . 
perfumed macaroni. Vernon received him in a costume whith 
be flAttery to describe as neghffL Taken ^somewhat aback by the appearance 
visitor he hastily slipped on bis wig, ati4 eoiquired to what foe owed the 
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Adtmiral Vemott; 'preferred e'^laia 
Hc^W his ^lull In' a serviceabte 'material tjornposefti;'^ 

Bilk an# Itnpwn by the nan>e of ^dgram.. . <^: 

(Jrogram, ftt^^|gesting t\m\{ to the wits of Ihe foVsle*'quiriily ;|^'taj^ 
place tnOl# Grog, andthii unceremonious appellation clung tpf lb# 
Admiral 4S l^g m he |Wced the quarter-deck, Every^\ni^ &^ 
concerned t^e welfare of the sailors commanded *his immedi^ 
aUtmtion, He lamented their hard-drinking as much aef lie re- 
gretted the .Hieed of the Ptes? (Jang. In the interest 0t|h^ 
he dosed the seamen mm wnth a wholesome addition of 
The beverage thus concocted received from the drfn^^rt|l^ 
Admiral’s sobriquet, and, Grog it has remained 
day to this. ^ 

Edward Vernon, deemed in his life unworthy of reward, fiilty 
deserves to be enshrined in the national remembrance 
the best and the* bravest of herqes. He has long borne |heburd^ 
of another’s fault ; he has long suflered from the spitfe ot % 
malicious genius who lived too near the events which he described 
to arrive at an impartial verdict. If by the injudicious exptes^^i 
of his own opinion Vernon himself contributed to the ckuses dl 
his own downfall, let it be remembered that he was prompted 
a desire to convince his country “ that everything depends on oft 
superiority at sea, and this we stand in danger of losing whep jgji^ 
fail to retain the affection of oUr seamen.” 


pleasure ol the call. On learning hfc exclaimed, ** Gid vso, 1 thua||llt yfa 
for sure a dancmg mabter/' The bt<>ry, if true, speaks voliirpea im'mf 
which Vernon added to the number of lus enemies. ' ^ 



ANSON 

BORN 1697 — niED 1762 

( “^ EORGE ANSON came of a Staffordshire family that 
Jf numbered among its connections a famous counsel who 
won renown in the Sacheverell trial and afterwards became Lord 
Macclesfield and Chancellor of England, (njorge entered the 
service of his country in 1 7 1 2. All the exciting events of tire 
Spanish Succession were over, and for the most part the early 
career of the great ^Admiral was cast in the thirty years of peac<* 
that separated the Jacobite risings. But when he was twenty-ope^ 
fortune carried him into a batde of first-class celebrity, as WTlcOfUe 
as it was isolated- , 

Jn addition to the Netherlands the Peace of Utrecht gave the 
Empt?ror Naples and the island of Sardinia. The Emperor had 
a mind to exchange Sardinia for the island of Sicily whidr had 
been handed to the Duke of Savoy : Sicily occupyd a mOre 
commanding position and w’^ould round off his Italian possessions. 
Meanwhile Philip V, the French-born King of Spain, had fourth 
a dii^ioterested and highly capable «mimster who refonp^ the 
whole government of the smte, reorganized the finances, reyivod 
the army, and daily insisted that the land of the Philips mmcrr- 
create a navy or perish. Spain ipse again from the ashes pf 
her dead past Just as the Emperor*s project came to a heid. 

The Emperoi^s' device was a treaty violation, and Philip V 
thought that if any One were to transgfess in the mattSf, he had 
priority of right, 4 )t‘<^use the lands in dispute had alF till hjc^ently 
belonged to Spain. He therefore took {possession of Sardfriia, and 
tp Sicily an army of 30,006; men accom|>anied by a of 

large .ships and as m^lny smalF ones. A landing wasf iuade 



' f' 

i4 Palerwo, cttpital, and when ftildwiwi feil*' 
against Mes4na> *» the stiaiis of the samemBM 

THE battle of CAPE PASSAEO 

t 

July 3Jft ^ 

By the Very promptitude of his action Philip V 
inifimty upon himseU* and brought into the field against hltni^fC 
the other signatories to th(^ terms of Utrecht To thd 
Englishman he apfieared lawlessly intent on grasping %<?k 
ancient possessions of Spain wh^n Europe had her eyes averhfed- 
England at once sent out a fleet under Sir George Byng, who ba<| 
received a knighthood for his share in the capture of Gibr^dtar* 
,md a baronetcy for his services upon the sea in the crisis of JJlS* 
His orcfers were to see that the Spaniards did not make illegal 
seizure of Sicil). The Admiral could not drive 30,000 soldiers 
from the walls of Messina , but the presence of the hostikj fleet 
gave him |X)wer, and he demanded a two months* armistice. When 
this was refused, he stood to the south and treated the Spanihtd^ 
as imceremoniously as Tromp had done m 1639. 

With his flag in the Bar/ieu/^ Byng bad under his orders 
twenty-one ships of the line. These not only outnumbered tb<^ir 
opponents, but in the matter of armament and tonnage were fe 
tvery respect superior. did not therefore put himself to 
trouble of filming the orthodox line, but ordered a general chaise J 
and when he saw that the smaller ships of the enemy were ninnirig 
inshore, he detached Captain Walton with seven ships to piir$tie 
and disappoint them. Of the Spanish* vessels, great and 
Sir Geoige burnt one and captured no less than fourteen^ incind* 
ing the fiag.ship of Admiral Casta^eta. Anson, who 
as lieutenant in the Mon/a,^f^$h 8 ired in the glory of (Jay 
in the capture of the ; but it mu$t be tddM thfil:' 

great result was achieved with the minimum of 
expenditure of blood, | ^ f ^ \ V 

The hero of the battle was the com*uan4eid#*tiie 
whom ^ir George sent to pouho^ tlpon 
‘Captain Walton took one ship of 6a gUn^ bS Of 
and one Of H : he burnt one of 54^ two ol ohe 




' '‘sea ' ■■ ■"■'#; 

fiii^hip, md two Ha:^^ done »b%e ioditea 

/ vtjje &;!lowfttg,:^~- , ’’ V; *> ■■ "j ’' ', ' ' 

Abwmt- Sia:''GKp»G]K,’‘BTO.G; ’; 

<. CANTEaaVKT, 6 fJ>^ SVRACO«E, |;718. 

^ Sir*--- ‘ ' ' 

W« hav<^ tal^n and di^troyed all the Spaniah and veaae*« 
which were upon thife coast, the numW as per margin. w; 

I am,^c., 

Georoe Walton. 

Thts*:j^stle has been cited time and again as a model of 
bwjonic ^d pithy conciseness.* 

Tiyenty-six vessels in all were^hcoounted for. " Tb^, Sicilian 
matter was finished at a single blow, and Sir George rei^ived an 
ovation bn his return. He was raised to the peerage aS'^ViscourU 
Torrington, and was given by his sovereign a rich dtohond Hng 
as a mark of his personal esteem^f il ® 

’ f' ' '■/ 

Five years after Passaro, Anson received command of. h|« jfi|||f; 

shifi^ It has l)een whispered tliat this preferment may be trattaed 
to tfo good oUces of Lord Macclesfield. If this he so, jjiien 
the cbmitry ts indebted to the Chancellor for an bn wilting win 
of highest usefulness. From ’'1724 to 173^ Captain Ajjfen was 
engaged almost continuously in watchiftg’ the interests of , the 
southern colonies of British North America. This gave him ap 
unexampled op[K>rtunity of observing and studying the question 
which brought to a close the long period of peace. This sirig^ct 
him out for an independent command against the Spanish in 
America when the of Jenkins’ Ear broke out. ; 

It was at first pmposeli that he ’should attack Panama frdjm 
the sea with the idea of joining hands with Verhoit >eroSs fh 


* It h a sjjame to spoil a good bat Captain Walton really wrote quite 
a long letter whkh suffered curtailfnent at the bands of an vinecRU|Uilotis 

editorv“^’. 

t^ieily and Sardinia were exr hanged aftei all. The Empemr converted 
his possessions south of the P;ipal States into the Kingdom <rf/the Two 
Sicipes, and the orffe ti«rke Dukei. of Savoy became Kings of Sardfnii*.. Wheu, 
however*^ WarW the Polish f^uccesston btoke otttf 1733-35}, iindthe 
, Kings of^?rance and Spain baned their differenceain a the' 

’ Kingdom of the Two Sicilies was wrested iriCMtt the Uj 

i^^^Tles, the third 8(m of Philip V. 



country was hardly fdr,8i#(^ 

'cfperalioM alcHt .her sl]|mbenancl 

ms not birii^ to him till June, 1740, by which 
nient the situation had modified the original. scheme. 
ms at the height of his success, Porto Bello had falfen-V 
was a prospect that all Spanish America would in a 
pass into the hands of the British, and the one ftting 
seemed the proper reinforcement of invincible Vernon, , 

The raid on the Pacific was not for that reason 
aband?hied. ' Drake had commenced operations at the fetbmn^ 
Darien, and followed them up by a voyage to the Pacific. VdniiblSK^ 


had repeated his isthmian exploits: Anson Avas instmef^'^ 
work the Spaniards all the mischief lie was able by 
towns of Western South America and raj)turing the vessels & ? 4 l 4 v 


southopi sea. • 

P'or this piirjibse he had assigned to him 
shi|>s and some 1,500 men. 


squadron of 


Centurion (Commodore*) . 

. . 60 giins^ 

506 men 

Gloucester 

. 5^^ »» 

374 


Severn .... 

.5^ »» , 

300 


Pearl . 

. I* 

250 

« .V-*! 

Wager «... 

. . 28 „ 

160 


Trial .... 

. * . 8 „ 

$X H 


VictuallcrK, Anna 

and Industry. 

1 

;V • S-; 


T^JE VOYAGE OF CIRCUMNAVIGATION. 
Skptembkr, 1740, TO June, 1744 

Yet over wind and wave he had his will ■'% . ; ; 

Blistered^ and buffeted, un baffled still. " . 


Who hath so suffered, gr so far hath sailed, ’ 

So much encountered, and so little quailed J •; > 




'ks 

■ '-M 


Prom Jbe very outset mi-sfortune . marfa 
pursued it relentlessly, 
com^imot} he found himself .shdrt df '3 
stnu-tedl to {»|ck them up « Pi^smouth }. j 

thirty . pf|^m ■'^p htiii' 




• IJS.' SEA . QF ^^IlTAIN ^ 

, * . . -f *“* "y ^ ' 

remainder we're neyt^ijprovided. His commission iilso 
him an army ; but in «bi thereof there were told off 500 ‘ 

btjen ihvalided from the ranks» and w;ere rt^^ceiving outdoor 
relief from Chelsea Hospital Of this galiarit hut unw’illing band 
^ no more than came aboard, and they canic only because 
(tmlikfe <the‘ happier minority) they were not in a position to*iWse 
their legs in order to escape. Most of these wretched invalids 
were over sixty years of age, some had passed Hevetuy. and one 
poor decrepit old crc^ature had been grievously wounded in the 
Battle of the Boyne. To replace the fugitives, the disCi'acted 
Commodore received 210 Marine recruits, raw and inefficient, 
scarctdy able to handle a musket. 4 ie naturally entered a prot<2st 
against handicaps .so grave, bu. in the mutter of the military 
even the First Lord was |>owerless to help.. 

It was on 18th S<‘ptember, 1740, that the 1 it tle^ squadron^ rather 
dismally set sail Five weeks later they di:of>ped anchor at 
Madeira where the Governor proved hospitable and communiat- 
tive. He told them ih(‘ Spaniards had sent f<uih a fleet for their 
de^^tion under fton Josd Pizarro. VVelconu' or not, this infor- 
mation cannot have .surprised the Commodore, fc>r the conspiracy 
of events which had delayed his start gave his erieffiies ample op- 
portunity to discover his destination. In fact a week before his 
departure he had listened to the details of his own expeditioii horn 
a home-returned traveller who had heard them all on the shores 
of the Pacific. 

Don je^^, rnanfully intent ujjon his business, had ind«»ed set oip, 
and in the opening days of 1741 turned into the River Plate to 
re-provision. Long l>efore this process was complete he.heiird to 
his annoyance that the cur?ied English wcr<si in^arer than he sup- 
posed. With commissariat neglected, he set out at once lo reach 
the Pacific before the inva<ler.# In attempting to weather Cape 
Horn he was tossed about the barrdh acres of foam. 
were scattered ; fwo were cast away, and the 4 iattete:d temria|<i?’:weirc 
hurled back, and after enduring the agonwing pangs of limine, 

* picked up again their moorings in the Plate. Had the Kngtiahmcn 
been able to gue^^ tke adventures of Don Jos 4 their minds would 
have been u lieved ot a burden, of aiixi^y ; but the menawEtJ of his 
jjroxinuty was ever with them to aggravate tbeir-dispres^. ; 

Cmturnm and her consorts mado thdr dm tbc 
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Brazil at the island of Santa CH'<^rfna* t’ke 
this’' Friendly little spot proved doubly aifractive #iat Chri»|l$ll^ 

1 740, for already then; had appeared in the fleet the 
of a fell disease which by its ravages aloite would haw’' 

}ourney memorable. While the mvaH<|k, wem reijtov^l^" 
for* health ashore, the ships were aft subjected to* a ffllOII ^ 
cleansing the decks were scraped, the vessels smdked helow^ 

<‘veiy part washed with ^vinegar As nothing seemed more WflWtl ' 
than rough weather ahead, die sides were caulked* the UllW# 
setureh, and the rigging overhauled 

[1741] It was the approa( i. of the English that dirove Don 
from the Plate As he left liw nos Ayres regretfully behind hinii 
Anson also turned his ships towards the south He soon fouild 
hinistlf harried by storm “fiends . and though the sulfer^d 

little d|s( omrort,®the Trm/ lost her mainmast, and the whole^^ 
ptdition till the Lnd of Ptbiuar) was detJSned in the port oT St# 
}ulian On 6th March the threau ning snowclad peaks of Twtft 
del Fuigo told the manners that they were approaching the Strait® 
of Lc Maire which separate Staten Island from the mamlimd, 
Oreater part of the night was employed in bending neiiiAiailf tn 
the yards The morning sky wore a pleasant face and mduccd i 
ieelmg of ( heer fulness m all Some began to scorn the pionecri^ 
who had brought houK buch woful tales of the wuckedne®^ of 
Horn, and attributed their ttrrors and misfortunes to a vrant ipf 
skill rather than to any excessive inclemency of the tJmtirmta, ^ 
These camibrtable reflections were quickly diapersed# TbiC 
ships were not yet through the Straits when the heavens blackened 
and blotted out the light For a time it seemed that tht 
and the victuallers must safer wreck «upon the rocks of SkaWtt 
Island , but at length the open sea was reached and the 
were dancing as helplessly as the £i||len leaves with 
ing At first it was only possible to scud to the eastward 
shrieking fury of the btest When the gale showed any 
the vessels struggled to the west ; but the stibdddhee M 
proved the harbinger of fb^ whtch threatened to separate * 

still mote eflectustlly. Storm succeeded storm .jarfd in 
the tempest g 4 thered strong. Hail, sleet ^id snow w*hipj^ t|he' 
mminets with merciless in®i®tence, l^d the^ 
the mo^t willing h^nds* Svery mm 
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' ■ -Icrtig, be^'fi&'Wn 'an^ f 

like a s|^t of oBresisdi^ caJite. “ 

.drive dni^ bare poles till the wj^i ^ 

sore beiBet the squadron still kept , logetfaCT, drii 
flotsam oh the waves. 

When the storm dropped, and hands were buSy 
sails aed repairing the rigging, a reckoning wa.s taken, and to , 
surprise cif all it was discovered that the squadron was j 

than west of the most westerly point of Tieita d^l 
The Straits of Le Maire had been passed on ytb March, . 
now 13th April. There had. been intervals of cairn, but hard% , 
sufficient [it was thought] to make such westing- With & joyliil 
heart the vessels turned to the north. The mist still obscured 
horizon, but wlitil matter I The goal was won. Thirty-six hours 
later the weather cleared, and the uplifting veil revealed the horrify- 
ing sight of a green and greedy shore under their lee, less than 
a league away. In the very nick of time the wind shifted, to 
north-west, and the disappointed seamen turned again to the south, 
to the hurricane zone and the mountain waves, ' /; 

In the second encounter the brave little band were scattered and 
met with varying adventures. The Severn and the Peari wei¥!; 
driven eastward round the Horn, and took no further part il>^;the ' 
quest. The IVa^er took the ground in the (Julf of 
became a total wreck. The crew mutinied and fot^d ibeit : 
in the long-boat to Brazil. The captain and a few loyal hearty 
after suffering incredible mishaps, at last reached the' fsland/Of ’ 
Chiloe. An account of their adventures may be found m the pages ; 
of John Byron, who at th(vtimc of the shipweek was serving 
the Wager as a midsliipman. He lived to attain celebrity as 
Admiral, and bequeathed his literary ability to the author of 
Juan and Childe Harold* « ' 

The Centurion haying weathered the Hortik* a second 
struggled gamely northwards, ever pursued by 
threaten^ to dash her eon the coast, .- 
jefforts to gain an adequate maigia Of a 
UtftiwJe of Juair Fernandes was reached;^ 

, ' * His 

■ •, f 
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f iKland nowhere to be seen/^The C5ttwji>odore declaitd he 
'[' 1 glimmer in the western haxe ; but the reat were mcreduloiilf 
and persuaded hinji to run eastwards along the pamllel Two 
‘ days* sailing brought them within view of the inhospitable coast 
- s^d the gaui^ grey heights of the Cordilleras. Sadly th<^ retraced 
their steps. ""The wind mocked them ; and the lost leagues were 
re<;laiined with difficulty in nine long days. 

Under normal conditions this delay would hardly qall for 
mention, but the water was almost exhausted and the ship was 
suffering from an attack of scurvy unparalleled in the record'\>f the 


sea. 

Scurvy is a disease which attacks the badly-fed army and 
siege-straitened garrison just as surely as the sailors on an 
time cruise. lo-day, when the cure is well known» there are many 
naval surgeons who have never met a case; but ii is still common 
in the poorer quarters of large towns. The seamen of Anson^s 
^ day, ignorant of its cause# regarded the malady with superstij^pn* 
The symptoms excuse them. 

The sufferer (rom scurvy is overcome by lethargy and uni^orited 
d^ression. He has no spirit left in him. He daily; bi^corto 
more weak and daily more timorous. His blood declines at first 
to act in the normal way, and |f no change for the bethsy auper- 
venes, it then begins 'to act abnormally. The patient already faint 
and dizzy is subjected to nose-bleeding ; other forms of hctrioi:- 
rhage rob him of the last relics of hi.s strength ; and his limbs, 
no longer aole to perform their functions, are discoloured m by 
bruises though none have been inflicted The remedies are 
simple: fresh air, plenty of fresh water, fruit, the more stcid the 
better, flesh foods, and vegetables, ab®ve all^ potatoes. These are 
of course unobtainable in ships long from harbour oh a fock- 
bound coast in distant seas.^ ^ 

On board the Centurion the rawage.s of the disease were at- 
tended by curious accomi>animents. In ^ome, who beep 
wounded years before, the wound reappeared, reopened ^n4 hied 

There k anoth^ cure, effective, easily carried, and discovered a ijentury 
it»efdre the <5kUecl. Unfortunately the efficacy of lime-juice or 

, leaiianquicc as a potent antidote had not received outvemai recognition in 
«74o, s^d was not in general use among His Majesty*# idites tiU the of 
Admiral Rodney, . / X r- ,* u : 
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it afresh ; while broken bones, long healed, were newly fractilire^!. 
Many reclining in their hammocks would revive' in spirit some- 
what , but moved to another part of the ship, died imjcnediat^iL^ 
Some in the mere act of descending from their hammocks 
ere they reached the deck, and others w'ould appear well eoot^h ' ^ 
to resume their work, only to drop lifeless as thi5y stood before^ 
the mast All the patients alike were afflicted with white-lipped 
terror S,nd the sick-child’s plaintiveness. ■ 

Its presence directly after the passage of 
Le Maire. Its victiins, crying for quiet and craving for attention^ 
were pillowed in the hurricane, and perforce bereft of kituHy 
minislratfons. Little wonder’ if the rate of mortality sickened 
the boldest. Of the Centurion' s original 506, 292 had been com- 
mitted to the deep, and the remilkmng 200 w^ere all more or less 
affected. Had it not been for the officers, who suffered less and 
lent a willing hand, Juan Fernandez would never have been 
reached at all. 

This small island, more than 400 miles from^the coast of Chile, 
was discovered by the Spaniard whose name it bears before ? the i 
time of Drake, ^ but was not yet settled or inhabited The Buc- * 
cancers had welcomed the .spot as a base 'of oi>erations against 
*Spain, and here in the early dayjf of the eighteenth centur)^ the 
famous Alexander Selkirk was marooned and remained ** monarch 
of all he surveyed” until he was rescued in the year of Mai- 
plaquet.* 

Juan Foi'nandez is of volcanic origin and very fertile. Ijs l»kh.' 
hills are a refuge for innumerable wild goats, and the lower 
slopes dad with tree ferns are infested^th pigs. All fruits and ' 
vegetables grow well, wjd the waters abound in fish. It is easy to 
imagine the delight of the poor mariners on first skbtitur such a 
paradise It is pthctic to le^arn that those who got ashore fitst' ' 
hurr.^ back to the ship with a boat-load of grass thicB they knew > 
wou d prove welcome. “To enhance the p!«isura of her 

was able to welcome the little ‘ ‘ ‘ - 1 

the same day. To the Commodore’s ehq 
returned answer that of his 8o men the' 
himself and four others alone w'ere able tO 

* Debe places RebinKM Crusoe’s ide ob the oHi 
mouth of the Ofinoco. 


an had. 
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.■;<3^i&''late tbe Trii/'ledth€Comr!i&dor^s’:i^/h^ 

er<£'lbt)g the'l^i^nidfer. df his sqmdron 'might also find ike k^ftd* 

. There wem of^ot»^rse excellent reasons why the Severn, the Pmri 
and the ' il^uld not do so ; but Anson knew no more of 
their ,movefh€nti§/'dian he did of Pizarro*s. He was still by ho 
means fre^i.ltoin anxiety about the Spaniards. It was well known 
that the Pacific merchantmen avoided Juan Fernandez as the 
haunt of Buccaneers, yet the remains of camp-fires and other 
teir^^/pointed to a recent .^yisitation. It would be unpleasant to , 
be caught at such a moment, wh^n it was impossible to liran thfc 
guns bt' nafigate the ships. ■ ^ ‘ ^ 

Pending further arrivals, all were fully occupied in md^ihg ttie 
sick ashore. Most of the |>arients were so ill that there wig 
nothing to be done but to Icyer them to the boats as tbey%y 
in their hammocks. Even so many died Jrom mere dixcjotnfoit* 
The task was difficuH: because strong arms were few : its acepm- 
plishuient gives an insight into that influence which it is well 
known that Ansop exerted over his sailors. He not only conu» 
manded his officers one aitd all to ^assist in the work, hut himself 
cheerfully took a part as sick attendant and lavished upon his 
men a tenderness which they repaid wit^ idolatry/ The laifdeters 
were disappointed at the numbierof goats brought in, but receive^ 
several of those which Robinson Crusoe had caught and released 
with distinguishing ear-slits ; one of them, an animal of most 
venerable aspect, with an exceeding majestic beard. Seals and 
st^adions proved plentiful, and added variety to the nidhu in which 
they figured as mutton and beef. 

On jist June the look-outs discovered a sail on the horikbn ; 
but the mist cut her off, and nothing more^ was seen of her till the 
a6th when she w^as recognized as the Gioucester, Anson# guess- 
ing the cause of her tardy apf^roacit, sent a boat laden with water 
and provi?iion^ The new-comer w'as in a far more ,de»};>erate 
plight than the C :nf.urum bad been. Two-thirds of her crew 
were already dead, and of the survivors not a soul ODulS stand 
except the o%ers. Even when she had receive^ help the 
Glmmter could not reach the haven ; and th|e wipji proving 
contrary, instead of making headway drifted farther Oui to sea. 

9th July, nineteen days after her ftrst appearance# she dis* 
lllpeared altogethet# and the anxious watch<^"'0tt t|4.beadi''gave 



her up s!& lost" A week later she 
sign^' 'of distress received frohi the synipath^tic 
last of his i^recious boats with a freight of willing bat 
kneed helots. Finally, on the 23rd July, niore, 

'• after her fitst appearance, the poor plague-stricken 
the anchorage. It is difficult tp im^ne an^ 
heart-wrenching than this vain effort to rcadi a cOy^^t,^^d’-' 
visible haven. 

Every endeavour was now made for the general recotr^j.tpf;^' 
health.'*' Though there was much that wanted doing in die 
free permission to camp where they liked was given to the iii^ 
and just as the island flesli'-pots began to pall, one of; 
victuallers reached the anchorage with welcome stores of bread! 


and biscuit. 

As soon as they recovered, the invalids came briskly baejt-td ?• 
work, but they were a tragic little band. Of the 961 
had left England, no less than 626 had been cifted to their lifesl''. 
account. No one could censure Anson if he hastened to cai^ 
home the -sorry remnant.s of Iris fruitless expedition. But die': 
Commodore, knew not what it was to flinch. 

By September the last traces of disease had di.sappeared, and 
under the genial smile and cheery 'encouragement of their leai^ 
the men were ready for anything. Opportunely a sail appew^ 
and the Centurion, feebly manned as she was, gave chase. ^ 1 ^ 
quarry escaped, but the. Centurion discovered a second and ilci%i$e 
an easy capture. The Nucstra Senora del Monte Carmelo had^ it ’ 
cargo of cloth, some trunks of WTOught plate, and twenty-|ii]^; 
chests of silver each weighing 200 pounds. H«r ; 

ished at the kindly eqterlaiftment of their captor^ regaled tbjE! 
Cornmodwe w'ith news of interest. They told him of PiaaJris^a.! 


misadventure ; they told him how » second squadom, equit^md mi' 

Lima, bad stretched between *Concepcion .and Juan 

with intent to intercept* him, and from therlatn^ pUwsh hadi' ^^ f. 

ix^n. recalled as recently as 6th June. he listdQ^.; Aai^|ji^ 

realized %e meaning of the canqu^ffres md foufadji 

remembi^ted how he bad reached the 

2ffth.''May only to eitibat'k off. an ihvdM|M^- 

lamnlat^, ' he blessed heaven ft^ a. m'tt«cydaAd|lviaa^^ 

h,; 
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%thsLi convinced of his destnwJtion, had laid up their 

wf^shSps and renKw their embargo or> Pacific sthippitig. Once^^ 
^.v, more the galleons plied from j^rt to })Ort with childUt^ laith in^ 
their security. 

• * All this Was li}ce fiew Blood to the Comfcodore, and he olrdered 
fleet tp disperse in search of prey. 

7 'he Centurion hunted in company with her prixe which Anson 
under the. charge of Lieutenant Philip Saumarez. After a 
while they sijghted two sails which on closer acquaintance proved 
to be the Trials proud as a bantam, with the Arraniazu in 
shackles at her side. The Spaniards incredulous that such a 
tiny craft could ever have weathcTcd the Horn, bad yet sur* 
rendered to her sna[>py little ordnance. But the had 

fought her last, fight. She had sprung her mainmast apd her 
foremast ; and Anson ordered Captain Saundefs to scutll^ heir» 
and man the Armnmzu, re-named the Triafs prm^ out qfirbich 
he had obtained ;*f5,ooo. The three ships now* sailed.'lfi com- 
pany northwards to pick up the Gloucester. On th<J-"way the 
Centurion swooped down on the Santa Teresa de J^us whi< h 
was found to contain a valuable cargo but littW plate. The 
Ghmeeskr had been ordered to take a position som%wher^ between 
Lima and Panama, while the « others cruised tiietween Lima and 
Valparaiso. As the augmented squadron apf>roarhed the neigh- 
bourhood of Ibiyta they sighted another prize which Lieutenant 
Brett captuied almost single-handed in the* Centurion's baigc- 
She was dccp-laden with steel, iron, waix, fK‘.p|:>cr, oedar^planks, 
snuff, rosaries, Iiuro{>ean bale-goods, {x)wder-blue, cinnitmbn and 
Romish indulgences. From this universal provider Anson 
learned that Payta was well worth visit, ;iind he determined the 
same evening to deliver an attack. [November, 1741.] 

Payta was little more tfaam an assemblage of leaf-tbatched 
bungalows^ in a barrel and dry laifd where no rain ever lell It 
had, however, a useful anchorage ; and to the Spaniards etigaged 
in the long journey from Lima to Parrama it .seemed worth while 
to establish there a base of .supplies and a fort of eight guns to 
protect them. By^a promise to release his prisemers in the event 
of success, An.son obtained two truKty guides, He then «declt*d 
a litfie band of sixty men with Lieutenant Brett to command 
and sent them ashore under cover of djl^tkness* 



- ■ . -v "'o' ' ‘tv "■■''' ‘'i 'i 

The alarm ’;was quickly' raised, but fs quickly 


changed thdr manner of approa;^. With one acidt^ 


shrieked and screamed at the t6p of fliehr voices, and the 
hubbub . was further intensified by the roll of drams 
tain thoughtful members of the party had brought ’ 
I'he host of Midian was not more surprised thai\ the sle^ 
habitants of Payta. As they turned out of bed and raced? fpilf 
open without waiting even to dress themselves, they assured 
other that the countrymen of Drake, thousands in nimGd>er, V 
coming^ to eat them up. At the (iovernor’s houao isbme -brave t 
men made a show of resistance, but it was quickly Overc^niCr . 
and the holders of thelfort early discovered discretion to be 
better part of valour. Moving at wnll in an abandoned towft., 
Brett transferred the entire treasure from the Customs House and 
public buiUlingsTnto* the fort, while bis men amused themselves 
by raiding the houses for the neglected fmcry of the haJf-clad 
citizens. 

When Anson arrived in the harbour at seven o’clock in ;tbe 
morning, Brett rowed out to meet him in a boat ballasted mtii 
dollars and decorated with church plate. For the next two d&fB 
the Englishmen were engaged in rcmoving/all that was valuable^ 
and serviceable from Payta to the fteet ; 'while the enemy musteied 
their forces on the hills snarling angrily when they discovered’ tire . 
ridiculously insignificant force that had turned them out of lietMth 
and home. 'Fhough many of his prisoners were' unwilttng' to 
leave him, Anson had them all conveyed to a place of safety ; and 
then instructed Brett to anoint all but the churches with a devilish 
mixture of resin and tar. When this was , done, fire was $et to 
the windward houses j and Vith ships replenish^ in every par- 
ticular the Commodore departed on further quests, while the 
enemies of his country stood forK^rnly ga/ing at a smoul^r^ 
heap of ashes. ^ 

Shortly afterwards tlfe Centurion came up with* the 
She also had spent her lime wisely and caplured two 
The firllt declared specie to the value of the ^ 

more modest and declared a cargo of cott|p? 
crew were engaged in eatibg pigeon-pie ‘ 

remarks were not* received m 4k spirit of \ 

^ the cotton -resulted 'in the dSjStidv^y of 



richesit. affol^^Sd in 1741 ' 

'\^rt1ie A&^ujco galleon, \ \ ' :', 

"rhe Spaniards fb the Philippines collected in the . town of 
Maiiilisi all those commodities which Were most acceptable to 

• Spain ^ in the bazaars of India and the seaports of China ; spices 
of p0ttts4 sjlk goods esp^ially^ silk stockings [about 50,000 
{saiis per animnij, cali<x)es and chintiaes, porcelain, filigree, and 
other choice productions of the .metal-worker, The ship tMt 
bore this priceless cargo was oftep as large and well-armed as an 
English first-rate. She carried oh board a general who %bre IhW 
standard of Spain at the main-topgallant masthead; she caitied 
also a formidable company, somefmies as many as r,200 mep, 
seldom less than half that number. She left Manila ip July^ 
worked her way northwards into the region of the W€»terli^« 
The voyage was a long ohe, but the galleon generally 
Acapulco in the middle of January.* About mitfdle-Maroj^,, i^h 
her cargo was landed and had undergone inspection, 

• galleon laden with money set out on the return voj^agO/ hrp 
back to Manila before the end of June on thfe wings' ofythe 
easterly Trades, On the voyage from Acaphico the -^sel 
mounted all her guns:. on the way to Mexico a bulky cargo 
partlallj disarmed her, * Westward bound the galleon doubly 

^ worth capturing and doubly difficult to capture. 

[1742.] AniJon leaving Payta in November watered at 
December and regaled his men with a diet of turtle, which proved 
plehtifal and easy to cateb. On resuming the journey bad weather 
was encountered, and the latitude of Acapulco was not reached 
until ihc end of January, At first it wiis thought that the treasure” 
seeke rs had arrived in ifie nick of time^ but after tha^mg a 
prairie fire for a whole night, they discovered that the ship was 
out in her bearing; and when^n February the harbour was nmde, 
it was of ctiurse discovered that the galleon' w£is safely eittolmted'. 
From nigger -boys they learned the ordered*regularity 
Pacific trade, hitherto unknown to them, and lay in a«nbush for 


* Acapulco Isas H splendid harbour, quite the best on the Pacific coast ol 
Mexico, but the place is dreadfully unhealthy* It was pfactically ditliefted 
;$av€ fw tfie brief period when the galleon was unlading. Then the roorchan'^ 
ctmvded in born every pari of Spaniah teeric^ CO buy hp the odontal *w* 

‘ ::y ' ‘i \ . 
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■ presetted wis biwyed asrt^^^SreSS^o-s^ up6n tp£ tre^tsfe^ 

' There wfe nothing to be gained % fijithet del^# atrid *ia;5p ™ 
was rannl%, but Anson sailed to ^^eciuetari. 
fresh supplies, and fetched a resolve to cross the Paci^c 
lay the galleon on the farther side. Because the w6atb^ 

China Sea$ demanded the services of every man, land 
company waft sufficiently reduced, Anson scuttled all’ theyprijl^ji^ 
and with the Centurion and Gloucester only set sail at once.ft^t^ 
Cantoi:> River, there to refurbish and plan his ambuscade. ; 

^ 742 .] ' 

The accepted rule of the mne instructed the seafarer to cnd^' ;;. 
the Pacific along the thirteenth or fourteenth parallel in ofdj?r t 
secure the full benefit of the Trades. Pinning his faith to 
misleading theory Anson fought his w’ay into a region of cali)as>* 
which kept bin:/ [jvisoner for seven weeks.' This ivas^a seripiiftV’, 
mischance, for the ships were too crazy for a protract^ voyage^;, -f 
and once again the scurvy appeared and filled their cup Of mis^ery ; 
.. to the lirim. 'fhe Gloucester was the first to dfag. Her mainijDl^ ; 

by the board, and the Centurion stood by and helped 
^ rig up a jury. ' More precious time was lost,, At last so tired 
the weary ship that the Centurion lisid to tow her. Then? the,stOfm,[.^ 
arose and parted them. When at length it flattened the 
was at her last gasp. Her masts were past repair; there 
seven feet of water in her hold ; and her sickly company we 
in a position to man the pumps. Under the circumstances 
"was no choice, and Anson gave ©rders to remove front the < 
ship all that the Centurion could, carry, and set the bblk aft 
Of the eight ships that hud left England two yeaiB before 
now remained ihe^Centurion alone ; and she Was sb 
she had to be coaxed to float, %o pestilence-haunted that 
who had health enough to thhik imagined themselves ja thb A.I 
of a hideous nightmaise. 



Towards the end of August the wis&ed-fof 
through the haze, and the 
those thievish islands in which M^llati ' 


^ tK>rtheni sainm«r ^ 
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trui dhriittlied the I.Adton 4 . Off Tmian Ulyssei iItTid 
Ixk mucb-^ied comr;|ie$ found a Sj^niush ban|ua Hw captaio 
4 eo!ared tWt he war engaged in jerking meat for the gattison at 
®^Guam^ the largest idand in the group, and that selected by the 
Acapuko g%Ueon as her first port of call The barque was m- 
nex^; and her crew safely bestowed. ^ ^ 

Tinian was iobnd to be uninhabited , ti^^bear abundantly oranges, 
lemons, limes and breadfruit ; and to m lavishly endowed with 
fountains at which all manner of cattle quenched tbeit thirst 
The scurvy patients numbered the horrifying total of 128. Twenty* 
two died the moment they were moved ; but the rest were safely 



THE PHILIEVINES AHU LAOKOHES 


earned to the isle of rest*^ and it astonishing to see ho^v 
rapidly they mertded. An^n insisted on f)eanng bis fuH share 
in the hospijal work , but wheg all his children were canid tor, 
quite overcame at last, the gallant (Jonimodora himself gave out 
A tent was ereettd for him, and bf^wa^ by loving attentions 
nursed back to health. ^ 

Meanwhile Saumare;^ took contoand of the handful who stdl re- 
tained sufficient «trepgth to reef ||nd furl At the Contmodore^s 
direction the anchor tackle strengthened and the yards 
towered : for the tinte of the eqmnoaial gales mgb, aod the 
I Igod ship swung in m Open roadM^. 




, t'.'l • ^ i ^ 

Uhfortumitely this admirabte-foresight w^s imufficient $av^r 
the CerUiiriim from pursuing fisne«. The Surricane rose 
pitchy night i the sea boiled with r^e, tossed the l€mg;boat» whi^ 
was moore^ astern, against the Commodore's gallery, and 3as^^’^ 
it to splinters against the taffrail No bofitt could liv^in sucfr i 
sea ; and when the bewildered mariners fired guns to warn tlmse;.; 
on shore of the peril, their bright flashes paled b&fpre the 
ning, and before the thunder their voices were mute; The 
anchors parted; and though the sheet' anchor was shot out with:, 
all specjdi the ship glided swiftly Over unfathomable depths, / 

When the party on shore were able in the light of morning to , 
‘purvey the aspect of the se^ Centurion was to be found. She 
was gone ; “ to the bottom/* some said, but the Commodore said 
»io, she had parted her cables. Would she return? they asked', 
him. Of course -she would, he replied, though she would probably 
make her way to China, and keep them waiting while she refitted. 
In a moment of unbearable suspense, he rose as always to the 
occasion, and never for a moment lost his outward composure: 
He behaved to all his men like an elder brother ; calmed their 
fears, kept them amused, and insisted that the Spanish barque 
>h()uld be sawnmi two and lengthened, so they could get to 
China on their own account if th^^ Centurion loitered over long 
upon her way. Inwardly he felt an unshakable conviction that 


the last of his squadron was undernu^th the waves, arjd the , 
band about him incarcerated in a si^a^^girt prison where the Englfeh ^: 
never came* Even if the Centurion reached a friendly port, ‘ ob- ^ 
tained what she required, and came again to them, she 
unlikely to return before the Spaniards on Guam ar^ed to loO!k< 


for their furnisher of meat. After that^the galleys 1 
The weeks crept by ; one week, two, three, and still the 
modore, axe in hand, worked like Trojan at the barge, ^ if shel? 
really could carry them all to China. He put his own spirit 
every worker, though a concessiou he allowetf one or. 
the belated invalids to keep watch for the upon 
tM last tipon a red-letter day in mid-October, j^rhaps 
;day in all the cruise, one of the watchers brole 
trees, -'and panting with- excitement, ’\©xhaust(^.mth 


'ha^ gasped. out, ‘‘The Ship|~ihe 'Shipi^* - H 
^ty, '..They *^Tiek^ 
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&mt tinaf m letiOrd Idst Hi 

ill|i>|j te'toi&at b^mate cVW ^fv0rf joy. 

AM tjjif y got fete te ^feat chieejr^^ttey pvo ! teeod 

for Etiplbd, aod three ttee^ three for the 
fetet M gold ivho enslaved their wilfs and' led then^ round the 


About tfee middle -of November [ 1 ) 42 ] the arrived 

at the Portuguese settlement of Macao at the mouth of the Canton 
River, Here the weather-beaten travellers found themselves in 
the midst of friends, and received among other items of news the 
glad tidings that the Severn and th£ /^eari had won home at last, 
and not gone down off the Horn. The Commodore sent Captain 
Saunders in a Swedish ship to carry despatches to England^ and 
other officers availed themselves of permission to*accompa|iy him. 
The friendly Portuguese Were not as helpful as they desired to be, 
Ifhey purchased their own sup])hts from the Chinese, and oould 
Only advise the Commodore to do the same, pVuitleS&teerviews 


with dilatory mandarins resulted, and though hib 

temper and did he b^^st to spur the authoritiA, it wa$ not till 
April, i743» fo^it the Centurion was careened, ov^foaulad, re^tted 
and reprovisioned, 

1^743*] Delay and difficulty would have been indtenitdy pro- 
longed had his hosts been aware that Anson intended to capture 
the galloon before he left the Patnfic. Tht*ir interest m her Safety 
was second only to that of Spain, But the Commodore announced 
his intention of sailing for Batavia en rouk for Engjted,, *^he 
dwellers in Canton and Macao never for a moment doubted that 
so sorely tried a mariner Would naturally desire to retUrit feoipft! 

Anson sailed'" frOm China unsuspected. He |jt^d dp boar4 4II 
manner of coramunications Europe, but he made. foi 

the hunting ground, and annodneeft hk purpose to the; 
company, whrf i« spite of JWiry 'addi*i<ws made llacao 
numbered only as;, many of them boys. Tfeerd Ufftr# «ol wanting 
.fhose wl|p felt convinced that the Acs^aicd galMn wai 'l^r toe 
s^roiig a ship to bo approached in their preseii*. i!!On4ii|l4(i |m 1 
Ansdn was in his element combating a dlfficuH situal&ipS ife 
chaffed the discog^nted and ralli^ the dowidiearted. f 
trut., he admitted, that accordi^ the the^ 
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ISO stuongiy built that a biH^adside rebounded from her side ; 
but' he wpuldl prove such stories false. He would raserve.his fire, 
uatil he was' within pistoi-shoL; and then his cannonade would 
crash ihrbugh both the galleon's sides, instead of rolling haroili^lse " 
off one. ‘By.these and similar arts he restored confidence, and so 
thoroughly satisfied were all that, in the coming contest, Victory 
would immediately declare itself, that when Aiisdn on one oc- 
casion Squired what had become f)f the sheep he had purchased 
in Macao, his servant w^as obliged to remind him that the mutton 
was beidg saved for the night the Spanish g''n(iral dined on board. 

The Acapulco galleon touched at no port of call after leaving ; 
Mexico until she came to Guarh in the Ladrones. Hereshe tiattk 
in supplies of wood, water and other provisions, and ran to Cap^ ; 
Plspiritu Santo in Samar, of the, Philippines. Here by a systeni 
of fire signals she was warned whether or no the coast was dear, 
itoson resolved to take up his station off Cape Espiritu Santo^ 
sufficiently removed from land to disappoint the spies. Arriving 
off the headland on the last day of May he at once took in his 
topgallants, edged away from shore and waited. Meantime he 
paid special attention to an exercise which throughout the cruise' 
he had never neglected. Unceasingly he h^d his men at quarters 
and worked the guns. He made a speciality too of small-arm 
practilie, hanging a target at the yard-arm and offering rewards 
for the most successful marksmanship. 

On the last day of J une the Nuestra StTf^^ra de Cuvadtm^Q 


appeared, and the Centurion cleared for action. As she had not 
sufficient numbers adetjuately to man the guns, Anson allotted' 
two bombardiers to each for loading purposes, and subdivided 
the remainder of the t;rew lUto gangs df ten, whose business it was ^ 
to go from gun to gun, and running them out, to 'fire them, 'Phe 
use of broadiiides was precluded ;* but Anson did not regret 
for thd Spaniards had acquired a habit of dirowdng* themsdv^s 
flat oir the decks wher.* exposed: to periodic fire,*puning in their ' 
own misdrief between- whiles ; die unceasing annoyance of an 
mtermittent cannonade promised to upset their dainty habits. 
fear that the Semra might make a run for it ; was soon disf^ted 
when "she buttoned up her head-dress" an<i hove to awailit% 
anta^ist,. Seeing this Anson selected :i^hirty of ^ 
them in his tops, and .issued 
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\Vli4ia'the battle began the Cmturion^ (LiiOosing the leeward 
station to prevent her adversary’s csc.ai>e, shot past he??^^SSld lay, 

^ on the bow. This position proved singularly effective, 

for the Spaniards cotild only bring a small number of their guns to 
* bear, while 4 he width of the English ports enabled the gunners 
to train their pieces at the requisite angle. The topmen were the 
first to distinguish themselves, for their unerring aim soon emptied 
the enemy’s tops, and then made the SMora's quart.er-dec)t unin* 
habitable. Early in the fight a fire breaking out in the Spanish 
hammoi^k nets created some confusion in their ranks ; but the 
flames were at last got under — much to Anson’s relief 1 
The Si^ora mounted some 64 glins and counted on the help 
of a company that outnumbered the Cenlurioti s men by more ths-n 
two to one ; but mortality was heavy among them, and the waverers 
needed the example of Captain Montero and his gallant officers. 
Every one, however, who set foot on the Spanisl/ quarter-deck was 
instantly killed or wounded from Anson's tops; and when the 
Centurion worked her way alongside and plied her foe with grape, 
the carnage grew appalling, and the Spanish flag came down, :%%k 
Centurion, thanks to her perfect handling, lost but twenty men, of . 
whom hut two \rere kijlcd. 

As Anson received the congrUukitions of his officers, one of his 
lieutenants whispered in his ear that his own ship was «md 

the fire was near to the powder magazine, 'fhe Commodore re- 
ceived the news with a placidity wffiich suggested that the com- 
munication had reference to the mutton, or some topic even, less 
interesting. He picked out his coolest hands, gave them clear 
and rapid instructions in a collected undertone, and the fire, was 
mastered, "" ® ' 

The galleon being taken, the next tusk was to secure the plunder 
and the prisoners, both were '^Iremoved to the where 

the Commodore would have them under his own eye. Lieiiti^tant 
Saumarez was ^promoted to the command of the prize. ? Jhe 
treasure amounti'd to 1,513,843 dollars, and 35,682 ounces of 
virgin silver, Amon bimseli reckoned that during the course df 
his jotmtey h<t had despoiled his enemies of no le.ssthan a million ^ 
pounds sterling, not counting the loss sustained in the tragic end 
of Pizarro’s squadron. Of this hearty half was safely in his 
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The^i^ners as they came aboard and learheS for the first,,; 
timeipf^nsignificant trnmbers of the enemy, bhowed a dangerous^^ 
spirit, and obliged Anson to adopt measures repugnant to his*'' 
humanity. With the exception of the officers all the Spaniards^ 
, ,,were stowed away in the hold To make security dou^yly sure, the' 
hatchw^ays that led upwards to the lower deck were temporarily 
elongated to the upper deck by a wooden funnel which conveyed 
the fresh air downwards, but offered a peculiar difficulty to any 
would-be climber. Lest any, however, should dream of an ascent, 
at the of each funnel four swivel guns w'cre ready loaded ; 

and a sentry mounted guard to fire them at a moment's notice. 
Every man went armed, and so*great was the i^eril that none of the ^ 
officers undressed on turning in. The reader will not be surprised 
to hear that Anson gave up his owm cabin to the wounded Spaiiisb 
commander, nof perhaps that he stationed a sentry outside the 
door. It will easily be understood that a residence in the hold was 
something lacking in the niceties of hygiene. The marvel is that 
any of the unfortunate prisoners lived in its fetid atmosphens. 

It was remarked w-hen at last they were re]ea?»ed that they had 
certainly suffered a ^>ea -change,"^ and looked more like skeletons 
than men of flesh and blood. ^ , 

The CmturidH entered the Capton River for the second time 
towards the end of July, ller reception was not cordial The 
Chine.se were put in an awkward position. Here was a ship, mani- 
festly in good lighting trim, and her hold|«'as full of Spaniards with ' 
whom the Celestials did much trade. It was dangerous to offend 
Anson by refusing his demands ; to satisfy them would alienate 
the best of customers. Furthermore, there was much to ampM 
their suspicions in this new variety of fcreign devil Why liad He, 
not gone home according to declared intention*’? How had he 
captured all these prisoners with this ridiculous handful of men? 
If he had really conquered them, why had he not put^tbem all to 
death? Why had he omitted so obvious a detSiil? As a pt^ 
liminary feo further negotiations, they demanded the release of 
commercial allies. Anson very gladly acced^ to their wishes,, artil ! 
thereby delivered himself of an intolerable j^rfien; but 
demur, and feigned rejpet, malting his acq ^ 
for the instant satisfaction of^ his claims. 1 
and departing forgot their promises. 
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,^;;:;$EA'-X1NGS;-^F B|qyAlN,\ • •:.%, 

W hM ^^ qi»s6pn of sopp^ became ^Uiil, tod egjit' 
w«eki hAd "pMsed, and as mmy emhcissies had gdna ||;^or€i in 
vainVAnsori banded the commai^ of his ship to ** Payta 
himsdf braved the perils of a Ipmmy to Canton. Tbe: yiceray of 
course not at home ^ but in a convenient mom^t Canton 
burst into flames, and [m spite otf the idols brought, out to subdue 
them] was in danger of total (Obstruction. Anson called in the 
handy man, and by the ease with which he master*^ ^he Are 
proved bis Celestial origin. The grateful Viceroy then emerging 
assured the Commodore that even the fire brought a blessing in 
its train, for it had acquainted him of the Centurim^s arrivd in 
port, a fact of which till that very ntt>ment he had not the shalbw- 
iest intimation [!] 


The necessary orders were at length given. The .pri^'^^was 
^Id for a meagre 6,000 dollars to the merchants" of Macaq. ? The 
Centufion raised anchor at the end of the year/ spent a’^leasaht 
Easter at Cape Town, and dropped anchor at Spithead on 15th 
June, 1744, after an absence of nearly four years. • 


• "'S'j 

Anson^s voyage round the world lacks the orijginality that 
distinguished Drake’s. Though it added to British kpowl^!ge 
of the Pacific, it produced no startling geographical discovery. In 
matrial glo^^ it has been surpassed. In store Of glittering ptfee 
it m!lSt yield precedence to the pillage of Eli;!abethan days^ Yei 
it remains, and will remain, without an equal in the annab of the 
sea. Herok^ pluck, endurance, jjerseverance, seem" but. boiled 
lalidte for the virtues that Anson carried. In the blackest depths 
of adversity he never for one moment abandoned the hope of 
accomplishing his purpose. So mdtherly, was his compassion 
that he felt the death of every man as a personal loss ; But he 
turned to the survivors and iflfused new' courage into tirem by 
the intense'freality of his faith. , In" ajl points he proved hinmir 
a leader, who never turned back except to «rally the downhearted 

** Atnelancboly interest attaches to this appointiuent. Whim 
home lie asked the Ibim^ralty toebnArm hi« grant. The 
done much for national cicdiv and this o^lyjrequest*;. 

scenting an irregularity, returned an emphadc 
time they scat An«on„ himeelf to' 

; Wue. Without a moructtP# delay ;ffe« great 
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went* uni 
The tail 
if Pfliyta 
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’i. Thwjttgh st^Aijod 

'64 unrwfiied, undi^nwy« 4 . ' 

sf done to the SpaniaiNls was con^deudi^i ont 'pr&fi 
pot been sacked, even if the «nd 'l»^^^ 

sifters hail never been taken, the expedition could not flil'^ 
prove of Incomparable worth. The length of the "Vojri^e; 
divemtf <» the accidents, the pnvariom endured and the worK. 
accopipIisHe4 provided a school of seamanship without exail^^l^' ’ 
IvPever perhaps has similar venture produced sudb a shjpdlfV 
galaxy of stars.* Saunders and Saumarex, Byron, Brett, 

Hyde Parker, Denis and Caihpbell all worked their wa/ ite^: 
very top of their profession. They wrought for EngiJmd 
deeds and won illustrious fame. »''' 

» fl 

On his return home Anson found his country involved in*n^«'l 
difficulties, France bad pined Spain in opposition to her 
eneflayt and in the first great imcounter on the sea I'lnglandlS 
suffered an inglorious setback at the hands of* the allies 
pp. 195-202]. This unforeseen occuncncc led tn a chaa^.i^j 
government, and the new ministry not only advanred Anpn td 
Rear-Admiral of the White, but pvited hl^ to take A se^ *1*'^ 
Board of Admiralty.* 

From this point onwards Anson becomes opt so ' 
the principal actors in the piece, as stage, businesB ,and 
manager, Occasionally he comes forward m in the ITirst Bg., 
of Finisterre to show how things should be done; but SHf)! 
most part his voice is seldom heard, though almost 
d^nds on him, and. though to him ‘belongs so ttmkjff' 
credit for l^dly applauded performances. * 




The first year of Anson’s tenure of offipe vras one djTfti 
glooha Ojud deSpmideijcy—''' Black Friday " year, the yesfr^M; 
Fopfopoyoapd Prestonpans. From one <iuatter only ;ci|a|ie,'^| 
gleaui||cf light, which beckoned £ngU 5 hineix|to thdr.tnie 
In t|M the of the $t. Inwrence was fWE^^by tbe.^ni^^i^l 
IW| Sopt^ ,fUid NewfbundlapiS, the':dsklf 64 ^|B^ 

i actkm '^ye’ . ■’ 
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b^thican, ha^ Ix^en ceded-: at the Peace pf Utrecht; but Cape 
jBitcton Isle still blocked the way like a portcullis, and Louisburg 
was its key. The New Englanders captured Louisburg, and the 
door of Canada flpw This success was largely due to 

Captain Warren [1^03-52], a close friend of Anson, with whom be 
had lerved o{)on the American station in the years preceding the 
outbreak of war* Horace WalfKile says of Warren that he ♦^was 
as rich as Ahs<in, and as absurd as Vernon ; ** the lattef remark 
meaning that Warren did not hesitate to attack that neglect of 
the Navy for which the father of Horace must be held ressponsible. 

THE FIRST BAl’ TI.E OV FINISTERRK 

May 3, 1747 

The capture of Louisburg was a serious disaster for » France, 
and tile national determination to recapture the place is intelligible 
enough when it is remembered that England had gained no 
victory on the sea as she had done in previous wars. In 1747 
accordingly a squadron was fitted out, and put under the command 
of Admiral de In lonijiiiere. Reinforcements for East Indian seas, 
under Captain de St, ..(ieorge, were also in preparation, and it was 
yarranged that the two squadrons should bear one another company 
as far as Cape St Viucent I'hc armada, thirty-eight vessels in 
all, comprised nine battleships, five Indiamen capable of standing 
in the line, and a score of transport vessels. 

News of these dispositions reaching England, a strohg squadron 
was collected and put at the disposal of Anson who hoistwi his 
flag in the Prime George, and very naturally designated Warren as 
his second in command, ' Pein^ Btett w^tit with him, Sautdare/ 
too and Peter f)enis, circumnavigators all, and captaiijts courageous 
now. The good old ship hei'self was there; nor is the list of 
notables complete withoa| the namc^of one who craved for battle 
with consuming thirst. 

f dward Boscawen [born 1711], third son of Lord^Falmputh, 
destined to earn from the great Earl of Chatham the fluttering 
encomium: I apply to other officers respecting any ex- 

^icdition 1 may chance to project, tliey always make diflficulties: 
||bjgiu find expedients^* Boscawen ,had been through Vernon’s 
|I^LX>aign. He destroyed the fortifications at J®prto Bello, and 






mi well to the » 

. <1^ bisr«|ttraite v^pocced 


in ^Itip that be ftdaevbd^an^vt 
‘ it wM from, her that he denved the nicfcoiame^^ 

“Old Breadooiig^'^ w«h,;toS^ 


gteWtotoi 

ch#^ to’lte nH throi^h Jfe. 

tokf^ M£ ^ and lodked danger straight in. ldie .hied 
sto asshiaiS* that became proverbial. During hi^'-I)reaiir~' 
cotntaaad hb was awakened in the dead of night by the 
of the watdh, “ TSrere are two large ships, sir, which lodk 'hke*^ 
F^encha^^, beftnng down t^n jis* Whatarewntodbt** 
said the Captain, turning out Md hurrying on deek in Ids 
shut, “doV damn 'em, tight wit” 

Anson had a fleet of fourteen fine ships, a force with ’ 
might very well hope to annihilate the enemy, if the eme^y 
but be^ found, "“To lay an ambuscade in the Straits 
would have been ■’easy, for the narrowness of the pass render®^ 
misting almost inevitable. Thme was no sea-gap off Finistenrei.'' 

The man who has arranged to meet another in a certahi ctoWSMS®* 
strteet at:^ has omitted to state the exact particular sp<^ wnmtA" 
like to retain his self-respect by standing still, wid yet is 1 
to rush about on a wild and fnfftless search, Anson fiUtod i 
self in a similar predicament Thp enemyf migl|| si ^ 
drew up hrs forces off the Cape : if he larved thufia &o 
ments and scattered them, there was little cfionce 
whelming victory which he fcraved. Happily the perfe&in 
instinct led 
Solved the problem 

rank trf British fleet commanders. c 

WlBiout interfering with the power of, his ri^tps to move iri^ 
ahead or line abreast,' he tauj^t them fto r^fdtoto 
by hearing on some particular ^poi^t* of the 
another.” ' By this-means the 'line at once; assumed. ^iMstki. 
pertiet. The ships might b*e stationed at Jmtervals.'idr tvtoJ* 
and proceed^in skirmishkg order without isiprifice of 
soperatipn; they would still be ready on db^lmoinefit I 
into battle, those nearer the enepiy^ 

,liBtob,jtail^ed makiiig toil-* ' ' ' ’ 

I . ..^’Ttto'|$to|to''«iy«dient '94 nptTieij^nja tteii; 
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If If supposed that the French were advancing from Floehe- 
foit . which E»N.E. from Finisterre, theti Anson {with his 

shifte in line abreast at one mile interv*als and bearing from 
'\each other N,N^W* and S.vS,E,) had a line thirteen miles in length 
at right angles to La Jonquiere's advance, so that there could “ not 
^ remain the least probability for the enemy to pass by undiscovered/* 

ITie enemy did not pass by undiscovered. They were sighted) 
chased and overtaken. Finding himself outmanceuyred La Jon* 
qui^re drew up his line of battle as if he meant to fight to the 
death. Anson followed suit But while he did so, he^ noticed 
that the Frenchmen shook out their top-gallants. Such a needless 
preliminary to a combat t outran^ roused his suspicions. The 
day was already far advanced. The enemy meant to waste the 
rest of it in sparring and slip away in the darkness. .** Without 
hesitation Anson hauled down the signal for the Ime, and ordered a 
genial chase. He meant to take the French •‘battle-fl^t home 
with him as he had taken the Cavadonga. 

The French fought nobly, putting themselves in front of their 
transports who whiged their way from the field. One or two of 
the Indiamen, -w^hom La Jon(|uiere had put into his fighling line 
Iiad little relish for the fray ; but as they turned to fly Anson des- 
l>atched Brett and Sahmare^ after them, and it need scarcely be 
added that these worthies brought them back, and half a doren 
of the transports to boot. Meanwhile Warren in the Dtt>0nshir^ 
engaged La Jonquit:re’s flagship the Serkux^ and after a ^lendid 
resistance from the old warrior at last .brought dowp her flag ; 
not, however, until La Jonqui^re had been badly woun4t^d at a 
moment when he ran through the body one of his own men, who 
was prematurely hauling down the ccilours. 

The Cendurim enjoyed herself immensely and wa^ the first 
f^ritisb vessel in action. Neat far behind her came Caqptain 
Boscawen Jn the JVamur. The relentless holFdog pertinacity 
with which attacked the IminMk received universal com- 
mendation. Captain de St. George met him with a v|lo<3fr little 
inferior, and capitulated only when Boscawen's end^vours ware 
seconded by the' admirable exertions of Warren. Bo^wen was 
badly wounded in the shoulder, but recovered ibr greater things. 
The value of his example may be gauged from a characteristic 
utterance of Horace Walpole, who says that this most obstinate 
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rtiember <if a m6»t obstinate family never forgave “Anson becauise 
usiirp0j£j all the credit for a victory which by right belonged td 
, himself.' ' ' ; . \ 

Tlie ca|ual£ies were heavy, The French suffered jq 6 and , 
English ' about a third of the numl)er. Jonquwre was . toq^ 
severely hart to make a stirrender in person. In his place* 
sieur de St. George came aboard the flagship, And charmed h^ 
enemies by his cheerful bearing in adversity. Stepping focwoid 
the silent Englishman he bared his head, 'and delivering his '^wot^ 
with a Jow bow he added with whimsical chivalry, Monsieur, 
vous avez vaincu Tin vincible et la gloire vous suit ! ” Anson had 
tiot only taken the I/ivindb/i "And the Gloire ^ but his dream bad 
come true. He had taken the entire French fleet and triumphantly^ 
he carried it home. 

WitJ> 4,000 prisoners to dispose of, Anson found himself more 
hardly pressed than on that happy day off Cape Espiritu Santp. 
The convoy escaped under shadow of the night ; but the treasure 
taken amounted to ;^'3oo,ooo, and being landed at Portsmouth 
required no less than twenty waggons to carry* it to Londom It 
was trundled up with much ceremony through the southern, 
counties, and Caused as much excitement as a similar scene in the 
days of Blake. " ^ ^ ’ 

The First Battle of Finisterre was very complete and very si^- 
factory. In Anson's own opinion it was the “ best stroke that,^. 
l)een made upon the 1 ^'reiich since La Hogue/* 7 ’lie stroke was 
desperately, needed to rehabilitate the naval prowess of the country. 
The victor recaved a warm welcome from the delighted King, who 
thoroughly appreciated the importance of this victory after the 
nightmare that was past. The gallant^Admiral was created Baron ” 
Anson of Soberton in the county of Southampton; his second in - 
command became Sir Peter Wari>en, and Boscawen wa$ made ' 
Rear-Admiral of the Blue. * * . ^ 

• •AT THE ADMIRALTY. 1 744-1 762 ^ ^ 

From his fight with Monsieur de La jo^qwiere Anson leltum 
to his seat at the Admiralty. His unex^apled experiehx^ aMl/ 
transcendent ability marked out as th^ery man few the pJst, 
while the uniformity of his success and his 



him ftid d^n^.v In the jrw nfier 

Tka^bsm' i 0 ]^^ with the <]te^ I^rd CiimjceSor 

Har^iddbei ti^ coimecli6n which i$p^e4 

Wo the Spki^dW and reciprocal friendship, but assufW ^ 
^AdmiialV jMssition in the Couiid| Cbambeh So entirely did he 
vnb tfie confidence of his superiors that they abandoned to hW : 
the entire direction of the department white he occupied %»ub-^ 

, ordinate pbsitioh"; and^n 1751 (three years after the con v-luston 
of peace) he" became First Lord himself. , * . 

Coming to tl^ board in 1 744 and retaining office till 176 Lord 
Anson served his country for no less than seventeen years in a 
way that no other man alive couitf have done. The occasion, 
moreover, was opportune. England was on the verge of that war 
[1756-63] which more than any other contributed to make the 
British Empire wliat it is. When the Seven Yearis' War broke out 
Anson had been busy for five years upon a task for which his 
genius mi {Peculiarly suited. The B>ng catastrophe, for which he‘ 
can hardly be heid responsible, drove him temporarily from office, 
but when Pitt became Prime Minister, Anson was recalled to W 
helm, mid cOiiU) sued to preside there until the. last year. of the 
war, when the unexamj^led preparations necessary for the Spanish 
campaign sapped tihe vitality from a system already undermined 
by early hardships. 

Anson's close connection with Pitt, and Pitfs dictatorial way - 
have given rise to a legend which makes the Admiral a mere tool 
in the hands of the Great Commoner. In the strictly literal sense 
Anson was a tool, and Pitt knew how to make useVf hi$ abilities ; 
but it is not necessary to believe that Anson was ever gtiilty of 
abdicating his proper functions. Mr« IHtt, yrith his eagle eye and 
fiery oratory, had a terrible way with him. By the vehement 
energy of his invective he crui^ied those thwarted hun. 
oil the lips*of the most doquenfcthe retort died unott^M. . -W|»o 
could venture quibble with the truth wh^ it was uitttrii^ jHth 
the rock-rending thunder of a Danton, aud , the 
patriotism of a Washington ! ' ' 

One day in the Council Chamber Pitt delivered ond^^ts taost 
eloquent and convincing appeal on a matter to th^' Nav,- 

was overcome, convinced, that tbs.st|fitotbett^ 
bad listened were as accurate as the - 




AMSOI^* ‘ 





ported wh sit^iciqfuf Bd^ thepaptof te 

eatireif 4 teci>t opinW Risins^'Wflfo^ he ifPl t f 
Mister $^ipmtary h tety'eloquent, knd W His 
reif I Im oo orator, and alM shall mf is 

nothing at all of |;hat he has been talking abottC* ♦ Tho^iedy^ 
delivered anti*clitrti^ from one whom Pitt trusted implWliy^ 
naval matters proven asSstficacious as the Zine i 

Tha*e was indeed good reason why Pitt should e^ttend to Aniw 
a confidence unusual with pim, for every day saw the inat^tiis^tito 
of sotnoi administrative refonft based upon the teaching of 
ence. Think of him in those da>s of June* 1740, wifen be 
hungered to start and found •himself encumbered by a handfel # 
Invalids in place of the army he was expec ting. I'hink of hini 
when the scurvy seijied his expedition and he discovered to hi» 
annoyance som^ of the devilish tricks of the victualling department 
Think of him again when he struggled across the Pacific striving 
all he knew to drag the dying Gloucester along with him. It ia 
easy then to understand why he organized the Marines fur tb<^ first 
time on a proper and stable basts, bringing them directl} undm: the 
control of the Admiralty, and removing them for ever fron| tbfe 
jurisdiction of the military arm: why he instituted annual 
tions of the dockyards to check the maladmmistrat^'on whicb^liad 
for so k>ng rendered these places mere sinks of iniquity; wl^he 
standardized the fittings of vessels so that the various parts of a 
warship's mechanism might be similar in every detail as regarSft 
ships of a similar ckvss. 


The master Vbo had trained every officer in the Ceniutim to 
such a pitch of excellence that one and all rose to the hi|flwt j 
command was the mgixi of*^ll others* to choose th^ fight 
manders in the most fruitful of England's war^; and those wW » 
urge that Byng proves an exception to the rule will admit thm 
senior officer upon the flag list, it w«mld have beef»#4«atnit^ 
msult to pass him by*^ ' I ^ ^ 


No part of Anson^s organizing work 
the boldness with which he deliver^ the 
from the stagnation, into which it bad fall4i| 
intervened l:K?twe« tho agp^pf XodHabd 1 ^ 
■■ “ milx 


. t 

motfe impwtanlithiittf 
!n^ ^ iuivn} 




I «|IB .of V«ftn>s>nir‘ 

|fo» tiie.;i|U&d«ito*L of' 
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tho^e.eommamiing ihe fpdce of England on tb^ sea #tes back to 
the Fim Dutch War, wlWai the Amphibians wrote down the tei^ults 
of their experience for the l>enefit of those who should come ^ter* 
fTheir teaching was codified' by the Duke of York before the Battle 
of Tjowestoft^ and reissued after the further experience which the 
later Dutch wars provined. The new ideas of the Torrington* 
1 ourville epoch Were in^ orporated by Admiral Rooke, whose 
fnaner* Fighting InstrucHons were still based on what was thought 
luring value in the lessons of the past. 

^^."iifortunately the long era of peace that followed RoOke's war 
the Permanent Instructions an endowment of semi-sanctity, 
i'hev came to be regarded as unalterable laws.* 4^ a result com- 

* If the gatne of maritime warfare with its intricate battle movements be 
coini lecl with the game of chess, to what do the Fightir\^ Instructions cor* 
respvii'l^ The XXlVth Article of the Permanent Insjructions reads as 
foilowc 

If any commander be wanting In doing his duty, his ling or 
the next irSng officer to him is immediately to send for the aai4 
commander from his ship and appoint another in his room. 

Place besMk this the Chess rule which says: — 

Should a flayer at the commencement of the ^ame, omit to 
place all hid men on the board, he may correct the omission 
before playing his fourth move^ but n6t afterwards. 

Both appear tb have the force of unalterable laws ; but the resernblance is 
misleading. ""Article XXIV should be translated into terms of Chess, Advice 
to the player . there is a positive advantage in sacrificing a useless pawn in 
order to secure n checkmate. 

The Figbiing Instructions must not be compared to the Rules of the Game, 
^ but to the Gambits or Openings, methods to secure a victory,' obviate a difr- 
iidvantage, 6i frustrate a dangerous attack. They constitute the wisdom of 
pat-f players of the game; wisdom that may be acquired with less incon- 
venience second-hand than in tke painful jJfcliool qf experience; difficult to 
master, no doubt, lidble to changes of fashion, but worthy ^ways of rt^pect 
and the most assiduous study. The ^>ldest and simplest is^good enough to 
catch a tyro; while the master-artist wif! foil the wisest endeavour Of a 
talented begirdier. At Cape Pa^saro Byng rc^sorted to a primal device, pf the 
most artless nature sweep the board; and at Makiga Rooke easily thwarted 
the attempt of the Comte de Toulouse to manipulate the su^lost g^bi^, 
“Breaking the line from to leeward.** A clever player, beafen by an uti- 
expected opening, wkH be prepared for it in a second match; and the re- 
sourceful commander must do his beet tb obscure his own movements and throw 
hisOppoiient*.s into confusion by a carefully planned surprise. Nelson's gambit 
at the Nile checkmated his foe, but in no ^se prepared him for the entirely 
new opening at Trafalgar, It is not few every one to discover new moves, but 
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manders fiani^apped themselves by und^je/deference to sugges- 
ydon? of a past age which might or might not be useful under 
"Ranged conditions * / 

Admiral Vernon, who was hroughr >;p in the school of Rooke/ 
lived to act an important part at the ‘>tber end of th^ sterile forty 
year^, and enjoyed up to the day of his death a reputation for^ 
sea-skill unsurpass<3d, must be credited vath the#fir?t step in the 
right direction. Divining as if by instinct the requirements of 
the cpming campaign, he supplemented the JWmaneftt 
Horn with further clauses which enhanced their value. Hif; 
provident arrangement for bringing the wliolc fleet or any par* 
ticular ship into “ closer engagement with the enemy than at the 
distance we first began to engage,” would have saved the situa- 
tion in the Mediterranean during the wofiil exhibition which 
signalysed the Ifeginning of the Austrian Succession. The ill-luck 
which dogged tKe footsteps of Vernon, and denied him the glory 
of a great fleet action, narrow^ed the scope of his initiative. 

Anson who had as a young man gone through the Passaro 
campaign and witnessed Sir George Byng’s disregard of the Line, 
showed in the Battle of P’inisterre that he had as true an insight 
into the requhrements of the age as Vernon had. Born under a 
luckier star he was able to* complete the vi^ork which the captor o{ 
Porto Bello had initiated. Retaining the Permanent Instructions 
as of the highest value when properly used, he set by their side 

it is always j)OS8ibIe to revert suddenly to a gambit which has Iain neglected, 
for nearly a centi^iry, as Rodney did at the Battle of the Saints, 

If then the Fighting Instructions are accepted as the accumulated wisdom 
of the past, and not as standards of rriorality, they cannot be expected to pro- 
vide poidtive answers to the ever«^:hanging needs of the present. The underly- 
ing principles may be thdee, but they may feiijuire a new interpretation, a newi 
setting* Those who study Gideon’s campaigns, and make a resolve to lay in 
a stock of pitchers, torches and trumps had better change their profession* 
Gideon's root principle of surhrise^tahds for all time, but Monfjoseusedwldt® 
shirts and a rising moton aijd Duifdonald a score of blackened faces* Albemaflie’s 
plaii^ to throw his main strength on a part of tlie enemy’s line is as permanisnt 
an asset as surprise,” but the eighteenth century was certain to profier new 
.sihiattona which called for original methods of treatment. 

Even less enviable than the case of the comrautjSier who regarded the 
Fighting Instructions as a' fetish, was that of the iji|ifortunate who 
middle of a game resorted to a new movement whic^' he had not e^cplaiiicNS 
beforehand, and which his living pieces were unablejor unwiiling\o under- 
0mnd4 Sek caae of Admiral Mathews, vide infra^ pp,i^ 5 -§, 





'• 4^3^ and. co^iP|to^dT' Adifiiisf^lS^ 
indiad# V$rnon*$ jmprovemeats atid 'its a ai^y 4<fe<5<|l|l4t 

from tim^i to tiiliws ^faoyl^^Wi^ W to 

"tion '/ ' , ^ ^ \ 

From iW tioje forw^d came to be iiodp»toddi<%tt llj^Se 
there *was exodletit reason to regard ivitb respect the contrivances 
which bad bee® established by precedent and tested by ejcpnri^ 
ence, there was no desire on the part of the authorities to thwart 
initiative, which could always find expression in Additbiml Ihstrdc*^ 
tions to suppl( ment the old. Thus the evil effects of the i^eace 
period were abolished ; Anson's own victory was seconded by the 
glorious deeds of Hawke, and these in their turn led to those 
Additional Instructions which embodied the mighty prdjects of 
Rodn^, *|owe and Nelson. 

ThefoUovtng list shows the diff<ient classed of ship^ during 
the Dutch wars. Save for a certain increase of tonnage m the 
highet mtes, they had hardly changed when Anson came to tiht 
Ad^ttrwty in 174I.— 


!j> 1 Giinit j 

Aporoximate 

ToitiMiKe^ 

Fittit rate 

1 

i xoo 

1 

Over 1,500 

Second rate . y^. 

90 

1,000-1, 5fK> * 

Third rate * 

> 

80, 70 

- 750-1,000 

1^1 

Fourth rute 

#6<d, 50 

350-75^ 

, . , ^ 

Fifth^rate * ||t * , 

' « • 

40 

0 aoo-350 

Si^hh rj|te r ^ , 

• 

ao 

L- — — 4 

aooaudimA^r 


^Thcre is no true dmiiiflCation herd any tito 
l^kircaae, The sixth $tep i« higher l^e fii#! ^ 


If 
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irt # 

p's 
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degfwes :M^«r .'%n tK(f Sixth 
6i«t fodt isMses'" coala stand^ifr the 'Iin* J thi^ne first 
w«« tbttjfe^declkoii mi the Isst two acted aS ‘ctnisters. v 

etideavottf 9 to |rOap are uj»t by the discovetjr’ that after ^ Bai-tde *’ 
of Toiilon £*744] the 50 discarded ftoin the line ijhae th^ & 

; was retained; jind that while tog Sixth rale followed tbc titai^ 
of the early ftigatc, the Fifth rate was a two-detk^ ^he, 
ijkl'ourth.* ‘ _ n . . 

* It was to Anson's bpm that the warships owed an 8it41ig[tbl0 
clai^ification. He re-organized and systematized the Rates aod 
imp|oVed the building His law of order prevailed throughodt \ 
the classic days of tlie British Navy. 




Guns 

Approximate 

ToiinaKe 


OQ 

First rate 

100 and ovtr 

2,500 

11 

f 

Second rate . 

90 

ijBoo 


rt 

m 

Third rate ^ . 

• 

74* 64 

^ . ..m 

1,500-1,800 

9 

' tl 


Fourth rate « 

{60), 50 

tjOOO 

% 


■i 




*1 

■^Fjiftb rate 

36.32 

750 

, 

u 

— *— 

1 



|| 


Sixth rate 

i 28^ 24 

500 and under 




# 




^ ITte appearance of the sthedu^ is not so symmetrical, but “■ 
is twice as instructive There is "an essential distinction draifnt 
between the battleship and the cruiser; the ftfst threw rates 
being awounted worthy to occupf a place in ^e Iroe. Of tiWlH 
the Third* rate forms the staple, while the si|pe»ior fates Hot 
flagships, M serfe to stiffen the line of less exp^ve 8fdp9.’|N|. 

■ ^ '‘*Poidlf<^m§mkm^afhit4r^0oaiiKioO^aeta-went.ti^idt^'.-' 
fin ity44 a phsmte woald cost ahoat ;C 40 ,ood^ a ThjWtnte. > 
Jsi^tOCQ. Compare wi% these prices Art epst 

£ii7sms^<t, .i. f> ^ v 
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■ Fifth rate supplies an entirely type,*lhlVormal‘and perfect 
development of the frigate, single-deck^, built for speed/ and in 
every way superior to the cumbersome old ship of corresponding 
' rate. The Fourth .rates (especially the iso’s) are retained as flag- 
ships for a ^tjuadron of frigates, and the Sixth class fell into line 
below the S2*s and serve them as the 64’s the 74*8, When the 
great war broke out in T793 tiiere were 239 ships of all rates. 
Of these there .were five First rates and ninety-two Third rates, 
twelve Fourth rates, seventy -nine Fifth rates, and thifty -five Sixth 
rates* ^ - 

It was while Anson laboured with his multifimous refoi^ms tbat 
the building -of the present Aditjiralty was completed by the 
eirection of the Colonnade or Screen, whereon the TworPower 
Standard is pleasantly anticij^iated by bas-reliefs in which the 
infant Hercules wrestles with a pair of dolphfhs. Bvep more 
striking as a work of art was the first naval uniform which ia 
1748 w*as made compulsory for all officers from Admiral to; 
Midshipman. The manner in which it was called into t>eing 
has aroused somt: controversy, but the following version has 
much to be said for it. 

Anson, w’ho was not himself a great authority ojf dress, appealed 
to his old Centurion friends fo rig flieniselves out in costumes 
that they considered appropriate and submit themselves«/or in- 
spection. Philip Saumarei!, who was all along a favoulritl in the 
coni|H:tition, contrived the. successful design. 

Tile task of populari^cing the new uniform was then dexterously 
|x;rfornu‘d by Diana, Duchess of Bedford, granddaughter of the 
great John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough, and wife of the then 
First Lord, She ordered a new tiding habit in the Saumarc/: 
mode and colcflir, and rode out in the where shewcntered 
into conversation with King Gvrorge. His Majesty was pleased to 
admire Her Grace’s taste, commenced the colours, and probably 
recalled that tife Duke had already spokc^r to him about a naval 
uniform. . > 

Thus the Navy went into blue and white, and kas stayed there 
, ^ ever since, howb%itiwith dliaitges of cut:' . , ' ' : 

' ' '' ' ' ' ■ . ‘ 'y 

^ tfi© BatU© ol the Saints Kudney had ChWty-«<"ven ships of tht liti©.; 
thirty.twrnvcre 'third rates, » 
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Ans|P|||Sir Joshua Reynolds shows Mm ’ 
ll'.e unitortisiA finalh' adopted. Here he is seen rest% 
fend dr.-licately u})on Ihe fluke, of an anchor. This prepay 

f a f^hip (possibly th?.i Centurion) in the distance lend a natitical 
wliii?b is falsified by the sprcadhig tree under ^which the 
Admiral takes his stand. To avoid tlie di^trangement of hi^ 
nicely powdered wig he carries under his arm his «three<orneT^ 
chapeau* bras garnished with gold lace round the bjrim# TJse 
waistc(xit, ode of the all-sufficient vestments of the hour, descend^ 
ing to the, knee, is made of white cashmere set off by vast pockets 
trimmed with blue. The sleeves, purposely made long, teru>itmte 
at the wrist in a “ filmy froth " Of raousquetaire lace. Of mousqpe* 
taire also is the cravat, which methodical Anson has tucked into 
his w’aistcoat to be out of the way. The outer coat is of thick 
blue clqth, w^ith Meeves cut short to sho\v the waistcoat sleeves 
below, and skirts outrageously flaunting. The cuffs are of generous 
dimensions of white material to match the vest, and trimmed, as 
also the frontage of the cout, with wondrous and manifold lapels. 
If the portiait were but full-length, there would 8oubtless be seen 
the white stockings pulled up into a roll above the knee, and shoes 
with neat red h^els. 

'fhere was no more gro|j[rani the nd\7 after 174B, and (it/ 
may be added) no more fancy ligs of Captain Whiffie's designings 
Anson*8 master) of detail ama-ced his contemporaries. On bis 
voyage round the world he noted in his book the names of all 
his prisoness and the dispositions he made for their comfort' 
With unwearied patience he accounted for every spar and eva^y^ 
rope. And while* he made himself accpialnted with the tinw# 
min mice, the greatness of the catastrophes wdurh warred against 
him, kept his outlook feroad and his energies all-€mbr^cing. " Mo 
other traming t'ould have equipped him so excellently for 
administrative work which follftwed. Famous ^alike a% navigafdi^ 
explorer, admiral and statesman, Anson was despair df the 
spectator •and the tatler. He hated danc^ and 
shunned Society; could not be lured into - " ■ — ^ 

made speeches, save in the Council Chaitiber } 
eatoept on business: in short *<bad been m 
never in it** Living withont^ refune |abori<|]pi^ 

|in the evening of hk |ifo to listen h nniste 


(iversattonj* 
wro^ 

|d the . 









Howtc 
(^uS 


E?^' ^Stii hiB^oo^^i' -ti^t -;.~ .^.™.. , 

proper^ it^y, Vdl xesi'j^m to M %”^ee^s 
fiat hiffl to posterity, and smite' the oki beiicvolwit itfll^itev^hon .'.lSft', 
heard hhn^elf disnussed with a sneer as “ the silent o^' • 

'ihe Chancellor.” .. 



/'>■• -HAWKE': 

BORN 1705 — DIED 1781 

: England was England* and a gallant brood she tbor^ , 

When Hawke came swooping from the w-est. 

Henry NEWBOLt 

thtfe War of the Spanish Succession England had engaged on 
behalf of the Austrian candidate The Archduke Charles, 
w^s then the younger son of the Emperor : before the war was over 
he had himself assumed the purple as the Emperor Charles VI. 
His family had enjoyed good fortune above the common measure. 
Starting with ^ ducal nucleus they had through the centuries 
cbilected one possession aft^r another unti| their credit and aihu- 
ence ttiarked them out as the only ptos^ibie Germanic state ^ 
of presiding over the heterogeneous agglomeration which was ^ no 
longer Holy, or Roman, or an Empire.” 

In addition to Austria, Bohemia, Silesia and other German 
states the j^rsqpal possessions of ("harles VI included the vUst^ 
Kingdom of Hungary, the famous Duchy of Milan, and that awle 
of discord, the Netherlands.'’^ ^ Unfortunately the Emperor had 
son to succeed him. At his death the Imperial sceptre must pass-:/ 
into the hands of one who was not a Hapsburg. This was 
mediable, and Charles was resigned to it; but he was, 
that all his own possessions* should retain th^r individuaHty 
th^ indivisibility, and "with this end in view designed i 

.'Should .d^cSnd entire to his daughter Mari%Thejpesa;;\-A^^^ 
irig I^W' the .Elector of Bavaiiaha<fc''b^fer'dW^'^ 

the _i>6w4Slbf Europe (upon'i^ceipt of, 

.adh^ence to the .Pragmatk; 
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disposed of the Austrian heritage accdtding to the 
desires. 

Charles's careful arrangements consumed a score of years, and 
when their author died in 1 740 they were hardly complete* It had 
been impogi»ible to persuade the Elector of Bawia to waive his 
claims : but the danger that threatened Maria Theresa was not 
a danger that^, had been foreseen. It is the unexpeoW that 
happens. 

The year 1 740 brought a new monarch also to the throne of 
Prussia, Frederick II, the redoubtable Frederick the G|eat. As- 
siduous culdvation of the arts of peace when heir to Crown 
left Bhirope unprepare<i for the aet which signalized fhis prince's 
accession. His unhappy boyhood and youth, passed In conflict 
with an eccentric and villainous-tempered father, had taught him 
to practise insuicerity, to wear duplicity as a im^k, and ab<»ve all 
to rely on himself. When his father died he irfherited a magnifi- 
cent army, and when the Emperor died he determined to use it. 
Under cover of courtly, almost affectionate messages to tfe young 
Queen of Hungary, he poured an army of 30,000 men into her 
rich province of Silesia ; and about th<-‘ time that Vernon brought 
his armada to Carthagena,and Anson dragged his stricken mariners 
to Juan B'ernandez, hr rolled out before him an Austrian arm} 
who dared to dispute his possession. 

THE WAR OF THE AUSTRIAN SUCCESSION 
1740-1748 , ' 

fjrederick’s unprincipled action set Europe in a blaze- If 
Prussia wanted Silesia; was not SfJiLin itching to recover Milan? 
was^ not Franca craving for the Netherlands ? ... or (in the 
language of diplomacy) if J*'red<rick were to assert his claims, could 
France and Spain stand by and See Bavaria defrauded ? Popr 
Maria Theresa/^ I’he vultures gathered round on S|dc4^ 
Her youth, her beauty, her fearlessness, her energy, Jier skill wOri" 
appjause from the most unruly of her subjects ; but where were 
the guarantors of^tlje Sanction ? One, and only one, stood at her 
^ide, Charge, Elector of Hanovef, true . German .and^-King of 
Engla^Jd^, His subjects applauded him ;• but Bnglatid ueed not 
plunre hers<s^lf too complacently upon her chivalry in the young 








Quetjn's Engkntd was alr^dy «t W witi 

SpSm had declared for feavada. 

Th<i ^Family Compact f had not btOia|[ht 
antagonist? fith England in the sqnahhll hvej^' ^ 

the bor]||i Hat tied hier to Spain threaded a 
relations. When France tpok the sidh of Biiraria in t&e 
entanglement, the ancient enemies began to scoWl 
The Elector of Hanover did his best to unite the states of GeiHitaoy 
against the ft)reigner, and found his electorate conveniently pteced^ 
upon the^dank of the French advance towards Vienna* 
not clcar^the way for a better understanding, and in 1743 
French army caught the tiresome Electoj^ a trap at , 

George planted himself on his royal feet > mistrusting horses^ ah^ ; 
mowed down his enemies with his own royal hands. The yreh«s|ib' 
may be forgiven they recognwed in the victor of Dettinge® llO \ 
less a person thah the King of England. Fencing maak$ we^ 
thrown away, and in 1744 the champions of Bavaria and i||i8l:ria 
wer^ definitely at war on their own account. 


When England had equipped the expeditions «f Vernon and 
Anson, she had'* not forgotten the Mediterranean. She could not 
afford to do so, for ^pain * had not yet fergiven the^^aetjsuu^^ ipf 
Minorca and the Rock. Admiral Haddock was appointed to llii 
command. In 1742, as the European putlook grew blackesr, It 4 n* 
forcements were sent to him under Vice-Admiral Lestock. In diO 
same year Haddock was invalided home, and relegated the Oottf*' 
mand to Lestodc until the arrival of his own successor^ Adniit|!ll 
Thomas Mathews. 

Eestock was a well-tried warrior* Born in 1679, he had 
in the Barjieur, Shovel's flagship at Malaga, ’and* had been 
Captain to Byng (again in the Baf^eur) af the Battle of 
He bad served with ei^dit undir Vernon in the West 
I’ihe led the attack upon |he Boca Chica fortat There was no!.<^e 
? h) question his courage; but in spite of tins, and in spke.of ids 
"isride experience, he was universahy unpopular. He faad.,teM;^ah 
appointment in the Medway while Mathew^Mas*^Comtoii®ioaLer nfi, 
Ch^tthatjtif aod a divergence of ^ws upon « qi^tiop of 
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^ha4 tepc<»iidaR!% 'tltem. 

TTiw* 'fs** few ^ teimper <M|bo|h %*<»? 

to bavtt bmt n(iitQW>minded, ^aloiiuii ioid ilblMtdsty s|peftil. 
'niere was |tctt ftadul in wb<) cared felbtm. aMijmbeuif 

a|)proaciic4. by the Admiralty, Mathews dftde h® owl to>oitit* 
njenk to tbe Mediterranean contingent on Iffestock’s tociu. Ilte 
Admiral did gottake the condition seiioosly. The event proved 
that they would have been wiser if they bad done so ; fat bitter 
was the annoyance of Lestock ota hearing that the post which he 
hoped to fill himself had devolved upon his own anA-en^y. 

T he situation that Mathews had to face was no easy one, and 


made the estrangementj^ti'ith his seeond in command all ^e more 
deplorable. He had not only to guard agamst the poetstble 
junction of the Brest and Toulon fleets, but he had to prevent 
the allies from sending soldiers to operate againot poor Imassed 
* Maria Theresa in Milan ; and in his character' as envoy to the 


Courf of Sardinu it behoved him to hinder the King from abandon- 
ing the English cause when inducements to do so ^ere ^ily 
proffered by the Bourbon monarohs of France, Spain and Naples, 
Mathews was a good officer. Three years older than Lestodt he 


had as a youngster taken part in Beachy Heath and Barfleur. 
Later he had as Captain of the Ke/tf ma|^rially assisted in the 
capture of the Admiral at Passaro. He would have iUi|e an 
ideal country st]uire, for apart from his love of sport dad his 
undersranding of crops, he wa.s an enlightened magistrato and a 


warm-hearted, open-handed host. He had, bowc^r, a most 


exalted sense of his ovti dignity and importance. ’As Comioandet- 
in-Chief in the Mediterranean he assumed the pent trfjove; ih- 
terjireted the least affront as rautipy red-handed; saw offence 
wbem none wa.s<tntended ; and construed p&Cca^Uoes as atoodtiies. 
The Italians christened him disrespectfully '*11 Fndhando/' and 
his demeanour went tar to justify tRe title, ^^When a SSrehej^ »hip 
jrff Vihaftanca lefused to do homage*to tljjS Bridsh fihgi hfeithdws 
\ hank her with a broadside though war'was not yet 
mining to detach the King of Naples feo|| ffeh 
alliance, be senfhjs ships into the Bay 
The King siti^ested ncgoUattbiui, wheretij^ 
aph^pulted od ,hw watrfi and ap^sted' twes^y-ll^! hoa»^4p»Be 
bombartWeiplt, The ^jngVas»‘ddhHihw''#^.,the^;fIW^ 
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jxiHtans dreamed uneasily of Blafcc. When Mathews arrived on 
his station m the sminmer of 1743, the failure of Lestock to Sertdt> ^ 
a frigate of weloame brought from offended majesty a publlq ^ 
reprimand’ ‘ , 

The conjunction of Mathews and Lestock promised^ to produ6e 
unusual developments ! . " 

It was not till the beginning of 1744 that the* Mediterranean' 
squadron ms complete. Among the latest arrivals %as thfe' 
Whose captain was destined to win for himself in tbd v 
coming ^ght unfading laurels. Edward Hawke was" in t 744 .. 
already thirty -nine years of age, and though an accomplished - 
seaman had up till now seen ‘little fighting. Born in dhe West 
Counlr)% he had lost his father at an early age, and had been, 
brought up by his niother\s brother, Martin Bladen, whose genial 
nature ^woke aif intense affection in Ins nephewVv heart. Bladen ' 
was a Vorkshirernan, who had learned the military art in the ■ 
school of Marlborough ; won a seal in l*arl lament as representia'' 
tive of Portsmouth ; lu^ld various offices under the Crown ; and; 
made a translation of (Jassar’s Co 7 nmcnianes. He did hi5» 
utmost to further the interests of his adopted son ; but his in-^ 
flbence was nof of course very far-reac.hing. However, he intro- 
duced his nephew to his Yorkshire; friends'; and among theth^^h 
due tiuu^, the young officer found the mistress of his heart, who 
brought hirn a rich dowry’ of beauty, and broad acres of landed 
property as well. ;* 

Hawke joined the Navy as a volunteer at the age of fifteen, 
just as his country was entering the long period of peace, ♦‘Fpr 
the. first twenty years of Ids professional career it was difficttlt 


enough to secure advancement : to acRieve glory and distinctipO 
^vas impossible. His work lay for the most part^in West In^ti 


waters, whose violence taught hifh that "cautious intrepidity P. ' 
which was at a later day to prove so valuable. He served 
Hosier, of unhappy memory under Chaldner C%le, and 


‘ * In hip elfofts to slscnrci the adherence of Spain tj 
Chadas VI in 1725 agreed to demand from Grea^ 
Minorca and the Kock^ and to 4 :hreaieti her with | 


fStuart ReVtoratjSl#3te'^' 


ventured' to ot^cU Wafi-^olc tepUed ‘'-witH' % Qisaifeple 


Admiral Hosier to the West Indies to thmtm tHkj 
wa« «u’ii>gently fpi;tH'di}ea «vc^ to ditbble to 
tonyot^Wocliadtog ?ono^«w^i»adac4tto^ 
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• 1 Aj, 

• ^ Loulsburp. It 

|| i^eived Post rank;|;;i|>ur years lat4, iiAht " 

||Mt a>mmis.sionjtjd the This crazy vessel 

at JBatbad<^ wlwsil fw htte lfc>6fi^h 

at fo|» |telb»^‘bts| nmp tjh[e le^ |>erft‘Ct i 

a(lahill% haglaet of tha pavat Irtxi by Walpole " 

had rtyfiticfed ifeifif 4ockyarda to a state of demoi^alihcaiioo 
the pdleiit endeayoots of Anson alone conld cleanse. 
deplorable was the stkte of the tliat her*'^ick4fet wa«| ; 

always Overcrowded, and her own ailments demanded JncjeSsafil 
.ittention. There was no part of her anatomy bat required bbm- | 
plete renewal ; tod when she was' caught in a gale iowaitb the ^ 
clobc of her commission, all three masts incontineniy Hrfjiit bf 
the board l%eir stumps, when removed fell to |3owder, and 
the mainmast t^lered as much resistance to lnii^,^rod of \watfcmg 
stick as a ful||[rown pumpkin to a upier ^ ^ 

In making ready the Birumk^ flawke was faced by sitolar 
difficulties, and in the general decadence of the service ftmddilt 


^qiie men died m tfaqusand« f hat kull Hosier kept kiS watch- llVatpote 
not to ^ claims, bat the m^enger |tfoag|it par 3h)BW% cf 

his knighthood found that poor Hosier had d»ed * broken hotitft ' l|t*i 
memoiy is kept green the celebrated poem callisd Admiral |l#wrS 

Ohost." The scene is laid at Porto Bello, where A^iiral Vernon hkt]k cm 
board the Bwr/otd after his gallant capture of the place. To bhipi I'laea amkf 
hideous yells and shrieks a troop of hoinil^hosts ft(mi\J¥ycMry tombs h, ixms} 
haminocks shrouded. Hosier acts as spokeamam . h 

m 


A 


See these mournful spectres swcepWg 
Ghastly o’er this haled wave, 

Whose wStn cheeks are stained with wei^mg , 
They were English Gapeatns bravely 
Mark those numbers pale and hoiVid, 

Thoj<M5 were once giy aahors bold 1 
Lo, each hanji^s h*« droogmg for^fwa, 

‘^nle his dismal tale is I0ld4 " 


I by twenty sad attend^, .j . 

Did this Spanish towp affififw ^ 
then its wealth detehdii^'^ 
Butsmy orders not to 

For f osM^nee I 

, 0M wl#^eni^i^l|ibk^ 
|l1iti44»do^ brave aoi happy . 

Hast addeved ^th six idone. ^ 


i 




er fo ptes' a compeAyJ' _ 
that aimosl welcomed as ^in^kjig ;^ 
when at the Berufick ]o\m^. Admita|. ' 

. #aT& second to none in the tcsmp^^ t^t hme^; t 





' ■ ■ ' 7'HE' BAtTLE OF 

^ v‘'-v;\ Febrvahy xJt, 1744 ■/"■'> ;„Vv'';‘'' 

When^ Captain Hawke reached the Meditermneaiih* / 
i^tbews was mounting guard off Toulon. A detachi 
Spanish ships, foiled in an endeavour to reacln tfie Mil 
hiere reclining under the aegis of France. French ;and 
ships together numbered twenty-eight ; but Adrniral 
an equal number at his disposal, and the commapder of 
saw little object hx running the gauntlet. As he waited, iidwe^Vl?*-; 
news corner to him that the Brest fleet had eluded the 
of the British and was making for the Straits if he would 
there. Monsieur de Court was no dashing corfmander. 
already passed the allotted span of life. He bad little hc§® 
slipping away unnoticed ; but he thought^'he might ^-ell ;pu||ifev^ 
his opponents, who, long from port; wertf beginning to be '|||iil:-4 
and slow. : ■ _ ' ; 

Thus it canre about that the Franco*Spanisb ships Id 
and being sighted formed line of kittle without feeling 
or call to fight if a contest could be possibly avoided. ’ i 

The eniendatron of the rules governing the Conduct of a 
fleet in action were not of course by this time inttoduo 
fact Ansi)n had not yet retur/aed from his voyage round the 
There is evidence, to* prove that Mathews wc^ 
throtigh the. Fighting Instructions, hht 1)eyond/^ii|ji, 
altetatiofts, be saw no veasoh for changed , 
the obsolete code of ' This in the 
for his need* ; but he not the genJui;. 

o’verthrow'df % fle-^"equal hi’ 

.pfc . not':- of ."ifotirfe '.if" 




The Battle of Toulon 

f . ; ' ♦ , ■ ' ' ' . ' 

^ February' it, 1744 
' ' ' 

I la ttJt: bag intwal of peace, which elapsed betweseo thh* biattie aib 
kakgar the teriiWi ]^d, White and Blue* as applied td aquadrexia had been 
rorgotteiVj ' • 
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battle knowing that lielidd won the rancQirous hatred of bia secojn4, 
in command. ■ v ' " ‘ , ! ' " ' 

On nth February, the day of battle^ IVTonsieur COtjrt’ife 
was in excellent formation, his own ships making upjt^ van add 
centre andi the Spanish vessels bringing up the rJtr, " ^thew3^ ' 
had had the trouble of finding his adverfsary ; and tho«^fe'3he:^;^; > 
joyed the advantage of the wnnd, he had not completed hi& 
dispositions. Admiral Rowley in the Barjieur led the' 
himself in ^he Namur occupied the centre of the line ; 
rjear squadt^bn under Lestock was some miles to er-«tward tb^ 
main formation. The Fighting Instructions left no doubt, as to 
the method of handling a fleet which had the advantage of tlbe 
wind. The Line Ahead formation was to be observed until the 
ordered array was equal in length to that of the enemy,: and 
parallel; the steering with the enemy’s van, the centre wfth 
the enemy’s centre, and the rear with his rear. Not till then 
would the windward ships run down upon their foes * 

The delay or inability of Lestock to tuk^* his proper place* 
offered Monsieur de Court an honourable retreat. He continued 
hjs progress in line ahead, and looked like getting a ^ay. Mathews 
realized his country’s need of a victory on ilu' st*i) ;«t the beginning 
of a European w^ar, and the more J>e Cotfrl shuffled, and Ix*stOck 
tarried, the more annoyed he became. Evideruly if fie waited 
until his own rear came up with, that of the cnefUy cJiai^sbl ; 
a battle would be lost. Under circumstance » so tryiilg*1fe de- 
termined to bear down without furthei delay, and hurl his own van : 
upon the enerri^^’s centre, ajid his own centre upon the enemy^ 
rear. I'he idea w'as the insjjiration of tlui moineni, but it was not 


by any means lacking jn soimd qualities. It had the undenkMe 
advantage of surprise. The enemy were evidently nervous, >, 
sudden abandonment of ordinary^methods would throw them intot . 
COilfusioii iti the midst of which he could cM'j off the^victory, 
ilie neglect of thcjienemV's van gave tlii; Frdhcb a chariot 
doubling^d 1 oiirville. Yet Mathews ui^y well have' 
that the conkernalion caused by his novel tAlijpd 
the enemy’s offensive ; and that Lestock in ^ win^;'W<^. 


a reserve and bear down in supfx>rt 











• he-stei|!^ h.y,sttty those who ''hsd''ii*^^;;^||^^^|w*'^^ 
*'4cmn''<f^iih^ attack with !bis centre and Vitrf*''':;v/*,^V'^ 

• / <S'f i^«j:ock*s ' «ter&Kg abiKty SiuW 

%uu$t ""hkve ieen i&t a glance the share Jn ; 

which Mathtws 'had agportioned to him* Btit hi? passid^hr 
liatr^ fpr his superior burnt out the good within him, and 
tempted him :o play tb^ villain's part. Ihe Admimltiad dig^d 
, a ph ; with a. little encouragement he ^6\i\6 fall in® the ondiit 
of it himself He had hoisted the signal for the Line Ahead. 
He shcnild be obeyed to the letter. * W ho Was the Vice*Admii*aI 
that he Shoe Id venture to criticise? The Vice-Admiral wouJd do 
hi>i best to up the position which the line assigned to Wm*^ 
11 he were successful, he would (it was true) have-fio one tc^ fight : 
but whose fault was that ? If he were unsuccesstul, tbe blame would 
on the Admiral who had been fool-hardy enough to bbgin die 
'battle before lie was ready lo do so. It is a little unfortunate for 
iiestock^s reputation that he had recently rectMved an intiniab^’^t* 
from the Admiralty that in the event of anything happening ic 
Mathews the oonimand would devolve on himself. It is, not 


a little suspicious that "owing tp Hghr airs and a most tiresome 
inshore current he was unfortunately prevented from arriving in 
the useless position, whir;|i it was never Intended that be should 
fill, uritilnhe battle was well-nigh over. 

Meanwhile in the English centre Mathews in the JS^a^r^ ndbly 
backed f }|3 by the NorfvIJi and the Marihoroti^, defivered a spirite<l 
attack upon the Spi^niards. He fought his own ship as he had done 
off Oipe ^^assaro. Placing' himself within gistol-^ot of tbc great 
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As 


|)oand;^ ^ 

J Vito .tet^dteil^ gtol a 

a whit itopito^ a cintiOfn^h^ cattfed ^ajjray 
^Mch leaning tjnhapptjy, 

‘^Ahipi* that fbrougl^ up the rear of hxs division 
timid m fa,wm* fiis wan in some mea^hte due to th*?' ijletoriijS55-;* • 
mg effect 0f the l ^n oto era which had closed the 
perience tor art iirofmmable vacation; but at least it is felr;*to^^ 
suppose tb^t l^^stotk's hulurc to bung or even promise them 
poit concerted the merely nervous into vulgar cravens, 
suit their cKickert-hfarted conduct robbed the gallant , , 

of her supi>ort» arto sht wai> sorely smitten by the foe atid 
Captairi, rornewall, a brrve heart who might eke haVe ddh^gJ 
things Mat]iewi> also it \i the lack of support > and bogaprt 
th4 tihe Spanish flagship would escape him Betertpilto 
capture her, he I'fsorUd to a fire ship, and deyuled th^ 
of the h\sex to escpit lui to her place But the Mssex 
m her duty tor the second time Tht fire ship was smjik^ hAi 
the J^ea/ Mifi saved. In the Van of th(* Spanish 

(Powei), lusty and stiong, engaged in eouibat with hlW! ^ 
than one knglkb uhip, and held her own with a saucy 
that maddened her opponents, who (thcrcir is good rtasort 
heve) Were not engaging her as hotly as ihe AdmiiaH*® exah>]ple ■; 
demanded . \ %i 

In Admiral Rowley's division the main mteresif 
proliabte attempt on the part of the enemy s van to douDicaTji 
I< tench were quite prtfiarvd to carry out this manaiuvre, bot tfai 
attempt was frustrated by the Stirling Ca^tfe^ Wurwki 
Nmsitu^ who in the most approved style beat to windwajrdi 
extended intervals as Tourvilles van iiad done at Cap^ 

Ihk movement may^l j^st in furt have been due to a, fdr^ 
th^ own safety, but it was uhdoubtedJy the right to tmf 

I^V^rtcb attack ; howbeit Admiral Rowley upth apdiratoofi 
ailjtold wan, consfdenibly weakened for thi^offenfito*;; Hfe ; 

fifth in the line and the ship next asi 
to Iheir prqw^ pal^ into insignificance 





^seyea. *■ NuiwW seven was th^. Be. 
:gr6pe their jjKSy through, 


su^enly 


oat lilth shi 



'po;"'' . / ' SEA KINGS pr BRITAIN; ' ; 

' Cuptain Hawke first laid himself atoiigside the Neptune, In 
less than fa hour lie had i^ven h^-fcom the lihe with her captain 
killed and aoo af her company, j Hero was a start. Next he 
singled out the Poder, vainglorious still and boastful, putting 
Englishmen^ to shame. He sought her out, kif' his station to do^ 
^ So, and cared not He laid the de\’'Oted Bimnck alongside, and 
with his' first broadside slew twenty-seven men, and dismounted 
sevetal lower-deck guns. In twenty minutes he ' had shotn away 
her standing tigging, and mown down her masts* ®The Poder 
contained brave men as she had already prOved, and gamely they 
fought, but the English captain was not to be denied. ’ After two 
hours’ fruitless resistance the end aunc, and with ca^alties too 
horrible to describe and too numerous to reckon the gfllfnt Poder 
struck. ^ . Not once nor twice in the combat her lat^;fhiagonist8 
invited her to submit, but she wwed them asid^l the caplin 
of the Berwii'k^ and to him alone, would she for here Was 

a prince of men, not moulded from ordinary clay. 

This is how ('aptain Edward Hawke captured the only prke on 
that fateful nth Ribniary, and his casualties numbered five! 

The battle had reached this point when l>e Court re^lixing that 
the Spaniards in his rear were being haidly prea^sed, put his ships 
about and returned on t^he opposite tack to their relief. When 
complete his movement would of course bring into actiori the un* 
tired vessels of the allied van. Admiral Mathews had seen his 
hope: 5 .,y^,rdsh while tlie battle was equally engaged ; he bad nothing 
to hope from its continuance. Deeply mortified by, Lestock^s 
treachery, incensed by the conduct of individual captains, he beat 
to windward declining further action : and the battle ended. This 
defensive movement unfortunately prevented Hawke from securing 
his prixe. The approach of the enemy’s and the retreat of 
his friends forced him to abandon her, tog^^ther with theprize crew 
whom jhe had sent on board. ^ ^ ; ^ 

On the folio\^png day the enemy, who saw the entire British 
fleet outwardly at unity with itself, determined to malj^e good the 
distance they had gained in the night, and showed a clean pair of 
heelf The Pe>di^ was too gravely wounded to rui^ and Mathews 
quickly snapped her up. It is worthy of mention as a jwitness to 
his want^ of tact, that instead of delivering her over to Hawke with 
a message, of approval, he ordered her to be burnt by the 



v ‘ ^ $kfh who had shown ^hiUsjJt feather of thoiii^ 

/"’ 1% k not nj^easary to oongratulate tho iittfei their victory ; 

but it camiot bo doubted that the honour^ of the K||y were fheira. 
They had decided to make for the Straits in de^O<if<>| the 
and had carrfed otil their intention. No startling victory had teen 
gained, no sotil-stirring heroism displayed, but it the WsineSi^ 
of Britain to win seri-tettles, and the allies had proved to her that 
she could not always do so, 

The story of tlxe sea-fight off Toulon does not end with the de- 
partihrc ot the French. On his arrival at Port Mahon, Admiral 
Mathews instantly arrested his second in command for his gross 
laihire to succour his country in her need, and this dramalio touch 
served as a prelude to a congested senes of court-maitials, witliout 
pn*et*dcnt in tte history of the Navv Among others fhc four 
captains astern of Mathews were tried for their 'lailurc to support 
lum, All the trials ended sadly as the y were bound to do ; but the 
case of the Essex w'as ix*rhaps the saddest. Her captain was a 
son of Sir John Norris, Commander-in-Chi^ f in the Channel and a 
splendid officer. Ulterl) unworthy of his blood, the craven de- 
serted in disgufse on the way home, and was never heaid of again. 
The unfortunate efforts of Admiral Rowley to shield the son ol his 
oldest fiiend terminated his own career, and swelled the volume 
of tragedy which this sordid story discloses. The three captains 
ahead of Rowley, who had hugged the wind, were likew’SCr^iried, 
hut pleaded with show of reason that their movement was mtende 
to neutralize the attack of the French. I’hey were reinstated with 
honour unsullied. 


At the instigation of Lcstork’s friends in Parliament, Mathews 
lumself was tried, Nd one could dispute the late*miscarriage, add 
he wH responsible. What had te to say? Had his deeds been 
able to sf^eak, they would haVt" told of his zeal in hjs couat?y*s I 
cause, and of his bravery fn the hour of battle .j? Bui bis deedl& I 
were speechless, and lie was obliged to ackp^fwledge that he ted ; 
fiown in the face of those very Instructions wh%h he had accepts 
as a forking basis. His rashness had perhA thrown 
forces into wilder confusion than those of tb«nemy, 'i? 

Mathews I he wil^ ad|wJged henceforwarli unfSfor high cpnnn&i ' 
and tejeated as urtwoithy of tte sewce wbi^^ always 




IctiiotUy a Wkj-iudged Vi^linefes, %l|ly the quap 

whkh Ma{haw 3 ,^,ha 4 r dispta^^ /‘‘,. '^' ■. ■ ,>’rv. ' 

But what 'of ::Iago? wliat of the villain of ' the pk^ce? 
Mathews was^distmtssed the ^^rvice, was Lestock tom asunder by 
wild horses^’ Few can doObt what motives had atkuated him 
^ when' he sacririced his country’s cause upon the altar of his self- 
love and his pride ; but it is not to be expected that poetic justicie 
can bt* raeted out by an ordinary tribunal, and lago’s plot had 
been cleverly contrived. He proved that when Mathews had 
hoisted a signal for the Liire, he had done his utmost 19 take up 
his position ; but that, if conditions had been better calculated to 
expedite bis arrival, Mathews’ cKtraordinary dispositions left his 
division without a single ship to fight. It was a little unkind of 
his superior to debar hint from a sbant in the hght for which he 
pknted ; but to preclude him frotn the hghl, and tlten complain 
of hts inaction w^as ai)Hurdly unreasonable. 

this argument proved conclusive, and Leslfxrk was acquit|.#d. 
'Fhe verdicts set side by side are calculated to heat the blood ol 
'-{xatfiots to the iToi ling- point ; and irit spSte of their tecbmcal 
correctness they must remain lor ev^er a blot upon England s 
honour and her liighly prized sense of justice. 


A great naval victory in 1744 might have gone (itr tri delivct 
the country from the two years’ nightmare that followed. The 
main attack of the French upon Vienna had been foiled af Dettingen 
as at Blenheim, they turned their attouion to the Is[pthrudatVdsi, 
No Kamillics checkmated them here, but a Fontenfe^y chgered tb|pi 
on, and the Jacobite cause at last had found a man. Thodgli 
robbed of his escort by Feircy Brelt,^ Bonnie Frincx- Charlie kept 


* Thedcterminaripn of Charles Edward to wrest tlie Crown from li 

Nvas cordially welcomed by the French, who were keenly anxious to debar 
* England fronj farther interference on the continent. There was ncflatention 
to rtwert to the policy of IvOUwXIV aud identify the scheme with France, 
The failure of James tl and the hearty goodwill with which the Er^lii^h 
tought him as long as he brought French soldiers with him tuid:raugh£ a 
fui iesson. The Prince did not leave 1’ ranee at the head of xoo. 4 >ip^ b«t 
tontcaned hmiself with^jU'o. The Elisabeth (64) was ' well mannedy and 
, Kpved as floating bank and ^apwnal . the enterprise in tUltMicl 

upon the invaluable cargo iSfe carried. The Prctcj«ter,,f^!OW^ 
and cumfTng person in a little htig called idte hoped; l 3 y;^«cp- 

, ing. round the west coast of^irieji^^d 



liieWaf ill < 745 ; and baring tbe thonijetli^^.!. 
"ilpda bfei to^' m I’lcstonpons, marched hpajc* and evci 
< tendon, Jlrh^laftoat auguat city was thtowW ^to a'j^nic 
she had, dW i^Wa since the days when Dfe fcyter was lol; jtf ,- 
, CMha^ ^ a|ipaid British sailors. The Dukd of jQittdwwh^' 
whose rashness had lost Fontenoy, was recalled from thd, NoA^ * 
lands, and if Jdarshal Saxe did not follow and jomjMUjds w** 
Pretender, h« ,af least showed a nice appredalion of- j^diai|^ 
Vemon, wfc was keeping guard in the narrow seal'iiri^ Siw . 
usiml ba|f«lozen ships. The crisis of 1745-46 paralysed the 
Engli^, power of initiative, and it was not till the savage ertasiSgi* 
of Ctdloden ACoor had driven "the la<i that was tidrn to be kiOj^’ 
overthji to to Skye," that England ventured to raise her eyed 
fromfwtme aflairs and vindicati hot right to rule tin wares. ' 

r' K 

. % . . # 
However evit the effects of Toulon, at least the ad ion ififercw 


I loulon, at least the adion jiii 
(luc^ to hi-d country one who might utlierwise have wuitfen 
tor the mcognitfon he deserved. Not even Nelson at Sfc„ 
aerjuir^d a rtiore excellent name than flawkc® of the 
intht^hgbt off Toulon, K!ng(jeoig4‘ upoti bus thnmi?s of 
liim Avilh pride, learned to call him*' My C'aptain,” dhduhStee 
years after the battle foinrl an op]x>rtuiviy of seiviitf 
Ilneoredeally there were &tiU only nine possible hofiiers ®Sag 
larik,^ N(icessitv had inn eased these inadetjuate numbtd, W 


laiijjr h^ftefe the «3Cpedttioa readied Cape Clear it was Mghted by of 

PaylAw • it. 

b WM five e^dotJk of a Jaly day when the Sght began. Tht Uttli^ 
ran tinier the Sitem to vmfy her hind^warters, leceivin^ aVittin 

Web«?«n:6 witlidrw in halite and assumed the of a ner'voufa 
pact^tdr. The EUmb^^ik jmade A exceilent fipht* and a« the dajd^t faded 
ihe twoahipa lay ^aapmg on the waves. The Jacohite Wal gravfel/woundW; 
iu*i hntf yv0 fiddled 5 and hmi^ was a ^«e fot the nfaj^r^st port ,l!h« coipr 
* aoiffkfv W opponent still %row led savagl^ly* loflaws Jhf 

a lion to no longer a cfcMure of wings! Ihe hitic 100% o4 

It was tim<»^hertogo. ' ^ ^ 

^ ’to ftetfcnder Wrived in with no 

^ to wky«. Wis> awoea^' 

with robed back# length to 'Brest.' 

■ -'-■■■ u The Admiral of 

"IV-"' • •’ ' Admiral id' the 1?^ * 



, 3, Admiral, of the Blpst , -'I 
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!ior beyond twenty-one, Wh<inever an admiral was created, the 
'iitittost caiv wa;i shown in selection, and as a-ru1e a long list of 
<loserv’ing captains was passed over in the process. To remedy 
this injustice a i^w scheme [attributable of course to Ansonj 
bad recently called inter being an imaginary Yellow ” sejuadron. 
Yellow dags were henceforth to be presented to the captains 
passed over, who thus reached a titular eminence which ih part 
consoled them for retirement* ' V’ , , 

It will be remembered (see pp, 175-9] pi misery 

setting in from Toulon was first stemmed by Anson in hfebriiliani 
fight off Finisterre. In the opinion of the best judge^^ naval 
merit who ever lived, Kdward Boscawen had by his s«^!(||c«s upon 
that day* established an inconU stable claim to a His in- 

ciuskm in the narrow limits of the list would, however, close for 


ever the career of Hawke, who was his seniority sever^} yea:rs. 
'fhe Admiralty reconciit'd itself to the inovitabfe ; but the Kjrig 
interpost'd a veto. Invited to give Boscuweii'a blue flag tUid 
Hawke jcllow, ho exclaim<;d with some heat,./*'* No, no; Til pot 
hesve ‘f !aw*ke yellflwedd ” 

rijus the two stout Cornisluntjn passed into the list logetlicr ; 
and, aki twin niuners in the race for glory, coin niebced a lifii-loiu 
rivairv', 

' 1* 


'niE SECOND BATTLE OF MNISTERRE 

October 14, 1747 ^ 

Then wix of their squadron, that scarcely could cit'ep, 

We lugg’d and tugg’d home, in our harbours to sleep. 

And so large were their hulks, tho’ w^e ply’d 'em wuh rubbing. 

To be sure tlx^ir thick hides “/twiJIfI* ^mitjleal of drnbhin^** 

: . • CoNTKMnoHAKV Baclao 

I j ' ' ' 

Hawi^c sufTcred from the cruel jmng;, of disappointment whi 
in the ^prifig of 1747^ he found himself watching ibd'djhitnn< i 


I- 


5. VTce-Adjniral of the White* a ^ , 

6. Vice-Admiral of the Bl«e* 

7. Rear-Admiral of the Red. 

^ , V' 8, Refr-Admiral of the White, ■ \ , 

** ' ‘ '/./’V Rear-Admiral of the* 

* Dutipg hits tenuti’ o^olhce' 4n«*on also juadc the poBribiitierf# ptdiriotion 
/«fiorc, generotisly ^elastic. V ' y ‘y \ 

r'V.4' ' 't' \ \ 



IfAWKE ^ 


Fleet drop behind the hori/x)n en route for Finisterre, As captor 
of the he was known to Anson only by repute, and Anson, 

had a legion af Centurions from whom to choose his captains. 

When bll was over hut iho shouting and the ennobled victor r 
had returned to the Admiralty, the Channel Fleet wa§ put under' . 
the command of Sir Peter Warren. ’ITawke was glad to be un<W ‘ 
so old a friend ; and when he received the news, of bis flag, he 
felt in ^"some way compensated for tlie battle he had missed, 
'fhere was Ixrtter to come. Sir Peter fell sick, and ret^uested 
that Re'% Admiral Hawke might* be assoeiat(^d in his command, 
I'he indfepOsition increased, and the entire eontroj of the fljeet . 
devolved upon the second m cominand at the very niomtnt , , 
that Lord Anson formulated a fresh design for the discomfitut^ 
of the enemy. News had come tliat a vast convoy in preparation 
at Iji :§och€lle shortly to be escorted to the West Indies by 
a fleet of fighting ships, 'Fhe Channel Squad roii must bestride 
their route, and attempt to accomplish a second time the brilliant 
success of the spring. / ' 

Ha\vice hoisted his flag in the DevonsAin% and with fourfen , ' 
sail of the line set forth upon his quest. 

On 14th October, while many a league still separated the fleet’ 
from Fiiiisterre, the French Armada was^sighted. The ^^ind was . 
blowing from the east, and Hawke w'as to leeward. He at once 
signalled for a general chase; but presently as the vast mJifrbejfS ; 
of the enemy declared themselves, he made signal for* the; Bite 
of battle ahead. The French commander, Monsieur I/Etenduere 
eyed his oppo!Tent*s tactics nanowly. Fie had with him only 
nine ships that he could put into the line, and he had a fleet of 
250 merchantmen for whose safety he was responsible , 

instant decision he bade his non-combatants fly under prcSSi of,,, 
canvas, and himself prepared tcT hold his wind, thro*v 
upon th^ cnemy, and engage fiim in a battle '.o the When ' 

two such combatant^ enter the lists, no heraJd o^ed call 
silence/' « ' ' ■. 


At iir$t flight the contest might he thought |ardly faa., 
duke iiad sent one of bis ships with the coni|>y, and hadb^jit 
eight to the Englishman's fourteen. The nAfrers tell 
,l?ut the story' is a-littfo misleading. the 

, ^ interest ht^|§en 




INGS ^ BRITAIN 


the Briusli tkic&yards ^th,|»0st'l«grettabl6 results. " The ^- 
thiBking nc^litce,” wrote a brother Admirsl to Aason -about this 
time ‘‘imagine it .strange an English ship of ,70 guns -cannot. 
take%Frendi ship of the same force, whereas it is pretty apparent 
that' ourjio^n ships are little superior to their ships of 50 
Kans.”jJm“ superiority of his ships may well account, at least in 
part^Wie wdy L’Etenduere defied the lightning.* 

|h Hawke saw the French warships shake theinseives free 
fromUhe embraces of the helpless, and stand like toen to meet 
him, he discovered of course the inferiority of their nttnjbef , and 
hauled down the signal for the line^ For all he knew thgVeneb 
might have feigned their defunct for defensive raas^ only, 
intent on avoiding a luttle. There was no time to lost. 
Once more he ftrdered a general chase. The french had, how- 
ever,* ho desire to avoid the challenge, and stow under easy siW 
for the English to come up. This the English did with wh^ 
speed they might, and adopted a method of ranging that proved 
■'ns efficacious as it was novel. Each ship as she came up-kmli 
•tlie foe ijassed unSer the lee of .the ship or ships already engager 
and made for the next enejny ahead.f 

■ The first ship to engage the enemy was the Louisa. 

Her captain was Charles VVatso;i, a fine fellow, keen and capable, 
and a grand fighter. Dispatched on lucrative business by 
Admiral Mathews just before the Battle of Toulon, he had Rented 
tpowder k the air afid returned in case he was wanted. ln_the 
hMtk itself he had done well and earned the approval of his 
chiefc In the First Battle of Kinisterre he had won the pnusc 
' of .^son, and by his handling of the Princesi Jm onJhis 
ocaiMon he established k claim to high command. I hllip 
iiaiiniarei!. designer of uniforms, was dose behind mid cinied the 
aWa«*« within pistol-.shot 6f the foe to make quifejure o 
hittbii, him* As for the commands of the 
have v-armed Arson's heart to see tKe wijy that Saup^ wm- 
Utiwviaiktf ' f'ltfimnff With bullrdk)!? tCHacitv tO 


ported hitnailf: dinging with bulldog tenkdty tp 

- Xl4 raucVncerleiimprovemeat in BritUib MvaJ 
,o>out by An: on bioSieMi who based his retew upon tte >'■ 

I brought hoftie from Fm»tcrrc, ^ 

+ The merit of thib stratagem, was in ^“**'*®®*^ 
among tk AidiiuMmI 



rfkkiir^ her as if he gradgci|^4er the name she l>orty 
llll at last icame down. And beside the Centurion brotheis ; 

was the c«^tain the little known as yet, but ‘desdn^ 

for great things. Qifeorge Hrydges Rodney here makes hi% debut# 
fraternizing with the Ansonites ; plunging at once injo tjie i&ick 
of things, and recking little how many guns his opponent so : 
long as she stayed to fire them. . r, . ' 

, With such a band of brothers, Hawke was at liberty to survey 
the. held he do so? Could the calculating ■ 

adroitness whicB -served him so well at 'foulon desert him? 
now? His eye seemed to range over the whole field.. Nothing 
escaped him* He signalled to Captain Fox \ (- engage the Tonmni; 
betWse he seemed in the l>*st ]x>sition to do so with effect* He , 
^refused to send his frigates after the convoy because he saw that. ; 

^ the convoy well protect t.d \vith frigatr^ that such an errand 

would entail unjustifiable risk. In ihv ila>h oi an eye he seems in' ; 
the uwmenfe of tensest excitenK-nt to liavt* arrived at decisions 
which hours of cool refiection could only confirm. He knew the 
convoy would escape, he knew where it was going, he knew il 
v'ould reassemble at Martinique, and that it would arrive there, 
unaccompanied byguardships. He therefore detached the JVeasel.,, 
sloop, and instructed her ^captain slecpUssly to jilough his way 
across the Atlantic, besjx*ak no one on the road, rest not untfl he 
found the Coniinander-in-Chief of the West Indies, and naako 
him acquainted with the happy news, . 

From the coolness of Hawke's disposiiions it might be gues^d 
Mhat he denied 'himself a personal jHirt in the stir and tumult of 
the fray. He did not. He denied himself nothing. He fQugbt : 
throughput as he, and’ only \\i\ could Sght. The first ship of the : 
.enemy to surrender surrendered to him. True she was but 
gun ship,, and for that reason somewhat contemptuously 
, hc?r, apd sought out Monsfeiir L’Ktehduere In the 

While he did so, the who .had had her w^ngs ^ 

aboar4 him; and before he could diseufai^le himself tt «2 
leeward, Chagriifed^'iat the 
^■d^pured to fight at long rifnge, but 
y^MS^?^Pped'alithe breechings ofrhis Ic 
and;*' sent the ordnance'; 
was a 

-iV-.’'. -.’a'’.. .K ^ 


■' .x;.' 
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^ sary was free ,tO jreply. But Capttiin llarkind in _ Tii^ur}* 
slipped between the combatants aiid drew the fire tipon hirnii^df. 

Hawke's Detfomkire was a 66*gan ship. He tiisd up her 
^Jbrtx?c^ings and plunged once more itito the %ht. Time bad been 
^ lost, and wi|h it the opportunity of fighting the Tmmni, But if 
* he cpuld not fight an So, there were several 74's, Here mean-^ 
while was the Jrtdmt^ a 64, At her, bo}^s I There was a com- 
pulsion in Hawke's attack that seemed to paralyse his victims, 
Ihe Trident fought bravely; proved worthy of her’namt:. No 
shame to yield to Hawke, Was this enough? Not while there 
was daylight. At last a 74, the Terribk } Hawke closed again. 
1’he Terrible also carried heroes, and she fought till all hlir masts 
went by the ht>ard. But as surely as the others she surrendered. 
j\i the end of the day, of the eight French ships in the hatile-line, 
six had surrendered; and three of the six to, Hawke. As he 
paused for breath between his captures, he reniarkcd that every 
one was not enjoying himself as w^ell as he ought to be : and so to 
the fighters weary but glory-earning came the Ji|gharwhich thC 
Navy otved to CXl'd Grog, *‘the whole line wiH ppw engage the 
t*nemy at closer quarters than that at wdiich the enemy wete first 
engaged/* There w'ere some splendid felloys in* that fleet, but 
there was only one Hawke. SererUf Trideni^ Terrihkt three ships 
in one brief afternoon ! Cpufd Orlando or Godfrey de Bouillon 
have done more ? 

I vis tll^rdly surprising that Hawke dissatisfied with what 
the others had done, when he bad done by himself *?s much as 
ever)’ one else put together. But in truth all, with a .single excep-' 
tion, did well ; and it is amusing to find Warren whispering to 
Anson Irehind Hawke's back that b^. bad tnade it all right with 
the officers wh# had been disappointed Vitb Hawke's report. 
Even Optain Fox-— the exceptifen-^had signalized himself bjf the 
capture of t|re Fimijtuux, the Spitfiref This, however, wascrimitet- 
balanced by his^failure to tak^or detiin the enemy's flagship. 

After fighting till nightfall, the Tonnan\ kraning beawtly upon 
the shoulder of the Jntrepidt, made the most of her position in the 
van and set the open seit. Saunders, Saiimarez ii|iid 

%>dney made chase; but the two big fugitives were still djgmger- 
qus, an(| the* confasidn of nightfall was sadly augmented when the 
gajlant Saumitfez .slain by a random skH^. The loss was very 



: HAWKE ' '{^ 

and. rbbbld ttje :;,surviyer9 # any <i«sire We'W'^ 
forthe^t‘*Ceniorion ''to falL^,, . |. ' ® f 

turn, and enabled .lotnmodore Pocock to captow 
convoy-nnd ^'160,000. ■ ■ 

fh . P ..f ’ finish. -Mi asked 

t a/ o Chesterfield to read (he sentence again. '- ‘^A« '^iie 



. .. always something to be learnt from “his>a»^' ”' ' 

Sir; .sns't '""■ •"« 

bad been arhi ' 1 1 '^ince the war broke out^'.; 

Mad been achieved by the man whom he had deliahtod ih ^ 

reeepdon to^hi '"’^‘=’'“»-;’tances he extended the most wa#m s 

like a trumpet-call.^ 

•w ; « -:k '■■■ 

J12S 

to the loss 0fSilesM^Th„, „ lo :^br»^’ 

w., r Jr»«h t Sit, 

been confronted by EngJand ^ ^ 

Sr«lit.#oldier* Mat^i S «**f*.»^ ^-0^ 
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borough^ or find an ♦"illy who could rndni them better, the) 
would be obliged to consent to the annemtton by France ofi the 
deeply coveted Netherlands 

* Why at a height of success noer honestly reached by Louis 
^JJCIV did France u*lax her gnp^ Because tb^‘ twin Battles of 
^Finistcrrt had crowned Bntain undoubted Queen once more ot 
her rightful dornUin, and left her free at last to strike wheresoever 
she would. In the >ear of the I’eace, Boscawen, the hero of 
Finisterre the First, arrived v»ith a fleet off the Coromuidel coast. 
Diipleix, Viceregent in India of tb< King or Fnncc, had captuied 
Madras, the Khghsh capital, and thn ateni d 10 push the E^igllsh 
out ol the Peninsula as the Dutch dud pushed them out m the 
Indies; but his territorial s< hemes had blinded him to numime 
dangers. The arrival of BOscawen promistd to spoil his delluty.* 
At the other end of the world Louisburg, thq gite of French 
America, had opened mnaculousjy at i touth from the sc'eptre of 
the sea. 

The Battles of Finisterre taught b ranee that her position wa^s 
as perilous as England’s. ** Yield slic cried, I take the 
Netherlands!” In which case India and Canada aie mine,” 
replied the Queen of the bloods -^ctept Madras m exchange 
for Louisburg ; and my hand upon it,” sai^ France. “ Mine also,” 
echoed England, and the Pea('e wus signed.f 

- ^THE SEVEN YEARS’ WAR. * 1756^1763 

When the great powers made peace at Aix-Ja-Chapelle they 
^aid little heed to Maria 'Lheresa weeping for the loss of hiksia, 
, or to Monsieur Dupleix gnashing his teeth for the retrocession of 
» Madras I In another quarter the Peace won miiouih "FUe Enghsli 

* Posca wen's mere freseoce m Indian water?* will really all that vva^ 
needed, bwt Jjie did not succeed in retaUif|: Madras befisire wa|,ireached u 
dost. T^}U^Iht^» nv4l Hawke*, whose ta^ptxm of thfi hadhe<sn 

by Boscawen’e «h|rt in Anson's victory, now in ^i» tup* forgdd ahead* Ioj 
tht Madias uimpaign could not hold a candle to th<rSeCoitd. 

i The need of peace prevented England franuft to banet t©frt1t« v* itl 

Spam LorKan*ning “ ” and Ouardfa hM itl 1739^ mvolvtd 

Jl^r In the tmlfe’ of v^-ar. * ^ 

^:No aocmer ^vere sigitaturca afhxed than r 3 li|IJtwed hk 

make Lhum XV Tfm m tn tniu. tins ra|»i4it> of hit m^m add mehac ' 
to Briu»b tatsed op m anta^kt Jn R4»eicfc h|» 
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(?olonists 111 America were beside themselves at the callous heart- 
lessness the motherland in restoring Louisburg to the 
Of what interest to them was it that Emnce had been persuaded 
to evacuate the Netherlands? Why Were their interests so de>' 
Kberately sacrificed? The -grievance was intelligible; but the 
home Government might plausibly argue that Louisburg ‘COuld 
never have been taken without the Navy : that Admiral Warren 'a 
co-opemtion gave England a right "to di^pose of it, and that the 
cession of t?he Netherlands would sat:rificr.* all that had beeiSi fought 
for in the wars agair^st Louis XIV. The American colonte WClfO 
deixjnderit on the Navy, and the N,'ryy would be seriously preju*^ 
diced if France weu' firmly planted on the North Sea coai^t; 

In a 748 the English setihmionts in North America e 3 (|endc 4 
along the Atlantic from h lorida, an ilEdcfincd province of Spaioi 
to Nova Scotia, Newfinmdland anti the Hudson Bay, c^cd tb 
'Qtieen Anne l*y the Treaty of Utn^ebt. Westward tiui Alleghanies, 
for the time at least, narrowed their limits most appreciably, but 
north and south the settlements made a sturdy chain, unbrdkeii 
save for the lo ench occupation of Cape Breton“Jslc. The colon* 
ists were numerous and independent. lEcir communities were 
ever expanding, and the difficulties of their situation made them 
(jiiick to see what was waited, and fearless in dealing with the 
troubles that beset them, whether "^the horrors of starvation or tbo 
tonidhawkr> of the Iroquois and Chwtav^s. 

U'hile the English were gradually filling up the ea&terru Sea- 
board {1600-1750), the French worked their way up the Su 


T.awrence, planting little villages along its banks, and ever pro- 
ceeding semi-eonsciously farther and farther behind the Eftg&h 
homesteads. At Lake. Erie they abandoned the Lauredtiah. 
basin, and found their way into the valley of the Ohio, They 
pushed on southward down the* Ohio Until they discovered . 4,^ 
Gulf oFtMexico and the moutR of the Mississippi. They 
in the English as complct^'ly as Rhodtsia ,..enci|!ckd the: f 
South AfriQin Republics. But their num^ were ins^ 
and they lacked the self-reliance and self-hie 
the Virginians and New Engtanders.. 

at Arcot^ Clive tut the ground from under bis. rlvai^i 
tionii of British supremacy in th*} FenitisulA. Di 
uujgfatcftti country tn t7j4. 











It retjjnre^. no unusual & 

of two g^cA^^vtm to troii&Wte^ 

lilt* t*ir #4t^lSLri^ iit^r!t^4:U«>i2k ' jl'ts 


pja 



lii)e of ifetimroitbrv^.>vas dmwn tp'sho’w?' 
ended ’a^d American France began. . In ;i748 
ripe for mischief, and its urgency led to tKe. kppo^ 
delimitation committee to settle the intricate question of fecifqnda^ 
claims. Until this tremendous task was complet^ej? 
agreed to regard the intermediate Indian tribes as strictly neirtral • 
grqpnd, " ' '"■ '■ ' . ‘ , 

^ The Frencli settlers were like a small brave force acting be- 
hind fortifications (the AHeghariies). Until Admiral Wa^eti ‘ 
showed them tluit their entire position could be turned by a 
water torce acting on the St. Lawrence, they had hardly re?iU?ed, 
the menace of (he Knglanders who crowded round their gates. 

I he fall of Lonisburg alarmed them, and iJ})on its recovery they 
began with teverish haste to scrutini/e their walls and sutmgthen ; 
all their defences. 

Three land routes led through the hills from EngHhh America- 
to French, 1 ’hc first led northward from New York past Lakt^,- 
(JliamjJIilain, and the second, at right angles to the first, leij due? , 
westward to ^siiagara, 'i'he third would lake the pioneer up.one 
of a series of valleys that Tiirrow jhc eastern slopes and conviergu 
on the head- waters of- the Ohio. To safeguard thpir wide but 
thinly populated possessions the French had three main causeways 
to protect, and knew that when the invaders came westward they ,^ ' 
w ould conie by one of the three. With this object they constructed 
.|urt riconderoga to guard the first gate, Fort Niagara the secoiidji ' ' 
and the famous Fort Duquesne to hold the Ohio valley^* 
fortunately this action^ was z. deliberate trespass, boPauSe the 
in question were constructed upon the debatably land unassigri^^ 
as yet by the Delimitation Committee. - ' "' Ji? 

; The Sngiish colonists at once determined, to ejett 
and in, A 754 marched^ against J^ort Duques%e:' 
they apj[ 9 ieak:d lo England to help tliem rigb^lie wrnW * ' ^ 
explpstulated with France, and in 1755 rf 
was piloted, over I 
“ whom thxi fert waif 


Fmo'ch Aitai«r«asi, 













SEA«*fe OF^RITAW. 


&un‘Sn d\d one of. the most t'nS'might 

1 honied out reinforcebents. Ihe imgitsn niigni 

w hlorkad«d the Frcjich ports and pr€Vv.Mited tliemnfonim 

^l^Si action so effective was liable to mb^nstmcttum , 
'’There was i^ce on ‘J® f fl'S in 

to the reinforcements when they reached thtir destination. 

The death of Sir Peter Warren in 1 75* had robted ^ 

U home in ce of 

e ..in Cnpuin Kiel«eJ Ho«, 

«oneat..«e o(t«o*htcnch shifis onder hi> lee. mha'bmpm m 

, ;Ceirr;;er Xt 

between Newfoundland and the coast o l.a ir , ^ . 

-, French s.iuadron slipped past Boscawen’s guard and brought, 

' /-rlHral errand to a satisfactory conclusion. . ' . ■ •.- 

“'.ftiwen had annihilmed Ihe e„.m„ <'“ "^12' ^■ 

• 1 ti ‘ 4 - Vin/1 eis nut for\ravd complaint^ Ot out. 

ask what right a “ pirate had tt> put lorwaiu W ^ ^ 

■ or two innocent forts which were floating 

therefore unabteto perpetrate acts Latrerf Franc! 

Vii^itles of England had done m the (*ulf of St. 

. Xai h™ .s .he looked a. he, h.nd,^.^ .'hen the 

' / ' ' ‘ ^4 ' ■ ' • ■' 

supra, p. I35 apa n- ... . that ^ Oladalone and 

,V t Hi« luonuittuot in Westminster Abb^M. ^ hero's face pitted 

;>|L4 - tbe realism of the age of H<%Vth dis^ayfi thereto « ^ 

, 




news came that; Oteneral ]|j;addock's ex^'dition iuul been 
in pieces, her smile broadened, and she asked herself Vrhcthisr she 
had not underestimated her American pretensions. 

On their part the English were naturally crestfaUerH’^TO;. 
lamenting their folly in ever allowing reinforcerc^mts to start/ 
dispatched Sir Edward Hawke to catch the culprit ship*; on theif 
return. 'I'he same good fortune, however, carrigj them.Jjast him 
unobserved into safety. Unable any longer to contain t&eir wraUt 
the Gover?nnent now conjured Sir Edward not to stay hand or 
limit the sphere of his activities. Unhooded at last t|i#^;^Admiral 
swept like a falcon through the Bay of Biscay, and s<^jnt home 
three hundred prizes,^ « ' . 

I 1 ie fencing of England and France ii\ 1755 is at first sight not 
a little piizzlirig^. Th^rc seemed excellent reasons for either to 
make a declaration of war: yet neither was willitig to make it. 

England desired to figlii with France as she bad fought with 
Philip 11 . Slie challenged her adv<‘rsavy to come fortli upon the 
watery element. 'Phis did not at all suit France. Bclore vcntur« 
ing to light she desired to implicate Emgland in a European war ; 
to bind her to the continent in order to fetter her extremities, j 
Nor was the hope illusory. Fhe King -^of England was, Elector 1 
of Hanover, and his position in Germany made him v^Jnerable, 
Hanover was the lieel of the sea-born Achilles. 

The voice of diplomacy is drowned by the alaruifis aU Fort 
Duquesne, and the excursions of Boscawen and Hawke; but 
throughout 17^5 England and France were devoting the half A 
their thoughts to this absorbing question of Hanover. In the 
regent war France had bew allied wtth Spain, and England with 
Austria. Austria was a .stalwart ally, but she had ceavsed to be 
valuable since the Peace ol l/trecht gave her the Netherlands^ , 
hbiglarfd desired no more Fontenoys, Spain was « an excellent 
friend for France ; ^jbiit she^^had fought agai 1st England long 
etiough! She desired no mote descents on |?orto Bello or Cartha- 
gemi ', no m9te Cen/wrww in the Pacific. Where then were 
England and Erance to look for their fr^ind in need? Both ^ 

■ irf, 

**‘1 know nothing of the war jbut that we cat^ little French shjp« 
crawfish.’^^Horace Walpole, 18/ 9/ f 755. 
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'l^fetiver lay:''ijldi3j^^ •' ' 
thcit 'Woadsid^s \' • i-v-':'';;', 

Iri waS' th^' deputy of feie* \ Hi? 

^liould not'«dcept them twith. ' -'V^'hich'.pf hfe. 
hdstftss3|i!:e6Tj|ld work him the greatest injur^vif , he to 

*hrx a For a time France flattered heiielf that »bb bady 

secured him ; bqjt about the time fet Hawke sent home th^ 

' fish thCr King of Prussia suddenly arrived at a decision ; &nd, for 
good or^'OTl threiv in his lot with the mistress of the stsa. 

' ■ A 

THli LOSS OK MINORCA 
CHAPTER L THE BATTLE 

The aihance was a master-stroke for Eng);nid. It set her free 
from cotrtinental embarrassments. France saw iKc ground cut 
from beh(»alh her, a yawning chasm at her feel. ’What could «he 
do to save America? I'herc was no time to 1:)e wasted. The 
(rf>vernmeni decided to collect as noisily as [>os»ible a vast army 
on their northern shore aud threaten invasion. , To augment tfhe 
chances of success they prepared an exjxciition at Toulon to ^ 
threaten the safety of Minorca. Desperate remedies, dependingf 
for their success upon the failure of thd British fleet. Bdt, tmtes 
were d'^sperate. The English might be deceived by the Minorca 
feint and send their battleships off to Mediterranean. =^In tbit 
case jt would be po.ssib1e to re|K*at the performance of the Young 
Pretender. 1'hey might on the other hand keep evei^ ship in 
■the Channel. In that ease Minorca .miglit ac^i^ly be won^mjd 
serve as a sop to Spain whose assistance was more than ever riiec^S'' 
sary.. In any case the plans in combi|iation promised to keep ibe 
British Navy busy, to postpone the Americah question, to 
convenient season, allow distracted Frs^Oce to 
reshuffle the, European pack and fini some strorigtT cardi^i;;.^^^ 

If anything w^s needed to prove to* the French the 
of their views, it was supplied by Ae Wild 
Emgland. It was certainly disconcatfag to bear : thii 
troops were Enust'ef !&4 on the other sWe of the 
sfptdoW of the ' 4 ^ darkened every ' doorway 
more teyehhea^d fKunted out that^ there 
•with Boscaw<^ and Hawke to j^oteci old England?® 
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activt:, knd dananded »otr»e shaire ipif , 
attention- feiglteli expats wete of opiiiioj^ that the .<)rO^' 

riOOT^aeijtpaboutr^^M a blind.; and that an effort i^^oidd 

be'itode'as"^ to unite tho,:MedtterTanean fleet witli the ^ 

.fleet fereit-i' They saw the danger of halving the fleet -at a 
critical mdnferit, and they resolved to send a small force jrhich * 
would leave ihe Channel Squadron unimi)airtxi. ^ ‘ 

For a# commander their choice fell upon ifit- unrortun^e. and 
never-to-bc4r>rgotten By ng, Admiral the 1 1 rmourahle ' John, 
younger son of f^jrd Torrington Of Passaro. He had himself 
been prfe?fent at lib fatfa^*s victory* He had served In the 54 
6#vy/%v under Vernon during the *45, anrl sat on the court- . 
martial that tried Admirals Mathews and la., lock. His know- ; 
ledge of Minorca was of the most inti mate character, and during \ 
the last year oi the Austrian Succession U'ar, while Anson and 
Jb:iawfe3*Jiad V>eei\ earning glory otT Finisterre, he bad held thi 
chief command in the Medilerrancain ^ 

It was doubtless with some cnjovmcnl of their own acunieri 
that His Majesty's advisers saw through the Ffenrh design, and 
reduced the Mediterranean fleet to inconsiderable dimensions.- 
Unfortunately, *«>n this occasion they oVer rwrehed themselves. 
'Fbe French were in deadly earnest, and when thev realized that 
the English 'were not sending out a conunander of recognized 
ability and a reputation based upon past triumphs, wlien evdrj^ . 
day convinced them how luizardou^ the invasion scheme jwns 
likely to pi;^)ve, and how magnifu'ently ’England was prepared to! 
meet it on the «ea, they determined to prc'ss home the attack s 
upon Minorca, and ‘3eal the English a' blow where they least 
expecied it* ^ 

When Byng arrived Gibraltar at the beginning of May, i 756f- 
be heard that the French design .vas well in front of his defensive ■ 
scheme.* No less than i b,ood^ troo}>s under tlie popular Mar&chal j 
le Due do Richelieu had be**b convoyed frum Toulpn in 200 trans-^v > 
pohs, prcNtceJed by twSlvc shi|^ of the line uqder die Marquis de 
Ea Galissoniere, a humpbacked little man of flj e-eating 
Tending at Ciudadela on the east of Minorca Jtfftj duke had 
meh;acTd®a'the and laid siege to Mahon pe capit,a^U Wid 


S 'thc wh^i the English I 
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^ to^n the .<Jt;fcacte was maintained by a mere handful of 2,o^> 
JLiim Gt:n«3r|i Blakeney, a veteran of eighty-four, many of whojie ' 
Officers were Returning from leave in the ships that accompanied 

At Gibraltar according to Instni'ctions Byng was to pick up a 
quota of the garrison and take it with him to Mahon : but the 
t^overnor was g man who was hardly worthy of the Rock. He 
refiiseiijl to part with the men, ** because " (as Anson pithily put it) 
he would then have fewer at (hbraitar‘\' He had abandone d 
hope as regards Minorca, and it is to be feared that his sentiments 
infected the Admiral Byng came of good fighting slOfck. He 
had had plenty of exi>eriencc. That he was a fleet commander of 
merit the battle of Minorca proves : that he was a brave man is 
proved by the heroic demeanour with which he met the snading 
voices that without understanding accused him of crimes that his 
soul contemrK:d; and by the <‘alin fortitude of the closing sccni!. 
But he was not cast in the heroic: mould, and the occasion 
demanded Harwke, As Byng sailed from (iibrallar-a growing 
conviction sei/ecl him that even, if ho met Cialissoniere and de- 


feated him, he would be powerless to deliver a beleaguered garrij>on 
from the clutch of the IHic de Richelieu. 

Ten days after leaving Gibraltar, ByOg at rived at his destination. 
He endeavoured to communicate with the garrison, but Monsieur 
de La Galissoni^rc was not long in challenging his right to inter- 
and/m 20 th May there was fought to the S.VV. of Mahon tlie 
battle which has given rise to so much controversy. & The t om- 
batants approached each other from opposite flt>ints, the French 
admiral appearing from the south-east, and Byhg standing to 
meet him from the north-west. Both admirals skirmished <'tn)~ 
ningly for the wind ; but good fortune favoured the Englishman, 
and with the wind at S.W. the^wo forces passed each other on 
opposite tacks ; B> ng with the starboard tacks board, 
Gaiissoniere, ii) the glorious Foudtafi^Lnt^ with the port. , , i; 

AcCiOrding to the Fighting Instnictions, when the* ^ 
fleets met on opposite tacks, the Admiral in command [hating the 
: wearther gauge] wSu|d proceed upoh his wind until such time as 
hfe judged his van to be conterminous with the enemy's rear.^ 


*^13^ above, p. am. 




HAWKE 


At that point It behoved him to go about ; either ship 

ihip beginninjg the rearmost, or all ships to^^ether, 

. the fleets, as # Beachy Head, were numericaTly unt^tmablhe hostile < 

■ lines would thd:n be coextensive ; and with skill and Otiution ][)araHel. « 
[Below a. b. &'C.] ^ 

Byng was conversant with all forms and conditions of battle ♦ 
array. He was familiar with the body of Inslryctions recently 
;i amplifled under Amon's directing c^h. He had the artist’s 
adthiration for his art ; inherited his father’s genius ; and not 
too ^nodest to hazard sbme originality. He had divided his fleet 
of thirteen ships, which outnuml>cred the enemy by a single vfesel, 



into two' divisims only, instead of the customary three, Tp;] 
Admiral West, who UStd coraraanded the IVantutk at 'roulon, aiiflv 
served as Flag Captain to Warren at Anson’s Finisterre, he com- 
mitted the rear ; the Vifn ho commanded I'limself in thr 


As he led the line past the energy on the starboard tack, he did 
not 'sto[>e»when his leading ship came up level with the last ship of 
the enemy^s rear, but continued for a while the svime 
When at Jasj he gave the signaf for the ikxt to tack, 
guessed that he was going to double. But Byiig did not 
double. His notion was to obviate the manifoij| disadvantages die 
running flown straight befort‘ the wind by advi^pg his wl^e. BnSy, 

th«' whole tine went abdht? West’w divij^km^XecaoMf' '|h#, vaift 





|,';|]^|^NGS OK BRITA.IIT; 


that a ship might make the most of l^er broad- 
si^ fire as ihe worked her way into battid {Mak Bvno's 


BrVTttK-PLAN.j ' ' ^'-'V 

Imagine the Admirafs annoyance w'hen be discovered that the 
who in the reversed line was leading the van, had failed 
vf to g^asp the significance of his manoeuvre. Deeming that it 
>'^tpirdy by vSome unforeseen ac cident that the battle was ordered . 

'f* ferently from usual, shev^is doing her best to rectify matters 
pulling the line out len^hwise iii order to make k m^xtensive 
with the enemy’s. Byng was profoundly disappointed ; and after ^ 
vain atttmipts to indicate by signal what he wanted, he hoisted 
the feg for battle as the only racdiod of engaging the enemy in 
the manner he proposed. But it was almady too late. The ships 
of the Van had already won theJr normal [)osition. When they 
saw the signal for battle? they rejoiced to think that the jxiriod of 
‘probation was ovt;r, and hurled Ihimiselves into tvittle line abreast ; 
heading each one. for her opposite in Iht? enemy’s line, and desiring 
but to corujuer or die. True they were ri?rukred liable by tlt*?ir 
.formation to a raking fire, hut as that was the ordinary tnc^)i|^ter 
of a fleet in the w^ind, thw thought no more of it than they 
thought of Byng’s agony as he realised into how desperate a trap 
his plan of action had led him. 

It has been said that the opposing lines were generally coexten- 
sive and parallel. Of set purpose Byng had avoided symmetrical 
extensiorc.. By accident his line was not parallel to the French. 
Ill the procc.ss of fencing for the wind, hk own division (then the 
had gained to i^iudward ; so that, when the. whole line tacked, 
it ioitoed an angle with that of the foe^ 'Ihe Crisis ot 

;tlfE BaTTIX] ; ' 

Owing to tha action of the leader.^, the want of paraMfeM in 
the two lines now became a poskive danger. It wa^ wfli <3;nough 
for the De^hxmy who bad but a short distance to advaftGO\t:M?^^*^ 
fire. It was \v<^dl enough for ihe^ sKips of Byng‘s divfeiO|f whose 
jyidling advance enabled them to use their hroadsid^Jk^a^^they 
rfioved. The acuic point of danger Jay in the 
. m the extremity |he van divisioif where the sea be 

. cpyensd by the Intrepid was considerably greater than ttott ht^vered 
by the Ihfmmr., and the method of advance equity 
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five ships of Admiral West's division did spiendidly, 
and^foroed each an opponent out of the lighting line ; hht the 
came to grief before she could closfe ivith her foe* Her 
fore toj>miist was shot away, and she swung round, into the wtad» 
lilce aft intractable horse defying nuinagement. 'fhe mischief did 
^ afop here for she caused as much confusioh in the rear divisioh 
Its a fmetious horse will do when he cur^^ets in the middle of a pfo^ 
cession which winds its way along the street. Had the w^hok line 
moved into tmttle at the same moment the accident would liave 
been slight in its operation : but the de?parlurc of the Jntrtfid did 
not merely leave a gap in the English line. Her wild career threw' 
the whole of Byng’s sidling col unm into confusion, and left the 
flench commander whdly free to make the nuxst of a golden 
opportunity. ' 

Galissoni^Te did not fail to see his advantage. Isl'he impetuosity 
of the Engli'-'h van had carried it to leeward ; ai^d unless the rear 
division was commanded by a leader perfectly self-possessed, he 
would l>e able to pass through the yawning gaj/and cut the 
English line. Oftce through the line he would able to hug 
the wind, and put the English van between two fires with a reason- 
able hope of crushing it. * y 

i: The tables were turned with a vengeance/ But at tfie crucial 
monient Byng did not lose his head* He saw where lay the need 
of help ; he dlsentmigled the hideous knots that threatened to 
strangle h|m; he straightened his line; made sail; occupied the 
treacherous rift and savdd the situation. Foiled, Galissonierc 
satisfied himself with engaging with his fresh srf'iips the Er^glisb 
vapy itow weary with their exertions; anirSaving thus rendewd 
improbable, he put« before wind and <l<*parted ; not in 
headtpiig flight,r, but glad enough to get aVay. ‘‘ Vye friay'jusd) 
cktni the victory/* tyrote Byng m his letter home.* 

, -Ihi^re is roam for Byng's self-satisfaction ; and yet it doubt- 
ful Whether it wcmld not have been rtially wiser to d<‘cHne^(:t;ion 

^ ‘ ’ 

; HaWke’» kstant accieptance of Byng*» mance^uvre attests its teal value. 
$ir Edward add<^ toifr the little that needed to complete its <^lctu:y. 
He mfwructed the 8h|p» f>cf forming the movement to align l3iein»fclv«ij^ as they 
advanced, those nearest the enemy marking time (so to v^peak) ; tho<ae farther 
away feroj^ding canvai m that the impact might be sitinuUaneous as well a.s 



aftogether. The position of the Due dc Richelieu was like that of 
a diver. The vital cord that brought hiui tlu' t-ssenre of life traped 
out ail the way froni Mahon toTtJulon. lA;r fiirn it was imperative 
that the tube should be safeguarded. So loj^g as Galissoni^re was 
there unchallenged, there was safety : but when liyng arrive^ andj 
took up his position, it was ixs if the diver\ lube had been gmsped^ 
by an iron grip. Galissoniero was the chidlenger, not Byng If 
need vver<e groat, he must attack even from to leeward, I f he faflt^d to - 
do so Byng ^;ould etot all his force on the f ontiniud coinj>iJ^sicm 
of the Due de Richelieu’s air-tube. B)i\g st.t aside the obvious, 
advantaged of his position ; and as a go.ibk<‘ijpor will sometimes , 
do in a monient of excitement dashed into the fray t^) meet. ^ 
mertiice which he saw approaching. Wliat J'mglishnian will bl^me > 
hiui^ 

When the for^xs of Richelieu reah^ed that the fight was v 
and thaf GalissorSfi^re w^as gone, their spirits sank : that vast foree 
despaired. They conjured up a thousand new perils, they fdt • 
that just Wow the horizon were the English troopships- with 
20,000 men attended .perhaps by another fli et. They were . 
doomed! They had failed to take the town by a coup de haain. ;< 
If Mahon were *10 be carried by assault, the besiegers would need 
reinforcemenits ; if worn ou^ by starvation, ^then constant supfSifes., ; 
of food, Who would bring them? This insignificant fleet of 
thirteen English ships w’ould snap up everything. It was tnetcile^i , 

A day passed. The Eng)i.sh, apparently quite at their leisure, re- 
paired ihei^ damages and mounted guard. A second day cradled 
by, dnd there >vaj.s Byng like the patient goal -keeper waiting fora 
'>t^cond rush. I)outAiv,ss now he was ready for any one, and lusty' ' 
with pride in his recent victory. And np Galissoniere. Messieurs,, 
the game is played! » ‘ - ‘ > 

CHAPTER II. ABANDONMENT ^ 

« ‘ ;;; 

^ Even after all these years "Byng is unforgotten and uriforgivetii,^^' 

A very larg^ proportitSti of his* countrymen still think of 
the one Englishman in a high position of trust who failad to pby \ 
thii limn. Are they wrong? ^ Would they thought Bypg i '' 
co\lard, if * they had stood beside thaf bid 

BlaWey and with him seen th^ English flag ^t in '.A 

with luiU seeu'-'die ehemy give way before ^ 



'■ ^ ' '.cw A KTNOS of 

t a*" " 

do. 1 ^ ^^Vhat Xre had t float~to.,w«. 

sJiipsVneedpd '.yepaitt. h no 

What though ;h»s bestow? To teach men the scorn 

to put them, no comf ' , \viiat tliough a 

pesttocc smote the crews? h and heavier 

What though the oe return^ wUh W rc 

ships? To wait. .To 

and k g«n oonM answer . and if outmat^d 

.ait til despair fell upon the many wait till 

the garrison by eight to om, and y ought him the reliel 

only to wait. . ,K„„dout d his vwst. Tie turned 

galhint Iflakeney to hhi;te apd.^ 
“^re have been g^od ^^^ truejike |ir^ 

r^iiman, who have bean that rc!bs them of the iwwcr 

stratagem, or £vL if their cause be |ust and 

of thought. Such men nuv ^ onevwho 

thejj advocate eloq^cut^^^ W appreciaU^ 

h» it’S, tS WUi >.» 

portanco 1 Tht v..ouncu r,>nJdns for Inn abandcHv 

departure shows plainly what ^ itber fight again 

ma,t. ♦fc argued wf *" ^rc french fleet, he 

:r.rof 

.. S njaid 

white, be suyed where^e was, the " j|jS^- did 

wd the, foe could do n<?thing .f |[fl» 

not »?! that in_.|he - 
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I »t his w«» flpng stJTUiSiies m twelve 

eo^ his i?f ^ fetthet mtschife' 

<see ishti^t i| '|i^ could see, that his depattu 

He was only anxi€i|| 
haste* arid fut^ hlek ^ fi^Bt the enemy again. *,' ' 

No soeip^ well he than back came Galissonife Jl'h*' 
had Sunk ^yrig’S entire squadron his task could .not havi fea^' 
mote perfe^ly complettl^ They were gone : under the wair#|^ 
over, he littte cared. Communications with Richelieu were'ri»' 
Opened ; reuiferceaients brought ; cargoes unshipped ; and supplies 
thrown into the iitvaders^ linet». Spirits ro«:e high m the camp olfihe^ 
Frenih , htit within the walls "hearts heat slowly and gotij hbf% 
died* For more th«in a month after ByngS departure the phjicltjr 
little force defied the well-fed army of the French : but furtba^V 
than that humam endurance could not go, and the Union 
came down, * ^ 

Minorca was lost. 1 ^ 


CHAWER III, THE ADMiRAUS EXPIATION 

in England a*howl of Execration went up, and the 
commander was at once setliown as a dastard of meanest 
The whole affair was so inexplicable that many saw 
red-handed, Byng had sold hts services to Charles 
Young Pretender! This version accounted for som® ol dW/ 
mcurmtm<Mf but did not satisiy the populace. To tbeiUjvfijmf . 
vvas a rascall)^ craVen, meet to be class^ with the lUrklb^S.WMi’’^ 
Wades, Why be should Wait to run till the French had 
the my, was }n truth a little trustifying," 


We fiaveiatdy he<.n told 
Of l>old» 

Who engaged in a terrible %ht 
They i^et after tpon, 

WWfi I tbihk was too 1000, 
per they both ran awayh^Ote 


Bdt details artived of Byng's ingeniew 

ts ruinadoti by ibe overzealous nn* new light 

mssielp;; , ‘'C'. , -T X. . • 
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I unt<^ brave West, “ Take the van.” 

I said unto brave West, 

** As you like fighting best, ^ 

1 in the rear will rest : . 

Take the van.” 

Evidently Byng had run away unconscious that West had boatetf 
the enemy withbut him 1 This was the^ ^^tnost unkind<^t cut of 
aH,” seeing^ that the behaviour of the van had robbed Byiig’s 
|VictoTy^ of its decisiveness. But to no one on shore was the trutji 
apparent, nor would the truth have been believed if an an^el from 
heaven had pronounced it. 

The growling of the thunder had not diminished when Byng, • 
in answer to instant orders, sailed for a homeland whose ports 
positively bristled with Warrants for his arrest. He returned in . 
sorry mood. He was distressed to find that his 'services^ were no 
longer acceptable. Acceptable ! If tradition may be trusted, the 
Premier was at that very time assuring an influential deputation 
who blatantly voiced the disgust of the City of I^ndon : Yes, 
yw, yes! We’ll hang him of Course; of course. Yes. Yes!” 
If Byng felt nothing but the qualms of uncertainty on bt« pa.ssage 
home, the devilish demeanour of the populace when he landed^ at 
Portsmouth in mid-Au|;ust must have gone far to disillusion him. 

After his arrest he was at first confined at Greenwich, but when 
at the end of December, the trial began, he w’^as removed to 
Pcfirtsmoifth. His judge**, four admirals and nine captains, met 
on board the St. George. The President of the’' Court was 
Admiral Smith, known to his familiars as ‘** 7y*n of Ten Thousand ” 
in recollection of the saii<w impudence with which as a lieutenant 
he had forced a French frigate at -Plymouth to lower topsails in 
the: presence of his ship. The^prisoner was tried in accordance 
with the Twelfth Paragraph of tiw Articles of War.* No haste 

^ tike fo much else in the administratlsau of the Navy, the Articles of War 
ha44>at lately uiidcrgcnle revision at Anson’s haufids. Ever sine©^ ihfr days of 
James I T the twelfth Ar ticle had read'.v Every lierSpn itf the fleet, who 
through cowardice, negligence, or disaffection, shall in time of aefiOfi, with* 
draiy or not Come intg flght, or engagefnent, or shall not do his utmost to 
take of destroy every ship which it shall be his duty to engage ; and td assist 
"all and every Of His Mr^sty’s ships, or those of his allies, which ii ahall be 
his dm/ to assist and relieve ; every su^ person, so offending, and being con- 
victed thereof by the sentence of a court-martial, shall suffer death, or such 
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1 unto brave West, ” Take the van, take I 
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wM due formalities were respected, and ' after , a 

flionth’s difeliberation the court arrived at a decision, and .ftmv 
the prisoner before it for the last time to hear seiifentj^ 
'^Ivered. * ' , • 

%;As he 'passed to the St Ge&r^ Byng began to have forebc^bgft 
JiAd. he failed to prove that be had borne himself in battle is hie 
would have done under the very eyes of King Detdngen-? Would 
he be subjected to the ignominy of a public reprimand ^ 

As he came*bn deck he was met by a friend whose face told its 
Own story^, and that a sad one. The Admiral was astonished. 
“What I have they broke me?” he exclaimed, and when the con- 
soler loOlccd for words and fodnd none, the Admiral again spoke, 
“Well, well! if nothing but my blood will satisfy them, let them 
take it/’ Before the court of doom his countenance changed not, 
nor did ^is chedk blench. 

The sailor judges acquitted him of cowardice, and they acquitted 
him of treachery, but they wt*rc unable to find tliat he had done 
all humanly possible to bring to a happy <'onclusion the work witf 
which be had been entrusted. They convicted him of negligence 
and the punishment was death. Byng heard the sentence with 
same resignation with which he would doubtless have rec' Ved tbt 
news that a wound in battle ^vas likely td prove mortal. Thert 
was not a soul on board who was not sorry for him. Some spokt 
to him of the King’s clemency, of the ho[>e of pardon, “ Pardon ! ’ 
he returned piournfully, “ what satisfaettpn can 1 receive from the 
liberty to crawl a few years longer with the infamous load of £ 
pardon on my back? ; .Ides|)ise life on such terms,” The distresj 
of the Judges was as genuine as their honesty was transparent 
They knew that their findings was right, and the penalty wrong 
“For our consciences sake as well as in justice to^he prisoner, wt 
|>ray your lordships in the most, earnest manner to recommend him 
to His Majesty's clemency/’ No stone was left unturned tc 
retoe doomed Admiral, ^ven his enemies, c/en the Freh«dhi 

pHnmk^ 0 hitm cireumsianc^s of ike off me e 

juigi .Itfview Pf certain ng/sr^rlages- of ja8tice\^l|! 
the Austrian Succession War, an^ the tendency of leJiieiiit courts t< 

take too much upon themselves, the words in italics had feSjen ruled put, Sut 
the alteration was intended merely to’*rcscrvc the prerogatl^ of menfy for ’tl« 
crown. , 
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, lai^pctitioiis icfore the throne, but, all to no purpose. Byng was 
l)urJliumaii» aod he had greatly erred. U was George’s place to 
forgive'^^him. But the King repudiated the divine attribute, and to 
« a%app^Is returned the same reply. ‘'Was the sentence of dte 
Court'Hat fault?” Even Lord Hardwicke could but admit that 
* the verdict was unimpeachable. “Then,” said the King, “it sliall 
stand.” * 

It was on a wild blustering day in March 1757 tliat the last act 
of the tragjedy was consummated. In Portsmouth teboUf every 
ship had her yards manned. Of tlfe citizens the more curious put 
off in small craft to be as dose as jwsible ; others ^contented 
themselves with a more stable post of vantage on the jetty. Admiral 
Boscawen on board the jRoyaJ Sovereign signed the death warrant, 
ahd g^ve the necessary orders for the firing party. 'Ore scene of 
the execution was the Monarqu^y a 74 captured f/om the French. 
On bo^rd marines lined the poop and quarterdeck, the gangways 
and waist- All the ships in harbour wcto requir^ to send their 
bfficers to witness^ the execution, but the wildness of tlie day made 
it difficult for them to approiich. The 5 V, George^ where the lijiai 
had been held, and where Byng had once hoisted his flag, broke 
from moorings, in an inanimate attetnpMo r<jjscue her master 
c^ from an infectious sense of impending d^m. It had at ou^ 
time been suggested that the execution should take place on the 
foremtle, but the poor victim was spared this cruel and unpeces^ry 
outrage. *On the quarterdeclf a platoon of nine marines stood 
ready ; three Itnes of them, three in a line; the first two lines with 
bayonets fixed. On the oppositie side a cu|higi|, % |>IentiM supply 
of sawdust, anej^ wooden screen completed the grim and ominous 
arrangements. ^ « 

At the hour cf noon the dread horror of expectancy mvadetkffie 
btea^its of all who were privik^e^ to witness the end. A few 
minutes later the door of the captain’s cabin opened #ide,i and 
Admiral Byng s^ej^d out. He was dressed not in the Mjfc and 
white be wore when he carried the BamURe& imo m 

. light-coloured cc>a| that the Navy knew not, nrir recc^ised- , In 
theopter cabin $tood a group of ffinej^ionaries from lljfe 
wfeHing themselves elsewhere doubtless ; subdued ; shifting jfrpni 
focf to foot. The Admiral Ixmeddpw to all^ and tlit 

Marshal he almost b||p^ly, " few, my 
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mth itejp weat tmi npm the qai^rterrteck, Hcjva a glmee 
ro«l!jd nhoij^d htta that all was m older, and in a voice whiA hfs 
douri^t ^otdd not mistake ht anything but |^* 

again acO#tecJ the Matshai, ** Ifeemember, bir, what I have 
you relative to this paper ; and he handed him a document Jhdma^ 
ceiemonioi$ bow. Then turning he walked to the cmhioia ' 
khelt upon it. One offered to tie the bandage round his,eyes,'*^|^ ^ 
the Adthifed put him aside without impatience. ‘'Thank 0l>d» 

I can do it jtoybelf,*' he said, and did it as easily as a beau woi^d" 
set his ruffles. For the space of a minute he lient his head ih 
prayer, and then according to a preconceited signal he drop)p^ a 
handkerchief. The nine marines advanced a step forward Stnd 
fired, Of stx bullet# five pierced the body of the Admiral, who 


yielded up his soul without a struggle and without a gr<.>an. j* ^ 
ft may well be said of Byng that nothing in his life became 
him like the leaving of it.*’ Not Sir Thomas More, nor Sir 
Waiter Raleigh mounted the scaffold with a quieter denaealiour, Or 
died a felon's death, gracing it more the while But the contem- 
plation of such an end makes it luider to understand why such a 
character could ever hvsve failed to si\. where us duty lay, while 


* Byng wa& anxious to look Ivs enemies tn the face a i he died, and OOnseUt#! 
to he blindfolded only when he heard thiu the hateful task of his cxi^ution^ 
would thereby be facilitated. * 

f No one made a more strenuous effort to rescue Byng than Voltaire, thi^ 
great literary genius of contemporary France. In his novel Condidir, be 5 
spnbes Byng's death irt a passage which wiH nave; be forgotten. tJaftdtdCuhaa ' 
been broughifup to hcheve that everything is for the he*>t m the $cat of all 
possible worlds, amf in the course of ibreign travel is rapidly correcting the 
impreiskm. 

“ En causant ainsi Us abord^rent k Fortsmqpth. TJne multitude de jpeupkl ' 
Couvrait k livage, et regardait att^tivement un a| 8 e» gros liomme quWtah I 
getJO^, les ytsbxband4% sur te tillac d*tm des val&scaux & la llotte ? 
soldaK poalli^ Vis*i-vi« de cet hqupe^ lai tirih*ent chaclrn trois balka ^ 
k k idDis patsfblement d^mondc; e| toute Paafiembli^e ekn setoumt/ 4 , 
extrehiivosioul^^#^^ (^^est-crtinc qud toot ceci? dit Can Aide; 
ddakU exerce partOQt son wwpir« ^ ^ demanda i|tti iftaitjCe^ros bonnipe 'i 
^ venait de Gdrdsnonie. C’est ua amiral, lui rdpdWk-on. El 

.<■: hd dit-o*ii parte qo’il tt*t pA kit 

' i tkinde i W a Ihp un combat k uo sfaiial fran^ais, et ipll Irodvd 
: ; pa« akip pfbs de lui. Mais, dit* Cai^lliky. I’amiial »a^ais tftait auaSi' ... 
de randral celui-ci TtS tail Hal Iktirel Ctlapst 

fmais dans cc paysrci^i^l bfOti de mer d&enips 





■ .,1. ^ ' vj'-l 

cMfced his aid. • Perhaps hi 


- dialled his aid. • Perhaps the ' 

* m0nsj pitiful than the misconception under which Byng labored 
i^tothe^d. loyally he had served his King, fearlessly met the 
^ foe, cohfidently went to his death like a brave true geutlemah; 

Had |e realised that his return to Gibraltar constituted desertion, , 
^ he UEver of course would have left : but he never knew in what 
be had offended, and died in the conviction of innocence.^ 


It was of course io Hawke that all men turneds>when there 
came bad riews from the sea. Without loss of time he set out to 
right the wrong ; to send home Byng, degrade the Governor pf 
(Jibraltar, and castigate the fleet of Galissoni^re, He escorted a 
new Governor, who might be trusted not to. retain at the Rock 
men whose departure would lessen the garrison (1), and he took as 
his second Centurion” Saunders, a kindred spul of approved 
worths ** A Cargo of Courage ” .set sail, .said the wits. 

The Unpleasant part of the business was quickly over, but 
Minorca w,as already past help, and Galissoni^re safely bestowed. 
There was work to be done, however. The fall of Minor|^ had 
detracted gravely from British prestige. The Meditdrmnean 
states began after the manner of small animals to bark at the lion 
in his anguish and har/y the noble lK*ast with petty irritations. 
At such a moment the presertre of Hawke w^as invaluable. A 
^storeship m route for the. Rock was snapped up by the French in 
the Straitjj. There was no French port at hand, but the captors 
dragged their prize intef Algeciras. The neutrality of Spain 
rendered the procee<}M illicit, and Hawke demanded the instarit 
release of the ship. Jplne French rcturned'tf cbnt^^ refusal. 

That; the countryman of tlalissoniere theCirent would chaffer with 
p)^gnnes who ran away in the micfdle of a battle was surely 
preposterous supposition ! . 

Without^ a moment’s hesitation Hawke loweitd his 
swooped into the harbour, and curbut the prize from tti^d^r the 
Spanish guns. * * . • * / 

After this the situation became easier. , , > ’ 

*Th€ mscriptipn cm® his monument at^outhiU, Beda., aa follows: 
the Picrpetaal Disgrace of Public. Justice, the Hoti. joKn Byiyg, » 
^ of the Blue, fell a martyr to Political PerlMscution, March 14 th in the 

^ar M ftcc 1^.11 ; when Bravery & Loyartty were insuScleiU SecaHtits lor 
fte Life and Honour oi a NavftipflScer.” 





HAWKE 




r'% home^he cup of misery rapidly filled, and filling overflo*^? 
In the selfsame month that saw the flag of Blakeney des^p^ 
Suraj-ud'Dowkh perpetrated at Calcutta ofic of the vilest devil- 
doms reojrded in history or myth * Fortress lost and glory 
. departed :V Rattle and murder, massacre and atrocity. iQould' 
national hohpur lower go ! ^ ; 

Eversintl; Aix-la-Chapelle, the Queen of Hungary, patieht aS 
Penelope, had teen weaving a web. Hatred for' the' robber of 
Silesia was its warp, Crossed and recrosstd by the woof of diplo- 
macy. With it she hoped at last to enmesh the King of Prussia. 
Fredcrfcrs conduct during the late war Kad kindled in other than 
Austrian breasts the sparks of jealousy and didike.; and these he 
carelessly fanned into flame by his cai]sti( unbridled wit. He 
made very rude remarks about ],a Pompadour and the Cavatina 
fid habeth, and ,,the ladies in question did not relish his jests ahy 
fiik- mefre tecaui^e they were seasoned with truth. In the fatal 
iiiiitnmn of 1750 he found himself faced by a coalition, which in- 
^ laded Swe^den, Saxony, Poland, Russia, F ranee and Austria.f 

Where now to England was the benefit of the ‘Prussian alliance? 

* When the n^ws of liui Black Hole reached Madras, consternation fell on 
all, Ch:a|Tleis Wat«son, now an Admiral, was there. His health was bact, and 
his request for leave had been granted : more, had Ix^en command^ liOine 
with all his ships to meet the peril in Europe. But he set his maladies aside, 
and declared himself ready |p disobc) orders. He would carry his squadten 
itp^ the Hooghly to retake (Calcutta if the soldiers of Madras would second his 
efforts on shore. The troops were embarked under the hero of*Arcdt Vsfihose 
activities were thus transferred to a region where the laurels grew thickly, 
Calcutta is eighty wiilcs and more from the sea and its mouth is barred by 
shoals called die Bra«bCjs. pilots declared it impossible to ca^ Watsofi^a^ 
flagship, the Kmt^ over the shallows. The Admir^ declared t|8t if nd 
dsB would guide her in, he woul^ guide her^n himself. When Calcutta was 
near, Colonel Clive went ashore ; and as his troops advanced against the 
enemies’ front, Watson turned their Cank from the river. XJ^us the flag came 
back tOgf^'ort William. Plassey followed, and Watson’s seamen and gUlta. 
proved invaluable. It has bcen^^jiid that Watson was sick. The Bengaleae' 
climate proved too much for him. ^He di^ soon after Pjlaasey, and bxa ^r«d' 
brxiy wall laid to rest in llie graveyard at Calcutta. 1 1 is to be feared 
monument in tlie Abbey with its palm trees and cuienta! chitsfe Jl^ 
sufficed to keep his memor/greea. It is not that th^fctar failed; 
grew dim and vanished in the solar radiance of Cli^.^«5j. ‘ . (i '' f ' 

t The unnatural alliance of Fraii^ce and Austria v&eved 
anaiety,/ Whatever 'the result of' the war, France coii|! not 
'Upoki the KetherlUndsk 
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y^^^'^_^^''i3oa$l)Bd dietiucha)^ tohtinental.jji^cems l’^. : 

hc;^^ tbs^ t^||||jinaerican ijbestion might b^ ieipled 
out lefereho^ ,to Europe. . Now she foimd herself too wusjr by fkt 
to attend to the only matter whi<h justified an appeal to the 
siimrd4 He^whiie across the Atlantic the Marquis Morftqalm tras 
repeating elsewhere the aggression of Fort Duqu&sne. 

' I . '' ' ’/ ' ' '*'1 , 

The Storm of 1756 bore all the distinguishing feature:? of Uie 
deadliest typhoon. lt» destructive tendencies called for vili^ng 
hands, and willing hands were ready : Watson and Clive, Saunders 
and Wolfe, Boscawen and Anson and Hawke. But Itill more 
igfgent was the call for a grt^at directing br^in that should find for 
each his allotted task. Now was the moment for ithe inspiration 
of an Elb-aWh, the clarion voice of a Cromwell, the sobejr sen^lf 
William IH. .. 

It may be conceded at once that Thomas Pelham, I)u% df 
Newcastle, England’s Prime Minister, did not possess the,qualiti<^,.i 
requisite in his position*. 'Phe storm that had arisen was not of , 
his brewing, bqt this is all that can be said for him. No bfi 
eminence has ever found himself so completely out of his element 
as Newcastle confronted by a war of worid’-wide dimensions. No/ 
statesman hp ever been,, so raercifessly pelted with flouts aJid jeers,' 
taunts and derision. He was fussy and incompetent. He lent 
himself to the caricaturist and satirist. ‘*He lost half ah hour at 
"the beginning of the day and ran about till evening looking for 
He was expected to Recapture Minorca, flagellate Suraj-ud* 


‘ (1721-42) had been overthrown by l&e €H*thagenafisMi0O'; .{iar 
ter^ (17MP4) by the disastrous battle of Toulon, Henry Pelhata who 
foUcw'ci'^44-54); saw the hoflrois of the. *45 dissipated by the battles of 
Finistenc. These gtortes entitled him to the six' quiet years of office teat 


, followed Aixda-jChapcUe. Without tlK endowment of gemu^ he had Ifjliptkbd 
from Walpole the principles that govern Snance, and thd finance jjha^Wftr- 
mles principle. He had learned also from .his master's mtatakes, and BD far 
from driving ail tainted men intCbOpposition, found piaM in lua adj^b$itra- 
tion for one man after another till the wtta went tq 

and nick-named his^||9»et the Broad*bottom^: Ministry. e^yed 

with infinite relish the^xercise of power; and ^ his, OOUtma 
by a li^^-itke desire' lo stay where he wms, whatever ,^ of 

l^entUlgfet bring. Just as the New l^nglanders made their 
in the valley, of tlm ‘Ohio^ he,^.died; 
his vacant 



Dowlah, tttfii tiie French out of America, and unravel 

most com^P^ted tangles in the mstze of ^yopean diplomacy— 

and he did even know that Cape Breton Ms an island ! 

In the panic of ’45 he had with craven fcur oO’cred his servmes 
the Voting Pretender, The crisis of ’56 Aas more tfjyqble,* 
/■ 'ti threatened' the overthrow not of the flanoverians but of, Eng- , 
land, Nevrcastle may be forgiven if he winced before it. But 
there wtfcs one who did not wince. It was at this moment that 
there passed into currency a golden phrase which caught th^ 
impression of the nation*^ fancy arul remains in circulation tp 
this day know that I can save the country and that no one' 


else caji.” ■■ _ ** •'*“‘‘4' 

The vibrant thrill of Pitt*s voice had for long marked him om 
in the Commons' House. In the autumn of ’56 the moulder of 
England's dpstiny was already nearly fifty yeajs of age. Three 
years ydunger thdn Hawke he had entered Parliament just at the 
tithe that Hawke became a captain. At the outset of his c^ireer 
he had joined his voice with Vernon's in denouncing Walpole's 
policy of peace, in fulminating against the indignities which Eng- 
land was obliged to suffer at the hands of Spain. He bore down 
resistance in debate as Hawke pinioned his prey. It wai» not 
only that he was gifted with a rnelodious ,ilow of perfectly chosen 
words and perfectly harmonized Ideas, but behind them pciiled 
the |welling diapason of invincible confidence, idealization <;|f 
duty, and a love of lingland that put to sliamc the grt|ed of < 
and the piausible utterances of tfie trimming place-hunter. ^As ^ 
they listened to«him men felt conviction in spite of themselves, 
and those who weSe pfil up to answer found sudden truth in fh^ 


story that the Emperor Augustus could avert the a.ssassin's thrust 
by the lightning glances of Ris eye. Though the irreverent wit, ^ 
might vow that the statesman acted with a talent equal ,to 
Garrick's, the grandeur , of Pftts deportment and the stateliness 
of his demeanour supplied Che fitting complement to his majestic 
periods ahd,commaiitMng tone^ ^ 

When the consuming fire of his zeal had (iiven Sir 
Walpole into the quiet seclui^on of the Upper'^^ouse, Pkt: \ 

his cptjut^;«ienaced by a*more insidious &ai^er.^ 

the German ^tes in support-jif^^ : Madriii^ M|E 3 te 
medSl^me and 
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k vjgc^ur that dbfitjd cqrrection; aad hm uii- 
. coTt^olnisiiig attitudt^ made him a very odious image in the 
Hanoverian eyes of the King. So bitter bc^came the antipathy of 
court, so enduring the royal disfavour that the crisis of ’56 
fouqdiPitt in a position no more "exalted than that which he had 
« oa'upied when he first entered Parliament twenty-one years before. 
The very attributes which estranged the brilliant orsttor from 
the court, endeared him to the people, and enshrined hinMn 
hearts. They applauded alike his patriotism and liis rectitude. 
To them he was the Great Commoner” ; and however menacing 
the aspect of affairs, to them the remedy was obvious:'. Away 
tjfith the Pelhams 1 Put Pitt at th« helm : a pilot, to weather the 
storm!” / 

So loud, so insistent was the cry, that court and minister bowed 
before it. Newcastle retired like one who thrown away a pe^h, 
not because he has lost his taste for the luxury, b.Ut beca&e thw 
is a wasp sitting on it. His withdrawal made Way for a war 
minister greater far than any England iias produced Or 

sijifce. To the arts of the statesman Pitt united tho «wbt|e gift of 
ripest generalship. With ixmetrating gaze he took in every part, 
of the theatre of war and his tlieatre coextensive with tht 
world. Proudly consejpus of England’s strength upon the sea, 
he recognized the power of his Imemies upon the continent. TJe 
did not boast of his own advantages, or thrust them before the 
notice of^his rivals. He encouraged the belief that his own 
schemes were also contirtehtal, in order the more su<»c.essfully to 
screen his {jlans of oversea dominion. ‘‘ I will o^)nquer Amerte/' 
he said, upon the plains of Germany.” ‘ “ : v f * 

It was not only that Marlborough, im ** taught the doubtful 
battle where to rage,” m tfic fieM Marlborough wonkl 
mask his movements till the h$t moment; 
ready, reveal a disposition of infantry and cavalry that tfee enemy 
had little suspected: so the great ^ar minister with |he tltread'^ 
of diplomacy entirely in his keeping, revtJaled his projects onl) 
when it was too late to counteract them ; and manipulated his 
striking forces, Ntfrv and Army, wiijr a jierfect and unprecedemed 
appredatioh of their possibilities. * ■ , . ■ 

Mor^ than all he was an innov|itor, and handled the Navy an(' 
Army in (omlnuation as they had ffevar been handled befcne.- 
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In the devdopment of sOTviUeserso diff«gmnt Ihat 5 had l^n «t ' 
natural tendency for the military advisers of the crown to dr^HV' up ; 
the militaiy programme, and the nava! advisers to draw i|p the 
naval In the result a want of harmony often went far to vitiate 
the general scheme of offence. Under I^itt's^ systcgi 
campaign was ananged in consultation with the rulers of^Navj* 
and Army. The needs were then made known to the subordinate 
departments, but the plan itself kept secret. An army would be 
mobilized, and a fleet equipi>ed and commissioned without a soql , 
outside the cabinet knowing for what purpose the armament had 
been prepared. 

To those who had served* under the old regime this was a 
revolulion, and the strangeness of the change is attested by the 
usual series of apocryphal stories. A('cording to these Pitt would 
draw up instructions for the fleet, rush at Lord Anson, put his hand 
over tlie instrudions, and force the tn mbling Admiral [Anson 
trembling !] to«aflix his signature without the faintest notion vfliat 
the fleet was expected to do : or he would threaten the First Lord 
with impeachment if all preparations were not ready within an 
absurdly short tiinedimit, producing such an efiVet by his spirited 
menace that the nitjn-of-war 'were all equipped according to the 
lime and manner appoirfled. It is a shame to scatter such ex- 
cellent myths; but all are falsified by the one obvious fact 
Anson himself was in the cabinet. They serve lunvever to show 
the natural annoyance of a department hustled into making 
arrangem«jnts w'ithout being showm thtf cause. 

It was in N<?vember 1756 that the Duke of Newcastle retired. 
Put the dispensafiori%f favours by his family for more than a 
decade had won him a control over the Comntons that frustrated 
the schemes of Pitt. “The ^eat minister had ha^'dly entered 
before he was compelled, ‘*amid a shower of gold boxes,” 
leave. • As the country refused to have the Duke, and the Duke^s 
supporters refused to have^Pltt, there ensued a deadlock which 
could only, be removed by union of ccuntrariCs. In June 1757 
a joint-stock company was floated under the management of , 
and Newcastle.*. But tn the meantime prioress time had b^qii . 
lostLand England's eneuilcs continued theiS;insoleht career tihi 
checked. On oa<te «ide of /he Atlantic French made ,&sk' 

, * ** Mr. 'Ktt floes and the Duke 6f New^tlfl 
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I^oid oil 4 the tiwee great g4i»s, and massed their 

^ the Gibraltar of tba%art»^ On the oth* side 

Atlantic, Frederick of Prassiw was defeated with the loss 
men, and contemplatigd suicide: while the Ouke of 
Cansj^ land,. Butcher of Cullodeh, by a shaitidess compact made 
. % virtual surrender of Hanover to the French. 



Eyly in 1757 at Pitt’s request Hawke returned from the 
M^terranew. He had already done much to re-establish 
•British prestige, and he left his fleet in the strong safe,fcids of 
ShMders. Pitt was of course anxious to hear the Admifial’s 
opuiion on the Me miscarriage, a'fter vimving the^situatioii at 
close quarters. In his own opinion Byng had been inn^icxml. 
Hazarding his popularity he had spoken boldly vdien Bfs^ was 
c6ndema«l. He had even remonstrated with. the Kii^ Hi 
r^ded unfortunate Admiral as atoning by his deatlT%ot foi 
his own sins, but for the sins of Newcastle; who had allowed him to 
sail with a paltry.force, insufficient and ill-eqiiipped.* liawke 
bluntly Combated his arguments. Supjiosing that the prepara- 
tions had been inadequate, he had no doubt in Jils own mind 
that if he had been in Byng’s place he would either have defeated 
GalissonitUK, or died in* the attempt. But he w«»^ not even 
admit that the preparations had been inadequal^«'~Why ? By- 
cause they had been set on foot by Ixird Anson than whom the 
Admiralty ^er had and i^ever Could have a better head. Now 
one of Pitt s most valuable qualities was his abjlity to estimati.' 
quickly the measure of the fulness of a «:ank: stature. He ro- 
cojgiized in the sailor before him not only the brilliant com- 
n^der, that his deeds proclaimed him ; but a man of stubborn 
views, whose loyalty, love of co^ntiy, and sterling honesty held 
up the glass to his owu ideal of what a patriot should !:M '»Was 
Hawke’s estimate of Ansq^, correct? » Was Anson aftw’\# iom* 
thing better than, a D.ical hireling^ , H^wfee’s words far to 
remove the mischM which the Minorca scandal 1^ thought. 
The silent fether of the,, Navy had Jtieen driven ih^' wiWient. 
But now at. Kit's otBi ilmtation he sapmied Iq tte ^dni^ty ; 

* N«wc}iiUe’s atthude t^aids Byng W> dia»iiBen«d 

by a belief that Us'qwii.tgecioM uetdr wu & '• . '.v.'’/ " 







and in conttibuted a<i fully asitny'diiei; 

10 tho l»ist|e‘ dif %€, ^eat administration. ' ' 0 ] 
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’ll ^|:2*TElK&iici 20-30, 1757 . 
Despitte the fiery ifetpetuosily of Pitt, th< 
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-^Aas<7Aps fear of impeachment, the first enterprise of the new v 
ministry yvm not irt readiness till ‘the autumn was far advanced; 
No details leaked out, and in profoundtst silence an expedition " 
set forth leaving friends and enemies equally mystified. Every 
one knew that Hawke commanded the ships, and that there 
Wdtdd soon be news of a great success. THere were sixteen 
battleships^ ana Hawke |n the Ramillies had the support of 
Admirals Knowles and .%odrick. Knowles had served under 
Vemon'in West Indies* and during the Porty-Five. loiter in 
the wa||||had himself commanded in the Indies* and in action 
squadron captured one ship and pat the rest to 
flight*^?^ourt -martial led on hi|, return for the insufticicncy of his 
efforts he left the court with a reputation for gallantry well adver- 
tiscd» He was"a clevtir man, highly strung, overhearing and very’ 
garrulous, putting his friends to flight ajmosl as quickly as his 
enemies, Br^drick w*as another disciple of Vernon and had 
takon out the reinforcements for which By ng declintid to 
^wke’s sixteen captains included Keppel, Byron, Rpdney, ^ 
' rington,, J^enis and Howe, * - ''''i''- 

This redi^btaWe band had unde| their all-puissant wings a 
COn^j^ of fifty -mre vessels, an armySAearly 10,000 strong, 
flotilla o^f bombships and light crafty alvH even a squadron of 
horse. The soldiers Were under Sir John Mordaunt, a nephew , 
of the famous Earl; of Poterbordugh ; but an old man now, arid 
inclintxj^o be critical of the civilian eccentricities of 
Mordaunt ,Jhad several eminent lieutenants, bijt none destmi^ 
drawxipbn himself so^uch attention as his cWef*^of staff, a' 
niap of thirfy with who “was in a i^Eiite unheroi^, satifl 

<>f corporal -ptbstrati^ a' few hours after 
already lived through 

erithusia8m,»d’r^-’*‘^^'""' 

C^k5 -to tl^ 
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the, sickness alone prevented him from going alio« Four 

ye£yc»T lafc|r, still little more than a boy, he had been thVotigh the 
Cfiittson day at Dettingen. He fought at Falkirk, and at Culloden ; 
^and is said to have protested ag|inHt the brutal butchery whith 
fpllerif^d th^ jaco 1 >ite overthrow* , In the latter years of the 
« 4ustmn Succession War he had won fresh laurels in the l^ether^ 
lands, and. the ppace had found him a lieutenant-colonel though 
but recently out of his teens. 

The pomt aimed at by the expedition was RochCforh Situated 
on the river Qiarente, the town is set back from the sea as far as 
Southampton from the Solent, and is eighteen miles ‘Vrom La 
Rochelle, The Charente empties its waters into the Aix Roadst 
which lose themselves in the ten broad miles of the Basque Roads 
between the isles of OMron and Rh^. 'I'he site had been chosen 
by Colbert and approved by Van ban, who had erected'^ Fort 
Fouras and attendant batteries on the northern bank of the 
estuary ; a bastion on the He Madame opposite, and a frowning 
tower bristling with guns on the He d’Aix in the waterway. 

In 1757 the English knew' very little about the place, and 
laboured under very natural misconceptions concerning its geo- 
graphy. The map that Hawke possessed was a positive handicap. 
Thereon the Basque Roads appeared a passage perilous, beset with 
shoals, in the. midst of wdiich the island fort sat hke ^ siren inviting 
victims. If these dangers were overcome the rest appeared easy. 
Th^ whole /orce would advance ; and while .tli« town was bom- 
barded by the the army w^ould be landed and rate forward 
with scaling-ladders and c^ture the place out® of hand. The 
i^^town could then be burnt, the ships in the nver destroyed, and the 
fortifications blown into the air. IJo minimke the chances of 
mishap the expecKtion included a Huguenot refugee, who was how- 
ever not more trust worthy than the ^map. He may have valuetl 
his religion ;^ore highly than his blood. He probabl^ valued 
his stip^d more than either. He certainly wms not false, but he 
knew nojpiore of Rochefort than tlTe Englisfi did. * 

The ftet reached its destination on 20th Septeml^r full late 
for operations in the JPay of Biscay. *^rhe weather proved uhpro- 
pitious, and it was not until three days had passed that Sir 
f . JBidward ^vas able to order the graiMd' assault upon the tei!rors.^f 
the island of Aix* Fpr this task he commissioned the van und^?# 



Adimral Knowles. Sut the ojiening of the attack proved the fitSt 
of the many suiprises which this expedition had in st<»e >The 
Bastjue Roads were utterly void of offence, and the island te 
proved no impregnable fortres.s^ The roadstead of Aix was so 
wide that thCTe, was ample room for the flee! to % umWbe' 
shdter Of Olfiron -quite out of range of the bristling guns, had thev . 
desirOd to do so. They did not desire to do so ; and the^ea^” 



KfSCHEFORT 


mi 


2 the^dmiration bf.ldl 

forty TOtrfsTf vf SeptemhtT he tojac th^^Magnanime wtthili); 

^ a««^.0P‘^Hed fire.,: It. is .said t^t theiS 

for thJ^ solemn silence w^is too tiSti 

for the gunners ffl 4ltm amd that tl^ threw themselS S 
upon them &ceii and to rise. such legsmSdi^ 



a caanomde of less feao two hours^ tb^ ifiUncl 
of A|x wisik won,.aod ofiered the happiest augury for the success 
of the whJie, adventure. 

^I^efore the day vras dver Wolfe who ceaselessly endeavoured to 
mttei| to aiiissue^ clkmbered up to the topmost bastion, 
o|md fipm that post of vantage surveyed thi scene eastwards to the 
goal Immediately in the front of him lay the fortifications 
6ft the north side of the rivet mouth. If Rochefort was to be 
taken these must first be mastered ; and he descended from his 
perch firm in the conviction that the more speedily the task was 
undertaken, the more certainly would it meet with success. 

According to his own estimate three ships and 500 men would 
be sufficient ^ Thfe opinion was endorsed by Haw^ke, w^o 
share in the business incomplete until the soldiers were asheife. 
Therefore he" detailed Admiral Brodrick to look., for a suh^Ue 


landing-place, and prepared to move forward Certain of tUe ships 
for a direct attack riverwards upon Fort Fouras. The mock-pilot 
Uftd^ook to guide the ships appointed to their destination if he 
were allowed to lead the way in the Magnamms^ The only 


objection to the Magnanime w^ that she drew too much water. 
Still he persisted. Asked his reason he replied :* Pdreeque le 
capitaine 'Owe est jeung et brave/* This was a gbod reason, 
but once more it became eviddht tha%the escpedition was sa^^y 
lacking in local knowledge. / ^ 

The Isle of Aix served as an outport for Rochefort town. 'Fh^ 
river itself did not admit df the entrance of ships ftiHyesquipped. 
Exj^rience quickly proved that it would not be possible to repeat 
against Fort Fouras the success achieved arForrAix, for not even 
a bomb-vessel could approach within range. Howe'?f admirer 
vehemently asserted that it was quite Impossible to approach any 
nearer than the ships, were at the moment, and this disappcHnting 
intelligence went far to damp the ardour induced by tha initial 


success. So ! 4 ^e fiist day ended. v.-’-i:/;:' '' ' '-v;. 

On the foUoiSSng day, a?4tb SfeptemberJ spirits ipp* 
Admiral Brodrick's search party returned with fee 
had found the very f>lace where a larftHng could be efiSftkt^ witV 
out wetting bne's shoes. It lay to the north suk of 'thei Isle Of 
Aix within a couple of miles of the'lbrts that seeih^ so txidcc^ 
ible. To Hawke, who expected an ^^*^*^?**^*? 



annoancement of a Council, of War to sit (all being well) on 
followir^ day came like a palsy numbing limbs and thought? 

'fids celebrated synod met early ^ in the morning, and sat the 
day out, talking, arguing, proving and disproving. The same old* 
arguments were flung from side to sid^, picked*up and flur;^ ^ain 
like so many tennis-balls. Sir kdymt^ registered a mental vow* 
that, never again would he willingly taro part in such barren disi: 
putatios^^Pe was disappointed tH'4t the muddy shallows {»e- 
. vented “MroMhips frorn taking a miore active part in the flna! 
.assault ; ;^mt at least he had brought the army to its destination 
and wffiW^ready to plant thertl on the shore. .All he asked was 
that something might be utjderuken “and that (juickly. Had 
Wolfe tjeen sufficiently *»^tor to make bis voice heard, there can 
l)e noi-'doubt that the ^Bliiral would have had an enthusiastic 
suppoiwr. But Mordaunt had quite a different way of looking at 
the problem. With ^niuch show of reason he argued that the 
declaraa|| pfe 'ct of the expedition was the capture of Rochefort by 
escalaffli|B|Phai operation was only po.ssible if ijie town were un- 
prepare^TO the assault; if, for example, the fleet had entered 
the Roads on aoth September, landed the tmops at once, and en- 
abled them to' deliver an attack a few hours after they were 
sighted. What were the facts ? The day following would be the 
26th. Almost a week had passed since the enemy had received 
news of their approach. During that week troops l»ad probably 
poured into Rochefort from every side ; guns had been refurbished ; 
defences stoutened; everything put in readiness. There was 
only^one way noW^ to cjyature Rochefort— by regular .si^e opera- 
tions. But no .siege-train had been provided. Obviously 
J|ochefort would not yield ,to a handful of men with scalihg-^i., 
ladders. What then,?' For what object should <they land ? For* 
a raid ? And supposing the raiders were repulsed (as they Were 
French had utilized the past days as they 
slmidid'SjMBI^abne), could tfie^flect guaj^tee to carry them off 
with U«f same ease itith whiSi they l^ded them ? ’ Eveii Sir 
.Edward Hawke would be fain to admit iiat, his ability to do i,t 
wi^ depend upon the^state/of the weamer^ “Was it .then wortV 
•then while to ri,sk the safety of the who* army for the dbukff^; 
advantage, of a Feconnais!»nce,*in force M As th^, got 
sii^e-train, and Rochefort cou*ldn't be ta^ jvithout ofte, it was a 
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to see ‘what tbw^ in |^ing ashore at all 
Whai 44 Edward Haw^e tbmk ? 

SSr Edward Hawke thought that the summtog-ttp to which he 
.had listajed would be more beconging to the judioal bench than a 
cabfe H a ccan-of-War ; but be gripped himself and did not say so. 

‘ He would doubtless have liked to say what shotiW be done, but 
he felt that the water part of the expedition was over, and that any 
expression of opinion would trespass upon a province purely mili- 
tary. He therefore ended whdre he l>egaji by a furtfeer delivery 
of his conviction that something hhuuld most certainly be done. 
Mordaunt misconstrued his tone, and adduced sirnil^^r ilrguih^ts 
to those already uttered. Aft^r arf all-night sitting it^ was unani'^ 
mously agrcvi^l in the early hours of 26th September, that 
fort could *.not be taken writh a bundle of ladders, Anxio^ to 
obliterate the ?mpressioii of superiority which he had by acciaent 
conveyed^ Hawke agreed in a resolution which as a sailor JKci was 
powerless to combat ; and in the words of Wolfe, *Hhe result of 
the debates wus \jiiammously not to attack the place they were 
ordered to attack, and for reasons which no seedier will. aUow to 
be sufficient.'' ^ 

The persisten<,y of Hawke's declaration was hot without 
effect, and for th«, next t wo days every one did his be^t to discover 
some plan of action which should enable the services to pull 
together. Keppel, and Rodney, and Howe, acting under Hawke'.s 
directions, were untiring in their efforts, and Wolfe redoubled his 
activities. The lyeed of action w'os accentuated by «he 
of the rank and life, who quite failed to i^derstahd 4ft nketies? of 
a siluation which io completely baffled the military Coraihander- 
in-Chief. ‘ ^ ^ 

The devoted ^efforts of the naval men to push their ships 
nearer inshore, and the growing* dlsaffec'tion of the soldiers at 
last induced Mordk^unt to' descend to the obvious, and%nd his 


troops for an attack in force on Fort Fouras. The in%HV of the 
28th was chosen, ^nd the force was embaftted, but 4be'^ Wither 
proved villainous, the boats were quite unable to 
the enterprise was*^ pronounced imprattieable even by tnost 
iptrepid. While time had passed ^in dalliance, Octoter 
round and the l eather offered no promise of imprpvem^t. ^ \ 





Thl^OiJriie-rfctttmltlg ir^ t^eivesS 

<ii:it|y |^< 1 * The feelijtgs of people found vent in uSiaifSe^" 
peakpf hftlfe aijd kindred eadiibiticais of irpoy; ' - 

was uhiverSal and loud-mouthed, Pitt, bitterest of 
deolar^ **that there was a determined resol^tknv both it| 
naval tod military commanders, against any vigorous 
of the natianal power." His angfet was natural but harffljr « 
hafale. He knew that his scheme was good. Becaus<^ it hto ' 
failed, hi began to fear tliat England could no longer brAd 
glorious men that had done great deeds in the past to4^^ 
$et great store by hts scheme : he bad hoped l>y an exhibitito & 
England's might to cut into shreds the devices of the; Frer^,'} \ 
to disconcert them by the panic of invasion, and induce tbeui ^ 
squander all then efforts on defence ; to upset their projects «uii ^ 
plans j to distract then attention from America to the vulncrkbfe 


O4 ith I 

head tod so unded 



points on the Biscay roast; to recall their, troops from, 
Hanoverian frontier ; to stay the current of their uniform succftli^, 

In these particulars the expedition to Rochefort was not un^ ^ 
fruitful It did show the ease with which England could ^ 

a great fighting force over sea; it did»mak<^the Frtmch'^very ^ 
anxious for the safety of their coasts; and it did undoubtedly 
relieve the pressure on the Herman side. Yet there something ^ \ 
witnting. If Rochefort had been burnt to the ground, as Qy# 
had been hi 1596, the blunt perceptions of the English mobw^^ 
have apprehended a Rational tnumph* The same blood 
fury, instead of merely inclming the French to listen to Mr, 
arguments might have cpnviijced thenfof bis eloquence* ^ [A 
The popular voice singled out two names for encornmip# 
who Md in the Magmmm sq fearlessly enga^d the batteries 
the He d'Aix, and Wolfe whose declaration that heiwould take ' 
the place with three ships an^ 500 men^ found much hoaburjf' 
espeoiaHy among tbolb least* able to app^^iate its si^ifiowic^ 

Wilpote mp that Howe and ^ Wo^ <j)ntiacted'a^fttoi^i?'^* 
tmwof a and gtipp^.er,’'* 

' ^ m phrto 
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«/lcr Pitt^K own heart, and the ejq^ediuon whicb pmught 
; flient^so prominently before hb notice cannot be dismissed as 

>' unfcrtact^’^"* ' 

^ The apparent faiJtire of the venture, and the whokjsale execra^ 
l^iprf K5:’ ^ed upon if vv&|||cled Hawke most dee|)}y. He was cotv 
rji^ous“t.hat he had dorn^m in his power, but he knew that it was 
fepossibleto diss?ociaf e himself from what had happened. Mei^said 
strange it was the event miscarried when Sir Edward>»Hawke 
' was there. This hurt him mdre titan all, and the recollection of 
his own impotence aggravated his misery. In time, however, the 
details of the story came out ; and all, from liighest to lowest, 
liS’Stenecl to exonerate him. It is s^iid that the King was first: 
that he summoned ‘'his Captain" to Court, and greeted him 
dffnsively while he scowled at poor Sir Jolm. I. ike enough he did, 
if the story were an invention. The country t^)ok Sir Edward 
{(fits heart again, and even Pitt must have felt some compunction 
for the scathing way in w'hich he had consigned admiral and 
•general alike to the same degradation of criminal negligence. 

Within a month of Rochefort there was presented in the Wtsst 
Indies a very striking contrast to Mordaunts barren, tedious 
/ Council of Wan 'Phe scene was ('ap }*raiu;ois, on the northern 
ride of Hispaniola, VVTcsted from Spain by French buccaneers^ 
the place derived real importance when the growth of New' 
Orleans demanded safe transit through the windward jmssage. 
[Map, p. Cap Fraixois, being to windward of Jamaica, 

commanded the home-returning British trade, and in time of war 
invited reprisals. . 

Hearing that the French convoys for the year were assembling, 
‘the Admiral at Jamaica sent Captaiq Forrest to lay an ambuscade: 
eastward of Cop Francois. Captain Forrest with three ships 
took up his station'; and Monsieur ^de Kersaint, in the conscious 
superioriiy -of seven sail, determin^ to remove Forrest 

summoned a Cmmi/ of War ! soon as Captains SucklinI and 

langdon, his colleagues, appeared m'the gajSgway, beiirilfeil them : 
‘HVell, gentlemen,^ you see they are corpe out to tis. 

Vlliat, thinX you ? '' ci“ I think/* saKi^ CaFta'ih'^ SutX'HUf,; it 
would be a pity to disap|Kiint them.” 

'^This expression of Captain Suckling's sentiipeiits ^Won the entire 
of Captain Ean^don, and the shbrt^ CouncH of War 
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ever held concluded with a brief sumrni/)g up from Captain Forrest. 

Very well then; go ships again, and prep^ for 
action/^ The jpaior captains had not even set 'foot on their 
superior’s .quarterdeck, ■. ^ 

The light lasted three hourl Suck|a|jf Itfd ihe^wee; -Jlfiifc 
Bosca wen’s Dreadmugki ; Forrest foIloilRl, and Langdon ojou^^i 
Up rear. Few actions have been conducted Jn mpre spirit^e# 
fashioiw With the wind in their favour the dauntless three 
tacked the^v^n of the enemy ; and*^the efforts of the rear to brings 
assistance {being without method) produced a confusion By which 
the EngMsh did not fail to profit. The battle was blqody, add 
the triumvirs were at its conclusion quite unable to move, But 
were lelt undisputed masters of the field, and thft sight of Monsieur; 
Kersaint and his friends being towed into safety brought its ov^ 
peculiar consolation. . 

As the first victory on the waves since Minorca the battle ’i®! 
in 1757 most heartily welcome. It proved that the spirit of 
Grenville still survived, and bore promise of better things. To-;^ 
day the action is still remembered because the captain of the 
Dreadnought^ withhis slight, Sj^iare frame and quizzical face, lived tO 
be Controller bf the Navy, and offered to provide for one of hi? 
sister’s sons. When he heard which nephew had elected 
sea, lie wrote : “ V^'hat has poor Horatio done, who is so weaB tliS 
be, above all the rest, should be sent to rough it . . . But i^t 
him come ; and the first time we go into action a ;CAnnoa-|^atil 
may knook off his head and provide fbr him at once/’ Captaiq 
Suckling, like bis ancestor Sir John, the Cavalier Poet, had a 
knack of saying a^’few (|uaint things which will never be foiggottcih* 
As for Horatio, he did not have his head knocked off by a cannon- 
ball, but was killed by a musketeer’s bullet fron>the fighting top 
id the /{edou/daM’ on another glorious 21st October when he 
crushexi-wtluj united, fleets of^ France aiwl Spain in tjre Battlj^BI 
Trafalgar 

, 1758 . 

. Notwifhv^tanding Rochefort and Cumberlan 4 *p'tnishn|ti 1 1 7,5 i nw 
be regarded, as a year of 'happj^ '.memory, , 
horrors of the Black HoW were avenged ^ the battlefi^> 
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^of November, Frederick of Pirussia ctuslm the 

^Freoq^il ere Europe had refcovered her^reath 

' nieicd OWtwsiijjto at Leuthen Eb the forced of Maria 

Theresa. !^ederidk became the most popular man of the moment 
in England and deservedly. Iri" fighting his own kittles^ he 
•fought. for England/seeing that Hanover was now defenceless. “ I 
believe/’ wrote Horace Walpole, “ the Pretender himself could^get 
his attaiiider reversed if he would apply to the Iving of P^ssia.” 

Thus there was a certain baknce to tarry forward (to the itext 
year’s account, and it was with something like a cheerful 
jhat Pitt'took in hand his plan of campaign for 175S. 'Cumber- 
mud’s treaty was thrown into the waste- paper basket; the Hano- 
Byian army takerf into English pay ; and the services pf lh^nc^ 
^l^rdiriand of Brunswick, one of Frederick’s most talented liep^. 
jpfeintsi, secured for its commar^d. It was hoped ,jLliat Fred^jsridt 
?Md Ferdinand, back to back, would be able to 'keep Eiirope at 
k-hay. But it was not of course on Europe that Pitt’s thoughts 
were bent. Nothing less than the conquest of America would 
please him, and his first anxiety in the new yeai* was to op0n: life 
transatlantic attack. The principal armada, amphibious in ks 
nature, was to be hurled against Louisburg, while lind expeditions 
against Fort Duquesne and Fort Ticontferoga would distract the 
enemy’s attention. For the coihmand of the land forces-at Louis- 
burg Fill selected (General Geoffrey Amherst who had sho^^bme 
skill in Germany, and General Wolfe who had made hisj^ilittune 
at Rochefort. A fleet of tWenty, equal to all emergencies, w^as put 
under Boscawen, whose adventures in the St. Lawrence before the ^ 
War marked him out for this service. 

Boscawen set out a cry early in the year in order to be first oh 
the scene. The^Flench, alive to their responsibilities, ihsrituted 
everywhere prep^u^tiohs for the relief of the town and the rein- 
forcement of the garrison. In the 1 ^{edttelrranean and Bf^ayan 
■'ports, work ceased not. ” , '$c ''' ' ' 

No place was ^busier than Rochefort, the scene o£ the recent 
fiasco* Five ships of the line, seven frigates and forty transports 
for the convoy of ^3, 006 troops awaited the finishing 
Every hand' was employed, and the stroke of hammer, 
of (Yardage, and the shouts of overs<^rs recalled the scene at Caffisif 
in 15S7. There was need of haste! Time was getting on* and 
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ht of April was a.\mdy gone. But little 

^fiore to; b^ dooe: a tew more spars to bu slun^a or 

;wo to 'be^'^bar^ed. 

Then witiiout a \^d, without a note of warning fett*ihe bJw 
On 8th April Hawke sighted t*ae He d’Oleron, His pt^^ipug^e^ . 
edition was to bear its fruit after all. Ht; knew fbe He 
rnew the ancljomge, and head down he plunged straight m with* 
ieven jjf the line, himself leading. He had a free hand this time, 
md there was to be no mistake. The five battleships^ 'th^ seven 
rigates, axi^ the forty transports did not nee d to he told who it was. 
They guessed, or knew by instinct. There was nothing to be done. 
They cut their cables, and helter-skelter they fted for their 
Compared with tlie terror behind them, the shajlows before 
mre a kindly aspect, and with wild precipitancy they hurled theio} 
ielves where no ship that desired to remain afloat coaid possibll 
/enture^ to follow them. The luckiest ran aground, th^ less fortuA- 
ite fell sprawling on their beam-ends, and wallowed in the mud^ 
They did not dream of fighting. Their one idea was how tO 
escape. They began ta cast everything portable overboard. Not ^ 
5 uns only, but everything that would lighten their load. When 
It last tlxe tide came in, each unfurnished hulk, once a luxurious 
irgOvSy, left a buoy to mark the immersion point of her 
armament, and squirmed or crawled into the navigable channel 
?f the Charente. * 

This edifying spectacle did not bring Hawke iituch pleasure. 
^Jothing jhort of completeness satisfred him, and tfife Bochtfort 
hips had escapf^d destruction. He had with him r^othing smaller 
ban frigates. Of slooj^s, bomb- vessels and fire-ships he had none, 
ie had foreseen the need, and had^ vehemently protested when 
hs request had bem ^gndrai He could but think that a spleri- 
lid opportunity was }p®t4 After destroying f<4 the second time, 
he spiputing battlements d*n the Isle of Aix, he collected the 
)noys that the enemy had'^ao carefully laid down to mark their 
mtied ireajure ; and left the anchorage, secure the conviction 
h^, Boscawen would not be molested in his woik by ever k ship 
hiu haUed from Bbdiefort, * . ^ ; > 

The M€j[lfterranean reiitforceraents were' no more sifofessfial. 
donsieur de la, Clue, who had seconded Ga||wionifere, in 
Battle Of ixyjm through the ^|j3^ ; 
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February- fifghi. With a squadron of nin^hc but 

the guardians of the Straits forced him biJek. J(ri^fiance 

of cuSfcm he found a temporary haven in neutral Carllmglba, but 
a® he closed the door behind him Admiral Saunders locked it 
ftoit^ without. Th«^ Government tinxious for his relief Sent six 
more sifips under the* Marquis Duquesne who hoisted his flag irt 
to Fiudroyant^ the pride of the navy of France. Dutiuesne 
hoped to unlock* the door in the dead of night and rcle^e his 
admiral ; but miscalculated his position, and as twilight was falling 
came within sight of the blockading squadron. 

Threes English ships challenged the Marquis, and compelled 
the Foudroyant to turn before the wi^d. .One was the 
She had but 64 guns. I'heoretically she was unfit to sail the 
same sea as her quarry. But she had two great advantages. She 
was as cleah-heeled as a sleuth-hound, and she was captained 
by a man with a story. Arthur (^rardiner had been Byng% Flag 

^^Captain in the Ramillies. He had a debt I0 pay to honour. 
He had panted to meet, in a ship of his own, the vessel that had 
carried Gallssonief'e’s flog in the fateful Battle of Minopa. 
Could he recognize the lines of the Fmidroyani througb^'ihe 
curtain of gathering dusk ? * 

' A« the Monmouth slipned through tlw® water leaving her con- 
sorts behind, he piped all nands and addressed them, 
has to be taken, my lads. I shall fight her until 
sinks/’ One broadside from the Fovdroyani w'ould have sent his 
shiffto the bottom; but h( 5 ^laid her under the great sljip’s st^ni 
and gave licr his larboard and starboard guns alternately. Even 
so the contest was unequal. As the houi% pa.s.s6d the casiaatties 
in the Mon mouth grew redder. Gaidintjr himself received a wound, 
but his grip on the foe was a bull-dog’?^ and he did not move from 
his place* > ^ . , - ' 

Two hours before midnight he received his death, an^t lprith his 
last whisper confided his honour to Lfeutenant (>rket!^ ^ ark ^ 
nailetl his flag to mast to prevent accidms* Buii a^rit of 
Gardiner animated the whole company, and wfien the 
came up at midnigtet, the Foudroyant^ •with mken gone by the 
board, was still vainly Struggling to shsTke the little Monmmtth ofi'. 

I The SwifUxtrt 'fs^iXi% herself into the fight. Her an^y broadsides 
thnndereef (mt, and Monsieur Duefuesne bowed to fete, .and“-» 

' '-j' " . ' ' . 



HUf>erior was ta i^uteiianr Carkett that he-, sur- 
rendered, sword. , , , , ' , ' ' 

The f^^pt^ire of the fl^ship that had driven Hyng liSm^tbc 
capture the Marquis who had driven the American colonists 
like sheep* from the Ohio Val%» almost chaked the Engifeh* 
people with a sob of satisfaction, and as the tears of joy glfeene^^ 
in their eyes, they hailed the little Monmouth up and down, whijl^ 
King Gi^rge patched up the Foudroyartt, added 1ier to his fight* 
ing line, a^d gave Ljeutenant Carkett the post rank he had 
earned, 

As for Monsieur de Clue and his liattle scpiadron they re- 
rnfeined at Carthagenaj not more to be envied than sundry vessels 
of war uncomfortably disf>osed in tint CharenteJ*^ 

On his return to England Hawke rufiied his feathers, and 
in .Militated broodingly upon the ill-fortune that attended his flights 
u> itie Bay of Biscay. The name of Rochefort was hateful to 
hitn, His first visit had been ruined by (Councils of War, his 
weaind by a want of hare.st necessaries. Was he1v.*ld responsible? 
(Greatly he feared it. If not, why had he received no word of 
acknowledgment, no single line since his home-coming? 

At the beginning of M’ay his worst suspicions were confirmed. 
As he awaited furtlur commands at J Portsmouth, he received 
a visits from Richard Howe, 'fhe young man was a prime 
favourite of his, almost fit may be said] his chosen disciple. 
Hawke had high opinion of his perfect fearlessness, and Khd 
given him at Ro^iefort a great opportunity. But he came com- 
missioned by the*^^ministly to make a descent upon the coast of 
France, a|id the Admiral commanding at Portsmouth was in- 
.structed supply him witiF all that he required, vSo this was . 
the end, Hawke read between the lines of his instruttions and 
sawjt a.11 Pitt’s unju.st taunfi^ and puzzling silence were clear as 
day%ht now. If the captor of Aix had comioandcd in chi^f 
Rochefoi^t would havo^ yielded no his blowsl "Ihe young map 
without desiring it had supplantt.‘d him ; and ^ what he : 
failed to do through no faults* of his own he^hiifelf now stood 
condemned. 4 * . 

Without a momeriPs delay Ifewke seized a pef and delteted 
himstdf as follows : — 
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’ Portsmouth, 7 oVZ<»c* i 

here Capt4ni”H<SSf§^d''4t^v^ me 
L<isi«htpg*^ <^ of th« 9 th* In last September 1 wsmi sent but to 
amt^an expedition tinder alt the disadvantages one jW>nld postHbly labour 
r Rising uhieiiy ficm my being ^nder the tnduence of land officers in 
of War at aea. Last cruise 1 went out on a particul^ service, ^ 
'Without the least means of performing it. Now every means U> 
bnsure success is provided ; another is to reap thb credit. ... 1 have therefore 
directed tny*flag iirfmediately to be struck . . . for no consequenc^^that can 
Attend ,my striking it without orders shall ever outbalance with me the 
wearing it one moment with discredit. 

7 ' ■ ' ■' . . '.'I am, ' ■ 

, ' ' 7 ,^.'!#' 

\ Here witlfli ve^tgeance was a shaking of dust from one’s feeti 
But whatever may be thought of the letter’s tone, the wOjrld wt>uld 
fi^rdly ex{^ct Sir Edward Hawke to answer Otherwise, 

"H^at was the truth? Was How'e’s rhissiem* an intentional 
insult? Was Pitt rejecting the finest instrumerlt he had? Wbs 
this an example of his courage in lifting a junior over the head 
of less-talented seniors? Happily there is no.ni^ to 
from his renown. He had a larger scheme in view^ 

It was well known that the raid on Rochefbyt had attracted 
thither some 20,000 men. If Pitt had underestimated its inv 
portance, Ferdinand of Brunswick’s applause corrpcl^ the im- 
pression. The Hanoverian difficulty would be* i^if^®iimplified., 
he wrote, if such a diversion could be repeated. Wife Zfipoo men . 
idfh at Rochefort, thi^ obvk>us course was to chtuige fee point of 
impact. Constant attacks widely distributed wpuld dthet coh-*, 
gregate on the sea-board the whole arm sfFraiH'O, dr force 

her fleet to come forth and^ police the coidits. Either^-result was 
a con.surnination devoutly to be wished. # According ft the war 
minister'slatest idea Howe, by attacking some point in fee Channel, 
was to lure the fleet of Brgst from itS haveri^ while Hawkf a|iiF»itdd 
the happy^exodus, and darting upon 4 xisr prey would strike^ 
lliis was the ^jcheme unfolded to Hawkd when iij 
an urgent summons he visited the Admiralty.; Howe*s opi^ic^s 
in the Channel formed part of a larger 'sch we fe fee 
to himselfr It woifld have been lihore 
everything to the Cpmmander-inK!^ie^ ^ ieAVCfeiim 
with detaUa ; but on the other hand, 




tfmbarrasme^^w?^^ was An»or) ti course wl>fi|^i^^faffigl^ 
h% jbi$ l^oi^ H ^oriiupat^xl htliikf A4w 

eomtUM:id M lead^tos Cba^Uael >1eet^ and Coujmau^ 
the Ch^Ottet’he invited Sir J^^rd Hawke tb serve as hlsj 
|^4n C50«?fitnand. / Sir Edward^ eager to make amends, accept (Jlii!?^ 

: ^ apdi|y» and tBb two great victors ot Fmfettne set forth m compa^, 
Undoiji the circumstances it is n#t perhaps surpnsmg t^at tlf" 
French dcbjjled against the empl^f^meni of their fighting fle 
Howe was therefore enabled to carry out his j>art of die 
formance without interruption from the side of thc^ea * 

^Tbfe first ctpedmon which he conducted was under the military 
^ command of the Duke of Marlborough, whose name augured well 
for the success of the venture, Rt Male was selected for attar k, 
and in June a landing was saHy madt at a point well remov^ 
from the*towi;|. Frbm here a mid was planned on tife shipping' 
in the harbour Four warships and more than sixty merchant-^ 
men, stores, sheds and shipyards were dehvf'rcd to the iameit^l 
The Erench sustained damage amounting to 750,000, But 
^the Duke liked not the prospect of besieging the town, which he 

t ekoned was well able to hold its own until sufficient troops 
lUed m Its defence, He therefore quitted the place,* leaving 
liK silver tea-spoons behind. The French with ironical courtesy 
sent them after him. They were not to be crushed by every Duke 
of Marlborough, The Duke himself declared that he had had 
anodgb of buccaneering, and transferred his activity to the ^afiip 
lat Prince Ferdinaiid. ^ 

tn ^August, Ho^e escfflrted a new venture under General Bligh, 
whose age unsuited him for such work^, A landing was made at 
Cherbourg,, whi^ih was not atPthat time the place importance it 
bijc^e upderthe Napoleons. For a week the linghsh occupy 
Ih^l^i^ur. Tfa^y destroyed the fortificatioM,'^pulted the towh^^ 
®|ed tbe, thirty ships in the basin, deimfi'^hed tim 
llijdildw ftfif llychoflage by sinking ships fuB <|f stoim Tt? 
mAm the dispositions of the CoihinodorbJ 

trgnsferr^ i 

d^ent, wks mgd<? on | 
the -the tdwn ;, I 



he whfi%lbr 

MaIo, : l^e 
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put tl^ french on their guard, and as their frtaie$ cfbsed 
rounjcl hicOi podt (ieneral Bligh ordered the retreat^ Had Com- 
modore Richa^ beeil at his side ats at Cherbourg, all might haire 
been well But no precautions were taken to tjover the embaika- 
■\ixm > fi«»wg brpu^t , the ' fleet iiSto the ^ sheltered My' of St; 'Cak,* 
^^but before two-thirds of the soldiery had been taken off, the e^hemy 
appeared. 'Fhe unfortunate rear-guatd stood at bay on the «i|ind,; 
but so horrible Ms the carnage in the approaching and departing 
boats that human endurance could bear no more, and |he exertions 
of the rescue parties were relaxed. On seeing this, Howe himself 
got into a boat, and standing erect in the bows had himfiself mwed 
where the bullets were thicMst. Mis example put new courage 
into every one ; but in spite of all his efforts, a thousand men 
were left behind, and most of them were killed. 

The cost in blood and money that these ventui^\s involved 
more than counterbalanced by the utter confusion intb which 
,they threw the whole French plan of campaign. Ferdinand 
felt the pressure upon him relax and won his first important 
victory ; and Ferdinand’s success relieved the prOs.sure upon 
Frederick, who in August defeateii the Russians decisively at 
Zorndorf. But the crmstal descents were uninfelHgible to tho 
British public, and wejre consequent!/'' most unpopular, **The 
Massacre of St, Cas ” passed"'^ into a byword, and^ jij|rategy so 
baffling was by admission more easily criticized than defended. 
Breaking windows with guineas,” Lord Hollaurd called it, and 
though Horace Walpole b<%ought his countrymen to Up the 
Rhone and burn Lyons/' the second attempt orvSt. Malo was th<B 
last of an unusual series! ® 

«9i ' , ' ' 

It was not un|il a Week after the^depaiiure from Spithead of 
Anson and Hawke that active operations began at Louisburg; ’The 
passage acros.s the Atlantic was undfily prolonged, and 
sailing luck the French might easily have arrived first,— *if they 
had b^n allowed to start 1 ^ ft * « * 

Nowadays it is a little difficult to reajize tM, importance attached 
to Louisburg in thtf time of the Seven Years*^ Wur. Situated on 
the east coast of Ca^ Breton Isle is now an obfecure little 
fishing village, which has lost its ft^ortance almost kts completely 
»& Nomb're 4e Dios and Porto Belfct , This decay feak been due 



to the gradual rise of irfjose princely waters pa» abcoa^tno- 

date the ehtire If French could ha,ve fet|in^ 

Nova Scotia a:t the :f«Se Wechtj they would not ?have wed 
so much V,bdut Loufehwrgr In the absence of better, LOui^urg 
was essentiat to them ff they %erc to retain ^their jiold 
Laurentian waterway. The town itself, hand^somcly foitiffecl, was^ 
una|saikble by ships from the side of the sta, though vulneraBle 
by a mval force in possession of the harbour This was only 
dpproachabje by a narrow entrance little more than half a mile in 
breadth, and commanded by an island batieiy. The weak poinl!^ 
in the French defence was the naval arm Ihe defenders of 
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Fouisburg had but five ships of the line, and \^eie consequently 
in no position to sally forth and drive the foe away. Their 
hoprfday m holding out til} fclp should com^ from France, ihf 
this reascMti the siege of Loui^burg i^^as being Otond acted By 
in the Am Roads and Saundefs in the Me^t^anean. ^ 

Bosoawen in the Mumjur brought with himtfrom SaBfiUt 
forC^j of more than twenty sdl of the Kne, a# a fleel of ^ 

botnb-'Vessels and General 

I a, 00a men and the mvaluahj^'services of IWfe. ^ 

the army wm landed wjer twef of the W 



the mW 

-being )hiihefKt,'?Tei^ 

home, their attack, encountered* all thenPHp|&Uit:1i.£ir 
' M^aunt had'antMBipated at Rddhefort. Tfie fmmy were 
for fecsm, the surf pla 5 ^ed with the boaU as a child with a,ihpt|^e-*. 
cbcic, and the weather promised to cut them off from the-^i^lt. 
But Wolfe rose superior to all difficulties, and though the boats 
werip stOv^ in, and t^e men dung into the sea, he fished them out,, 
and gathered them on shore at the only point masked from oppos- 
ing batteries. As he did so Amherst pushed home ^he other 
ps^ies, and by threatening the French communications with the 
town successful!)*' completed the most hazardous part of the 
' undertaking. ' '% 

The BrJtish now invested the place in form, but as they di^o, 
the French sank their frigates to block the hafbour mrfuth, add 
s^^Shrmg thus their warships from the ocean way utilized the 
heavier vessels with the utmost skill to enfilade theic enenife opt 
land. But the English were equally amphibious. Wolfe worked 
hi& way round the whole circuit of the harbour, and got Into touch 
with Bqscawen's blockading squadron. Then “while Amherst 
engaged the town, these^ two great med” played into eabh other's 
hands with a skill and harmony quite unpreceddntdB* Wolfe's 
thoughts were devoted to the discovery of means for bdaging the 
fleet into,^tion : to prove hi,^ ships as productive of sappers and 
miners aWue most perfectly equipped array c^rgwas Bpscaw^en's; 
sole desire. Betw^een them they erected a ’ ^ttery on the point- 
land opposite to I>ouishurg, By its aid the Island gups were ; 
sifonced. Mortars were then landed from the ships, and shugly 
i.igpconced round the harbour. Befbre the enemy realized what 
was happening, three of their five battleships were jjet on fire, and 
burnt right down to the water-linet This enabled Amhetst to 
pres|Jbome his attack, and Boscawen*not to be. outdone lamSdi!ed 
all his boat$, and under cover of ni^ht sent them into*tbebarSdur 
to cut out the last two ships. The strictest silence waa enjoined 
for the enterprise wSs over-bold an<f hazardous, ' But i® theoHi^' 
were reach^ three ringing British efieers . broke the silence and 
the and were*^rriedi. V ; ■ > 

This last exploit rendered the harbour an 
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Koscawen movcfd forWard his 
jfi from the harbour, Louisburg 
^Ca]5e Breton passed into the 
e of America was won. ^ 
sent forth joyful 
the news cimPtiSlftV capture of Louisburg was an%gpiest 

.of complete sucre.w for Britain’s cause, pid men dr^meS 
^jreams-stftnd young men saw visions of a future when the whole 
vast contint^nt of North skould belield in perpetuity by 


the Anglo-Saxon race. 

< There #as further cause for rejoicing, if men but knew, in this 
autumn ol ’5S. In a little I'^^ast -Anglian jiarsonage the vicai*% 


wife presented her husband with a baby boy. The chih^as not 
nearly so plump as he should have been ; and fearing h^as not 
destined to hve long they made haste to christen him,* and cho^ 
the namlb Horatid His arrival caused no stir in the lani and il 


i» not certain that bis parents were asgrateKsi as they should'ha^^ 
been, for they were already blessed with a family of five, andiphr 
of the five were boys^r They certainly had no reason to suppose! 
that this little morsel of humanity was destined to become by the 


admission of all the “greatest sailor since the world began/' 

The good news from Cape Breton weyt far to compensate 
country for a disappointment elsewhere. Against the Marquis 
Montcalm in the Richelieu valley Pitt had sent the man whom 
Wolfe r€?garded as the fine^st creature in the wdiole British ari^y,?; 
the 4 confplete model of military viftue in all its branches/!^: 


Lord Howe, the »i;lder brother of the imperturbable ('ommodore 
Richard, understood the "colonial troops as few of his contempori 
ari^, and won from them a whole-hearted loyalty. With 
were the splendid Highland regiments which ^Pitt had raised, 
from the ranks of England*s enemies. Hearts rose, high; W#* 
unfortumtely *the gallant leader was the first to fall, and his de^tit 
paralysed the -brain posver oT the force. The repulse at Tiepii)? 
deroga ^as a temporary set-back : the death of iJord Howe w^;i 
national calamity. , | ■ ,-/ ,>% 

A year of crowded incident was brought an ausjiiidous)^/; 
dusion hyihe happiest event. ^General i?o#es, triun^in^ i^r 
a thouiaiid diificultiesi'of whiej^hk Qy,n J3Q^al sicknes% was nol 
the least, carried back tbi%fiag\o the Ohio^iva^w, and 


I' 
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to the 
actuatijd 


humiliation Piti 
(ireat Commoner^ ** it was 
by spirit tbat now makes^ 

”• ’ THE .WONDERKJ 

have taken more pi and ships in a wwik't^h would have set tip 
such pedant nations as Grec'^ Vnd Rome to all Cuturit5% If we hut Sir 
William Johnson* Gulielmus nnsonus Niagaricus; and Aihhei^ Oallrtda 
Amhersta Ticonderogicut, w« siibuld be quoted a thousand yc^rs henpe as ^tm 
patterns of valour, virtue and disinterestedness* 

You shall hear from me again if we take Mexico or China before 
Christmas. ^ ^ 

\ Horace Walpole/* 

■ The first two years of the war not unnatuniily led the French 
to undereltimate England's pow^-r upon the sea : |he events of *g$ 
led th ,itHo reconsider theii estimate. The R6cht fort fiasco bad 
ippr 'prepared them for the loss of Louisburg ; hut the loss of 
touisburg recalled thef conditions which had forced them to agree 
to the terms of /Aixda-Cha{)elle. So far f>om wasting energjjv^fei 
wrestling with continental chimeras^ the English wete. delibei^tejy 
aiming at the monopoly of America and the Indies. Unless 
France sent forth strong^er fleets, she v^'ould be cut off from that 
empire which she had been at such pains to possess. She had 
done her best to entice England from an element on which she 
felt herself^ inferior; but she was not impotent She might not 
he able to match herself v« ith England on every sea, hwi she could 
launch a sii^le mighty fleet capable of dealii^g effecriyety with 
one at least of England's squadrons. How then were aueb a 
fleet most usefully employed? America cried for help, but no 
longer provided^ base of operations! The English novf Were the 
l)etter. circumstanced, and could close the Si. l^wrence to rein- 
forcements from France, however wetl-timed. Moreover, k was not 
yet certain that the English would flush up the St. Lawren<a^ , If 
they did, Quebec was^ excellently^^placed, might certamjy be 
trusted to hold out for one campaign at least. 

Louis XV, K5n{pof France, res61ved upon a bolder scheme: 
not!!lin|ple)?s than tUb invasion of England If advertisttJ ^rly 
tn the year, this plan would ihftjjv his enemies into a state 
pan|k and paraly se their Resigns. They w'ouJd cease 
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^7; 


or further operations ajg; 

ibility they would behav&;as they 
ould probably send Boscawen* W 
safety of Gibraltar. 


pUte fmtt 
the coastt - 
Imd done i| 
the Medit^a 

S«icb ifej^rr% WIbund ei?ough if Willi^^^ Pitt»hadWan 
ordinary niortal. But the Great Commoner was determined 
follow up die Louisburg stroke, cost him what it might. Evfcn 
when be received news of the threatimcd itjvasion, he decided to 
accept thejrisk. America must b6 coii(|uered, and conquered in 

,’59;’ 


v#? 


J 


■ v Quebec '■ . 

: ' * , ' JUNE TO SEPTEMBEK, 1759* 

Pitt s plan of campaign was cleverly constructed. , •Qpe army 
ms to advance against Ticonderoga, avenge the deSth of Lord 
Howe, and open the road to Frengi Ameri( a by land : a second " 
was to proceedi|y water up the St. Lawrepce, complete the work* 
.of.the precedni^year, and cut the defenders of . Ticonderoga Yrom 
tbert base. Operat^ns in the Hudson valley were confided to ' 
trier trustj' han^s o^r^herst. Quebec was a ruler of waters and 
re<lmredacomposite1&rCf.as amphibious as that which had taken 
Lomsburg, 

;• Wolfe of course r^as chosen to.TOmmand the military.^ but with 
an mva.«fion ih prospect Engiahd required all her great naval men-; 
nwer home— Anson at the Admiralty,’ Hawke in the Ghatmei: : 
and B^awen m the Mediterranean. As a coadjutef for Wolfe 
Anson s choice f^I uponj,one of his favourite sons, the sonietime' 
raptam of the Tha/. Charles .Saunders had gone out with 
Hawke in the “ Cargo of Coirage ’’ that replaced the. unfortunate r 
JByng: recently he had returned ip.triumph with" the 
Ihough not till now m supreme command his sterling worth 
valour h&d frequently been 'tried; and it may safely be saidtb*«?i 
a better choice could pot well have, been UM 

« .... i-SfrU 


Wars and Wolfi sh forth in February ^t^con-enttated’ am 

wotfe h^; under, his chgige^|i'8iege-train anti^maU 
.Saunders , with "h«"flstg»,'‘the 
^e'.lihs • ' and -(f* t»|ns^iijsfts^^’' ' ''' 



''''‘^^^re/were interes^mgj^.^ai^nalitidH 

{i.e^after famous, qeritmanded Hughes^, 

^e stout op^ment of the great De Sunreg^ ihew was ^ 

Aor^;gl:eutenant with a shrewd face and tWiffiing eyes, ciillej 
^e^s; christened John, destined Ho do great things, and* for liie 
li^gment a warm fivourite of;Saunders. Not hy any means ki^ 
Wjjns Jatnes,Cookj Born in Yorkshire of humble parents^ hejfa^ 
felt the call of the sea in the establishment of a haberdasher neaJ! 
\\Tiitby. For a time he served in the coasting trade or ip com- 
mercial ventures to the Baltic. At the outbreak of war in *55 h<i 
had volunteered his services in order to secure the boupty offeSrt 
to seamen, Teeling certain that otherwise he could hardly 
to escape the “ pitss.” His four years in the service had been 
well spent, ^^d 1759 found him exalted to the rating of Master*^ 
Aboard the Pembroke his ability and beautiful handwriting were 
well known, but none in the fleet could have prophesfed that 
• Cook was destined as a circumnavigator to make the name of 
the Resolution as famoiis as the Centurion or the CoUhn 

Quebec, the hope and aim of the expedition, was at tins tim 4 ' 
the principal city of French America. It was as unlike any of th^ 
growing communities of the New England states, ‘a#the govern*? 
raent of French America was unlike tW of English. 
w'as the Paris of the New^ World, the be-all and end-all of French 
American citizens, lo England the capture of Boston, or 
Plgiadelphia., would of course be a serioui^ matter ; but if Quet>ec 
were to fail, there was an ^nd to the dream of French domination 
as surely as death must ensue if the heart be pierced. , 

Quebec is situated kr up the river, 409 mileslffom the wstern 
end of Anticosti ; as far removed from the (hilf of St Lawrence 
as! Paris from th# Gulf of Lions. F<fr th is veason the share of the 


fleet was from the first transcendently important* It w*as Saunders’ 
duty to maintain communications with the open sea, and^o escort 
the army jUs far as po^ibk up streaA in order to proteijt it 
molestati^ by tine way,' Even wh& the fieit was prohibit 
further aKvance, the army would be obliged to proceed for the 
rest of the way in Boats; and to add to the Admiral’s difficulties 
the navigation of ^0 stream was knovhn to be exceedingly diificult 
'^nd mtriipate. ' " 

^Vhether Saundas coapeed the idfcal pilots aboard by hoisting 



tfae pnzm I^.SoscawIh^in 'SS 5 ^ 

^lied m the skill of Qoc^t and 0th6i%want of|cto p*Ji^ " 
-*tertamty be ailSrmed i but a week before the eud of |itl^ 

0f the lootney had been accoiSphshed with 
^peetation. Farther than this the And larger sUpi iSiog 

®^hot^roceed. Saunders accordingl|/?left them to^gnard And 
the tower reaches ; and shifting his^ flag in|o the Stirling 
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^k^£t pw'^hed his way cmwardVith every slxip that could bear him' 

^^pany , ^ ^ ^ 

At few days later the army landed on tl|j|} ipfestern ^d of 
^tfo d'Ori^am, a narrow islat^ sprawling itsi&gth |(%k^ 

miles, and cleaving the river mto cha&ls, iW&itllAd 9 ^^^' 
'F« 9 B this coign of vantage^|ir<^ffe survey* ll»'cil^ loflig''. 4 ^ 
anrioutly, Buthisreca)W^S|^Wo<ight»R6gatt^hc^ ' 
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;‘ from -the s'ea Quebec, is set in' the^ waiters like m 

The sides, a^re' waSthed respectively by tfee;,, river 
the river St. Lawrence, which unite at -its apex to 
Jjfcbaiirt of considerable width. With certain vague t^o- 
grajphicaJ details in hia mind Wolfehad pictured himself engaging 
4h^ of the triangle while Saunders shut off all hope of relief by 
a frtfrbborn occupation of the basin. But Quebec was no comnjpn- 
plaCe replica of Louisburg. As Wolfe brought his inspection to 
an end, it seemed to him exceedingly doubtful whether he would . 
ever be able to attack Quebec from the lahd at all. 

Some eight miles below the city the North Channel receives 
the waters oT the ^Montmorenci. Between this river and the St. 
Charles the ground is high, and provides a roomy platform domin- 
iting the wjiterway bepeath. Montcalm, a master of hfe att,shad 
not shut himself up within walls to undergo a .His forces 

were half as large again as the English, and he hkd draWh them 
up on this rising ground with his right resting on Quebec and his 
left on the Montmprencl If his opponent made a frontal ^tlaclt# . 
the shallows below him would prevetjt the ships from any effectual^ 
participation in the encounter, ■ r. 

Koluctantly Wolfe confessed to himself [and to “himself alone] 
;that Quebec was practically impregnable. Nothing b^J: a flank 
attack could possibly succeed: but where could a flank attatek be, 
delivered with the shadowiest prospect of success? It must 'at 
on^e be admitted that Louis XV s counsellors, were nc)t afflicted 
with overweening conceit when they informed then rgifal master 
that Quebec could be trusted not to yield to the pressure of a 
single campaign. • * 

Eveiy day that passed served to convince Wolfe that his salva^ 
tion resided in t^e Navy. The Very everflng afto** thefr arrival 


Saunders* force gave proof of their^steadiness and sefcreHahee. 
Hoping to drive his foes away before they had .time W 
home, Montcalm sent down upon tlu&n a bevy of fireships,^,:- ' 
position of thi^ infi^adcr favoured the attempt*^ ' (^nfinjpid 
that were as narrow ^ they were strange, little 
necessary to throw tjjiem into panfe^ 
sailors, after duly admiring the firewoiki, quietly:, 
ardent wooers, and , towed them out^of 
A - soon as^the fleet had comfbrtably 
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atid tl^r istod* Wolfe m Wm$etf to mt^t«ate th# 
kl of t|>e position To a i«;^tor4Ki» fort^ 

the city, I# 6f the St &wrehee offered an available p^sit^e* M 
su4lfe«tfttipn getting tbtOngh, the invadets might tuto 
position ; |)t the least find %l weak spot in the ietet!^. Iltit 
at the oaWt a diffitulty arose. 1 he water-gap was stieit 
ciroumscrilbed, and was commanded^ by the gunis of the town 
itself/ '’Satinders endorsed Wolfe‘s opinion, that the Upper lt|ver 
shonid beifestploredt but pointed dut that every ship sunk in the 
effort to get through would contribute not a little to block the 
channefVhicfi was piobably none too deep for fighting ships. 
WoWe^ ^uick to see where co-operation between Navy and Atmiy 
was possible^ resolved to erect battmts on the right bank of the 
nver, and contest with the city battincs foi the suprwary of the 
strait, just as*be had done at Loinsburg Accordingly a new 
camp was nmde under Toint Levi, and soldier and sailor essayed 
the construction of works that should silence the batteries on thfe 
opposite side. The task was necessarily of long duration, but; 
was entered into wuh rest ai>d good-nature » 

While a pajt of his forces were hammering at the water gate 
Wolfe did what he CQpld against the hostile left But here 
again a watery difhcuUy intervened ® Ihe approach to the 
Monfcmorenci lay through the shallows of the North Channel 
which forbade the use of anything heavier in draught than a boat, 
Wolfe would have liktid to disbelieve in the shalloi^s; but therf 
(as tol^ Sauriders) he of course^ was onl) a landsman. Satindera* 
whose adndtatifjn for his military colleague increased from di|y 
to dky, desired nothing so much as to find Cause for tVolfe**S 
disbehet for the matter in hand he singled out his favourite 
John Jervis, Vfhom he had just promoted by a convement 
to the comtuahd df the Pomiptne sloop. To the great 
M the Ttencb onlookers, |he Porm^tm no^ied her way inlO 
ferth Chsimneh and uiute h|er covering Wolfe wafe 
to iancf a fcree on t$^e bank of the tmbuleht^ontmoirenbl 
^6 ^ th^t kfcupie4 tbe^ French. The Asition 
ih prmfe lo frdni^|l||r % splashih| foaminji river^-amf bfeyond?/ 
intrencbmeht4 and r»,ooo But'at.'";' 

fdttite had been J^oded jcm the enomy^» g^hd 
bf^ted to move it ^ ^ 
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iMonldilin *as too cunmn;g«So be tempted, and the July days 

wasted- ay." 

j activity at Point Levi liad brought its rewards The 

erected, the range found, and the borobardrhcht of 
Quebec ^begiin. Tlie upper town was safe from thb English 
gi|j|iers but considerable execution was wrought in the lower, 
and undc^r cover of this the ships selected by Saunders ran «%he 
gauntlet about the middle of July, and reached the waters of 
the Upper River. One poor ve.ssel was crippled in but 

at last there was a possibility of properly investigating the right 
of the enemy’s position. First acquaintance with the higher 
reaches afforded little comfort, for"* on the left hank the cliffs 
shot up like unscalable w^ulls to twice the altitude of a high 
church tower : men called their roof the Heights of Abraham.* 

Persevering exploration might reveal something fnofe lippeful : 
and Saunders aiM ordingly sent up every ship that could squeeze 
her bulk through the gap. After all* there were French ships, 
that had taken refi^^e above the town, to be routed out : and if 
Anil^jlfcproved successful at Ticonderoga hili route would carry 
hirn^ HPlhe Richelieu valley, and the Richelieu Joins the St. 
Lawrence a hundred miles above Quebcq, 1’he di^jiarture of the 
up-river Mjuadron left a hfufficiency of ships for any oCcusion that 
might arise below the towau 

The most Iroiihkcsome feature in ’the British calculations was 
the fimedimit. I'he season^ fought for Montcalm. was 

^ wane, ajid winter would close the river in its grip of ke. 
aChS^arren passage of time goaded Wolfe to raadaess* and on the 
Tasl^day of July he ordered an assault on the enemy’s left* He 
to lead fresh troops 'ashore unfier cover of Saunders’ guns 
,'^^lysithose alread^^ ashore below the Montmorenci pushed across 
to their assistance by a ford which he -had newly dis- 
Ere the fodders were in motion the wild impetuosity of 
the landing-party ruined a scheme wiiich was m any case fii^obal% 
hSpelm, -Swing no good could come of this attenipt, Wolfe hastily 
'^hdrewf hfe troops.# And now the^w^eight of fieSpbnsibility, the 
fat||ue of ii^ssanl endeavour, and the* total want of Access threw 
hwi into a dangerous fever* Grave fears were entettained fot his 

* to commemorate Abraham Martin, a 
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life; sadiwsi fell on all ; a.nd AugusC wore itself away'p^ 

'Ijarren' as J^ly. •' ^,v; ^ 

At * l^|St from tl>e ships in the Upper River came somellliing 
resernWing ^good news. Quebec, it seemed, was not 
but dr^w supplies from a dfepot further ^st. The chancf 
cutting this eommunication was infinitesimal ; hut the mere inc*nS£% 
wa% enough to alarm the French who had evidently . detached a 
cpnsidiffrable quota of their force to shadow' the ships as they 
workc^d tli^jr w^ay up stream. ® 

Now also came news that the coloniul (ieneral Johnson had 
captiirecf Fort Niagara, and that (General Atnhcrsl had taken 
TicoudCroga itself. ® 

All this brought new life to the stricken chinmander", and did 
mom for him than all the doctor’s stuff. He insisted on being 
patched up ; and finding, his k'gs again liasteiied to prepare for 
that glorious stroke which has exalted his name to the skit. s. 



Montcalm had played his part with skill §^nd patien^ 
had done nothing rai^hly, an4had iutferpi'etecl his opponenfflB|p?<?es 
almost before they w'en; made. His own position was fon^labie 
and easily defended, but this did not blind him to his adversary’s 
strength. The amphibious nature of tho English enabled them to 
shift their point of attack with S, mobility unattainable on land. 
Montcxilni eyed them narrowly. Early in Septeniber ‘he saw 
Wolfe remove his army from the bank of the Montmo^igpci. 
What did this portend? His spirits® rose as he observed^’J 
preparations fotja fron|al attack. The general was clear^j 
centmting his force at some convenient'" spot : the admiral 
busy with soundings and buoys. Could it be that the 
rnad with disappointnient, were about to assail jhis main pg 
after till ? I'hen there we/e those ships in the Uppei 
What Were they after? He had his own interpretation. 
lil^ved that Wolfe was threatening his communications to iud|||b 
Hfea to dmde his force. iTither he meant make good t^‘ 
throa.t { or he meant to deliver another frof^l attack when«i 
bea,r<l ^tat .sufficiefu reinforcements had JbtA detadhed fg 
extreme right wing. In order , to deliver pbe cotf^t cqu3|l^ 
Montcalm required to know jiow many of thy nglish .|| ^ 

^en;J^ 0 V(iHi to the XJjpper* Rivfer. Here 8i^nfoihaat^ 
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ite, foi'tSl "silent ttiysterious wooden walls might con:^eal merely 
the lisnal complement bf mariner?, or be crammed as' full of war- 
iioj-s deceitful horse of Troy. . 

^ to his heart to weaken his central force, but the ittpnace 
foois’ lines could r>ot be ignored, i;nd he bowed to necessity* In 
doing s6^he knew' that he was playing Wolfe's game. He felt,^urc 
\htt when his army had been divided Wolfe would hurry bacl^his 
up-river troops ; join them with those at Point Levi and thcafeland . 
under cover of""the naval guns hurl his entirif; fo^C 
'V^ legions of France. Whensoever delivered aTrontkt 

"^atUck would not take him unawares. He had not be«n 
, his uniform«since June, ^ 

But there was something rather ghastly in the hours of waif||g. 
Sometimes he feared that Wolfe might really (‘iid eavour loj||fc 
home the fiSnt on his right ; again, he comforted hinjself wit^pfe 
thought that his lieutenant Bougainville was worthy of hVs trust; 
^ird the difficulty of the ground would surely discourage the most 
courageous, 

What he expected was a surprise' attack on ,his front, ah advariq^ 
under Spver of darkness ; and on the' 1 2 th September his anticlpa-^ 
tions seemed ^bout to be realized. The night wa^ pitdty black, 
but the sentries could discern moveni&t in the British fleet. 
Tho Admiral was pushing in as near as possible tp the mato 
Now the e’s^ening stillness - was brpjken by the crash of 
the cannonades. The ships were doubtless preparing the way for 
the approach of the boats, those boat-loads of the dauntless who had 
wrought such woe for France in the bay of La Hogue, who only last 
year hM cut out the last two ships in the harbour of Louislmrg* 
Every eye pbared forth ipto the blackness, but the night was 
“ impenetrable. :^^Jpourage, countrymeii 1 Shall we drive back the 
invaders of our hearths as we did in the bay of St. Cas 1 Why 
came the peril no . nearer? Had the boats crept in iinobBerved? 
Were they delaying their attack till morning light revealed the Jjg 
of the land? Mischief was afoot : abd terroi»was vested id more 
awful forms by the power of imagination. 

At last came the <fawn streaky add grey. *And then in those 
I I 'pak* and undourageou.^ hours came tlje awful news. The entire 
I British army was drawn up in orS^ned array on the Plains of 
Abraham, alf the very 'gate of the city 1 



MontopiS^f could hot credit the ixew^ *lFhe repb^^^s. ex- < 
aggerated* !l'he force on the heights was an isolated feaction* 
But fresh reports came in and showed only too plainly that hi$ 
interpretation of Wolfe*s last move had been entirely at fault ? 
the opposed to him had Outplayed him^ outwi^d htrnaspjd 

had the game in his hands. The gallant defender of'^Qudiec^ 
has|j^ied to transfer his troops from one side of the Charlys to £he , 
Other ;*tout in the hurry and confusion which he strove so noblj? 
to supgress^^Ite recognized the shadow of a great calamity* 

Wolfe had staked his all on the chance of a single throw, 
had discovered above Quebec a little path, a mere gqat-traefe^ 
wirkh led from the river-bank to the heights above. Only cmc 
m8|p could ascend at a lime, and Montcalm, w hose keen eye had 
ex4ift,ined every nook and cranny, had established a picquet to 
gmSPi it! Therefore the place might well have been consigned to 
oblition. But Wolfe saw in it a staircase up which he would ascend 
and claim for his countr)' the dominion of 'America. Most jreople 
can walk up a stair^:^se. Many could clamber up the Anse du 
Fo^lon. But how^ could Wolfe dare to carry up an army' under 
. the very nose of a commander so sleepless as Montcalm? 

The ships in the Upper River were injended to keep Bougain- 
jyille in his detached position. They would have done so with 
peir ’normal complement. «(Wolfe had utilized them aS' silent 
Sctsptacles for at least the half of an army, which he ^id not mean 
use in ^he way that Bougainville cipected. According to \he 
Rt worked out4n collusion with the Admiral these ships wore to 
a double part. ’ ^ 

In the falling light of the appointed afternoon they would push 
their imy up stream if tJ menace a new foHtid landing-place. 
The ever witchful Bougajnville might be trusted to follc?w 
jtoxiousl^ ^alpng the bank. Thus the entire right wing of the 
^niy*s force would be set m motion in a direction diametricafly ^ 
opposife tewthe poiiift of danger. I'hen as the> night wrapped a 
curtain round the floating Torce, the ships would drop their boats 
upon the water ; Imlf of the** up-river ’^army,"' about 2000 stremg^ 
would embark therein; anS the swift current^; would cany them^ 
down with noiseless rapidity jto the foot of tli| choseij .stairo^^ 
themselves less wieidy would foil* with the secori 
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ding stage Ibout the 
^ worked its aloft. 

Ji y X *Jl‘ •* -1..C 


apd arrive at t| 
e first detachiiierTit", 

feiil^ltaneously the remainder of the land force i=$tati^ed'’i^ 
Point Levi would march upstream upxm soiitheits 
1[>l*nk and aiiseaibk; in readiness "to be carried across a^ scipn as 
boa^CJIi^' Meanwhile the"|leavier of 

i& still locate^ in the basin opposite the town woa®*^ovi 
i with a noisy energy that bespoke a frontal attack in fortje/. 
r things went welf the entire French army,* right* « centre 
would he debarred from taking the snuillest part in die ni^j|^ 
proceedings* ■ 

To engage the enemy's attention Wolfe relied wholly Oti iht 
%nips : but his reliance on the naval arm did not stop here* 
Ftaving decided upon his stroke and accepted the risk, he. felt 
^ery arrangement in Saunders* hands. I'he tasik of conveying; 
lihe soldiers and landing them under .stn^ss of no ordinary excite- 
on a night as black as pitch at a point difficult to discover 
in ' daylight was by the sailor cheerfully acce]>ted and faithMJy 
fulfilled. ' , /' . 

Before the first step of this momentous scheme was taken 
Wolfe demanded and was ol course accorded a final word with . 
the commander of the I\rcupine, Jervis and he, tltough separated 
by a certain gulf of years, had bt4n educated together at Greenwich 
in theii boyhood, and it was to hi;i old sc hoolmate th^t Wolfe 
chose to enjtrust a particular service. He realized the extra-'i{ 
ordinary risk of the resolve' that he had taken ; he; realized that 
hnight be his privilege to make Old England richer by his 
and as he thought of iliose at home whom he; might ne\"¥;r SiSc? 
again, with a husky voice and a tell-tale tear he confided to s Ws 
friend a tender m^essage and parting loken for her who looked, tp 
see him come again with joy and tjjfing his sheaves with him 


The boats moved forward in a siltmee unbroken savcby ,4j|^ 
dip of the oars md the cr>^ of a whippoorwill among the trees: 
The men had orders not to speak a word. .But in the leading 
boat Wolfe recited to the little group with himj’ verges from Gray's 
Elegy, a poem then riot ten years old, but ripe already in the 
promise o£ immortality. What: little noise he rhade was heard by 
the watchful sentries of the French who rapped out their challenge 
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|h darkness^,. / Wolfe 'mi' prepared Toe >*vm .^ck 
le answer-in irrefH-oacbable * Cc sont des 

chailf^s de *f)rovisions pour la ville. d bruit si vous 
vo*i{e;K pas que les Anglais nous entendcnt.’^ > 

-,At last the chibsen staircase was found, ^11 night lopg 
kSfc bringing boat-load after }>oatdoad i j the fandii^- i 

|>laiS^ In the distance the crash ot Saunders’,, gum Told thfi^ 
the* Admiral was keeping the Frenchmen engaged '^ncFthat 
Ail. would yii't be welL The shtp-ibads followed the bo^j^t-ldads,' 
apd then Ihe Point Levi army was ferried across. And stUi those 
stout arms tired not : and wlien the last soldier was up, with that 
perfect combination of ingenuity, good-nature, stren^h and diis- 
Interesledness which distinguishes the British bailor over every 
other lighting machine since the world began, they man<i|fed to hkul 
up the gyns as vkojl, one after another, .while the dawn approached,, 
tq that cheerful accornpani'ment of carnnon in the distantie. . ^ 
When broad daylight succeeded dawn Saunders knew^ thss*i 
tfiere was no longer any use in continuing the bpmburdment. In- 
activity was impossibh^, and his fertile brain devised fresh ways of 
helping W(.)lfe., He unshipped !hs 24-pounders, and sent them 
in boats to the Anse du J^oulon with orders that they too should 
be carried to the summit. 

Even as he did so Montcalm liurled his force against the best- 
disciplined army that ever trod. Wolfe, after a fashion ti®t only 
a ship's C|iptain could properly appreciate, reserved ihe fire of^his 
whole long line till the toe were within point-blank range. Thefiit v 
three withij^ring vc\lleys in sonorous unison, ancTthe army of 
JfranJe was mown down quicker far than grass beneath 
hxqwcr’s scythe. Nothing pould sta^d before that deadly^ hailf 
They turned ; and Wolfe allowing Montcalm no time to rally, put 
himself at the head of his troops to sweep his ad versa ri<*s from 
fielcl. His first w^ound^he noticed not, when the second 
kiwre him to the ground, his mjjghty soul paused upon the threshold 
of life untiPhe received the happy assurance tbu the French were 
rputt^i, and America was won. 

. s» ♦ * / 

The boast of heraldry, the pomp of 
And all that beauty, mil mat wealth gave, ' 

_ Await alike the ine^^able hour : ' ^ ** 

. The paths of glory lead but to the ^ 






' '3; It '^'dj^^yeiy itiy |hit i3^tr^4i a contiri^^^r the 
6ut yriiot every Army and Navy ^rking^ 

in perfect:i|pey showed before Quebec* . ^ 

NOyOne ®ouraed,.OTe ^ of Wolfe more sincerely 
"Admiral whf) had 'j6v^ him and "j^iven him of his tet 
^ Ihan Oiie Saunders was the poorer. Ilad Wolfe descended 

fromjh^ of Abraham alive he would most certainlj^ave 

the Admiral the credit which he would nev& 

^ r’ * 

' Sa^SauMefs' teen "fashioned differently the siege QOeSte 

could never have been brought to a conclusion so tptimphailt. 
•f He was/'*^^say# Horace Walpole, pattern of the most sturdy ; 
lilaveryj united wkh the most unaffected modesty. No man sfid 
less or deserved mon^/’ A vacant seat awaits Saundets aihO^ 
the immortals ; but though his admirers have oftte cliiited 
him, the Admiral himself seems loath to sit in it* v , v 


Though the French® did not expect the fall of Quebec, > the 
possibility of its capture had not entirely scaped their calcula- 
tions.*' Quebec was the bait in the ingenious trap of their leva- 
Scl'^me. If the English were frightened by the IOf.>k of the 
^p^.|te bait would be sg:Yed. If ihey'steffed at the fragrance of 
(the bait, they would betray their indifference to the trap: if they 
ran gr<^cdily towards it, they were in<a fair way to be caughit 
Strange as it may appear, Saunders' expedition gave ground for 
satisfaction at Versailles. The bait, it was true, might be swal- 
lowed. But would hmgland have allow'txi a foro<; of such magni- 
tude to leave her shores if she had imagined fierseif in peril? 


* Saunderti ^as kibbled in 1761, and dariiig the Matter part of the war com- 
manded in the Mediterranean, On a lucky day his greylionnda brought xh the 
Hermione^mcHit remarkable of prizes overtaken. When all esepel^^eia; were 
there was still half a million to be dividett Saunders ^j^5,ooo 

and the bluejackets ;£5oo a piece. These reckless creatures 
the watches at PortsufOuth and fried them o/er the galley-fire ; 4 ih(sy ptsacd a 
' formal resolution making a gold-laced hat a neccasary part liailofs 

equipment, and were onfcy fostrainied from mfiicting xmjnmafy 
one unlrappy who sheared in one ornamented only 

assurance that he did hot go to the hatte|'s till the more dohdy were 

all gone, but that he had made the man the money 
Sir Charles suocuededhis xnaster as Firat Lard m ''t766,i|tiCdiwltt’’t5ray’\ 

' ’ , - ' ■ „ .A'"'- ' '■ ' 
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Twenty of her l^tfleship^^ the pick of her troops, and t!»e,mosi 
.taien^.cl' hlP^ g^erals on the other side of the Atlantic, and 
her. My gated Premier blissfully incredulous of danger ! f 

,;3|^^ndi’Vas walking blindfold to hef doom 1 • 

tile most supercilious yiW acknowledge that the detaiiff 
of tlie Invasion Scheme showed commendable originality $ Fifty 


thoi^nd men, widely distributed, were to be concentrated oi^Iy" 
^the v<^ry last moment. In order to conceal the pQl^t 
'®kation, flat-bottomed boats were to be* con,structt?(t;,at .evcty , 
port* ’*The'' Mediterranean s([uadron,^ when ready, wcJbId rup 
through the Straits of Oibraltar, and unite itself to the Bre^t con- 


tingent This grand fleet wauld serve merely as a cohering forc^/ 
to convey half the military across the sea. T,ts itinerary wo|||^4 
not be that of the Spanish Armada in ^1588; but of the littfc ! 


Dmklk in 1745. It would be discovered of course u^on its way, 
but woirld^ brush* spasmodic resistance aside by its overwhelming 
strength. The army being landed on the Ayrshire coast woul^ 
march on Edinburgh and hold it against all comers. This of 
course would stir English blood to fever heat and while the main 
fleet which had been usele.ssiy guarding the Channel, sailed furi; 
ously up to Glasgow, the army [if Pitt had an army ready] wopl(ii:, 
be Irastened up to Edinburgh. Meanwhile the French ships, in- 
stead of tamely turning back the arms of the English com- 
manders, or awaiting an ent^unter in the mouth of theXlyde, 
would revers<2 the Armada route, continue round the north 
Scotland and instead of attempting to force a way* through 1;he 
Straits, would m^ke for a fixed point on the coast of Flanders, 
pick the otlto half bf the army whic^i would have concert-* 
trated there, and carry it across to the east coast within a few 
hours* march of London, i ** 

Much sagacity is discernible in these details! There was wis^ 
dora injfche avoidance of th# carefully patrolled English ChanneJ, 


and m the -formulation of "a plan which did not pr^uppose 
Siefeat of tfe Englisfe iieet. Xi may further jjdmitted that „ 
3;5 ,oo< 5 men in Edinburgh, and 25,000 at Chichester , ^not 1 

could have saved the situation. Yet the ^ole plan was 
on reasoning/ ^ 

: En^md is a fortress. Tbe'^ilver, sea -.**Mrvjj>s' ft'ih' 
df a. wait, pr as a moat def?$nlive^ to a 
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only pi^jposed to cross the moat and scale the'%all ; but wilb un- 
^©C^iscious krfp^ftce made sure of doing so. -'The general who 
/invesfSs a city knows that, other things being equal, he can starve 
t^e garrison into terms* But he cannot rely with absolute coiv 
fedenc^s on the resi\it of direct assault. The French lailed to see 
how exactly fengland answers to all the conditions of a fortress. 

* XM defender of a citadel, they would have argued, know’^^ the 
weak poin|5 of his defence. He places his sentinels akjng the 
wall, and tfie best of Ws troop% in the outwork's ; he doubles the 
guard at every gate; and from his watch-tower, vigilant, 

surveys the movements of the enemy. But how could^England 
know that h|jr invaders meant to land u force in Ayrshire ? How 
could shj^ possibly/oretell where the assault would be delivered? 
She had far too many gates to guard. She could not watch them 
all 

H<ye lay the fallacy. The water-gates of England are the 
ports of the enemy. Pitt knew that no force capable of con- , 
quering .England would dare to cross the sea without an escort : 
he knew that t lie'* French bases capable of accommodating the 
, needful fleet might be numbered onUhe fingers of a single ha/id. 
^is sleep at nights was not disturbed by fears for' Edinburgh or 
Colchester. He did not intend to set palpitating armies in a 
continuous circle round the coast.. He would simply double the 
guard gt,^every gate . . . send Hawke to Brest and Boscaw^n to 
Toulon.. Of course the French 'Atlantic fleet might escape from 
Hawke, the Mediterranean might elude Boscawen. Bm no wise 
man would count on such uncertainties. Louis.ftXV might sneer 
at England’s army of (|/efe!ice, but it wa§ upon ^he Navy lender 
the good providence of God that the safety of the kingdom de- 
pend ed. 


THE BATIT.E OF LAGOS 

tfj 

August i8, 1759 

Mediterranean fleet with a jtiurney to go was the first tp 
^^proafch cohipletion. ' Admiral Brodrick with an insigrltficaht 
was watching British interektg in those waters and sent 
hoilie wordV unwonted activity, pps^wen in the hurried. 
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out to1:ake over the command, and at the beginning of Hay was 
off Toulon with reinforcements which brought his total ItreOgth to 
fifteen sail of the line, 

From the moment of his arrival he made tireless efforts tp 
entice the Ttohch out to sea, Jiut Monsieur La Clue Vas ^ 
man of experient'e, and did not mean to be drawn ' For^a time 
matters remained at a standstill But at length two frigate\ out 
off from harbour by the English, sought refuge m an adjacent bay, 
Boscawen determined to fetch them out.® Unfortunately the 
temporary, hiven was defended by forts and sheltered from the 
wind Three of Boscawen’s ships were becalmed under th^ 
batteries, and halted out with maimed limbs and purpose un- 
fulfilled , * , 

'rhere was no Port Mahon now for resort at such a juncture. 
What was the Adnnral to do"* Tht clispaUh ot thr^e helpless 
cripples to (ribraltar unattended was not to he contemplated the 
division of the fleet at such a moment would but court disaster 
IV) increase the difficulties which bcs<‘t h^im provisions began to 
run out. There was no help for it. In July the whole fleet 
tuiqed its back on the hlodkaded city ; and early in August 
appeared at the Rock Had it been possible to remain outside 
Toulon, Boscaw^en w'ould* have preferred to do so. In departing 
lu set reliance on two points, t The French would probably 
interpret his departure as a trick, and refuse for some ♦'me to 
venture out of port. When they did venture, thc*> would be 
torced to run through the Straits, aud here Rooke’s conqir^st 
would enable him to let down the portcullis anddeii)/ De La Clue 
the right to dep<frt. ^ 

On his arrival at the Rock, Boscawen instructed the Gihf altar 
frigate to ply incessantly ijcross the Straits, and with her he 
arranged a rode of signals in case the enemy appeared with un- 
expected suddenness. ’ 

Jpe La Clue was not vefy long in makiifg up his nund that 
Bosca wen's departure w^as no subtle lure to tempt him to destrufe 
He interpreted the move. at its right value, and ' 

haste to reach the Straits, hoping doubtless to fad Boscawe^fe^A 
prepared. His progress wali attended with all |lue cautio|^ ]i^ 
determined 4o run thtpugh th^ Straits under Aver of darkpeiP 
aitd to creep ^long the Afri^n iside. At ftw g^ce ^ 
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^eymi .m^x»']W^^pa.Sis)^ biit the s«cc^ of 

l^e ''Frendi campsjj^» depended princ^ally upon the union of 
. the s?|uadron| in Touloh and Brest^^^ Till that was accomplished 
opthin^ wa« to be ventured or essayed. , ^ ^ • 

V The light was ju!>t beginning t(^ fade, and a haze to settle over 
the water on\ ytli August, when the Gibraltar y faithful w^atchdog, ran 
■ inland shrilly barked out the warning note arranged. The 
were withiji the Straits and creeping through on the opposite side. 
News, wlitch at any other time would have been hailed with delight, 
Struck something like consternation into the hearts of oak in the 
bay. It was not as if the warning had been brought %y Trigates 
from Malaga who had given cumbroivs battleships the slip.* Forty- 
eight hcgirs or even thirty-six w^ould have given the ambu.scadii| 
force ample time to sally forth and hold the water-way. Had th 
whole fleet* Ix^en in readiness anxiety must still have prevailed till 
the ships were out of harbour. But the fleet was very fih: ipd^d 
from being ready. The celerity of tlie Frei\ch had taltcn them 
completely by surprise. ' The Admiral himself was ashore and even 
at the moment of the alarm in the act of sitting down to dinner. 

' The Namur had not a single sail blmt. Many of her sisters )yefc* 
ip similar plight. Some were even worse piffy* with topm,a5ts 
_ struck., ^ 

itdfertainly seemed as if the T'rench object W^s no longer pre- 
The Toulon fleet was f^ee to join the fleet aF Brest 
IIS in the days of 'Fourville and D^Estrees. The English were in a 
stat<2j%f complete unreadiness ; daylight was already goni ; apd the 
great French vessels swung through the Straits, i 

But Boscavren was there ! He was on board aglin almost foefotef 
they had told him the news., And his spirit infused itself into every 
man who served^^ him. The work '•of days was crowdeii ioto 
minutes. Thousands of hands and a single wdll accomplished the 
impossible. ^ 

In three hours the"* British fleet was out of port, and nose^ 
upon the trail ! 

Be La Clue had laid his jflans carefully. If* he found the I&k 
against him *4nd an Ei'.glish fleet read;^ for pursuit, he had resolved 

* The wijprecftdented demands made i^on the* Er^glish dacky%ir4% ta ; 
Wonderful yoar left Boscawen pmptically uil|M:<)vided with ' 
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to round Caj>?j 't^^ilgar to ^ safe i^c^ses of Cad!!z. It 

{lo^vever, fortune ^Jriended him, he would ctowd on saH and win 
tihtough to Bres^^: , :Fo|tune had favoured him, and his good ship 
(^ian spread her' wings and carried him northward through this 
darkness. lie had no more re^ison to suppose that^the Englij^f 
were^ behind him than to doubt that his consorts were ifl /ront. 
Whejp morning came he counted his brood, and discovered to Bis 
surprise^hat of his twelve ships only seven were whth him. For a 
moment his heart misgave him. “Another ’ minute, and he dis- 
cerned tht* laggards coming up behind. Backing his mainsail be 
signalled lo them to make all sail. 'They conducted themselves 
strangely, coming on apace, hut to his secret signals scorning reply. 
As they loomed larger he counted them ; not five there were, but 
eight. Was it possible ? He was holding witless conference with 
the enemy. It .was now' his turn to make sail, and he set every 
inch of atnvas to Woo a fickle wind. 

The five missing ships had played the truant. Wilfully 
stupidly misunderstanding the Admiral’s Instructions, they had 
not waited for daylight to resolve their doubt, but undta the 
shac|pw of night crept into Cadiz. They were, it is true, the 
smaller ships of the fleet, but their action ’‘W'as none the less re- 
prehensible, and left the Commander-in-phief with but ha||i h^'> 
force to add to that at Brest, and with but seven ships if ncedfpl 
figlit against fifteen. 4,. 


Not fifteen : amid the excitement of pursuit Boscaw'^n had ityed 
little bettet. The Namur with seven ; Consorts had got away well 
before the rest, and when morning r^ealed the Frenchmen with 
their m\d signals fiying, the remaining English ships under Admiral 
Brodrick were far enough astern. If tlje foe were overhauled ftnd 
brought to battle, the ewgagertient would be .fougjit on something 
like t^ual terms, for two of Boscawen^s ships were only ** fifties/' 
Clue’s were all third-rates, save the (kMn, and she wUs 
an;^tfghty ” and one of the finest ships afloat! On board of her, 
a siubordinMe capacifj^, was De Sufl>en,j(jSOon to win for 
hin|pivone of the finest reputations as an admiral in the 
of iranctt and of the world. Of Boscawen’s traAins Bentley of 
tHe Wutspite had been Flag t;:aptain tq Anffcn af the Jirst Bstt# 
pf Ff ni|t€rre, ^nd at the Seconded commanded Defiant under 

Tom Stanftope of Swiff^re had in: the 
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: ^rl^pis^^arj[d^ the littk Mm mouth in her chase, an4 with 
tim^ aid*compieted the subjugation of the J^udroyanL \ 

It was seven o’clock in the morning when B^scawren reaU;5e*i 
' t'kat tlje foe had not as yet escaped him. He at' once gave orders 
I’ fw ; general cha^^e, and as thc\, hours passed the Englishmen . 

realisJkf that they were gradually overhauling the fugitives. One 
' De La .Clue’s ships, the Souverainy was a bad Sailer, and the 
Admii?«(f'Sto<xl by her like a man. In doing so, of cpprse, he 
lost ground, and about midday the leading British vessels were 
in a position to open fire on their opponents. ‘ , 

The Centaun in the rear of the French fought with glorious 
intrepidity^* Her captain, De Sabran, must have been one of the 
godlike «race of heroes w ho can breathe into his company the coh- 
viction that to die with him is better than to live. One English 
ship after linother crowded round, but still the Ce^ntaure kept her 
colours flying. The end was inevitable, for none ol her com- 
j^atriots stood by to lend a hand. 'I'lie sacrifice was not, how- 
ever, useless, for if Ce/itaure immolated herself the rest 
force might escape. , 

Eolcawen looked about vainly for the meant of recti^ng the ■ 
misconstrued zeal of his subordinates. The signal to,|llakJlboro 
iijStil, or engage the enemy more closely conveyed nothing in par- 
ticula’' to thosr; w'ho had sailed their swiftest to»'ingagc within 
pistol i»hot. What Bo?>cawea warjfed was a signal ernhbdying 
Flawke’.s manueuvrij at Finisterre the Second. Each jship as she 


oSmes up to puss by thts' disengaged side of the ship or ships 
alreaj^y fighting, and make for those immediately ahead/’ 

The Warspik and the Siolftsure qhfcker to 

bend, and towards ihi* middle of the afternoon the Namur was 
able hensejf to give the lead which 7he quicker vessels had been 
so slow to appreciate. Forging ahead, making all the %il he 
CJpuld, Boscawen singled out the Odan^ dcoA a conflict /)f , giants 
began, Boscawen^was thir.sting frit battle and fought to slay* 
He carried his i^hip under the^ Frehchman’s bows and powred^fHlt 
terrific broac^ide, De I/a Clue, knowing the reputation of the 
man with whoni heltad *t0 deal, made a deackset at his adversary .s 
masts ait^%ails. After a brief cont^t the Odan shot away Bos- 
cawen’s mizen and both his topsail -yards, and sidled h’nm 
the grip of her opponent crowing with delight. Furiouawith his 
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El'iucV the ^(iqiiral instantly ordere4 his launch tb w^Msirdred, 
*md his flag be shifted to another ship. Such raethcfes fight- 
ing were not': to’^Jbe tolerated. He would take the whole 
squadron yet ' ^ 

As he wended his way in hjs barge, a shot fronj the |neri^% 
bored its way through the side of the boat, and the warat came ^ 
pouring in threatening to suhmergii them. Ever read>% with that 
pow^r instantaneous action that always niarkeS him, Boscawen 
snatched his wig off his head, roiled it into a plug, and stopped 
the leik l^etbre the boat had shipped two bucketfuls. 

The sWp to which Boscawen shifted his flag waS the leader qf ■ 
AdmirSl Brodrick*s 'division now appearing on the scene* iThe 
proximity of this reserve force may account for„the detenpination 
of De La Clue to continue his headlong flight, rather than turn to 
bay* Certainly it was of the most material advantage t5 Boscawen 
who had reckoned on its suppon. By this time the heroic 
Centaure had yielded. The dauntless I)e Sabran had endured 
eleven wounds, and had fainted not. ’The twelfth killed him*/ 
I|js decks were a charnel-house : 200 gallant fellows had 
jWto. Boscawen detached one of Brodrick's ships to guard the 
galWnt vessel, and with the rest he pressed on like a tireless 
• hunter who sees the suir go down upon thci chose whiL th^ 
wounded quarry still outpaces him. 

. . ‘ ■ . . . . * , . , «!' t "*)' 

All night long the chase continued. Bo.scawen’s sltips ha4 
suffered more than his men, Imt the reserve division ga^c him*all 
he required. De, La Clue had already lost heavily ip mtn, but * 
some his ship^ had haMly beer) in action at all. Two of them, ^ 
dastards, bidden by the darkness deserted their leader, ahd t|in ! 
for safety whither the*; w ind would l>ear the with JtS breathy : 
When ^the sun looked down in amazement on the long i^Otrapted 
chase, 1'^ La Clue found that ?)f his original tw^el ve, fl»ar ships aitSae 
remained. Seven had left him in the hour of need, and the 
'gallant • Ceniaurt lay bleeding among the foj;. The cursed 
English still panted up behind, but before hjm ghtrimered the 
coast 0 / Portugal some fifteen miles away. may well have 
uttered a sigh of relief; if that were poastblS onifleg bioken.: 
and other wounded. But a few tniles' faAer 
waters would be reached^ neutral waters wheace w ships Of iBtiliwq:* 
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ifot dar^'te continue the aciW' Theie 
l;ioa in lefiaingt^crp such a danpe only to balk theui^Pp^^nd* 

De\lL m<|| have fortified, ^^sound appr^li®|tdff Bos- 
cltwen’sj, f5j6itiitg quudity; -.he w^i««so Well acquiii<ftWid|with hk 
<listinacy. BaJked^of his prey? <Wot a whit I Neutr^ waiters? ' ii# 
^'‘fhen \vby*4id the ^4®^ rim into them instead of fuming to* fight 
Uk^ Rights of nations ? Who infringed them first ? If 

the Frencn could go no farther, so be it. The end should be 
here, “ Old Dreadnotight ** took no longer to contemplate the . 
intricacies of the /us Genttim than he did to get out of -Gibraltar. 

The last scene of the battle was enacted in the watersiof Lagos 
Bay, The four French ships with varying fortunes had essayud 
an entrance. I’he- Oc^any the jirido of the fleet, had run aground, 
and run aground with such an impetus that the shock had sent 
all ha masts by the board. The other three, the Redoubtabky\^ 
tb{' Thnhaire and the Modisie lay snugly uitder the Torts of 
Bortugal — the Redoubtable less comfortably than her sisters. 
Boscawen lost not a motnent. For the stranded Odan ho selected 
the Anurica and bade her go and compass the end. His 
triuinpli was not to be graced by a ca[)tive ('ommander-in-Ci|ief. 
In’^)ite of his melancholy condition l)c La Clue had already gone 
a:jhore. But the Occan^ had fought luT last fight. Her back 
W’as bncikcri, Boscawen gave hi > ordei > and the smoke ascended 
^ftluditi.i-iusjy skywards. 

When \dpiiral Brodnek moved forward to deal with the Madesk 
and RedipAdabk the Portuguese guns protested, but thfc Knglisii- 
men heeded them not. The Redoubtabky like the Odan^ had 
ddtre herself a mortab injury, and -was consigned to the Oames. 

But the Modeste was carped out amid cheers, 'j'he highest 
honouri^of ^li was, assigned to one who riehly deserved it.^^ The 
TfmSraifo had been foremost in the fight against Byng. ^Cap- 
tain Bentley of the WarspHe carried her out, and added to the 
British Na\y a noble vessel, and what was to prove undUr |he 
Jackia fart^ous fighting iiamS, 

^ ^ There weilJ great rejoicings in the fleet, and well there might 

be, Jor^thW had seemed little chahee of such a result when the 
' G^p^dt l|ed her warning guns off Luropa point* The Admiral 
acc%|Ad jjOhgi||^ttMion.s in a manper entirely flis own. It is 
, well/' he well ; " and tfcn digging his hands into his 
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pockiTO, putting fiis head on one side in the posltire Sir 
Joshua Rej^ijplds has caught so well in his portn^st^* he added 
wilfully,. iJtmight have J^lj^a great deal^etter.” fffe had 
destroyed jgill Tbiil half of the le^ny’s fleet and scattered ^he rtSt 
to the four winds. The victof^ was complete* Tbtyforce^of 
La Cli^ had foV all practical purposes ce^'^1 to Atldf 

Bos^wen was disappointed. But this is characterfsp^gof gfeat 
masters. They never see any merit in their own masterpieces. 

The victory was not only complete, but it was of extraordinary 
value to nE^igland. Coming at such a moment, it went far to 
dispel the gloom that was settling over the country as people 
realucd that the French menace of invasion was no« empty one. 
The Duke of Newcastle purred with delighL Admiral Bos- 
cawen,” wrote Horace Walpole, ‘‘has in a very Roman .style made 
free with the coast of Portugal, and used it to make a bonfires of 
the Frehch fleet/ When Mr. iHtt was told of this infractioti of 
neutral territory, he replied, ‘ It is very true, but they are huined.V’ 
'hhe great minister instructed England’s representative at the' 
Court of Lisbon to apologize for the violation of neutrality, and 
at die same time to make it perfectly clear that" the captured 
ships would not be surrendered or the ovei;bold admiral censured. 
“Others make difficulti^^', you find expedit'iits,” he had said in 
other days to Boscawen. He saw no reason now to change bis,,^ 
opinion. ‘ ^ 

He had indeed good reason to be jubilant, for t,|ie mon^|[ of 
J^agos brought home also the glorious news of Minden. So* far 
from success in the direetion of Hanover, France had been vjuir 
quish^d; the ^rms of Prince Ferdinand ® had overthrown horse 


and rider; the household cavalry of t|ie Bourbons l ud flung itself 
in vain against the English dnfantr^ and a crqw/ ?)g mercy had 
saveS' the Electorate and established for Frederick an impregnable 
wall agj^nst which he could set his back at a time of sorest need.f 
It jrould have been gratifying to the motherfand if she could have^ 
called ""Prir^pe Ferdimnd her ion, but he had fo’^ght wft^ Englis^' 
troops, and every one knew that the Marquis 0f Gr4nby was ^ 

^ It 18 said' that in his youth BtJscawen adopted p 
his head awry in. mockery of an old lamily servant. ^ 

imitatoftnd won for him a secondiry sobriquet, “ 

t Khneredorf, raUj August, *' . ^ ' ^ ^ 
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I i*i|^im ttolah^ and Bayard would Mve oto^ed in 
l>tbjgr]l|^^braoo, ’ i ^ ' 

living A<teiral Brodiick to bjcxrkade the/sM|>s in Cadi^, 
Bolca^n sailed for home. The news of the victory had t>eeit 
SPougSt t>y his Flag' Captain BucMe, to whom the King presented 
^a little of £s 0 o^ To the Admiral his Majesty tendered his 
W<ar*man^thanks, palled him to be a member of his Priv> 
and appointed him a General of Marines with a sturdy ‘salar)% 
Captains Bentley and' Stanhope were made happy )vith Jcnight- 
hoods^ and thm amid congratulations the curtain descends to the 
ribrant accompaniment of pealing bells.* ^ 

y “We areforced to ask every morning what Victory there is for 
%fAtr of missing one. . . . Our bells are worn threadbare with 
ringing for^ victories. . . . One thing is very fatiguii^— all the 
world is made knights or generals.” » 1 l| 

HEARTS OF OAK. 

Come, cheer tip, 'my lad*»l ’tts to glory we bteer, 

To add Something more to this wonderful year , ^ 

% Trj honour we call you, not prest. you hkc slaves , 

For who arc so free as the sons oi the waves ? t 

Hearts of pak are our ships, 

Jolly tars are our men , ' \ < 

We always are ready : ^ 

Steady, boy% steady I ^ " 

WeMj fight and we'll conquei again and%ain. ^ 

‘ „ 0 Avin Garrick [i7i7-i779],f 

* f ^ 

THE BATTLE OF QOIBERON ,BAY 

* V 

‘NoVEMBFR 20, 1759 ♦ 

** And truly he did then strikewhm daws into him m a thundorowely fefVid 
rnunncr, be fnd dl Jiis hands, in spite of ihe roaring weather .-—a of 
felcdn* or aecibttral^ nature as well as name.’'*— C arlyle# ^ 

. t 

About the timv that Boscawen arrived at Tmiloui Hi|fke set 
iait for Bre^l to “undertake a difficult^ task. He m%hl Wft 43^ 

• Bpftpawen did nJt long aprvive his victory. Hja pale facet 

and thin comprefiied n^uggest determination and endaran^d rather than 
* redundant healdi* He med of typhoid ‘ 
tp rest in CorWall. HiikJ*yO«nge&t son, 

- third yiscOunt Falmouth. \ * ^ 

t In i75|f the immita¥^©«lVy Wa^ play%g n%kiy oMBriry to’ 
and a|!fFreciattve ^ ^ 
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enemy in port (or a tifne: but the more successful ^le vms/thc ' 
harder hfe would prove. As the; weeks went by his ships 
,Wt>uld grdw fouLhis'^en would fall sick, and the fighting capacity 
of both would sensibly diminish. - « 

The weatte in this summer of '59 was (uiite upusualty IW, 
Yet, six months after setting out from home, Hawke was<not only 
still at his post, but in excellent fighting trim ! ‘ * 

lie had sent his ships home two at a time to be re-wat^fed^ re- ; 
victuafed, and in part, at least purified and renovated. He had ' 
insisted dial his companies should on these flying visits enjoy a 
rest and «^be liberated for a time from monotonous confinement 
between He had established a line of transports to bring 

him fresh supplies of beef and beer. When be received inferior.' 
beer he poured it into the sea and sent for more: when li4fre-# 
ceived inferior;, meat he demanded periodic consign iflents of live 
cattle. ' His tontj was peremptory, but the Admiralty knew him 
by this time; and when he required that the viM nailing defljjt- 
rnent at Flymoutb should be instantly rijmuclellod, his request met' 
the meekest acquiescence. 

The fleet was not only well-groomed and fairly well-fed. It 
was happy in service of a commander who could communicate 
to others his own indefa%able enthusiasm! But then Sir Edward 
never forgot to commend a deed well-done. Whatever his pra*^ 
occu{!?ation no useful service^j^escaped hi:s notice or faihtJfrSK) win 
his thanks. t 

In his^hecry messages home Hawke endeavoured to dispehthe 
gloom, that was settling dowm upon his country " Brest, he found/ 
was not wholly unregeherate : for when^, the cast wind brought 
the Trenchmen to their windows, he could snuggle under the 
caves ; and the west ,»wind '’Which swept him hca<ilong from the , 
d<x)f, denied the blockaded fleet an exodus. 

Hurmg the month of August the weary hours were beguiled by , 
4 iJ^^ salvos of applause in honour t)f l^os and Mindeti. 
‘rhes^ werf: deiiver^jd where the sailors in Brcsl could hear th^m : 
but. still. the French commander gave no* sign. 

The year had been a disastrous one for Franlajt, but Louis X¥' 
and his iriipisters were mofe determined khan * Boscaweh’s' 
victo^ had brought no swift i£jonciusiori to thi^nyasion schei|ke» , 
which was indeed more than ever necessaiy/ftjj^,, the 
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.iTp&ee. Theue'were still warships in th^s W«st Indies, '^hen ' 
f lifce had been added to those in Brest tbie^ wciuld be a fleet of 
^3inore tiban twenty ships, j^nriral ConflaPs Vould, command them. 
He was a personal friend 0 the King and l.a F(^mpadour, a man 
ot'Sv^feed ^oujragc andf known repute as a sailor. He would 
cscorf^lab army of 20,000 men, more than half of whom were 
cantoned at Vannes, a cathedral city on the southern 
I'Shore (If BVittanf. Here the Due d’Aiguilldn, Commapdel-in- 
? Chief, had his quarters in the Jesuits* College: here in the 
3 * Mojtbihan, a deep oce?i#ycleft on which the city startls., daily 
* surveyed the transports destined to carry his fighting force over- 

I I'he preparations in the Morbihan did not cscapt; the pene- 
trating glance of Hawke. He detached from his fi<tet a little 
force of filiates under Commodore Duff to keep an eye on 

The approach of winter made bis own task increasingly 
^fficult. An October sitemn forced him to ('arry the whole fleet 
to shelter in Torbay. He was back again before the enemy had" 
noticeeJ^bks absence. Bui the strain could not last. There was 
uglier weather brewing in the west. In Novimiber the ag[itation 
of his countrymen knew no hounds. Theyjregan to understand 
more dearly the determined resolution of the French, .They 
be|^n.w‘:;dast to susjx-ct that Admiral C'onflans was wailing ex- 
pectant)} for the season of gales and tempest. They began to 
’apps:ehend life whole jiosition almost, as clearly as Hil^vke had 
seen it for six* long w<ary months. Fervently j^hey prayed for 
Ikir weather; bufon io.th November^ thej^ heard w+fh disma);lhat 
the fleet was home again. On the 12U1 Hawke did his best to 
depart. On the 13th the wirids brushed hirp back. On the y4th 
he was gone! 

His flag flew proudly in a noble .shf|>, the famous Royal 
the very last word ih naval constrmtion, the pride of 
heart. Laid down in 1746 she*w^as*hut lately launch^, artd re-”' 
^UKwd from British dockyards the reproach of shipbuilding talents 
infcTior to those of die ]'\ench. Kpoimd Hawke there gathered 
a- goodly company, Tihere were the* Lagos knights, % Sir John 
Bentley of the Warspik^ md Sir Thomas Stanhope of 
sure. Thefe were Denis and Keppef*to represent the 
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aiiij \Sawke*s Flag Captain too, Joiu? Campbell. ^Thare was 
Ricbkfd How^e, Viscount Howe since t^ia*brother*s ^ilXJmnc 



.Quibekon Bay, aw the Coast og Bei^ajny* 

ei drme, and once again ir^ffis favourite shi^^the Mugmnif^k, 
Rodney and Brett alone wen? needed to make w a fleSt of a:p th^ 
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4--»'j fi^y o ' stirrinar 'their - Arvices were elsewhere 
requisitioned. - ;' 

Meanwhile the ci^^terotts* westerly wind which had ^ driven 
Hawke from his staiioo brou^t home to Brest the "fleet of 
E'pance'-^from the ^^ndios. (iood fdmine saw it safely into port, 
bringing* manners “well-s^soned for the work in hand, and — 
l^n^lirice welcome intelligence that the blockade was raised* 
Coiiflai^ lost no time, and on the very day that Hawke left - 
lish waters, he sallied Ibrth from Brest in the SWe// 
handful of frigates arid tw Ay-one sail of the line. He,,iiS&e iiU 
possible speed in the direction of Vannes, but as he neared Belle 
Isle the wind i^tifted to the cast aird drove him in the contrary 
direction^ A day pr two later the \veatKer mended somewhat ; 
bur now the wind blew from the north and carried him far to 
southward Of the haven he desired. It was not till the iplh th^t 
a westerly breeze enabled him to beat northward 4o the mouth pf 
(^iberon Bay/ _ 

Yhc csc*ape of Couflajitl was discovered by English ve»iek ^ 
the Breton coast /and one brought tidings to Commodor^ 
inaintafning his watch on the Morbihan, At daylight on the 
20 th he struggled to he gone, but the wind blew in his te^?th, and 
•OfT Belle Isle encountered the fleet of Omflans advancing from 
the south* Eor the suc&ss of Confians' project it was t^ssentml 
that jEteSs tefl-tale little squadron should not escape. Tbe^ignal 
for a chase was hoisted and the Frenchmen one. and all .siramed 
forward. Difffs ships wer^ long from port. There Was little 
chance of escape. The lesser fry scuttled onward, but the levia- 
than came on apace apd opened ifs mighty jaws^* budde|jly a 
strange thing happened. In Duffs own ship the entire compaity 
raised a ringing cheer, and then every, man with one accord flung 
his cap to tfte wiruis, • 

There were .sails in the we.st ! Tbdy were Hawke's 1 v 

' The new^ that set Duff in tnotioli had travelled near and tar. ' 
It had reached En^and and thrown the country into an unseemly . 
trepidatjion. This wm what came, men said, <;tf AdmiralsMeaymg 
their pt^st without ordw* The enemy were at sea 1 
wus doomed I And jfitawke had daHied idly in harbour I TJiB luob 
inatfo a figfire of him : and burned it*ito their own condemrt^ion. 
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' Elsewhere, the iiey8> diffete^tly 
' Saunders’ home retur^sllp'' ' tead 
f^ppuglit a wcaiV 8eet across wide A1 

' i ’ __ * tV’1 ‘ * . . A.»». « -aL'z^ ja . 





It'^toed^'^llant! '; 
a codti|?je^,.^iirid : 
Brlt''fe%ayed 

wot for orders. * fle- ilia; fleet^'towa^ the Br^t^ tpCKffir 
hoping to be in r% ^ .* a 

The faithful sailor, who had perished in dfijjy heard nws off 
tJs|^ant. Cou flans was three day.s in front of him; and Twwne 
knew wh(Te he had gone. But Hawke by instinct knew.f', 
t|||^foiind a virtue in every win^^at haJti puzaled his adversary. 
The east^ wmd carried him round ine Breton promontories. 
north wmd bore him to the latitude of Belle Isle. And w||en f he ■ 
breeze rose blustering in ‘the* west he spread hi« wings and 
swooped towards Quiberon in time enough® to save kis frigate 
squadron, and hurl a breathless challenge at the foe, Such* ard ' ; 
the merits of tireless wings, and an eye which nothing can escape; ' 

It wis early tnorning when Conflans discovered Hawke’s 
on the horizon. He was uncertain what to do. The suddehr^g^ss 
of the crisis seemed at first to leave nirh no alternative, and he 
gifve orders to fornv the line of battle. But as his signals were 
p%ryed he changed his mini To fight with Hawke was^hone 
his business. His fleet was designed for a definite object and 
'Object was unattained* fill the Due dJAiguillon was .landed^^^ 
Scotland. The coast was near,«and might well he. reached l^efOpS'? 
even'^the van of the enemy q^^crhauled him. - 

The nature of the coast confirmer! his resolution. Quiberon.| 
Bay is sheltered on the west by a “ sickle-shaf>ed ” peninsula, whosle 
curve is continued by islands and shoals south-eastwards to 
Cardinals. (Opposite to these upon the «mainland lies the villag%^ 
of Croisic, and in Irdnt of Croisic the great Four sandbank w'ait§ 
humyily for prey. Withiif these limits receiving the ^waters of thfiil 
Vilaine and Morbihan li^s an irregular basin, inhospitable;,^ 
treaclrtsrous, and cruel, a labyrinth of hidden shoals, fringed with' 
^ r^eia^ss rocks and sobbiiig crags. When all the waters of 
sumrner sea are «mootheO to ®a plain of |ieavenly blue, 
breakers still lash themselves with nois/ persistence in QpibefW'^v 
and when the nipping breeafe of winter cufd&s the wave-tOps^ ^ 
^Quiberon the angry waters fret themseivrfinto madnes^ w 
ycraskteg.thm ^ 

p,. Confiahs doubt that his own fle^fculd 
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a Br^n pilot. But S^lV bent on forward- ' 

ing O’AiguiUijpB^Hl^; J^e was deliberately 

layiS.sfl^;' devoog^oped.d^ Itawl^ would follow 
him. Th^' W! fhe rtrusty Croisicese guid^ bis vessels into 
cbaiwicts that noneJi^ knew, he wpuld tum^ broadsides on the 
&!ited 'fo«-aslliey fOttndged in Ae quicksands abd split themselves . 
Oft 'shoals. ' 

3^e ileatlujr too feV.oured those ^^ho knew the coasts In^ 
hiorn liad opened dull tdid grsy with a west wind blowf^jg in 
squalls. But eve% moment the weather grew worse.'' The wind 
ilMeasS. ini; violen<*r, the rain descended in torrents ?ind the 
gathering starm-cl#ds sunk thickly on the sea. The shortn^s 
of allllnter afternoqn would further confound confusion by the 
horftir of thick darkness. If the English could be hut lined into 
Quiberon Bliy, France was assured a crushing victojy. 

Hawke hadi,ino mind to disappoint his loe. • He kttew the 
hideous chances that confronted him ; but he knew also that 
f’1fenk*®d was in peril. had no pilots in his fleet j but if 

^ overtook the French, he would not need them. If the Frent* 
cshipsatfoidedScylla and Charyhdi.s,' his ships would do so t^i 
' for they would cling like limjicts to their adversaries, and makej 
of them i^lduntar^ gurdes. The risk was appalling, but^Hfiwk^; ■ 
jiij«q^ed it without a moment’s hesitation. So also would 
h^te-diMW, and so also would Nelson. * ' 

'’etWhen Conflans made a .show of battle array, Hawke hoisted 
for the" line abreast spreading out his arms widraways ,in 
owi^ to comer his foe and give all his ships the ejuaiu'e of toiwu^ 
up. But when the kregchroen ran Haw’k'e instpntl^ changed bts 
attack, executing a new manuiuvre which his fontsight had con- 
ci^ed. It was a delicate combination of the Chase ” an^he 
“ Luie Ahead”. *lt enabled the swiftest s.aillrs in the neerto 
run for the enemy, and as they ran to form one behind mother 
in order of celerity. There we# seven' or eight ships 
4ead of the Ji^val George, and Hafke fell mire that they ‘Could 
«»vertal|« the Fren^ and learn from their guidance the passage 

into the Jiay. . u u- 

The waves* were far t6o high for fighting wWk, and in each ship 

thdre were eight men at the wheel* But ^ail reefs were«l»ken 
out, and every stitch of canvas set. So violent was the motion as 
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they waggled tbrougfiP the plunging cross-seas that ni«n were - 
hurled about the decks with risk of broken limbi. Ajad ever the 
fain descended* without pity, and the fury of ‘tfnen'^ heasbjt 'was 
matched by the Mky of the sky. « ' ' 

It was not yet two’ o*clock.^ Con flans the wa^in 

Moyal ha<|, cabled his van and centfo round tite (3ardinal|S? ' 
But his rear under St. Andre du Verger was still oufside;^4nd 
the leading sliips of the English were panting upbehind — Howe m 
the Magnanimey Centurion Denis jn the '^orsefs/u're^ and Bentley 
in his celebrated Warspite. About two o'clock they fired at 
extremest range and half an hour later Haw^e hoisted the sigfsal 
to eldse. Between the sai?dbank Four and the Cardiuak th'Q 
battle was engaged and Du Verger in the Fortnidabk felt;, th<^j^g- 
lish impact first. He was a hero wwthy of the finest traditions of 
French cbivahj. Nobly he fought, but the attack wgfe more thap 
human courage or stoutest oak could bear : for the brood of tljio 
Hawke clanged out a broadside as they passed, and themselves 
plunged forward to overtake the van.^ -One after another they 
came, the Dorse/sbire, and the Defiance^ and the Stvijisurt^ 
Howe, always impetuous, with hi.s ship poised on a rolling wave 
hurled himself at Du Verger’s flag and scraped his portiids pff 
I’hen came Keppel in the Torbavy and for a while the formidable 
was dumb. Dp Verger had be^,n carrie’d bclow’^ faint from 
blood ‘1 But when his wounds were dressed he sat iMt 

chair, and directed the fight till he died. It was to the Resolution . 

Formidable surrendered. She was a brave sli ip, anckshe..^ 
brought the British Navy a gallant name which has lost nothin^ tif 
hcmcjui: in thd^service of her' captors. 

Meanwhile Lord Howe in the Magnanime was enjoying himijelf 
like a king. His nuJit adversary wal the Thlsle commanded by- 
I)e kersaint, accounted by many the finest sailor in 'France. De 
Kersalpt had met Englishmen before off Cap Francois in ' 
Iijdjes. He made a gallant defeniiije, and not to be conquered 
in paising^ As otlyer Britoif^ came to his assistance Howe pressed. - 
onward again to deal with those in front. Tl{e Hiros wasjtot sorV 
game an antagoni.st as the Thfsie, and before long her Jag cancie , 
down. But now the tempest was madder dian ever. All die - 
windfijaad come to see thes^ Titans fight and as on Tro^, / 
plain of old, the powers oAieaven took thei^|part in an eartbl^ ^ 
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^ sir^j^. It ^ ^uite impossible /or the ^ats of t^b 
to live in s^uck/ai sea, and the unable to :S^ for hei|plf 

driftcd^away towards the breakers. 

^ Following in Howe’? wake came Kep|)el Finding the ThMein 
pj^gnaotbus mood, he poured his broadsides into her. De Ker* 
saint recjad Rttle of the weatker. He ran out his lowest tier of 
gui^s.^ * were heavy and could hurt. But the water poured 
in at his open ports and the Tht^s^e with more thf n 660 op b^Jard 
sank to the bottom like a stonq, Keppe! was in little better case. 
His ship **was full of water, and he thought she was® s^k 1 !%; a 
sudden squall emptied his ship, but he was informed ih^kt all his 
powder was wet : ‘ Then,’ saW ' I am sorry I am safe.’ * They 
came and told him a small quantity was undamaged — *Very well/ 
said he, ‘then attack again.’ ” 

“This thunderous misc#iiiiiy of cannon and tempest ” did not 
go unobserved. The army* 8f the * Due d’ Aiguilloh swarmed 
along the coast, and strained their eyes through the driving rain 
to’^see how the battle w^ni 

A short lime before the TA^'s/e sank at Keppel's side, tte 
George swung past bent on bringing I'ondons himself to 
battle. But Soldi Royal was inside the bay, and man 
cem^; foretell what wotSld happen if Htwvke’s mighty ship 'vent 
hunting among the shoab. It i^as different for a 74. Hawke 
stacks Ijot his speed for a minute. The master therefore 
approached, and entered a rc-spectfuf but urgent protest. You 
haW done ydur duty,” said the Admiral, “in pointing^ out the 
danger ; you are now to obey my commands aqd lay me along- 
side of the Sokil RoyulT ^ ^ ^ 

’ More than one French iship endeavoured to inteqiose. and 
save her Commanderdn-ChW. Hawl(^^ found himself confronted 
by the Supefbe. In One terrific burst of sonorous souifd 
his broadside There was no need of®a second f As the gjlnners 
prepared to load agacn, they were anmxed to see three t opm asts 
dWppear. Mortally wounded Jiy # single Igow the jgulffit 74 
%ent down with alPher bands. The like had not been seen, but 
no ckeer arose from»t}te Royal George, Thi; tragedy was too 
iodden, too* complete^, Rescue was impossible among such 
''’surging' waves. * ■ 

The sinking of the Snperbe put a^*perio«} to the defence. It 
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and darkness lent new terrb» to the 
found the Sokil Royal and engaged her at close 
q^^SSits, but she sidled away unwilling to fight with hitn^* Who 
could cope with^sucb a combatant, sending good ships to their 
doom with a nod, in league like enough wit^i the ^owef^ of t^e 
deep ? Panic and craven terror sei;?ed the "French. thought 

no more of %h,ting, but groped for outlets from a fatal trit^,,.^n<t 
bundled away m the darkness likejmpotent pakf ghosti '"Nothing 
more could be done that night ,^ind Hawke gave the signal to 
ancnbr. , 

Not one half of his force had entered the bay, but less than half 
bad stiihced 1 . \ ^ 

. . . . . . .* '■ * 

When morning revealed the steeples of Ooisic in the south-east# 
Haw"k<i found Jfiimself some Ueo to the south of lie Dumet. 

Conikns with involuntary unwis^)m had selet'ted a similar berth* 
Hauling up his anchor the Maishal of France tied precipitately 
coastward, and running his ship upon the rocks forfeited a hard^ 
earned reputation tor competence and valour. Howe’s victim, the 
IRros^ was alreads' aground 6n the Four, whiri^ the wav'es had been ; 
merctiVl^slycharing her all through the night. Hawke des|)filtcbed 
the Essex and the ResoMiori to give theTinisiiing strol<g)||||^t|ie^^ 
victims ; but the wildness of the weather arid their own igriotiance 
of thfj locality drove both executors aground upon the and 

Hawke postponed further operations till the weather ab|tdd. Oh 
the 22 nd he sent frigates to burn ihi HiroSy and when the 
saw her fate approach she fired herself and for ever set.'^ , 

Wjien Hawke called reckoning of injury inflicted 
he was disappointed. Five ships only had been accounted 
two had been sunk, apd tw^ destroyed, knd the Fomidabk X^^n^ 
\out he based his first estimate upon thedamige done by broad-, 
side, %e and storm. Be had omitted from his calculations the 
mprkl effect produced, when in the gathering dusk he had plunged, ’ 
" arnoiig his enemiej spreadii% tei^or through their ranks. Thi^ 
knew well enough who it was, when the Siiup^rbe had drunk lgfce3C ^ 

Seven ships most miserable, together the friga^f found',; 

itaving their crews gave order:^ for the hurmnir 

Resolution and the Essex, , '^4 
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* thte matsth of'Mie river Vilaine. There little enougli'^ier 
on t&e bari{ but by dint of hurling everything overboiird they 
scrambted in when the tide rose, and found a b^h where eveh 
liawke could not pursue them. The Yilaine prt)ved unpatriotic 
tOjthe point of depi;avity. It heayed these good vessels on its 
bosom, ixud then emptying its waters into the sea, bumped them 
down inglpriously on its bed. This heartless process it repeated 
at every tide until^the fighting ships of France briokc their backs 
from sheer vexation of spirit. 

* (ft * « 

Other nine, the last of th(‘ fleet, found an end something more 
comfortable but no less ignominious. Navigating succesp*fully the 
channel betw<?en Croisic and the Fcuir, they raced helter-slcelter 
for safety,. .Southw(;ird they fled, southward and stopped not. 
All save the Jus/e* reached the friendlv waters of Rochefort. 
But still in imagination they fell Hawke swooping i^) behind, and 
dispensing with all that was dispt'nsablc they floundered huo the 
Charenle, resolute never again to sail the sea while that deadly, 
pitiless Bird terrorized the Waters. 

The victory was decisive. 'Hie last fleet of;'France had ceased 
to exist ^ and this tremendous result had been achieved by tensor 
eleven ships, by the calculating temerity of matchless seanilnship, 
and by the magic of a wonderful nanfer France lost between 
four and five thousand of her seamen. Hawke's casualties 
numlxTed. le.s.s than 300 with only one officer killed. The in\*^sion 
scare w^as r»ver ; the alb conquering expedition “ found its lermiiuis 
— not on the 'shore.s of Britain, but of Brittany to its surprise.'* 
England was mistress of the sea again, as she had never been since 
the days of Rooke. Sht,! was free at last tb forget thb" bitter .slj,ame 
of Minorca. Hawke restored to Britannia's hand the trident that 
Byng bad lost. ' ; 

’Twa« long past noon on a wild Noven^ier day 
When Hawi<e came swooping from the west ; 

, He heard the breakers thundering in Qihberon bay, 

But he flew the flag for battle;, HneSabreast. 

Down upon thc«juicks^nds, roaring out of sight, ' 

Fiercely beat the storm-wind^ darkly fell the night ; 

Bpfc^hey ipik the f& few pilot, and tfle cannon’s glare for light, 
When’Wawke catnu^i swooping fr^ the west. 
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* The Juste went down oft the mouth of the Loire. 
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Tw iloi^joiis new$ carried home by Hawke's Fla^ Oipuiin, 
Campbel^^i; He had begun life in a Scottish coaster* which upon 
occasion ws visited by the *‘press/'^. Campbeirs apprentice^>hip 
rendered him inimune, but he volunteered ^in place of a tearfyl 
mate, and served as a petty officer to Anson on his voyage round 
the world. It was Anson who%scorted him to the royalpresence 
with the news, and on the way the First Lord made it* clear thab 
the King was ready to confer on him a knighthood. “I dboi it 
w'adna mak muckle odds to me/’ said the .bearer of good tidings* 

** Hui your Kdy might like it/* coaxed Anson. Weel, weel than,'* 
came the^ answer, “ His Majesty can nnik her a knicht gin he be 
sae rnmdet.'' 

When Hawke himself came home enthusiasm knew no bounds. 
Parliament tendeied the Admiral effusive tlianks and "a yearly 
grant of £^2^000. King protested that no one hut ** his 

Captain/’ could have doru^ such a thing, and gripped Sir Edward's 
hand with a father’s cordiality. The n^edal which he caused to 
be struck is ornately appropriate. On tb^; leverse Knglan<%arnibd 
with the thunderbolt routs the allied forces -of d\'mpest, Nigffl. 
and France. On the obveriie Britannia mounted on a si»a-horse 
shoulders her trident like a w^arrior well pleased. 

Qiiiberon saved the ^pew-born British -Empire. It confirmed 
England in the transatlantic conquest which Wolfe bad won for 
her. But Phigland ill-rew'arded those who had wrought salvation t 
An earldom had been littife enouglt for Hawke: as for his 
captains, ahey had [in his own phrase] “ behaved Hike ang^ls/^ 
The commanders of the F.ssex and Resolution wa^re indeed tried 
by court-martial for thrt. loss of their ships, and honourably ac- 
quiuM, But this indulgence concluded'The outward manifesla^ 


tioji of the national gratitude. It mattered little enough them 
was too modcilt to notice anything oniitted. To hav 6 saved 
his country brought its owm reward. But neglect so callous ba| 
deceived posterity, and blinded succeeding generations to the 1^, 

^ of the victory, and ^he peerless worth of the victor.* ' 

The Eafl of Chatham is in part to bj^me. » He has monopb^^ 
feed the glory of a golden^ epoch. ** Th^ ardouj.^f his soul/” 
says Lord Macaulay, “inflamed every wlip/drdjgeid the. 

heights of Que|>ec, and. everf . sailor who 
,, ^ 1 ';^ 

* There is no iq(»onwtnA to Htwke ckiwr in the 
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tite Fi^jnckiflhips among the rocks o^* Brittany.'' Nobody cai^f' 
d(>ubt that he *' imparted to his commanders his own iip|^etuot!s, 
adv€Ot^a^a^$ and defying spirit ; but Hawke ijeed^d no such 
^tribution. Pitt did not enter office till I7S>*; Ins gl?eat sea- 
captairtthad ten years before acquired ofT Finisterre an imperish- 
able faqie. Pitt had no need/' writes Captain Mahan, **to 
discover Mawke. ... He might as well be thought to have dis- 
coveffed^he sun.’^ ^ ^ 

Hawke’s private lifq w’as as blameless as his public life was 
brilliant. He hated parade as much as Anson did was ts just 
and righteous as Blake ; and scorned self-profit and a^randue- 
meat. He long survived his brother-jn-arms Boscawen, and' nnore 
than twenty times he (luk-tly celebrated a certain feast in No- 
vember. For a period he served as Fir^>t Lord of the Admiralty ; 
but for tht5 most part his latter years were blessed with quiet, 
/‘sleep afterdoyle, [>ort after stormie seas, ease after warro,’’ His 
task was finished. For twenty years his victory kept the French 
inhocuous ; and when ftcfsh troubles came, Keppel, Rodney and 
Howe, his chosen ^ons, were there to deal with them. 1776 
King George Us gtfindson persuaded the ‘^Father of the Nav)^^' 
to accept a barony, h'ive years afterwards at the ripe Of 

seventy-six the victor c>f Quiberon died, lind wais buried at North 
Stoneham in the County of Yorkshire, 

S';. • 

I'be generation that lived throligh the ** Wonderful Yc^ar’' 
hojiOured on<® toast more frequently than others. Witb a clink- 
ing of glasse.s they drank to a pledge which to-day might serve as 
a prayer. May all our officers have the heart of a^Wolfe and the 
eye of a Hawke,’* 
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Britannia triumphant, her shipa sweqi the sea; ^ ^ 
Yier standard is justice, her watchw ord “ Be free 1 ” 
Then cheer up, my lads ! witH^onc heart let uS ^ 

Our soldiers, our sailors, our statesmen and Kifig.*’ 


Hearts of oak are our^hips, 

JgUy tars are ouf men ; 

We always are ready : . , 


Steady, boya, ^eftdy t ^ 
■JVe’U fight and we'U conquer %gaiti and again. 
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CO operating^vub the land^orcA, 254 , 
captures tht harbour and red^toes the 
towh, 252 4 commands m chief m 
Mediterranean, t 7 S 9 . 2^7, 270, 
annihilates die TouloniffWijat 
banle of l^agos, 1759, 0 Q*f ; e^s^tt 
of his victory 279 ; created^a Pt^ 
^C, 5 Snciilor, and General of MtSrtne^^ 
378 ; die^i, 278 n. ; ffiendly rivalry wl^th 
tijtWke, 204, aih n. : Pitt’s opinion of 
him, 176, 277 1 mtknames, 177^ 277 ; 
chamcteriatics, 177, 032, 2^2, 27$, 
J177 and 278 n ♦ 

BohgfltittinHc, 264-8, 


. 4 

feTehllr 

FI41 m. T64-5 ; Wt ^- 

i'^Mhjrt.'tt wtoi^-iChapn 

T74aj^id n ; as(»ptam,4il^%lft£^ti^^ 

leroopts the Yonhg Pretend oAwN 

way 10 M^otland,, X745;2Q^|m 

the First -Batde of Fiofilffie# 

, receives iiyieperidemeoinmtllj^^ 
,m. 7 S 9 .s«'- , 

“ ppoad-lioktotn'd Mmistry/' 2314 |t< ' | 

Brodick, ^A 8 Ii 4 iu 11 |i 4 r«s tm i 

«ittents for Byig, ii 7 ^* k33 ^ ; tlj®* . 
- ^ Command uodat|]Hl3^wkl&t 
' * ^$7 243 ; secdiid 

j ^ und^ Bo&gawcn at LagOSj^^®, i 
' 7 , blockades ( idf?', 

Buci ineer5^35, 162, 244'«* «• ^ vJ 

Suckle, C iM ^7$.^ ^ i A ^ Jj 

Byng^S»ifcom# 

% Pmieo of x684 

I 1692,^100 Roofe^lp' 
G$h4faltir, nirah 




;,f j 


>707. 

ct,4olf>ijJp«p(Aif»i .^s, « 4 -ij 
L n Cw|r. 
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«36; George li's, 
swjS ; Hawlfie'* oprtiion of, 236 ; Vol- 
tairtf*a, ^ ; fets. ciecution, 228-9 ; 
h|s, flf$a aj^ n. ; his 

aa^j" and bra'wy. 218, 

2'll, a25^ 227, »a| 'and n* 

1723), with Anson 
Idt»n4 Horn, 155-9 ; writes an ac- 
W the 

ic9 ; advancement, 175 ; at Ro^'hefort, 

f *757. a37-43- 

'/ '' 

■ ’ ■ C 

<^tnpbell, John 1tt>- ^720), early life. 
289; round world trith Anson, 
*75 ;* Flag (.'aptain to Hawke at 
Quilieron, 281*8; brings the news 
home, 2 89. 

Canton, 170, 173, 

Cape%eton Isle, 176, 212. 252, 257 

CajNfo Coast Cg^Ue, 8, 9. 

tap Franc, x>is, 244-5, 285. 

** Cargo of Cburage," 230, 257. 

Carkett, Robert, 248-9. 

Carter, Richard, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79. 

Carteret, 232 n, , 

Carthagcna (in Spain), 248, 

Carthagelfa (oflu the Main), 124, 125, 
136, t43*4, 145 and n., 146-9, 215. 

Castaft^a, 153-4. * 

Cham-shot, 13, 17, 128, 

Charles Edward, the Young Pretender 
(1720-88), 139 n,, 202 and n., 20®, 225, 

Charles 11 (1660-85), his wanderings?^' 
6. 7't appeals tea Mojik, i ; moves 
into Holland, 7 ; lands at Dover, 1-2 ; 
sells Dunkirk, 1662, 6, 98 ; founds 

f st AlHcan Co., 8 ; declares war 
th^ 9 ; flics from the 

Plague, 14 ; tfe of th# war,^ 4667, 
r ag j and lays up ms fleet during peace , 
nc^otlaticttlsw^ 30, 86 ; joins the 
lil^lllknoe against Louis XIV, i6l8, 39 ; 
^rselH himself to Louis XiV in thefccret 
Treaty of Doi^^r, 1670, 40, 484^|iis 


naval strafegy duri|||v|^ Thini^ Dutch 
War, 1673, 49; fpneed to •'Withdraw 
from active co-opefation with Louis 
j XIV, 1674, 53; «ttni dependent on 
I him, 55 ; defeats Wiig attempt to 

i Isrtep James II from the throne, 55; 

I abandons 7'angier, 1683, and neglects 
I Navy, 57: his wit, t, 4, 57; oth^cr 
characteristics, 20, 0, 41 n. * 

: Cfaruies H of Spain (1665-1700), 5, 87, 
88. 89, 90, ti8, 124. 

I (.'li.irles VI, Emperor (T7ri-4o\ 89,91, 

I 104, 152, 154 n., 180, 190, 193 n^ 

' “'Chase, Gcnerid/’ 153, 178, 206, 284. 

(.'biteaurenault, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 72, 

I ♦ 93 7, ro7. 

I C’haiham, Earl of, see T’itt, William. 
Cherbourg, 4. 251. * ^ 

Clive, Robert (1725 74), 10 n., 231 n., 
23'~’- 

I Clue, De Lu, 247, 271 '7. 

Concert (1619-83), 4, 5. 42, 83. 86, 93, 
23B, 

I Conde, 55. 

I Confian.s, 280-8. 

! Cook, j.inV^s (i 72B-';9), rises from com- 
i inon seaman to master, 258 ; guides 
j .Saunders up the St. Lawrence, ^59. ' 
1 Councils of War, 241-2, 244-5, 250. 
Court, Ue, 195-202. 

Courts Martial, on Byng, 226-8 ; on 
Mathews and Le^tock, 201-2 ; on 
I TorilngtitSm, 72-3. 

Croisic, 119, 283, 287. 

Cromwell, 1, 2, 102, 137. 

CuUodeib 203,0236, 238. , ® c 

Cumberland, Duke of (1721-65), 203, 

{ 209, 236, 245, 246. 




i D'Aiguillon, puc,,A, 1483, 2S4, 286* 
, D' Ar^freville, 80, ' 

Darien gebeme, 1^^124 n. 


I Dartmouth, Lord, 58, 59. 


Dell.vall, Sir Ralph, 67, 77, Uo./j;. «» w 
Denis, .Sfr Peter, 175, 176, 237-]^^ s8o-8. 
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De Ruytftr t?;6o7*76), conducts a cam^ i 
paign ild^ritisb West Africa, 1664, j 
9 ; ^ttd 80 misses* Lowestoft, 10 ; re- | 
turns borne, 17 ; lite skill on the first t 
day of the Four Days’ Battle, 1666, | 
18 ; his difiiculties on the second, aofe 1 
2 ; bis victory on the fourth, 24 ; ! 
btockades the Thames, 26 ; severely 
jieteated by Albemarle on St. Jahies's 1 
t)ay, 1666, 27 ; his skilful retreat, 28 ; | 
his riiid oni,i hathnm and the Med- 
way, x 6^7, 30-5 ; his problem at the 
oulbiceak of the Third Dutch War, 

41 ; his brilliant attack on the allies 
at SoJebay, 1672, 42 6 ; acts m con- 
cert with William III. 47 ; fights two 
actions with Prince Rupert off the 
SchoOi^veldt, 48 ; bis skilful leadership : 
at the 'fexcl, 1673, 50-3 ; defeats ' 
Duquesne fit the butle of Stromboli, | 
54 ; but is killed at the battle of | 
Agosta, 1676, 54 i 

D’Estr^is, Jean, 42, 43, 48, jo. 54 a. | 
Victor Marie, 66, 76 7, 84, 1 


'Duquesne; Fort, see Fort 

Dutch, trade recovery aftir Fia« 

War, 7*8 ; involves thenf|ln ^Second, 

* 9-34 : their alliance with Xl^, 
6 ; avails\othing, 17, 22^>^o 5 thirir 
struggle wi& f ranoi, 1667- 1713, §*5;. 
and with France and 

England, 1672-4^' 39*4°, anj 49 * 53 * 
passim ; they restore the S^&dtholder, 
46-7 ; vjjho in 1688 l>ecomei King of 
England, 59-61. 

Du Verger, 285. 

.E 

> «* 

East India t o,, see Indu. 

Eugene. Prince, 99, 110PI14. 

Evertzen, ('ornelius (I), 10 n., 20. 

Kvertzen, CorneJius ( 11 ), 10 n. 

Evertzen, Cornelias (UI), lo n., 67. 74.. 

I’'.vcrtw*n4> Jan, to and n., 14, 27, 28, 72. 

* 

F 


107-9. 

Dettingen, 191 , 202 , 238 . I 

De Witt, John, 17 , 25 , 30 , 35 , 39 , 40 , , j 
46 . I 

“ Dividing the f.nemy,” the manamrie j 
describe 1 , 26 ; attcmjited by D’Estr<?es, I 
1673 , 50 ; Shovel, 1692 , 78 ; Toulouse, 
1704 , 107-8 ; ;inil Calissoni 6 re, i-Ki. 

“ Doi|bling on tht^ ibiemv," the inanu;- 
uvre described. 70 ; and criticized, 72 
n. ; attempted at Sol||iay, 45 ; the 
50 ; Heachy Heatl. 72 ; Bar- 
fleur, 78 - 9 ; Malaga, 197 ; Toulon, 
197 . 

26 , 34 . 

125*31 

Capt, 280 , 282 . ^ 

Duguay Trouin, 120 ;" tai. 

3 uii|kirk, 6, 98, 114, X19, 120, 122. 

^upteix. ato and n. 

DwffhalSfMs, Altfaham, .42, 43, 54 and n;-; 

' T 

>uqiw«^Ange, 2 x 3 n., 248 - 9 . 


Family (,‘ompact,” 139, 154 n., 191. 

Ferdinand, lYirice, of Brunswick, 246, 
250, 252. 277. 

“ Fifteen, the,” 133, 139, i:;3. , 

“Fighting Instructions,'’ ix, at n.t 26, 
70, 181, 182 and n , 183 fuid n., 184, 
195, 197, 201, 206, 218-9. 

Fire of London, i0t)6. 29. 

FireshipSj 18, 20, 44, 5a, 96, 199, 260. 

Flag-rank, 203 and n., 204. 
peet in being,” 30, 67, 86. - 

Florida, 212. 

Fontenoy, J75, 202, 21 r. f v 

Forbes, Cicneral, 255-6. 

Forrest, 0 .pt., 244-5. ' 

,^Fort Duquesne, 2x3, 2x5, 232, 235%,^ 
246, i 5 S 4 ‘ : 

‘*/orty,-fi^ the/’ X 34 > t 7 S- 202-3, 233, 

France, progress under Masa* 

rin,^3 Colbert/'4 ; under Lbuls , 
XIV, sel/Lotiis XIV opposes 
land ih ^ Austrian Suecession, 190- . : 
i . I ; aitl 'Ifiven Years’ ' War, 209^^5 
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•■''’'^alsSiFliMay Compact, and Poli^ | 
Succession War. 

piredei;i^ thf;^reat (1:740-86), accession 
^0^, seizes Silesia and causes 

European war, 190-1 ; Vos*^**^*^ of, 

' v 7^5-6, ai *5-6 ; alliance with 

England;' 16 ; arouses the hostility of 
l'>ance,an$ Riissia, 331 ; faced by a 
European coalition/ 231 ; defeated, 
i 7 S 7 i 236: defciUs French at Ross- 
biich, 1757, 246 ; Austrians at Leu- 
then, ^757, 246; and Russians at 
Zorndorf, 1758, 252; defeated at j 
Kiinersdorf, 4759, 277 and nl ; char 
acteristics, 190. * 

G i 

Oalissoniere, De La, 217-25, 230, 236, 
247, 248. 

Galleys, 105-9, t 

Gailiol, X20-a. j 

{iiailoper sh<ifal, 22, ] 

Gardiner, /Capt., 248-9, ! 

Garrick, 233, 278 and n., 290, I 

George 1 (1714-27), 133. 138. j 

George II (1727-60), 133, i3y^''n,, 190, j 
jyi, 203, 209. 227^ 22B, 235, 234, I 
249, 278, 289. I 

'Gibraltar, 98^^105, 107-1 r, 193 n,, 218, | 
230, 257. 271, ^ : 

God Save the King,” 143 n. | 

Gorte, 8, Ti. i 

Granby, Marcpiis of, 277-8. j 

Gray's *' Elegy,” 266-7. 

Grog, 151. 

Guam, 168, 171. 

, *1 i) 

(iuarda Costas, 135, 137, 210 n. 

Gundeet, 22, 30, 09. 

%W* H 

'H^ifax, 253. 

Hanover, 215, 2x6, 234, 236, 24S, 277. 
Hardwickg, Lord Chancellot^ 180, tsf, 
2 «8. ■' 

Hanly, Capt., 93-7* 

l^rland, Capt|f^'2oa. 

^^aitnan, Sir John. 13, x8, 20, 41, 48. j 


Edward, Lord (i705ji?Sx); 
life, 193; thisses Vernon 
but perfwts his seaiwatiship West 
Indies, 1739, <v 194 ; gristly ^s- 
tingiiishes himself at the BatU# W 
Toulon, 1744, 195-202; disregards 
the Line, 200 ; praised by George II, 
203 ; disappointenisi^t missing Anson's 
battle, 1747, 204-5 1 raisi^df to %ag^ 
rank, 204, greatly distinguishes him- 
self by his victory offl|4nisterl*e,‘*747, 
204-9 i his clever manam^re at that 
battle, 206 and n., 274 f ki|ighted» 

. 2J9 ; his H'cord c:«tch of prizes, X755, 

215 : improves on Hyng's manoeuvre, 
222 n. : replaces Hyng in the Mediter* 
ranean and jesiores British credit, 
230; secures /Vnsflbn’s recall, 1757, 
236 , conducts ah expedition against 
Rochefort, 1757, 237-43; makes a 
s<‘cond descent on Kw'hefort, 1758^ 
246-7 , influence thereof, 247^ 253 { 
cpnsider‘- hfinseif slighted by Howe's 
appointment, 249; and ^||jj^s#bis 
flag, 25a ; second in commanfl under 
Ansoft/ 250 ; resumes the Chanrifel 
command, 257, 270 ; bis skilful 

blockadt‘. of Brest, 278-80 ‘, l^rnt in 
4'digy, 282 ; annihilates the French at 
Qui heron Bay, J7S9» , :^o-8 ; his 
clever manoeuvo^ at that battle, 2^)4; 
and fearless hat|,dling of the 
CH)rgt\ 286 : his retifcption on return- 
ing home, 280; effects of QuiSeron, 

289, ayo ; ^eated a peer, and dies> 
29c*:; chaji*;teristic8, a49;5^5i^li„ 

290. 

Haytt 135. ^ 

llerbeft, Arthur (1647-17x6), piii^tage 
0^ e;6 ; commands the 
at Solebay, sfl*?: ]|pder Sprnggeat the 
Battle of the Wel, 50 ; commands 
iff * the M«ditW&can, 56 ; and |>ro- 
test^ against the abandonment of 
<&Tangjer, 98 ; refuses to auppe^ 
rB* diapenatiig power, and xsx'aahr 
iered, 58 i conveys William Itt to/ 



■ ' . 2p 

Jamaicft,'’^, 124, xar* %^ 9 f'^^y ^ 3 S* 
with the g'rcnchat Ban- 137, t4i, 145, 149, S44& 
try i<S®9r 6r-3; created Earl of James Edward, the ffeiender 
; Torriii^on, 63 ; abUged by Mary’s (1688^17^)^ 59,90. ^ 

wders to’ fight tlie French at Beacby James U ifborn 1633), 

Ifead, 1690, 66-73; tried by couf^j High Admto, 166®, 9; his w^%t 

^ thaytiai for his defeat, and acquitted, the Admiralty, 57 ; consilltutes a new : 

bm never again lim ployed. 72 ; char- body of naval officers, 57 ; fend^ 

acsteristics, 56. 4 title to New Ydrk, 9 ; as Cdnynand9r*» 

119. in-Chief against the Dutch, i66j, issues 

Molmeftl Sir Hobert, 9, 18, 28, 29, 45 * “Fighting Instructions,*’ tr, 182; 

^nd n., 4 ^* victory at Lowestoft, 9-13 ; spoiled 

Hopsopn, Sir Thomas, 64, 92-8. by iaterfert;nce, 13; retires from 

Hoijier* Admiral, 193 and n. r, active service, 15 ; J)ut returns on 

Howe» Lord (ihtrd viscount). 255 , 257, Albemarle’s dehth, 41 1 his dt^wm 

Howe, Richard, Lord {4th viscount. battle with**^ De Ruyter in So(^lmy, 

afterwards Earl Howe, bom, 1726), ) 1672,40-6; deprived office by Iho 

opens ^he Seveh Years’ War, 1755, ! 1673, 4^5 becomes K.ing» 

2U ; ns- commander of the Maif- | 1685. 58 ; reorganises the Navy,’ and 

nanime distinguishes himself at I refuses to join William of Orange or 

Rochefdh, 1757,237-43; gives offence ’ Loiji^, XIV, 58-60; abandmi^ 

to Hawke by accepting appointment ; seeks refuge aft VmaiJioS, 

in the Channel. 1758, 2 ->-50; con- * i in Ireland and bfrsieges 

(kioitB -^^mpaigns against St. Malo, ' Londonderry, 61-3 ; after the Boyne 

251; and Cherbourg, 251; displays | lo France, 73; corre^ 

great gallantry in the bay nV k. Cas. ’ ! ^'>ondk with Russell, 74-5 ; witnesses 

251-2; succeeds to the family peerage^ | destiuiction of his Beet at Hogue, 

3758; 281; plays a brilliant part at j 80 * 3 1 1701, 90 ; jjortrait 

the Battle of Quiberon, 1759, 23d«^ ; j Rneller, 58; hi^ bravefj at 

favourit*: disciple of Haw'ke, 249, ; Lowestoft, 12 ; an^l Solelxiy, 45, 57 ; 

290; charactensttes, 243 and n., 252. | religious bigotry, 58-9; hiS^^want 

Hudson Bay, rJ4, 2,j2. i of tact, 42, 58, 63, 81, 83. 

^ ’ j Jenkins, Capt,, 136-7. 

! Johnsori"', General, 256. 263. 

( Jonqui^re, De La, 176*9. 

r. . ^ * Jordan, Sir Joseph, 45, 50. 

isaa,'35 n.. 210 n., 231 and n., 232, j^an Fernandei, 161-3!' 

Infernal,” iai-3. " 

Tui;- of England, projected by j ^ 

France, m.i:692, 74-8., ; in 175^. aib*. Keppek Hon., Augustus (born i7a5), ; - 
7 ; lu 1 759, 368-79. roun^ the world with Anson, 175 

‘ with BAtddock to Non%u Amftriea, 

] * 755 ) at Rochefort, 1757, 337- w 

^ 4; 43: pfaytabrmiantpartatQultoitrO«l.^ - 

j5«^C9t>it«S, a, 75, 76, 83-L33* i34»f 39, ^ 1759, 28<^, V Vv 

„ Kersaint, 344-5, aSs-tS. ' ■ 

^ ■ '' ' ' * 



■ INDEX 


KkM. 

Lifter Bov, 57-8. 
Kirkby, | 7 ap^;. 12^-9, 225- 
jyrke, (general, 64. 

Knelkr, Sir Godfrey, 58, it 8. 
KiKKjwles, Admir:*!, 237, 239. 


Ladrones, 168-70, 171, ' 

Lawso^i, Sir John, 9, 14, 56, 57. 

League of Augsburg, 60, 01, 73, 85. 
Leake, Sir John ^ 1656-1720), chosen , 

by kooke to relieve Londonderry, 64 ; | 
at La Hogue, ioo;>ai the capture of 
(jil^raltar, nx»-5 ; fightl“‘ well at Mai- ! 
aga. 105*9; |\\ice relievjeajt Gsbrahnr, 
113; personaHy ho.t|aiiwd by (Jue*'n 
Anne, 113 ; captfl^ Minorca, 1708, [ 
1 13 * ^ ^ 

Lee^krdl^lltion, ii, 12 and n^, 13, 14. ; 

. TOstock, A^^ i9i\3. 195-202 ! 

' L’Eienckiere, 205-9. | 

Lino, The, ir, 12 undn., lo, 17. 24, 26, ' 
42,70, 198 and 7><7 ww. ' ! 

“ IJne of Bearing,” 177 and 11., 78, 
liAOC, J^gpe Alexander’s, 135, 214 andn. i 
LoniJoriHerrj)', siege of, 61 5. ! 

Louisburg, 176, 210, 21a, 213, 236, 240, 
25i»^5, 256. 257, 261. 

Louis XIV (T643-I7J5), taU's upon 
himself the government of Krance, 
i66r, 5 ; marries M. Theresa of , 
Spain, 5; buys Dunkirk, 6; allies , 
himself with the Dutch, 6 ; and inh- 
tcrialiy aids t'hem alter Lowestoft, 

17 ; but refuses to humble England - 
further afljer the l our D^ys' Battle, j 
; invited to join in the Medwtry ; 
raid, 30 : but puls forward a claim to 
the Spanish Nethei lands, 5-iS; and [ 
invades^|hat country, i667f35 ; coni- j 
peUed to retir®, 1668, 39; ai;\d deter- 
mjnesio punish the Dutch, 39 ; forms 
the Secret 'l>e;ity of Dover with 
Charles H, 1670, 40 ; invades Holland, 


1672, 46-7 ; and unto lvuro|i^g:ftin9t 
himself, S3 ; exercises Uw'fleet in the 
Mediterranean, 54 ; and makes peace 
at Nymwegen, *678, 55 ; opposed W 
the League ol Augsburg, 60; in al- 

/» tempting to secure the help of James 
11, allows William III to dethrone 
him, 6o*i ; adopts the Cause uf James, 
Oi ; wins Bantiy Hay . ; ^nd 

Heachy Head, 65 ; but loses his fleet 
at Barfleurand La Hogne. 74, % ;and 
take# to privateering. *s6f 120; ac- 
knowledges Wilh.iTn III af Ry;swick, 
i6<y7, 86; has hope- of the Spanish 
Inhentance, 88, 124 ; prodaim.s his 
grand on King of Spain, 90: plans 
an attack on Vienna, 99 ; eud«»avours 
I0 recover (kbrallar, 10^, is de- 
feated at Hlenhciin and Malaga, 
1704. T05 10, death of, 153 ; charac- 
terrstics, 4, 5- 

Ltmis XV (1715-74), 21 1, 210, 256,260, 
2,70, 270 ,2f?0. 

M 

Macao, j-'O, 171, 174 

“ Machine, The," 121-3. 

Madia.s, 210 

Ms^hon, 113, 217-25, 27t. 

Manila, see Philippines. 

.Maria I'heresa (dau. ot v harle.s VJJ, 
1B9, 190, J92, 209, 210, 23T, 233, 
24 8. 7 

Mariit Theresa (dau. of Philip W), 5, 
89 n. 

Marmes, 45 103 and n., 106, 

141, i8t. 

MarfOoroiigh, ist I.>uke, 74, n., 

99 j -^ 34 - 

Marlborough, 3rd Duke, 251. 

Martinet, 35. ^ • 

Mary 11 , 55, 60, ^th, 67, 68, 69, 76, 77, 

% 

Matbssws, Admiral, 183 n., 191*3, >95- 

^ 302 . 

Maairin, Cardinal (ruler of 
i^r42-6T), 3. 5 and n., 7, 89 n. . 
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?Sinorca, 

TstngierA Toulon, 

57'8. 

Milan, 88, Jt'r4. 189, ig^. 

Mindcn, 277, 27^. 

Minorca, 113, 193 n., 216-25, ^3^- 
Montagu, Edward (1625-72), conveys 
Charles II home, 1660, 2 ; created 
Earfof ^ndwich, t« ; commands the 
Blitt: at I^westoft, 9 ; with brilliancy, 
15; airfba^sail^r to Spain, 15-6; his 
heroic fighfand death at Solebay, 41- 
5 ; Injneti' in Westminster Abbey, 

ns 

Montcalm, 232, 255, 260-7. 

Morbihan, 280, 28 3. 

Mordaunt, Sn John, 237-43, 2.44^ 254. 
Morgan, Sir Henry, 135. 

Mortar -boa?, see Homti-keieh, 

Mortars, 120- 1, 254. 

Myngs, Sir Christopher, 17, 18. .'4 and 
n., 62. 

N 

Naples, 88, 114, 152. 

Narbrough, Sir John, 56, 62 
Nelson, Horatio (b. 1758), 245, 255. 
Netherlands (Spanish fill 1713. Aus.ii 
trian aft ei; wards), 5, 35, 39, 40. 88, 
91, 114, 152, 189, 190, 202, 210. 212, 
213, 231 n., 269. 

Newcastle, Duke a( (iVj(i3-i76BC 220 , 
232 iuid II,, 233, 234. 235 and u., 236 
and n., 277. 

New Eiii^landeis, 176, 212-5. 1} 

NeN'^ibundland, X14, 175, 212. 

New Orleans;* 244. 

New Vork, 9. / 

,NiagtCa;^Fj,wt, 213, 235-6, 263. j. 
Nicknames— * 

Great Commoner, 234, 

014 l'>rtadmughf, ^77 

Grog, 150 - 1 . * 

Sfknt bort'-in-law of the Chancellor, 

. isaf* o 

Tom of Ten Thousnnd, 226. * 


N icknames {contmMd] - - - 
Wizard of the Seas, 123.*' 

Wry-necked Dick, 277 n. 

Nova Scotia, ^14, 175, 212. 

^ O ^1} 4 

1 Ogle, Sir Chnloner, 143 a.n(Pn.. 145,, 

I 193, 194, 237. 

I Opdam, 10-13. 
i Ormonde, Duke of, 02-8, 

! " ^ 

I Palliser, Sir Hugh, 258, 

I, Parker, Sir Hyde ( 1 ;, 175^ 

I Partition 'Vrealics, Si. 

I Wayta, 164-5. 

, l^eace of- • 

j .Au-la-Chapelle, J1748, 209-10. 232 n., 

j Brc<la. j6f)7, 3c. . 

: Nyni|pi;en, 1678, 55, (>o, ' 

IVrenees, 1650, 3 and n., ’5* 

Ryswick, 1697, 867, 90-1, 12^. 

Utrecht, 1713, 1134, 134. 13s. I54, 
153, T70, 209, 212, 215, 253 
! Westinidktcr, 1674, 53 56. 
i Pelham, Hanrv, 232 n,, 234. 

I Pelham, Thomas, see Newcastle, Duint 

! of. ^ 

I Penn, Sir William (i62r-'7<^, 8, 0, n, 

I 13, ^5 n., 26, 57. "• 

I Pepys, Samuel (1633-1703), 13, 15 and 
) 11 , 16, tC n. , 24 n., 31, 37, 58 and 11,, 

i 9 ^' 

; Pett, vSir Phineas, 77. 

’ Philip IV (1621-65), 5, 7, 87, 102. 

I Philip V (1700-46)', 89, 114, 152, 153. 

I Philippine.^, 166, t68 , 171. 

I “ TiraB*, f'hef 143 n. 

Pirates, 123, 135 and n. 

Pitt, William (i|o 8-78), as an orator, 
t8o, 233'^ oppdi^ Walpole, 233 ; and 
hll successl^rs, ^32 n. , 234 ^ ejjcluded 
from o®|e, bail; idoUstod by people, 

^ 234 ; calM to ,1^ helm in 175$. 235^* 

in 1757 enters fctnerfship witU.NeW^" 
castle, 435-4, , genius as a war 



iffS>E 3 d 


"I J: ‘ 

'*t»iiiist6r, ay®; r^lk Aiwoii^ 

; sejad'rW«xp©«Stiio»ta 3 ft^ho% 
*7S7i^?*3t3C ; ^ttnoius at Us faakt^, '#43,; 
bis ^iabs for 1758, 248 ; aa4 initkl 
succc^ftes, 247*56 ; d^rAaines to co»- 
* ‘^'<|t«er Aimwici, 257 ; fcs '‘Wonderful 
Yea|/' ; characsteristics, i8o, 

.33^;, ^ 3 ^^, W» 277/ ®^ 9 - 

Pittsl>wf,"’ 5 ^ 5 < 5 . ^ 

Hawo, 156, i 58» i6a» 163, 17a. 

I*lague, the. 14-5. 

Plassey, 231, 

Pocock, Si." Geori.;^, 209. 

PompadoQF, 231, 280. 

Pwlo BeJ^io, 136, 142 n., 145, 

TO* * 93 n.,^i 94 i 
Pragmatic S^ntlion. 189, 193 n. 
Pressgang, 258. 

Prestonpans. 175, 203, 

Pretender, Old, see James Kdsvard. 
Prelender, Young, see Chadas iCdward. 

<3 

<|uetK-*C5 250-08- 


RatiJig'i oi slnps, 184-6, 
ki^oadela, Battles, Vigo Bu/i 
** Rtd, White, tuid I 31 ae/’ 42, 70, 196 n. 
Bftnneil Currejil, III. 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, his portrait of 
Anson, ^87 ;> of Boscawen, 77. , 
Richelieu, Cardinal „(ruler oJ Kraiice, 
^:i624-4-i). 3- 
|6lcheli4ii. lJuc dc, 2i7”25. 

WMiwn O'UM^r, 135, rOin., 1^2. 
Rochefort. 4, 237-43, 245, 246-7, 250, 

A*ra£fewir Random, 144. 

tedney, Qcorge, Lord (bi'r7r9), at'the 

* Second Eiflttle of Finist'erre, 1747, 


Rooke, Gedcife (x65o-i^),/S!iriy year$> . 
serves Under Sprag4^ a|Mel>ay, 
4t, .44r.45; conducts a bHUiant de> 
i fence of ' Spraggek Hag-lbip at the 
iTexisl, 1673, 50-2 r reiii^kKied, 57 ; 

® seiFcs in the MediWrrUnean under 
Narhrough and Herbert, 56-7 ; op- 
j pcfges abandonment of Tangii2|, 98 ? 
j commands a siiip in WlfMaijf IH's 
armada, 1688, 59; at Baixtry jSay* 
1689, 62 ; r«.= 4 Ieves L^adondtSt'ry, S3-5 ; 
conveys Eit^lish army^ to Ireland, 
65 ; Rear-Admiral, 65 ; dontmands a 
division of the Red at Bcachy Head/ 

! 1690, 67 ; supports 'Porringtoa at his 

( (.ourt-ru.irtiah 72; commands a divi- 
sion of the Blue at iBarfleur, 77-9 ; 

, destroys the Flench deet at La 

I - , «s 

Hogue, 1692/79-84; knighK^ by 
j William Hi, 83 : contnbutess to cost 
j of Greenwich Hospital, 83 ; convoys 
j the Smyrna fleet, and outwits 'Podr- 
I ^ ville, 84-5 : blocHad^s Toulon, 

' 86; M.P. for Portsmouth, 86j 98 a., 

j no ; conducts a fruitless campaign to 
i Cadi', 91-2 ; annihilates ChAtcaure* 
naull at Vigo Bay, 1702, 93-8; sent 
j too[ier,ito with Marl^roUgJi m Bit*- 
' helm campaign, 99 ; caf^tures Gib- 

raltar, 1704, 100-5; defejpthe Fnawb 
1 at Malaga, 105-10; Ijis skill ai ihic 
buttle, 18211. ; ruined by the parti. vas» 

I Hof Mailborough/i.10 ; his dea/tb and 
; will, 114; buried at CanjtcrbSr v. ttfl; 

! decay of sea- iw tepee after 'hj/h, 

j ; edits the Righting rimn^ 

* 182; characteristics, 38, 39, 

I Rowley, Vdrniral, i97-20t. ^ 
j R^le Britannia,” 1.33. 

i ’■Rupert, Prince (1619-82), a'PLd^u.oft,^ 
; 9 ; retains his commidid, t6 , in 

I pursuit of Fraich, 17, 18 ; 
i Altiemarle m the midst of Fwr iMys' 

J Battle, 23, 27, 2d; 'prot 6 S «4 


• 307-8 ; with Hawke at Rochefort, 1757, !« disbaudment of the iJjfSilaiv 3 b I 
,^ 337-43; riSceives indej>epdent com- ! ^takes cotpuiand of fleet after ^'a-.ebay* 
y' .fjisand, 1759, 281. ' ,1 %8; and %ht» an indeck.^^ 





off aH^:fre«eI,. *673. ! 

Orord' •(1653- 

l7^7)^^theT«xel,^o; ioAs Willrim = 
Ui, 5^^ !?«ce!v«5S comipand of •'the' j 
Blue uader Torrington, hut^ j 

r«tnn*iiii; 4 “ ashore. 67; and lender- | 
mines Torringtow’s influence, 68-9; 1 
su«eeed^ Torringt^, 74 ; corresponds 
James II, 74-5 ; defeats the 
. French at Bartleur,' 1692, 76-9; dis- 
missed fOf n^t completing their de- 
sttuctioBf 84 ; created lEarl of Orford, 
1697*86 u, ; characteristics, 56. 

s 

i^bran, De, 27*1 -Sts 
St. CaS, »52. J 
St, George, Dc. 176 9, 

St. J-awre|j!Kj5e, R., 175, 21a, 2x3, 214, 
246 , 253 ^ 256 - 68 . 


endeovourstd pmjoipatfi»<jiiibc^ 
(i^)3ight«d, 268 n, ; f^ontmaiKlii in 
chief Itt the Mednd^ittfiah. -ttni, 
mak^ a of t Ar 

268 n. Lprd of the,^d!hkal’ty* ' 

' 26S m 

Savoy, 114, X52, X54 n. ^ 

Saxe, Marshal, 203, 20c/. * , 

Scurvy, 158, x6o»andn., *t6i* x^a, 

167, 168. 

¥!efret Ti^aiy of Dm^r, 40. 

Selkirk, Alexander, i6t. 

Ships — 

Axiortaho/f, 95, jii. ^ 

* Bar/ieur, 82 i'o6-9, 

j, Jiertmek^ tdt^-202. 

: . fireda^ 125 and n., t^d^o- 
) Britannia, 77. . 

j Burford, 14 1, 194 n. 

I Centurion, 155-74, 215, 258. 

1 Douielk, 202 n. , 

j Dreadnought, 27, 177, n. , 245.»^ 


St, Malo, 80, 119-22, 251 -,g. 

Sandwich, Earl of, sec Montlitgu. * j 

SantsTMdAa, 124-31 * f 

Sardiniii, 88^ 114, 152, 154 n. ^ | 

Saumarez. Philip (1710-47), round the j 

wot Id with Anson, 164, 175; com^*j 

mandS Centurion off Tinian, 168-70 ; 

<0 

lakes cliargc of the ('avadon^a, 172 ; 
at Firs? Battle of Finisterre, 176-9 ; 
desigits fust naval unifonn, 186-7 ; 
fights bravely^ arid dies Second 
Bat^e of Finisterre, 206-9. 

Saunders, Sii Charles (i 7 i 3 - 75 )- 
mands the '/riit on Anson’s voyage 
C4'f (S^frctlrnnavjgation, 161 captures 
ihfi Arranzazu, 164 ; leaves ihisaOn- 
’ furio^'oX Macao, 170; distinguishes 


fiagk, 81, 111, 207. 

Eendracht, 12-3- 
FormidabU, 285-7. 

FouJ f^yant , ii8, 248-9, 257 
Gibraltar, 271-2, 276. 

Gloucester, 155-67. 

Golden Horn, 117. 

Hermionr, 208 n. 

[J^yall I-jondon, 34^41 and n. , 4^'^ 
Magnanitfte, 239, 240, 243, 281-8. 
Monarque, 228-9. 

Monr^mih, 248-9, * 

Namur, 178, 197, 198, 253-5, 270-7. 
^oder, 199-201. 

Porcupine, 261. * * 

Hamillies, 219, 228, 237, 248. 

R^aL Charks, 2, 9, 12. 13, jn. sw. 


at the Second Battle or F^is- 
te4Te, 1747* 206-8 ; seej^nd in command 
under Hawke in yie Mediterranean, 
330, 333 ; replaces Hawke. 
236 ; aiffl iprevents *I..ouisbiu*g^ rein- 
ferj^ments from setting out, 1758, 
dp jihfliuenceofthis, 253 ; comn|^n 5 s 
^ chiejf^Ugainst Quebec, 1759, a55^68 ; 


33. '34. 35; SI- 
Royal George, aSo-8. 

R&yal$^J[amef, 14, 18, 28; 34, 43, 44^^ 
9 Royal J^nce, as, 23. 50,, 

64 . , :;i. • ^ 

Roya.i^<nfereigli^ 66, 77, 91. , 

Ruiy, 

Se^ft '5<x ; : 



INDEX 




Ship* .V'."?' ^ 

Saleii jIS^&\/^\ 77^ 80, ^a-81,, 

Swi/Mif. 19, 24S, 273*^7, 38c>^8. 

T<trifhy^ 95 ^od n., 96, si<t5-8. 

n. , ' 

Viii:i0rj^, 

Wars^i^e. 273-7 380-8. 
ihovot, Sir Clowdisley {i^s&'iyoj)^ 0 ‘ 
a 1»oy b<'frier»ded by Narhrougb ac^ 
MybgS' I Second Dutch 
swims under Jire with dispatches, 62 . 
in a Sj?^'"Sea and Third" 

l^tch Waf> 62 : with^erbert in the 
' J»|editarmi^1fi, and protests again.st 
alMt-ndonment of Tangier, 1683, 
^98 ; commands the Edgar at 
Bantty Bi^iy, 1689, 62 ; distinguishi^fc 
Mmself in the battle and is^knj^htcd, 
conWeys Wtlltain in to Ireland, 
1690, and so ' i^ss^ Bcfichy Head, 
66 ; -breaks the Kiiiich line at Bar- 
fleur, 1692, yy-S ; takes part in the 
c^apture of Gibraltar, 1704, 180-5 J ^*^^1 
* ajtj, Malaga fights brilhatjtlyip 105-9 ; 
after Rooke's supersession, commands 
chief fk the Mediterranead, no; 
co-operates with Peterborough at 
;’««»®ircelatia,-i7#5, no; cau3«5S tjh» dc- 
, stroction of the Toulon fieet, 1707, 
iid V wrecked in the Assonaihfn off 
ScUIy -Mes, tti‘2 ; his riSbnpmcnt 
, in the Abbey, 112-3; si^hiug of his- 
"‘i namev 62 and n. • 

88, 114, "152, 15! n. 

,189, -209, 210. 

ISmollctt, Tobias, 143-9; <:|uotedf *22, 
'♦«w5Jf44, *45? *4^' *4^» *5^' 

'Smyrna convoy, 84-5, 5g. '*'■ 

Spain, decadence of, 1648^59!* 3 l?wiw* 

; ':of suc|jeBsk>n in X7t)2-t.3^^*9t tfis- 
',|>craai of’^'hea' provinces at Peact^ 'Of 
, pirecht, r 13-4'; op|xJ»edbf England ■ 
m Sicilian of *71% 153-4 'fWar ' 
-of Jcnkinfi'yEar, 1739*, 133-9 j/and 


- •%jnccession^«9^/ refoses 

in ^ven v«lrs’/war, 215 ; 
a^Ao Charles H. Philips IV and 
V, Admiral Hoj^, Family Compact* 
and Polish Succession. ^ 

^praggei 31 ^" FdWitrd, distinguishes 
himself at Four Days' Battle, 1666, 
27 ; and fit St. James’s Day, 7 ; de- 
fends Shecrness^ against K%ter, 
1667, 31 ; and aids AUicnuirle in 
^efence of Chatham, ^3-4 ; inducts 
*■ successful ; campaign against the 
’^ Algerines, 41, 5') ; present«^^l Solebay^ 
^ 2672, 4t ; his struggles with Tromp 

off the SchOon veldt, 48 ; vows to take 
'I'romp or perish, 49 ; Ins last gregt 
duel ttt the Texel, 1673,, 50 ; snects 
his d&th by drowning, 51, 5^ » 

chamcieristjcs, ^ 

StanhopCy Sir I homas, 273-;, 278, 280- 

Suckling, Capt, Mawrrce, » 44 ’ 5 * 

Suffrcn, J^||5,a58. * 

Suraj-ud.Dowlah,23i. ^ , 

' T '■ 

® Tangier, 36, S 7 ? ^^ 7 ? 

Tarpaulins (common seamen), 58. 

TKSSt Act; 48. 58- # 

TicondnrOga, 213, 235-6, 346, 355, 257. 
k'62*3* ‘ 

Tii»an^.68, X70. " ^ 

Torringtoo, Earl of, .s««t Hterbert, 
Arthur. 

Torfogton,(s Vjscouru, sec ^ Byng, 
G«^rg^\ 

Touflon, 4, 66, 87. 99, 113, 216-7,^ 

24^ 270-2. . . 

Ttfilouse., Comte de, 100, »OfW9, 
ToilWviWc, De,^wrves under Duqueane 
in the Mediterwamm, 66 ; <i«Jf«ats 
’'Torrington af Beacby Head* /^*72 ; 
mteunderstood and umipprec.;?^ by 
, ,4;'jboute XIV, 73; his- clever caS^gn 
ii^nst Russell, idqf , 74 i figW 
mrfieuS* to vindicate |Us l^onr, ys* 



fteet at 794^ ^ *’®f 

by jUttis, 84 , ambuihes the 
cotiwy, 84 <5 . s^irscienc**, 69, 70, 
74, 77-8 chstr 4 ct«rlitics, 67, 76 
ITipJpte AJIiitnoe» 39 

T^oirtp, Ccwudms, ’t3, i8, 21, * 

as, 46 , 48 , 49 . s«»» 5 *. $ 2 » 53 . 7 a- 
Tur*^*W‘, 3S. 46 . S$ 


27. 


(Jnifotm, ri^val^iSo aciisd n , r5|f T86-7, 
V 


Van de Ve!d<*, 2D n,. 

Vaftnes., 280 282, 

Van ban, 33, a , 

VernoiJ, Edwards fKb84’*7S7). *at Vigro 
Hay, Ld|)tafec|^|p|b«|iWaad MaJa 
ga, 138 , serves m 1:38 ; 

AVOtdsbl" v«rsfdte^l707, 13%, enters 
i'arltantont and opposes ^alpole, 

* 136, 138 233; ofifeis "IT Forto 
Bello, 139 , and does so, 139- 

43 , hH Ihsisienee on^g:ttnnery^ Hfx , 
avenge > \dmiral Hosier, ''0. ; 
liissucus aieeted with extiavagant 
jubilation t^2 3 ; hi» on Cay** 

tlugeiid, 1741, 143 9 * ttot 41-* 

tnbutat^c to hii», X4d » on 

SAntiago"^ de Cu>>aj #49 1 
ju the ( hit nel, t745, 
hshes political^, 

cAshtered, 149 50 , JtiiS fjfbgrain 
c^>th<s and nickname, ¥50; hi^ 
iioniiment m the Ahlx^lf, inci- J 
tAOves if^c “bighting Instruction^,^ 
(83, chn Acterjsucs, 136 n^ourtd n#„ 


mmt 

{Ptetfet, 

*^i*J^* *3% *30 an/ mk 
tt., 7930,, 232 b*, 233. I 
Walton* Capt., iS3i W aid t * ^ 

Warren, Si| l%t«r *3^^^ 

^94, 205-, aoB, 2x2, 0 ) 13 , 214 Vnd 
Wars - ^ t ^ 

Austrian ^r^tssssion, • 

I>4teh, First, $. 7, 8, $t « 

^ l5(|0on(i^ 6-36. 

^ -- Ihfrd, ag-SSr 45 a- 
E^i^Hsh Succession, 6083. 
^^IcnklnVF^t, J34andn,, 135^ 

Polish Succession, 13J, *^34 Of 
• Sfven Yeapi', ni^o- m f ' 
Spaolsh SU^CSS^IHI, 87*t|4 
'£ hirty Ve^rs*, 3. ,, 

1 Watson, Charles (i7i4*S7K 206*9, 

1 a , 232 ^ i 

Wentworth, C3ener'4, *45*%^ * 

I West,^Admir4h 219-23, 226* 

West J_iwite$, sec Barbados, BenMvi^^ 
Gdarda Costj^nl Hosier, Jamaica, 
Suckling, Vcnldtt, etc, 

^1 \Vh%04i Liiptmn^ 150 and a^, 186* 

1 WiUianPlIl (t688*i70»), 7, 46, 49, 50; 

54, 5^ ^9, ;66, 6iv 63 and u , 66, 67. 

P ^ 7a*3i 74i 75* 7^* %. 8,7t ^ 

' 9 1 and n , 433, 124, tap 

WiEKlward Position, it, 12 and n., 13, 

4, as- * ’ * , 

e, James (1727*59), youth of, 237* ' 
€t 'jDettpjgita, Falkirk and titlodoti," 
#38; itoinEiushes ht'msellAt 

1^ fOrtl T-sre-i. a • rAnoormyfMl hwlk 


Vil jww, H 283 288 
Vlte, the, .?9,<tio» 47 
Volmire, 229 ^ 




V/ 

125-9, 225 
orace, 176. 17®* 


Wade, C 
WalgipTiorace, 176. 178. t88f 
»46* 252* 356, a68, 277t 


i7«57P24oa; recognised bji 
246, establishes hfe i^utatitml 
df Lottisbucgff X758, as«>5 1 besiipgo$ 
Qu^m* 17 S 9 * a6o-s; m(i Ukm^^f 
Ms uheitauipled faculty fw 
^ (^-O^alihg with the ^4vy, 2j|| 

^ 6 } other cb^ACtcnsdc«, 338 , 

aS*. ^7. 

jc^^onderTU Year, H'be ( 1 ^ 5 ^, »s< 


t I 




Squadrm** 254 * 
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